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West Nile in the 
Central Valley
By Audrey Hill, Feature Contributor, Valley Ag Voice

West Nile has been endemic in the U.S. since 2002, 
and most recent data shows that California, Colorado, 
and Florida have since faced the brunt of this virus’ 
affects. Most common reports of West Nile across 
the U.S. are in humans and horses; however, it can 
also infect other animals such as cats, dogs, squirrels, 
and domestic rabbits. 
The virus is transmitted from birds, reservoir hosts of 

See WEST NILE IN THE VALLEY on PAGE 3
Prevention of West Nile mainly consists of controlling the mosquito 
population (Achkin / Shutterstock)

By Scott Hamilton 
President, Hamilton Resource Economics

Some of you may have seen the movie or heard 
the story of Dunkirk. At the start of the Second 
World War, British, French and Belgian armies 
were surrounded and cutoff by the German Army 
and were trapped against the French shore near the 
town of Dunkirk. Churchill described the event as a 
colossal military disaster with the “whole root and core 
and brain of the British Army” stranded. A disaster 
seemed imminent. The call went out to the British 
people for help–to gather whatever would float, cross 
the 20 miles of open water to the French coast and 
bring the soldiers home. Some 800 vessels–merchant 
and fishing boats, yachts and lifeboats, made multiple 
journeys across those waters. In eight days some 
388,000 men were rescued. Those men lived to fight 
another day and eventually, with the help of some 
trusted allies, win the Second World War.
The San Joaquin Valley faces its own war–a water 
war. A war, that if lost will cost, according to Dr. David 
Sunding, a professor at UC Berkeley, $7 billion per 
year in lost income, tens of thousands of jobs, and 
some historic family farms. There are four elements to 
winning this water: capturing water that is not needed 
for any other purpose, conveying that water to where 
it is needed, recharging the local groundwater basins 
with the conveyed water, and an immense amount 
of political support. 
If the Valley had a Churchill, he would be calling on 
every family farm to do what it can to achieve the third 

On-farm Recharge Is Essential for 
Sustainability

See ON-FARM RECHARGE on PAGE 9

element: replenish groundwater basins by recharging 
surplus water. That probably makes little sense in the 
middle of the current drought, but eventually rain will 
come, and preparation is needed now. For too long 
the Valley has let winter and spring time water flow 
to the ocean because there was no home for it–there 
was not enough recharge capacity. 
The Water Blueprint for the San Joaquin Valley 
(WaterBlueprintCA.com) estimates the need for 
recharge to be in the order of 60,000 acres. That is 
a staggering amount of land. The secret to success 
is on-farm recharge. On-farm recharge typically 
refers to the practice of flooding either fallow fields 
or orchards and vineyards that are dormant so the 
water can percolate to the water table. But other 
alternatives exist. Dedicated ponds can be used to 
allow water to infiltrate to the water table. If such 
ponds are also designed to provide wildlife habitat, 
then multiple benefits can be achieved. Dry wells 

Recharge in a vineyard (Terranova Ranch Inc.)

Delano Growers Have the Juice in the Valley
By Valley Ag Voice Staff

In agriculture, there is a can-do spirit and a mentality 
that is always innovating to deliver food and forage to 
consumers’ rising appetites. Delano Growers Grape 
Products is an example of an innovate leader in the 
agriculture space that is quietly and effectively part 
of delivering grape concentrate to the marketplace. 
Since 1940, Delano Growers has been operating on 
Basset Road in North Kern County. It was originally 
formed as the Delano Growers Cooperative Winery. 
Many local farmers in the Delano area gathered 
together to form the co-op and they produced wine 
and high proof alcohol until the 1980s. 
After 1980, Delano Growers started producing white 
juice concentrate. The concentrate goes into juices 
of all kinds; wineries use it to add sugar to wine and 
food processors use it for a glaze on items like pies. 
It’s fair to say that Kern County grapes are juicing 
up many consumer products. See DELANO GROWERS on PAGE 16

are loaded into the hooper, they immediately begin 
their journey through the complex stages of the plant. 
Daniel Lord, the plant manager, shared, “This plant 
is a typical Kern County story. Behind the fields and 
the agriculture exterior of Kern County, you find 
amazing industrial innovation that makes processing 
grape concentrate possible.”
The process takes the grapes from the hopper to the 
de-stemmer and crusher. The stems and skins are 
separated and used in products like animal feed. 
The juice travels to one of five “must” tanks where 
the skins float to the top of the tanks and then get run 
over drag screens to further separate the skins from 
the juice. Then the left-over skins or pomace is pressed 
up to 5 additional times to get every ounce of juice. 
“Our busy season runs from August to December,” 
added Lord. “Grape trucks will be coming in pretty 
regularly to deliver grapes to our facility.”
They make a rough concentrate to preserve it through-
out the year and pull the water out with evaporators 
and store pure sugar juice. Concentrate is then stored 

quality before the truck is allowed to proceed to 
unload their delivery.
Sprawling out over 10 acres, you can’t help but 
be impressed by the sheer volume of technology 
and innovation that goes into the instruments and 
machinery at Delano Growers. As grapes arrive and 

Must tanks containing grape juice (Valley Ag Voice)

Standing on Bassett Road you can see many trucks 
entering and leaving the facility. When growers have 
excess table grapes, they come to Delano Growers, 
where they also accept naturals or grapes that were 
machine harvested. All grapes are tested for sugar 
content and visually inspected to ensure the highest 

Grapes arrive at Delano Growers for processing (Valley Ag Voice)
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FA R M  BU R E AU  N E W S The United Voice of Kern County’s Farming Community

Executive Director’s 
Report also employed by local farming company Wegis and 

Young, and whose family are long-time area farmers. 
The terms of these positions is two years.
Allie Cushnyr with Syngenta Corp Protection and Greg 
Actis, a farm manager with Elk Grove Farming were 
both elected to the Farm Bureau’s board of directors. 
Both have considerable experience and knowledge of 
local agriculture with Cushnyr also serving as President 
of the local chapter of Young Farmers and Ranchers.
At its annual meeting, the Farm Bureau also bid fare-
well to Ben Laverty, III, who has served on the group’s 
board for 41 years. In addition to serving on the local 
Farm Bureau board, Laverty also played roles in the 
California Farm Bureau organization and is widely 
regarded for his expertise in the areas of labor, safety, 
and training.
As we’re now in October, we have our Bounty of Kern 
County to look forward to! This is both the largest and 
the most highly anticipated KCFB event of the year. I 
look forward to seeing new faces and the opportunity 
to engage with our community of local farmers and 
ranchers on Saturday, October 9th. To sponsor or to 
purchase tickets, please call (661) 397-9635 or visit 
KernCFB.com/Bounty-of-Kern-County.

By Romeo Agbalog 
Executive Director, Kern 
County Farm Bureau

The Kern County Farm Bureau held its annual meeting 
and elected new officers and directors to help govern 
the 106-year-old organization that focuses on advo-
cating, promoting, and educating the public about 
our local agriculture industry.
Patty Poire, Executive Director of the Kern Ground-
water Authority was elected President of the Board of 
Directors replacing John C. Moore, III, and is the first 
female to serve as the organization’s President in its 
over 100-year history. Poire previously served as the 
board’s first Vice-President and has served on vari-
ous boards and committees including the California 
Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley.
Also elected as first Vice-President is Shafter area 
almond farmer Jenny Holtermann, whose “Almond 
Girl” brand is well known both locally and beyond, 
and Jason Giannelli as second Vice-President who is 

Groundwater Authority (KGA), one of 
five Groundwater Sustainability Agen-

cies (GSA) that submitted Groundwater Sustainability 
Plans (GSP) under the Groundwater Sustainability 
Management Act (SGMA). SGMA is now under 
the implementation stage while the Kern subbasin 
awaits the review decision by the Department of Water 
Resources (DWR), and that decision per statue is due 
by January 31, 2022. If you as a landowner are not 
engaged with your water districts, I strongly recom-
mend that you begin to be as the implementation 
moves forward, especially with DWR’s decision on the 
horizon. One of my favorite sayings is that if you are 
not at the table then you are on the menu! Meaning, 
as SGMA moves forward, your input is important, 
especially as this basin moves toward a native yield 
study. With working for Grimmway for almost 10 
years, I tend to approach topics from a landowner 
mindset, and I believe for this basin to be successful 
under SGMA, landowners are the foundation to 
that success. The idea of success under SGMA is for 
productive agricultural land to stay in production while 
maintaining landowner property and water rights. By 
defining success in that way, our efforts have led to 
GSAs working together to develop a data management 
tool (DMS) that will provide data/information that 
will be available to landowners to assist in decisions 
about water levels and quality.
Unfortunately, SGMA is not the only regulation that 
needs to be dealt with. The Central Valley Salinity 
Program (CV-SALTS) is coming early next year. The 
only good thing that I can say about CV-SALTS is 
that the Kern subbasin is considered a Priority 2 basin 
which means that the Priority 1 basins have commenced 
regulation thereby allowing Kern to learn more prior 
to implementation. I believe that CV-SALTS unfor-
tunately could be more challenging than SGMA to 
a landowner/farmer. Again, engagement is vital.
As John mentioned in his last message, curtailments 
and the state seem to try to “re-write” water rights 

By Patty Poire 
President, Kern 
County Farm Bureau

As John stated in his last 
President’s message, time sure does fly when you’re 
having fun. And I have been having “fun” the last 
couple of years participating in the Kern County Farm 
Bureau as the Chair of the Land Use Committee, 
being a part of the Executive Committee and Officer’s 
Committee under some amazing past presidents like 
Wegis, Rasmussen, Martinez, and Moore, to name 
a few. These presidents are a hard act to follow, but if 
you know me, you know I will do my best! And the 
same time, I don’t give up nor do I back away!
For those who don’t me know, let me give you a little 
history about myself. I was born right here in Bakersfield 
way back when (maiden name Lozano) and attended 
Plantation, Greenfield Jr. High and South High (when 
we were called Rebels). I continued my education at 
the University of Pacific and Cal State Bakersfield. 
During my high school years, I met by husband Louie 
Poire. His name might be familiar to some because 
his father was the first pilot for Kern County Land 
Company. Like his father, my husband was a pilot, 
and his profession took us to Houston where our only 
child, Louis Poire (sound familiar?) was born. Upon 
our return to Bakersfield in 2000 after the passing of 
my husband, I worked for Coleman/Lennar Homes 
where I met some fabulous farmers who I purchased 
land from. Subsequently and surprisingly, Grimmway 
Farms offered me an opportunity where I worked for 
almost 10 years. In those years, I handled Corporate 
and Public Affairs, meaning I worked on regulation/
regulatory issues and became involved with Kern 
County Farm Bureau and haven’t looked back.
Today, I am the Executive Director for the Kern 

by curtailments and reclassifying that farming is not a 
beneficial use of water–which are also topics that need 
to be watched and pushed back on. Your Kern County 
Farm Bureau will continue to work towards having a seat 
at the table and keep you as a member informed, which 
I hope means that you will engage in our monthly meet-
ings. As advised above, I will be displaying the DMS at 
a Farm Bureau meeting later this year.
The State is moving in a direction where they are want-
ing complete dominion. Governor Newsom’s Executive 
Order of 30 x 30 that was signed back in September 2020 
is the foundation for such control. The 30 x 30 rule means 
that the state wants to control 30% of all working lands 
and 30% of all waters by 2030. All State departments 

have been working to set policies to accomplish the 
goal of 30 x 30.

These are all topics that are heading our way, if not 
already here, but know that the Kern County Farm 
Bureau is tackling them and will continue. As I stated 
above, engagement is vital, and I hope that you know 
you are welcomed to attend the meetings every month 
the third Thursday at 5 p.m. at our new office location 
at 1800 30th Street Suite 390.

I sincerely thank you for the opportunity to represent 
the Kern County Farm Bureau as president and look 
forward to your engagement and guidance as we stra-
tegically move through all obstacles.

President’s Message
An Introduction

Young Farmers 
& Ranchers

By Allie Cushnyr 
Chair, Kern County 
Young Farmers 
& Ranchers

Our September event, at 
the Buena Vista Edible 
Schoolyard (ESY), went 
great! For those who have 

not been to their site, it’s a space to teach kids about 
growing food and cooking with it after harvest. Not 
only do they run a small farm with a bountiful harvest, 
but they also manage chickens that provide fresh eggs 
for the recipes too. One of the buildings on site is home 
to their teaching kitchen, where the staff teaches the 
kids (and occasionally adults like us) how to create 
a culinary masterpiece from the gifts of the garden. 
Our participants made homemade pasta and pesto 
that paired with a fresh garden salad. Each person 
got the chance to meet and work with others from 
the YF&R group at one of the three workstations. 
After the food was done, we reaped the rewards of 
our hard work as we all sat down to enjoy a meal 
together. The experience allowed us to see what it 

was like for the kids who 
attend the programs 
being provided by the 
ESY. We are blessed to 
have this program in 
Kern County, and I hope 
that the ESY continues to 
expand so more children 
have the opportunity to 
attend this educational 
program.

In October, the Kern 
Young Farmers and 
Ranchers (YF&R) will 
be helping with the Farm 
Bureau’s Bounty of Kern 
County on October 9th. 
Be on the lookout for our members volunteering at the 
check in table and selling tickets for a gun or two to 
benefit both Farm Bureau and the YF&R group. You 
can also help support the YF&R program by finding 
the silent auction items we have at Bounty, including a 
team of 4 for the Clay Shoot on March 5, 2022 at 5 Dogs.

Keep your eye out for the November meeting where we 
will be electing our 2022 YF&R committee. If you were 
looking for a chance to get more involved with the group 
and plan tours/meetings, this is your opportunity. We 
will be sending out a nomination form in mid-October 
to get the elections kicked off, so be on the lookout!

As always, I want to share that being a part of the 
Kern County Young Farmers and Ranchers group 
comes at no cost, and we welcome everyone between 
18-35 years old. This is a great group to be a part of 
to give back to the community, network with other 
professionals, and have a good time with friends. If 
you would like to jump on our email list to receive 
information about upcoming events, please reach 
out to us. We are also active on both Facebook and 
Instagram.

Email: KernYFR@KernCFB.com
Instagram: @Kern YFR
Facebook: KernYoungFarmersAndRanchers

(Edible Schoolyard Kern County)
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A New Addition to Bakersfield 
College’s Agriculture Department

RENEGADE ROUND-UP

By Heather Baltis 
Professor of Animal Science, Bakersfield College 

Bakersfield College’s Agriculture Department is very 
excited to welcome a new addition to our team, Pro-
fessor of Animal Science, Julie Beechinor. Professor 
Beechinor’s family has deep roots in Kern County's 
cattle industry, and this is where she found her love 
for agriculture. She pursued a degree in Agriculture 
Education and has served the community well by 
opening Frontier High School’s Future Farmers of 
America (FFA) program. Frontier’s program has 
grown to serve over 400 students and has been 
consistently ranked as one of the top FFA program 
in the nation.

Julie describes how much teaching has influenced 
her in the following. “Being a teacher has been the 
most humbling experience of my entire life. My stu-
dents are ‘my kids.’ They are my life. Each night as I 
leave school and lock the door to my room I always 
turn back and look one last time before I close the 
door. As I quickly capture the image of this empty 
room and the stillness of life that was present earlier 
that day, I always say thank you for being allowed 
to do the one thing that brings me such great joy. 
Teaching is a gift and I have been given this gift to 
share with others. It is an honor and privilege to 
know that I have helped shape the lives of students 
who will become unique and valued citizens in our 
communities.” – Julie Beechinor

Professor Beechinor has come to Bakersfield Col-
lege at the perfect time. Our department is in the 
process of updating and expanding our laboratory 
facilities to be more in line with industry standards 

and practices. Professor Beechinor’s knowledge of 
animal science and her extensive industry expertise 
will be essential to the success of the moderniza-
tion projects. Our department is also focusing on 
different outreach activities, and we are excited to 
introduce our Renegade Rodeo Club. It is a good 
day to be a Renegade!
Professor Beechinor is a respected member of the 
agriculture industry, and Bakersfield College’s Agri-
culture Department is very fortunate to welcome her!

Bakersfield College’s Agriculture Department welcomes a 
Julie Beechinor, Professor of Animal Science, to their team 
(Bakersfield College)

Rewind 98.1 FM is your source for Daily AG news!
From 4am-6am you can listen to daily Market report updates 

from our “Market Line” and the award-winning
“Line on Agriculture report”. Rick Worthington can catch you up 

on daily Cattle and Dairy info with the “Farm & Ranch report”.

DAILY AG NEWS

Join us Monday-Friday 4am-6am for the valley’s largest
AG radio programs only on Rewind 98.1 FM

Centers for Disease Control and PreventionCenters for Disease Control and Prevention

West Nile Virus Transmission Cycle 
In nature, West Nile virus cycles between mosquitoes (especially Culex species) and birds.  Some infected birds, can develop high levels of the virus 
in their bloodstream and mosquitoes can become infected by biting these infected birds. After about a week, infected mosquitoes can pass the virus 
to more birds when they bite. 

Mosquitoes with West Nile virus also bite and infect people, horses and other mammals. However, humans, horses and other mammals are ‘dead end’ 
hosts.  This means that they do not develop high levels of virus in their bloodstream, and cannot pass the virus on to other biting mosquitoes. 

“Dead End” Host

Mosquito Vector

Bird Amplifier Host “Dead End” Host
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In nature, West Nile virus cycles between mosquitoes (especially Culex species) and birds. 
Some infected birds, can develop high levels of the virus in their bloodstream and mosqui-
toes can become infected by biting these infected birds. After about a week, infected 
mosquitoes can pass the virus to more birds when they bite. Mosquitoes with West Nile 
virus also bite and infect people, horses and other mammals. However, humans, horses 
and other mammals are ‘dead end’ hosts. This means that they do not develop high levels 
of virus in their bloodstream, and cannot pass the virus on to other biting mosquitoes. (CDC)

again stated by the CDFA. Two equine West Nile 
vaccines exist and have been proven effective, however 
it does not fully prevent contraction – meaning a 
vaccinated horse could still contract West Nile. 
John Tolley, D.M.V and Hector Gonzalez, D.M.V, 
both resident veterinarians at Bakersfield Large 
Animal Clinic state that the best way to prevent 
contraction and/or an elevated response to the virus 
is to vaccinate your horses, bring them in at night 
when mosquito activity is the highest, and remove 
standing water. Dr. Gonzalez commented, “Like 
COVID, I would vax.” 
So far, 6 cases of equine West Nile have been reported 
for California in 2021, and unfortunately all of these 
cases were found in the Central Valley according to 
the CDFA: 2 in Fresno County, 2 in Sacramento 
County, 1 in Merced county and 1 in Kings County.
Veterinarian Thomas Willis, D.M.V and owner of San 
Joaquin Veterinary Hospital states that he has only 
seen two cases of equine West Nile in his practice and 
disclaims he has not been in large animal practice in 
5 years. Willis has mainly seen small animals for the 
past five years at his hospital in west Bakersfield and 
even though cats and dogs can contract West Nile, 
Willis states, “Whether or not I was right, I have not 
suspected [West Nile] in dogs or cats.”

The two horses he diag-
nosed with West Nile 
contracted the virus 
within a year of each 
other, roughly a decade 
ago. This was before a 
vaccine had come out, 
and unfortunately both 
horses had to be put 
down due to the severity 
of their symptoms. 
Willis states that the 
case he remembers most 
vividly experienced 
high fever, inability to 
stand, muscle tremors, 
and later that they both 
experienced “ jerky 
motion” and paralyzed 
hind limbs. West Nile 
causes encephalitis in 

the central nervous system in horses, which these 
symptoms suggest. 
West Nile is not 100% preventable, however there are 
recommended ways to keep your horses and yourselves 
protected. Mainly, have your vet vaccinate your 
horses with the West Nile vaccine or a combination 
vaccine including West Nile prevention. Remove 
standing water from your property and strive to 
prevent mosquito bites on everyone. 

West Nile in the Valley
Continued from PAGE 1

the virus, to people and animals through mosquitoes. 
So, prevention of West Nile mainly consists of mosquito 
control. This virus is not airborne and can only be 
transmitted via blood and “mother to baby during 
pregnancy, delivery or breastfeeding,” according to 
the CDC. This makes mosquitoes a likely mode of 
transmission but also makes hosts like humans and 
horses “dead end” hosts, which can only transmit the 
virus via sufficient blood/organ transfusion–meaning 
neither you nor your horses can infect others. 
Most people infected with the virus will not feel 
any symptoms. The CDC states that roughly 1 in 5 
people infected with West Nile will develop symptoms 
including fever, headache, body aches, joint pains, 
vomiting, diarrhea, or rash, and about 1 in 150 people 
infected will develop more serious symptoms such as 
convulsions, vision loss, muscle weakness, numbness, 
coma, and paralysis. However, these symptoms are 
uncommon: a 1:50 ratio. Currently there is no vaccine 
available for humans, “as we have a relatively minimal 
reaction to the virus,” according to the CDC’s West 
Nile online index. 
Horses, however, can have a very different reaction 

to the virus. Horses make up 96.9% of reported 
non-human cases of West Nile, says UC Davis School 
of Veterinary Medicine. Their clinical signs can be as 
minor as the flu to as major as encephalitis (inflam-
mation of the brain), as stated by the California Dept. 
of Food and Agriculture. Common symptoms of an 
infected horse are “fever, incoordination, especially in 
rear limbs, twitching, seizures, drooping lip, drooling, 
hypersensitivity to touch or sound and recumbency,” 

 

661-978-4217 
DON LUDY 

Email: ludyfarms@aol.com 
Serving all of California

We dig your vines and trees to 
insure a complete recycling.

 
No burning required. Valley air 

board pays $600/per acre
to grind your vines / trees.

Wood chip incorporation deep 
plowing, deep ripping, brush 

clearing downed tree grinding.

VINEYARD AND ORCHARD 
REMOVAL MASTICATION
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State of California Issues Regulatory Changes 
for Hemp, Cannabis Producers

awaiting the signature of the Governor, provides 
hemp producers with a regulatory framework similar 
to cannabis producers, making life even more difficult 
for producers who are already burdened by the state’s 
excessive regulations on agriculture.
This bill outlaws psychoactive isomers of Cannabidiol, 
or CBD, such as Tetrahydrocannabinol Delta-8, or 
THC-D8, THC-D10, THCo, THCp and other 
compounds found to be of great medicinal value and 
produced from isolated hemp extracted cannabinoid 
CBD, and limits these cannabinoids to production 
under the state’s Cannabis regulatory framework. For 
many hemp producers in the state, this will serve as 
a major blow to their business models as the price of 
CBD has reached record lows and these isomerized 
extracts are keeping the doors open at many hemp 
operations across California and many other states.
“It’s hard to understand why the state has taken 
this route to limit hemp-derived cannabinoids and 
their production by producers and processors here 
in California,” said Copeland. “What we do know 
is that many hemp operations may find themselves 
out of business if they cannot adapt or change with 
the new regulations in place.”
To accent yet another blunder from our Sacramento 
lawmakers, the state of California recently issued a 
197-page draft outlining intended changes to the 
state’s Cannabis industry which may make life even 
more difficult for struggling growers across the state.

By Geoffrey Taylor, MA 
Hemp Contributor, 
Valley Ag Voice

For producers of CBD- 
rich hemp and THC-rich 
cannabis products in the 
state of California, sweep-
ing regulatory changes 
are shaking up these 

industries yet again as business owners, producers, 
and processors prepare to shift yet again with the 
changing tides of these industries. As the state of 
California continues to make drastic changes to the 
regulatory framework surrounding these industries, 
it is critical for businesses to adapt and realign or risk 
facing consequences from the agencies overseeing 
these efforts.
“Many producers and growers across the state, both 
in the hemp and cannabis spaces, are facing an uphill 
battle in complying with existing state regulations, 
let alone moving forward with compliance efforts 
for the upcoming changes in state law,” said Travis 
Copeland of Unico Ag. “It’s a shame that farmers, 
manufacturers and businesses within these spaces have 
to make such immense changes to their operations 
knowing that further regulatory changes are likely 
to come in the future.”
Assembly Bill 45, which recently passed and is 

to navigate these new regulations without losing 
everything I’ve worked over a decade to build.”
Though the state has loosened industry restrictions 
on providing product samples to potential distributors 
and retailers for free rather than the pay-for-samples 
model previously adopted under the current regula-
tory guidelines, this is small concession in the most 
backwards cannabis marketplace in the nation. 
California has the opportunity to act as a leader in 
this segment and provide a model for the nation to 
follow but instead has enacted regulations that favor 
major corporations over small farms, manufacturers 
and others in the industry without the venture capital 
needed to fund their operations.
As California continues to further define itself as 
an unfriendly place to do business in virtually any 
market, hemp and cannabis producers face the uphill 
battle of fighting against the regulatory behemoth of 
the Department of Cannabis Control as this agency 
shifts away from the “education and outreach” model 
of compliance and edges toward a model that will 
charge immense fines to these businesses for even 
the smallest non-compliance issues.
With many hemp and cannabis growers and 
producers leaving the state and setting up shop in 
more regulatory-friendly states such as Oregon, 
Oklahoma, Colorado and others in anticipation 
for federal legalization of cannabis, California will 
quickly lose its place as the mecca for global cannabis 
production and further paralyze small producers in 
the hemp and cannabis spaces. It’s up to producers to 
stand up and protect our legacy as a state who forever 
changed the socio-political atmosphere surrounding 
the cannabis plant.

Evan, a licensed Humboldt County cannabis grower 
who prefers not to use his last name, fears that his own 
farm, like many others, will not make it to the 2022 
full season harvest and they may have to return to the 
unregulated market or cease operations altogether 
due to the regulatory burden placed on sungrown 
cannabis producers.
“They’ve hit us front every side - environmental 
compliance, watershed protections, f ish and 
game - we’re just trying to farm a commodity like 
anyone else but between the high rate of taxation for 
cultivators and the increasing burdens to remain legal 
and compliant, it’s going to be incredibly difficult 

California Hemp and Cannabis producers face yet another set 
of hurdles in upcoming state regulations facing both industries 
(Geoffrey Taylor)
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have driven an ambulance through those cows with 
lights and sirens on, and it wouldn’t have bothered 
the cows as much as a ten-year-old on a five speed 
mountain bike. Low-stress cattle handling being an 
important part of our operation, the bicycle gather-
ing met an untimely end. Despite the abrupt end for 
my bicycle cattle gathering career, my admiration 
for cow trails continued, and strangely enough, I 
may have contracted something from the cows that 
day. Because now, I have a similar disdain as those 
cows when I come across an unyielding cyclist on 
a narrow road.
The cow trail is far more important than just the 
role it played for the amateur adolescent cyclist. 
The cow trail really is a thing of beauty, and I say 
“cow trail” because the trails made by the yearling 
bovine is far less sophisticated than that of a mature 
cow. The youthful animal has not yet mastered the 
combination of laziness and efficiency to match that 
of the cow when it comes to trail construction. The 
pasture inhabited by the weaned calves or yearlings 
will have trails going straight up and down hills, 
exhibiting that youthful impatience doesn’t allow 
for efficiency and sophistication. The real cow trail 
makes perfect grades, contouring hills and valleys 
to connect the farthest reaches of the pasture to the 
water trough. Given the right moisture content, the 
correct composition of the soil with just enough clay, 
cows will make a trail with absolutely zero pitch from 
side to side, no matter how steep the hillside they 
traverse. It is important to keep in mind, cows have 
absolutely no idea that they are making trails and 
still end up with engineer grade construction. Cows, 
on accident, will often make better roads than the 
best engineer the State bureaucrats have on staff.
The consistency of the grade that cows set to get 
from a low elevation to a higher elevation is maybe 
unmatched in man or nature. I learned from my 
grandpa and my dad to try to find a cow trail when 
pioneering a new road around a hillside with a dozer, 
because cows always take a consistent grade. The 
same lesson was taught by them to me when putting 
in a pipe line where you are trying to avoid high spots 
that might air lock in a gravity flow situation. The 
hillside trails created by cows also creates consistent 
terracing that prevents erosion when heavy rains 
come. Another benefit, and possibly most import-
ant, is the countless grass fires that have stopped at 
cow trails. Despite my personal magnetism to cow 
trails because of the beauty and efficiency of their 
construction, cow trails are a benefit to the environ-
ment as they combat erosion and wildfire. Cow trails 
don’t exist without cattle grazing and cattlemen. I 
didn’t know the economic and ecological benefit at 
the time my admiration started, just a little kid on a 
bike, rolling down a smooth cattle highway.

By Austin Snedden 
Ranching Contributor, 
Valley Ag Voice

Of all the great phil-
osophical arguments, 
and all the dominating 

current events, I feel one of the greatest things in 
society is overlooked… cow trails. Growing up 
in the middle of nowhere with no pavement and 
being one of the best bicyclists in the world (in my 
mind only), cow trails appealed to me at an early 
age. My fondness for the diminutive bovine high-
ways has stuck with me. One time as a youngster 
I talked my Dad into letting me help gather the 
cattle for branding on my bike–we were gathering 
one of the few relatively flat fields on the ranch. I 
was enjoying rolling down the smooth cow trails, in 
my mind doing bicycle feats that no one had done 
before. Turns out our remote, big country cows 
didn’t respond well or even appreciate the 10-year-
old cyclist, even if I was the greatest bicyclist in the 
world. Even the horses didn’t like it or the people 
on their backs. When cows heads go up and they 
move off at a rapid clip, that is the cue that you are 
doing something that makes them uncomfortable. 
Horses didn’t bother the cows, four wheelers and 
pickups didn’t bother the cows; you probably could 

Cow 
Trails

Cows roaming the trail on Snedden property (Austin Snedden)

Advertising in Valley Ag Voice
is affordable and easy!

Visit ValleyAgVoice.com/rates
or call Dave @ 661-204-8160.
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California Farm Bureau Reacts to 
State Senate Passage of AB 616
Press Release Provided by California Farm Bureau Federation
California Farm Bureau President Jamie Johansson 
expressed extreme disappointment at the actions 
of the California Senate today in passing Assem-
bly Bill 616, which would allow a yearlong mail-in 
card check system for unionizing instead of a secret 
ballot election.
“The Senate eliminated the farm employees’ right 
to choose, for themselves, whether they want to have 
a portion of their paycheck deducted and sent to a 
union,” Johansson said. “AB 616, by the Agriculture 
Labor Relations Board’s own analysis, will result 
in fewer elections because AB 616 does not require 
them to occur.”
“The fact is that there will be farm employees who 

show up to work one day, only to find that they are 
part of a union, without ever having an opportunity 
to voice their own desire,” Johansson added. “They 
are already suffering from lost jobs due to drought, 
reduced paychecks due to the overtime law and now 
the Senate takes their right to vote away. This bill 
will likely pass the Assembly again soon. However, 
we sincerely hope the governor values the dignity of 
farm employees enough to protect them from intim-
idation, preserve their right to vote and protect the 
sanctity of the secret ballot by vetoing this bad bill.”

The California Farm Bureau works to protect family 
farms and ranches on behalf of nearly 34,000 members 
statewide and as part of a nationwide network of 
nearly 5.6 million Farm Bureau members.

California Farm Bureau President 
Praises Nomination of Elaine Trevino

under former governors Gray Davis and Arnold 
Schwarzenegger.
Johansson is urging her swift confirmation by the 
U.S. Senate.
“California’s farmers and ranchers are extremely 
pleased with Elaine Trevino’s appointment as chief 
agricultural trade negotiator for the United States 
Trade Representative,” Johansson said. “She brings 
a real-life understanding of California farm commu-
nities and served in key leadership positions for both 
Democratic and Republican administrations. Her 
experience in the top agricultural production and 
export state in the nation gives her deep knowledge 
of how our nation should best navigate trade issues 
for the benefit of farm producers across America.”
The California Farm Bureau works to protect 
family farms and ranches on behalf of nearly 34,000 
members statewide and as part of a nationwide 
network of nearly 5.6 million Farm Bureau members.

Press Release Provided by California Farm Bureau Federation
California Farm 
Bureau President 
Jamie Johansson 
today applauded 
Pres ident Joe 
Biden’s decision to 
nominate Elaine 
Trevino as his top 
agricultural trade 
negotiator.
Trevino, who is 
from California’s 
Central Valley, is 
president of the 
Almond Alliance 

of California. She previously worked on interna-
tional trade programs as deputy secretary of the 
California Department of Food and Agriculture 

Elaine Trevino, chief agricultural trade ne-
gotiator for the U.S. Trade Representative



OCTOBER 2021     Valley Ag Voice  7

SESSIONS: 2pm on Fridays via Zoom 

Completed application and all required forms are due no later than 5 p.m. on Oct. 2, 2020 

Chevron and KCHCC are seeking eligible high 
school students (juniors and seniors) and students 
enrolled at Bakersfield College, Taft College, 
CSU Bakersfield, and CSU Fresno who are 
interested in the Energy and Agriculture sectors. 
This academy introduces students to local 
professionals, career opportunities, and a wide 
array of features these industries have to offer in 
the Central Valley and beyond.  

For more information, contact Stephanie Baltazar at:  
stephanie.baltazar@bakersfieldcollege.edu  —  (661) 395-4091 

Mail applications to 1801 Panorama Dr. - FACE 16 - Bakersfield, Calif. 93305                                                                                     
Attention Stephanie Baltazar 

• Hear from industry professionals in energy and 
agriculture  
• Financial scholarships 
• Internship and leadership opportunities  
• Student Ambassadors for KCHCC 
• Volunteer opportunities in the community 
• Meeting with elected officials  

        ACADEMY PRESENTED BY:  SUPPORTERS: 

Energy & Ag Academy 

discuss policy and politics and the importance of 
being present as decisions are being made. We then 
spend a couple of weeks with professionals from 
the industries of oil, agriculture, renewable energy, 
biofuel, and the utility companies. Most companies 
that we contact provide an engineer or scientist, 
as many of the students are the STEM programs. 
Students always love hearing from the small farmers 
or small producers, representing the entrepreneurs 
in industry. And we wrap up the academy with HR 
professionals who give the students tips on how to get 
jobs or internships at their company. 
I am very passionate about this Academy, not just 
because I help the KCHCC put it on, but because 
I thrive from seeing the “aha” moments from the 
students who participate. Many are hearing the 
facts and information for the first time, after hearing 
negative propaganda about both industries. Let’s face 
it, students are taught incredibly biased information 
that paints oil and ag in a horrible light. When they 
realize, “oh, farmers are really the best stewards of 
the land and the environment and they don’t just 
waste water;” or “oh, oil companies aren’t in business 
to dump oil all over the ground, but actually spend 
millions of dollars to produce the cleanest energy in 
the world,” it brings me a great deal of satisfaction. 
I sit on so many boards where we have this constant 
struggle of getting the word out about how amazing 
and vital energy and ag are to not just Kern County 
but to California. And this program is the perfect 
way to get that word out!
I encourage every company in the Energy and 
Agriculture industries to get involved in this program. 
Some ways you can get involved are:
• Sponsor the Academy 
• Provide professionals from your company to speak 

to the students
• Provide a virtual tour of your facility
• Hire an intern through our program
At the end of the course, students receive a graduation 
gift. This includes swag from sponsors, certificates 
from elected officials, and a sizable scholarship. The 
scholarships are dependent upon the sponsorships but 
are paid directly to the students. This allows them to 
use the funds for books, computers, etc.

By Jenifer VanAlstein 
Feature Contributor, Valley Ag Voice

This October, the Kern County Hispanic Chamber 
will host 50 new students in the Energy and Agricul-
ture Academy, presented by Chevron, Kern Energy 
Foundation, and Bakersfield College, with the support 
of California Resources Corporation and Aera Energy. 
This award-winning program introduces students to 
local professionals, career opportunities, and a wide 
array of features that energy and agriculture have 
to offer in the Central Valley and beyond. Eligible 
students are high school juniors and seniors and 
students enrolled at Bakersfield College, Taft College, 
CSU Bakersfield, and CSU Fresno who are interested 
in the energy and agriculture sectors.
During the seven-week course, students will hear 
from industry professionals and receive first-hand 
knowledge from those who work in these fields. We 
feel this brings a better understanding to students, 
who often only receive very biased information. 
Students also get to meet with local elected officials 
to discuss political and regulatory topics. In addition, 
students receive financial scholarships, internship and 
leadership opportunities, volunteer opportunities, 
and act as student ambassadors for the Kern County 
Hispanic Chamber.
In 2020, we had to pivot to a virtual academy. While 
this was not ideal, it did allow the students to gain 
access to parts of the industry we may not have been 
able to see first-hand. We were able to have professional 
video tours done for our students. One video that 
was a huge success was of Rio Bravo Farms, where 
students were able to follow the product from seed 
to table. This year’s academy will also be done via 
Zoom. We will have a virtual tour of an oil field and 
(hopefully) a solar or wind farm. The benefit of the 
video tours is that students gain access to parts of the 
operation that are either restricted to guests or are 
not available because of time restraints. 
Our first week will include a panel of experts to 
discuss the “Myth Busters.” We will discuss hydraulic 
fracturing, environmental impacts, and beneficial 
reuse of water. Our second week, we bring in elected 
officials and government affairs professionals to 

Great Opportunities With KCHCC’s Energy and Agriculture Academy

If your company is interested in getting involved, 
contact Jay Tamsi at JTamsi@KCHCC.org or me, 
Jenifer VanAlstein, at JPitcherConsulting@gmail.

com. If you know a student who is interested in the 
Academy for 2022, information can be found at 
KCHCC.org.

was truly impressed and 
inspired by the work the 
Kern County Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce 
has been accomplish-
ing throughout the 
pandemic,” says Julian 
Canete, President & 
CEO of the California 
Hispanic Chambers of 
Commerce. “The recipi-
ent of this award is chosen 
out of 115 chambers and 
affiliates in the State of 

California. Kern County not only continued to 
serve its members but found a way to focus on and 
serve Kern
County’s Hispanic community at large. It will be a 
privilege to honor them and their work on the 20th 
anniversary of 9/11.”
This award recognizes a Hispanic Chamber for their 
work in leading the advancement of Hispanic small 
businesses and the communities they serve. The 
award recognizes excellence in operations, member 

KCHCC Receives Prestigious Chamber of the Year Award 
From the California Hispanic Chambers of Commerce

Kern County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce receives award (KCHCC)

services, and community leadership.

“This is an absolute honor that I am proud to share 
with our Board of Directors, especially, over the course 
of the past two years,” says Jay Tamsi, President/CEO 
of the KCHCC. “Our organization is resilient and 
continues to be dedicated to Kern County’s economic 
and community development.

Since its inception in 1985, the Kern County Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce has been dedicated to 
helping Hispanic owned businesses and business 
professionals succeed within its community. Through 
various community partnerships, the organization 
has dedicated itself to granting access to business 
development workshops, community-based academies 
and educational seminars to its members and the 
community at large. Member celebrations such as 
grand-openings, special events and monthly mixers 
have also been a strong suit of the Chamber’s ability 
to bring its community together.

Over the last 12 months, KCHCC partnered 
with Kern County Public Health and numerous 
community partners, community leaders and health 
care institutions to bring free COVID-19 testing sites 

and vaccination clinics to Kern County’s underserved 
neighborhoods and community centers. These widely 
successful and heavily attended clinics are due in 
part, to the chamber’s strong community presence 
and esteemed reputation.
In addition to the Kern County Latino COVID-19 
Task Force, the Chamber was able to implement a 
strong virtual learning arena for its members and 
local business community. Online seminars relating 
to employment law, health and safety rules and 
regulations and traditional business readiness and 
preparation were continuously offered during the 
pandemic.
The CHCC’s Annual Convention is the largest 
regional gathering and networking venue for 
Hispanic businesses in the nation. The Convention 
also serves as a venue where the CHCC features the 
accomplishments and success of Hispanic business 
and community.
The CHCC is a statewide network of over 115 local 
Hispanic chambers and trade associations, creating 
the largest and premier ethnic business organization in 
the nation, representing the interest of the over 815,000 
Hispanic businesses in California. For over forty years, 
the CHCC has served as the leading regional Hispanic 
business organization in the nation, working to bring 
California’s Hispanic-owned businesses to the forefront 
of both California and national economic agendas.

Press Release by Kern County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
The Kern County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
(KCHCC) is proud to announce it will be receiving 
the prestigious award of Chamber of the Year. This 
honor will be awarded at The California Hispanic 
Chambers of Commerce’s (CHCC) Annual Statewide 
Convention on September 11, 2021, in Palm Springs, 
California.
“The California Hispanic Chambers of Commerce 
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Pandemic Causing Soaring Costs for 
Citrus Growers costs are up as much as 380%, since the start of the 

pandemic due to the limited supply of containers 
and delays at ports around the world.

While water and shipping costs are up significantly, 
all farming costs have increased over the past 18 
months. Fertilizer costs are up 49% and diesel fuel 
costs are up 38%, leading to additional costs through-
out the supply chain.

“As the cost of growing and delivering high quality 
California citrus increases, so must the prices consum-
ers pay at the grocery store,” said Casey Creamer, 
President/CEO of California Citrus Mutual. “Grow-
ers simply cannot absorb these increases and stay in 
business. Now more than ever, growers, retailers, 
and consumers must work together to maintain 
cost controls and support policies that keep fresh 
and healthy food like California citrus plentiful and 
affordable.”

Press Release Provided by California Citrus Mutual
The COVID pandemic continues to have rippling 
effects worldwide. For the California citrus industry, 
COVID and now a devastating drought, has resulted 
in staggering increases in farming and production 
costs for growers and minimal price correction in 
the market.
An internal industry survey of California citrus 
growers conducted by California Citrus Mutual 
(CCM) found that, on average, farming costs for 
the 2020-21 season increased by nearly $1,000 per 
acre. This represents a 19% increase since the start 
of the pandemic.
The two largest cost drivers are water and shipping. 
The spot market for surface water has increased 400% 
and in many cases is not available at all. Shipping 

CCM’s Alyssa Houtby Promoted
organization’s Washington D.C.-based lobby firm, 
The Russell Group. Houtby will work to expand 
trading relationships and closely monitor imported 
citrus in order to enhance the opportunities for the 
California citrus grower.
“Over the last ten years, Alyssa has been a steady 
presence here at CCM and has been integral to the 
success of the organization,” said President/CEO 
Casey Creamer. Alyssa is talented, committed, and 
hard-working; attributes that will continue to lead 
her to continued success in the future. We are proud 
of the work she has done to earn this promotion and 
excited for the opportunities to better outcomes for 
citrus growers moving forward.”
Alyssa began her career with CCM in December 
of 2011 shortly after obtaining a bachelor’s degree 
in Agricultural Business from Cal Poly San Luis 
Obispo. She is also a graduate of the California 
Agricultural Leadership Program, Class 49.

Press Release Provided by California Citrus Mutual
Alyssa Houtby has 
been promoted to 
Senior Director, 
Federal Affairs 
for Cal i fornia 
Citrus Mutual 
( C C M ) .  S h e 
previously served 
as the Director 
of Governmen-
tal Affairs, which 
primarily focused 
on California legis-
lative Affairs.
In her new posi-

tion, Alyssa will turn her attention to legislative 
and regulatory efforts at the federal level working 
alongside President/CEO Casey Creamer and the 

Alyssa Houtby, the new Senior Director, 
Federal Affairs for California Citrus Mutual

Grimmway Promotes Sara Oliver 
to Chief People Officer
Press Release Provided by Grimmway Farms
Grimmway Farms is proud to announce Sara Oliver 
as Chief People Officer (CPO), a new position within 
the company’s Executive Leadership team. In this 
role, Oliver will be responsible for leading all aspects 
of human resources strategy and operations, and will 
oversee development of the company’s annual Envi-
ronmental, Social and Governance (ESG) report.
Grimmway, the largest carrot producer in the world 
and largest organic vegetable producer in the USA, 
sells carrots and over 65 varieties of organic vege-
tables year-round. The company operates in seven 
states with a workforce exceeding 7,000 employees.
Oliver will continue to direct all areas of human 
resources for the company, focused on expanding 
opportunities for employees within the organization, 
recruiting and retaining exceptional talent, enabling 
a flexible and diverse workforce, and empowering a 
culture of growth. She will also oversee government 
and public affairs, steering the direction for Grim-
mway’s diversity, inclusion and equity initiatives.
“Sara is a respected and empathetic leader, committed 
to fostering positive and supportive employee experi-
ences,” said Jeff Huckaby, President and CEO. “She 
has led our team through times of expansion and 
growth, and times of swift organizational change. 

This promotion 
recognizes her 
successful career at 
Grimmway as well 
as our commitment 
to our most criti-
cal resource—our 
employees.”
Oliver has worked 
for the company for 
more than 25 years 
and has served as 
Vice President of Human Resources since 2017.
“I’m excited and gratified for the opportunity to work 
strategically with senior leadership and the board of 
directors on human capital initiatives, including our 
ESG performance reporting,” Sara said. “Our employ-
ees are the heart and soul of Grimmway Farms. I’m 
dedicated to developing talent to enhance our organi-
zational performance while driving an inclusive and 
diverse culture that celebrates our history as a company.”
Oliver is a graduate of the University of California, Davis 
where she earned a bachelor’s degree in economics. 
She also holds an SHRM Senior Certified Professional 
(SHRM-SCP) HR credential and has served on the 
board of directors for several non-profit organizations.

Alyssa Houtby, the new Senior Director, 
Federal Affairs for California Citrus Mutual
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On-farm Recharge
Continued from PAGE 1

can be used to replenish aquifers below confining clay 
layers. Reverse tile drains can recharge water all year 

experiences at On-Farm Recharge Webinar: Pecans 
& Other Nuts - YouTube (start at 59 minutes) 

Many basins have areas with contaminated ground-
water. By recharging good quality water and pumping 
the poorer quality water (e.g. water high in nitrogen), 
groundwater quality can improve over time. Figure 
1 provides an illustration of how conditions can be 
improved compared to a no recharge situation. 

On-farm recharge is one of the most cost-effective ways 
of storing water. In 2016, Mr. Stacey Sullivan, Policy 
Director for Sustainable Conservation, compared the 
costs of on-farm recharge to the costs of dedicated 
recharge basins. “For on farm recharge, we found the 
costs running between $40 and $107 per acre-foot, 
and the range on that is very much on whether or not 
there’s existing flood irrigation capacity on the land, or 
whether you’d need to put something in,” he said. “But 
even with adding additional canals, it’s still cheaper 
than building a dedicated recharge basin at $124 an 
acre-foot and obviously, if we’re going to start talking 
about significant surface storage, those numbers go 
up by a factor of 10 or more.”

The water wars in the Valley are very real. Ground 
water basins need at least an additional two million-acre 
feet per year, on average. But if wet winters occur only 
one year in three, that means at least 6 million-acre feet 
need to be recharged when the water is available. That 
is more than three times the size of San Luis Reservoir. 
It is an enormous undertaking. But if on-farm recharge 
were to occur on hundreds of fields throughout the 
Valley, and with the help of some trusted allies, this 
battle could be won.

example Groundwater Recharge Through Winter 
Flooding of Agricultural Land in the San Joaquin 
Valley (SusCon.org) that provides information on the 
timing of recharge applications for perennial crops. 
Farmers in the Valley are getting creative, says Aaron 
Fukuda, general manager of Tulare Irrigation District. 
Farmers who once converted their orchards that were 
flood irrigated to a drip or micro sprinkler system, are 
now reconverting them to a dual system. When those 
really wet winters come, they flood their dormant 
fields. The rest of the time, they maximize irrigation 
efficiency. This clever strategy maximizes recharge 
when water is plentiful and dispenses it sparingly 
when water is short.
On-farm recharge is not without its concerns. People 
are concerned that on-farm recharge will distribute 
pesticides and fertilizer applied on the surface to the 
groundwater. But adverse effects can be avoided if 
the practice is implemented properly – see Water 
Sustainability at Technical Resources | Sustainable 
Conservation (suscon.org). General advice for protecting 
water quality during recharge is to coordinate with your 
water district manager so he or she is aware of what 
you are doing, especially if you are near communities 
with domestic wells. Have a nutrient management 
program and adhere to it to avoid applying more 
fertilizer than the crop can use, and work with the 
water district to monitor groundwater quality. On-farm 
recharge can affect operations: when and how much 
fertilizer should be applied given there is a chance 
that water for recharge may become available shortly 
after fertilizer application, flooded fields complicate 
spray applications, and some disease risks will be 
elevated. For more on this, see some farmers personal 

long below the root zone. On-farm recharge won’t work 
everywhere; some soils are too tight and won’t take the 
water. Some have underlying clay layers that prevent 
the water from reaching the water table. And some 
farms overlie contaminated groundwater such that 

recharge in the area would 
not be beneficial. But for 
many places in the Valley, 
particularly those on deep 
sandy soils, it would work 
very well. 
Many farmers would natu-
rally be concerned about 
what recharge would do to 
the health of their crops and 
therefore their yield. Various 
industry groups have been 
looking at this for some 
time. The Almond Board, 
for example, in a multi-year 
study found that recharge in 
dormant almond orchards 
didn’t negatively impact 
yield. Jesse Roseman at the 
Almond Board is taking this 
research and developing 
a guidance document 
for growers interested in 
on-farm recharge in their 
almond orchards. Contact 
him at JRoseman@Almond-
Board.com for more informa-
tion. Additional information 
is available online. See for 

$

Laws and permits

Cost & incentives
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Location

Factors to consider before implementing on-farm recharge (MAGSA)

Figure 1. Groundwater quality over time, with and without recharge. At sites with low nitrate levels in 
recharge water but high legacy levels of nitrates in the soil, recharge (the blue line) could potentially 
worsen conditions in the short term but improve conditions in the long term compared to the no 
recharge condition (brown line).

New Directors of Almond Board of 
California Begin Their Terms
Press Release Provided by the Almond Board of California
The new Board of Directors of the Almond Board of 
California (ABC) took their seats on Wednesday August 
11th with five voting members—three of them new 
to the board—beginning new terms to help oversee 
ABC’s support of one of California’s most important 
agricultural crops.
Board members, whose terms officially began Aug. 
1, also elected Brian Wahlbrink as chair and George 
Goshgarian Jr. as vice chair.
“This is a knowledgeable, talented board,” Wahlbrink 
said. “Our board members come from across our 
industry and around our state. They bring great energy 
and an impressive range of experience, and we’re all 
eager to continue moving California almonds forward 
as one of the state’s most valuable and important crops.”
The 10-member board of ABC has five grower members 
– three representing independent growers and two 
representing growers working with cooperatives – and 
five handler members, also with three independents 
and two co-op reps.
The new grower representatives are:
• Paul Ewing, an independent from RPAC Almonds 

in Los Banos. He was re-elected and takes a 1-year 
term. 

• Joe Gardiner, an independent from Treehouse 
California Almonds in Earlimart. He was an alternate 

on the previous board and takes a 3-year term.
• Christine Gemperle, a co-op grower from Gemperle 

Orchards in Ceres. She was also a former alternate 
and takes a 3-year term.

The new handler representatives are:
• Darren Rigg, an independent handler from Minturn 

Nut Co in Le Grand. He was re-elected and takes a 
1-year term. 

• Bob Silveria, an independent handler from Vann 
Family Orchards in Williams. He will serve a 3-year 
term. 

In addition, the board has five new alternates:
• Brandon Rebeiro, an independent grower from 

Gold Leaf Farming in Modesto. 
• Chris Bettencourt, an independent grower from 

Westley.
• Kent Stenderup, a co-op grower from Stenderup 

Ag Partners in Bakersfield and former chair of the 
ABC Board.

• Dexter Long, an independent handler from Hilltop 
Ranch in Ballico. He was re-elected as an alternate.

• Chad DeRose, an independent handler from Famoso 
Nut Co. in McFarland. He was also re-elected as an 
alternate.

The ABC board sets policy and recommends budgets 
to the Secretary of Agriculture in major areas, including 
production research, public relations and advertising, 
nutrition research, statistical reporting, quality control 
and food safety.
ABC is a Federal Marketing Order dedicated to promot-
ing California almonds to domestic and international 
audiences through marketing efforts and by funding 
and promoting research about almonds' health benefits, 
efficient and sustainable farming, food safety and more. 
ABC works on behalf of the more than 7,600 almond 
growers and processors in California, many of whom 
are multi-generational family operations.
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leaders plus investment capital to fuel growth are 
two elements that are crucial for a startup’s success 
in this industry.”
AgSharks was first held in 2017, and through the 
competition, three early-stage companies have earned 
seed money to elevate their businesses to the next 
level. In fact, past winners Hazel Technologies and 
Burro, formerly known as Augean Robotics, have 
since brought their products from development to 
market. Hazel Technologies recently closed a Series 
C financing round and is now advancing the industry 
with sachets that extend the shelf life of fresh produce 
by as much as three times. Burro is helping solve 
farmers’ labor woes with the expansion of its fleet of 
autonomous robots to farms across the west.
About Western Growers:
Founded in 1926, Western Growers represents local and regional 
family farmers growing fresh produce in Arizona, California, 
Colorado and New Mexico. Our members and their workers 
provide over half the nation's fresh fruits, vegetables and tree 
nuts, including nearly half of America's fresh organic produce. 
Some members also farm throughout the U.S. and in other 
countries so people have year-round access to nutritious food. 
For generations, we have provided variety and healthy choices 
to consumers. Connect with and learn more about Western 
Growers on our Twitter and Facebook.
About S2G Ventures:
S2G Ventures is a multi-stage venture fund investing across 
the food, agriculture, oceans and seafood markets. The fund's 
mission is to catalyze innovation to meet consumer demands for 
healthy and sustainable food systems. S2G has identified sectors 
across the food system that are ripe for change and is building a 
multi-stage portfolio including seed, venture and growth-stage 
investments. Core areas of interest for S2G are agriculture, oceans, 
ingredients, infrastructure and logistics, IT and hardware, food 
safety and technology, retail and restaurants, and consumer 
brands. For more information about S2G, visit S2GVentures.
com, tune in to our podcast or connect with us on LinkedIn.

Press Release Provided by Western Growers
Western Growers (WG) and S2G Ventures are 
now accepting applications for the 2021 AgSharks 
Competition, a unique event where start-up companies 
pitch their innovations in front of a live audience of 
the world’s largest specialty crop producers to win 
a $250,000 minimum investment. Impact-driven 
entrepreneurs and startups developing technologies 
that promote a more healthy and sustainable food 
and agriculture system can apply for the AgSharks 
Competition at 2021AgSharks.SplashThat.com. 
Applications close on Monday, October 11, 2021.
“Our AgSharks Competition is an exciting and 
impactful event that has already yielded bottom-line 
benefits for our members,” said Western Growers 
President and CEO Dave Puglia. “While there is much 
more we are doing to speed innovative technologies to 
our industry, AgSharks creates a special opportunity 
for agtech entrepreneurs to win the hearts and minds 
of growers on a very high profile stage. We’re looking 
forward to this year’s competition.”
Five startups will be selected to pitch their inventions 
to a panel of growers, shippers, processors and venture 
capitalists in front of more than 300 fresh produce 
farmers and industry leaders during the WG Annual 
Meeting in San Diego, California, on November 9, 
2021. In addition to investment capital, the winner(s) 
will receive international recognition, mentoring from 
S2G and WG, potential access to farm acreage to 
pilot their technologies and access to WG’s expansive 
network of leading fresh produce companies.
“AgSharks leads as the only pitch competition that 
offers agtech startups an audience with the biggest 
agricultural companies across the globe,” said Audre 
Kapacinskas, Vice President at S2G Ventures. “The 
combination of exclusive access to hundreds of industry 

Fourth-annual AgSharks Competition 
Will Provide Agtech Startups Exclusive 
Access to Produce Leaders and Funding 
to Advance Innovative Solutions for the 
Agriculture Sector

Farm, Ranch and Transitional Use Properties

When it is time to sell your farm there is only 1 decision! 
Pearson Realty a Tradition in Trust Since 1919

FARMLAND      PRICED REDUCED $17,000±/AC 
20± acres, Kern Delta Water Dist, Kern Island Utility water,  
south Bakersfield
LAND           PRICED REDUCED $2,125±/AC 
80± acres, poss bee-keeping,  dry farming, mitigation,  open 
space, recreation, or solar Buttonwillow Area, near Nwy 5
ALMONDS AND OPEN GROUND  $27,289±/AC 
111.42± ac, 1 well, 1 domestic well and 3.14 AF Wheeler Ridge 
Maricopa WSD contract water, Grade 1 Excellent Soils
FARMLAND  21,500±/AC 
117.82± acres, located in Kings County WD/Well grade 1 - 
Excellent Soils, Hanford
WALNUTS  $32,000±/AC 
149.33± acres, Lindmore ID + Wells, Productive Soils, 
Lindsay
FARMLAND        $13,000±/AC 
156.96± acres, Wasco Area, Semi-Tropic WSD non-contract 
water, 1 well, Productive soils, and Perfect for permanent crops.

LAND OPPORTUNITY $16,635±/AC 
150.29± acres, close to PGE sub-station, natural gas 
main line, high transmission power lines traverse the site. 
Buttonwillow, CA

DRYLAND  PRICED REDUCED $2,250±/AC 
160 acres, mostly grade 1 soils, Near Valley Acres

ALMONDS   SALE PENDING 
959.54± ac, wells and Semi-Tropic WSD non contact service, Productive soils

ALMONDS AND FARMLAND $21,790±/AC  
995.11± acres, Wasco Area, Semi-Tropic WSD Contract 
and non-contract water, 5 wells, Productive Soils, and 
Almonds in full production.

WINE GRAPES SALE PENDING 

1022.97± acres, Kern and Tulare County, Kern portion 
Semi-Tropic WSD non-contract water, 7 Wells, Productive Soils, 
and Producing Wine Grapes.

4900 California Ave 210B, 
Bakersfield, CA 93309

www.pearsonrealty.com
KAMERON M. STEWART 
kstewart@pearsonrealty.com

661.809.1817

ROBB M. STEWART, AFM
rstewart@pearsonrealty.com

661.303.2930

CalBRE Lic.#000020875

For more information contact us at:
Daniel Palla / Grower Relations Manager
(661) 345-6613 / daniel@jssalmonds.com

www.jssalmonds.com

5600 Norris Road 
Bakersfield, CA 93308 

 (661) 328-5755

Our goal is to highlight the great work our
growers put into growing their almonds.

At JSS Almonds we work diligently to deliver
continuously competitive and profitable returns

to our growers.

benefits to local energy supplies, grid resilience, and 
economic development in forested and agricultural 
communities.

Additionally, in the San Joaquin Valley, open 
burning of agricultural waste has increased 400 
percent over the past five years, which has lasting and 
disproportionate health impacts on disadvantaged 
communities. In February 2021, the Air Resources 
Board adopted a plan to phase out the open burning 
of agricultural waste and the plan calls specifically 
for increased public investment in new bioenergy 
facilities as a much cleaner, healthier alternative to 
open burning.

“Investing in advanced technology biomass conver-
sion will help California meet its climate and air 
quality goals by investing in advanced technologies 
that convert waste biomass to clean, renewable 
energy,” said Julia Levin, Executive Director of the 
Bioenergy Association of California. “We thank 
Assemblymember Salas for authoring this bill 
and look forward to seeing the next generation of 
bioenergy projects.

AB 322 passed with bipartisan support and will now 
head to the Governor’s Desk.

Salas Champions Biomass Bill to Improve 
Air Quality & Produce Renewable Energy

Press Release Provided by Assemblymember Rudy Salas
Assemblymember Rudy Salas (D-Bakersfield) passed 
Assembly Bill (AB) 322, which directs the California 
Energy Commission to prioritize more funding for 
new bioenergy projects under the Electricity Program 
Investment Charge (EPIC), which invests in scientific 
and technological research to advance the electrical 
grid and make it stable and renewable.
“With California facing catastrophic wildfires and 
increased burning of agricultural waste, we need 
every tool to help us reduce waste, clean the air and 
produce renewable energy,” said Assemblymember 
Salas. “With the passage of AB 322, we are helping 
fund the technology of the future that will allow us 
to take waste out of our communities and turn it 
into reliable power.
According to the California Board of Forestry’s 
2020 Biomass Utilization Plan, investments in the 
EPIC program is needed to reduce open burning, 
wildfire hazards, harmful emissions, and to increase 

AB 322 will direct more funding to 
innovative, new bioenergy projects 
in California
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DECEMBER 7–9, 2021 
THE CONFERENCE IS FREE TO ATTEND. 

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN AT 
ALMONDS.COM/CONFERENCE

We’re baaaack! The Almond Conference 
returns to Sacramento, December 7-9, 2021, 
in person at the newly renovated SAFE Credit 
Union Convention Center. 

We are bringing back everything you love 
about The Almond Conference—the trade 
show, educational sessions, keynote 
speakers and networking events—in the 
upgraded venue. It promises to be The 
Almond Conference to remember!

This year’s theme, Rooted in Success, 
focuses on the foundation of our industry’s 
growth—strategic market development, 
innovative research, and accelerated 
adoption of industry best practices—in 
keeping with our vision to make life better by 
what we grow and how we grow. 

Mark your calendars now and make plans to 
join us for The Almond Conference 2021!

VISIT ALMONDS.COM/CONFERENCE TO 
REGISTER, BOOK YOUR HOTEL AND STAY  
UP-TO-DATE ON THE LATEST INFORMATION. 
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California Fresh Produce Industry 
Decries Assembly Action on SB 559

Assembly’s leaders leave no uncertainty as to the 
future they want for the farms, farmers, farmworkers 
and communities of the San Joaquin Valley. They 
will do whatever it takes to keep taxpayer money 
flowing to a high-speed rail project we can do without 
and do whatever it takes to deny funds to help repair 
water infrastructure we cannot do without. We are 
enormously grateful to Senator Hurtado for her tenacity 
and to those who stood with her even as their leaders 
gave them, and all of us, the middle finger.”
About California Citrus Mutual:
California Citrus Mutual was founded by growers 
in 1977 as a non-profit trade association and is head-
quartered in Exeter, California. Our members are 
citrus growers that collectively grow oranges, lemons, 
mandarins, and grapefruit across roughly 250,000 
acres in California. They provide Californian’s and 
the world with the highest quality fresh citrus, are a 
critical economic sector for our rural communities, and 
provide ladders of opportunities for their hardworking 
employees and their families.
About California Fresh Fruit Association:
The California Fresh Fruit Association is a voluntary public 
policy organization that works on behalf of our members - growers, 
shippers, marketers and associates - on issues that specifically affect 
member commodities: fresh grapes, kiwis, pomegranates, cherries, 
blueberries, peaches, pears, apricots, nectarines, interspecific 
varieties, plums, apples and persimmons. It is the Association's 
responsibility to serve as a liaison between regulatory and legislative 
authorities by acting as the unified voice of our members
About Western Growers:
Founded in 1926, Western Growers represents local and regional 
family farmers growing fresh produce in California, Arizona, 
Colorado and New Mexico. Western Growers' members and 
their workers provide over half the nation's fresh fruits, vegetables 
and tree nuts, including half of America's fresh organic produce. 
Connect and learn more about Western Growers on Twitter 
and Facebook.

Press Release Provided by Western Growers
In response to California State Senator Melissa Hurtado 
being forced to pull SB 559 after the California State 
Assembly Appropriations Committee removed all 
funding provisions, a coalition of leading California 
fresh produce organizations issued the following 
statement:
“With nearly 90 percent of the state in extreme or 
exceptional drought, including virtually all the 3.25 
million acres of farmland dependent on irrigation from 
the State Water Project and Central Valley Project, the 
move to strip SB 559 of its funding demonstrates the 
clear intent of the Assembly to drive food production out 
of California,” said California Fresh Fruit Association 
President Ian LeMay. “In light of the staggering state 
budget surplus, the decision to defund the repair of 
our critical conveyance systems is not financial, but 
ideological, and will harm thousands of multi-gen-
erational family farms and countless disadvantaged 
communities in the San Joaquin Valley.”
“Water supply reliability is central to the production of 
food in California, and vital to the rural communities 
and statewide economy that is supported by the 
agriculture industry,” said California Citrus Mutual 
President and CEO Casey Creamer. “SB 559 would 
have funded long overdue repairs to canals and other 
conveyance infrastructure that have been damaged 
by subsidence. California cannot afford to waste even 
a single drop of its limited water resources in the face 
of changing hydrological conditions and recurring 
drought. In addition to the need to build more above 
and below ground storage, our state must also invest 
in fixing our broken water delivery systems.”
“Farms that cannot irrigate crops to grow food will 
inevitably reduce operations or cease farming altogether. 
When enough of them do, farmworkers lose the most,” 
said Western Growers President and CEO Dave 
Puglia. “In once again eviscerating Senator Hurtado’s 
legislation to repair critical water infrastructure, the 

Western Growers Unveils Middle 
School to Post Graduate Agtech 
Career Development Pipeline

Press Release Provided by Western Growers
Western Growers (WG) has bolstered its workforce 
development efforts with the launch of five initiatives 
aimed at transitioning the agriculture workforce to 
master rapidly developing agricultural technology. 
The initiatives make up WG’s Agtech Workforce 
Readiness Campaign, which was announced last 
night at AgTechX Ed at Reedley College.
“We need agtech startups and technology experts to 

As part of the Western Growers Careers in Ag program, college students 
embark on 3-day tours of agricultural and technology operations in 
Monterey County, the Central Valley, and the Coachella and Imperial 
valleys and Yuma, Arizona (Western Growers)

help us automate key functions such as harvesting, 
weeding and thinning,” said Western Growers Pres-
ident and CEO Dave Puglia. “As their innovations 
come forward, we will need trained and creative 
people to work on our farms and in our facilities 
who are adept in everything from agriculture and 
agronomy to data analytics and technology integra-
tion. These initiatives are designed to make sure we 
get there on time.”

WG started its agtech workforce development focus 
in 2016 with the launch of Careers in Ag – a career 
pathways program. However, with the rapid devel-
opment of innovative agtech solutions in the past 
few years, WG has ramped up its efforts to meet 
the growing demand for workers with a different 
type of skill set.

The WG Agtech Workforce Readiness Campaign 
include the following initiatives:

• AgTechX Ed: A statewide initiative aimed at devel-
oping a future workforce with the skills and knowl-
edge to navigate emerging on-farm technology.

• NextGen Curriculum Development: A project 

See CAREER DEVELOPMENT on the NEXT PAGE
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PENMAX®

AGRICULTURAL WATER 
PENETRANT

Penmax® will greatly increase water 
penetration, flush salts away from the root 
zone, increase the beneficial microbial base 

and will reduce clouding and crusting. In 
permanent crops, Penmax® will move water 

8 feet vertically and 12 feet horizontally, 
which will bank water for later use.

We guarantee quality and the ability to ship the best products
in their class at competitive prices world wide.

• Penmax® (Non-Ionic)

• No pH effect on soils

• No compounds formed with hard water

• Less product required

• Penmax® enhances the activity of soil organisms

• Improves and balances the soil ecology

• Preserves soil moisture by minimizing water evaporation

• Allows water to move deeper and laterally in soils

• Helps carry excess problem salts away from roots

• Creates an improved root/soil interface

(661) 327-9604    (800) 542-6664 CA Only
WesternNutrientsCorp.com

Providing you wisdom and actionable advice 
about Finance, Investing, Real Estate, Income 
Taxes, Insurance, and the Law. Featuring local 
business and community leaders discussing 
relevant topics that matter to you.

OUR TWO CENTS
PODCAST

OurTwoCentsPodcast.com

Career Development
Continued from PAGE 13

that will address the need for agriculture worker 
education by developing a curriculum that can 
be leveraged across campuses in the University of 
California, California State University and Cali-
fornia Community College systems to provide the 
training needed for agtech expertise for the next-
gen agricultural workforce.

• Junior AgSharks: Students from middle and 
high schools in rural areas are invited to serve as 
AgSharks, where they listen to pitches from agtech 
startups and vet their technologies as well as learn 
about the latest technologies by interacting with 
leaders in the agriculture industry and venture 
capitalist space.

• Home for the Holidays: An annual professional 
mixer where college students are invited to an 
exclusive meet-and-greet with agriculture industry 
leaders and technology companies.

Throughout the tour, students learn about the vast array of STEM jobs 
available in the industry, meet ag professionals who provide career insight 
and guidance, and connect with Western Growers members to possibly 
pursue an internship or job within their operation (Western Growers)

• Careers in Ag: A career pathways program encour-
ages college students to pursue science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM) careers 
within the agricultural industry.

“The Careers in Ag Program reinforced my desire 
to work in the ag industry,” said Anahi Huerta, one 
of 250 students who have participated in the Careers 
in Ag Program. “During the program, I was exposed 
to the variety of careers available in ag. When I grad-
uated UC Davis, I was offered a position at a farm 
in California’s Coachella Valley and have been able 
to apply my managerial economics degree to my 
current role as food safety coordinator.”
To accompany the initiatives, WG also rolled out 
the Agtech Workforce Readiness Campaign website 
today: AgTechWorkforce.com. The website is a 
one-stop-shop where stakeholders can find information 
about WG’s initiatives; watch videos and read articles 
about students who are already making a difference 
in the workforce; hear directly from farmers about 
workforce needs; and join the cause.

Middle and high school students from rural areas are invited to serve 
as AgSharks, where they listen to pitches from agtech startups and 
vet their technologies (Western Growers)

AFIA Invites Students to Present at Pet 
Food Conference
Press Release Provided by the American Feed Industry Association
The American Feed Industry Association (AFIA) is 
looking for outstanding students to present their research 
or subject matter reviews at the upcoming AFIA Pet 
Food Conference. Graduate students will be invited to 
present their work as speakers during the conference, 
and undergraduates or graduate students will be 
invited to present posters. The daylong conference 
will take place on Jan. 25, 2022, in conjunction with 
the International Production & Processing Expo in 
Atlanta, Ga.
“We are happy to provide this opportunity to the next 
generation of pet food industry innovators and leaders,” 
said Louise Calderwood, AFIA’s director of regulatory 
affairs. “We want to ensure students interested in the 
pet nutrition industry have a platform to present their 
research and that all students have direct access to 
leaders in this field to gain additional insights.”
Students should develop the research topic as an 
industry or trade conference presentation rather than 
for a scientific audience. Emphasis should be placed 

on the background and development of rationale 
with a focus on conclusions and implications for the 
pet food industry.
The selected students will have the opportunity to 
present their research to roughly 300 conference 
attendees, including representatives from all major 
pet food manufacturers and professional roles within 
their companies.
Submission materials are due by Nov. 8. For more 
information on the submission guidelines or to apply, 
visit AFIA’s website.

Jack Russell terrier (Javier Brosch / Shutterstock)
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shared GoldGlove. “You can pour straight from the 
bag for no mess and no greasy fingers – trust me, 
your controllers and keyboards will thank you later.”
The deal will begin with GoldGlove broadcasting NBA 
2K starting Friday, September 17 at 4 p.m. PST on 
Twitch, and continue with additional broadcasts in 
September and October. As part of the streams, viewers 
will have an opportunity to redeem an exclusive 
promotional offering on all Wonderful Pistachios 
No Shells varieties.
No Shells, New Flavors and Less Mess
The Wonderful Pistachios esports marketing campaign 
highlights the newest No Shells flavors, BBQ and Sea 
Salt & Vinegar, which hit shelves in March 2021. 
Adding to its existing lineup of No Shells, the new 
No Shells flavors give people even more choice when 
it comes to selecting a healthy and delicious snack. 
Wonderful Pistachios No Shells are also available in 
Roasted & Salted, Lightly Salted, Honey Roasted, 
and Chili Roasted.
According to Information Resources, Inc. (IRI), a data 
analytics and market research company focused on the 
consumer packaged goods industry, the popularity of 
Wonderful Pistachios No Shells has made Wonderful 
Pistachios one of America’s fastest-growing snack 
brands, driving double-digit growth for the company.
Wonderful Pistachios No Shells flavor varieties are 
available in convenient .75 oz single-serve packs that 
are perfect portion control for gamers between meals, 
as well as larger 5.5 oz, 11 oz, or 22 oz options for 
sharing. Compared to potato chips, pistachios offer 
three times as many pieces per serving providing 49 
nuts per ounce, compared to just 15 potato chips. 
Wonderful Pistachios are a good source of plant protein 
(6 grams per 1oz serving) and fiber (3 grams per 1oz 
serving). Additionally, about 90% of the fats found 
in pistachios are unsaturated, for a trio of nutrients 
that may help keep snackers feeling fuller for longer, 
that could be beneficial for longer gaming sessions.
For more information about Wonderful Pistachios, please visit 
GetCrackin.com, Facebook at /WonderfulPistachios, and 
Instagram at @WonderfulPistachios.

Wonderful® Pistachios Expands 
Esports Marketing With Content 
Partnership
Press Release Provided by The Wonderful Company
As part of its continued quest to promote healthy snack-
ing done right, Wonderful® Pistachios is furthering its 
investment in esports through a content partnership 
with streamer Brennon “GoldGlove” O’Neill. As 
part of this marketing campaign across Twitch and 
YouTube gaming channels, Wonderful Pistachios is 
targeting adventurous snackers who are in pursuit of 
flavor to bring awareness to its newest No Shells BBQ 
and No Shells Sea Salt & Vinegar varieties.
Wonderful Pistachios’ annual North America retail 
sales last year surpassed the $1 billion milestone with 
a robust and growing number of product offerings, 
positioning this premium nut brand for success as 
it continues to expand its footprint and reach new 
audiences.
“Over the years Wonderful Pistachios has become a 
household name through strategic partnerships with 
some of the most recognizable Hollywood talent, 
professional athletes, social media influencers and 
so much more. Our esports expansion only furthers 
our mission to share our favorite plant protein snack 
nut with new audiences, and on newer platforms 
that have tremendous growth potential,” said Adam 
Cooper, senior vice president, Wonderful Pistachios.
With 47 million U.S. adults being esports fans 
according to a report by MRI Simmons, and more 
than 80% of esports fans reporting that they eat or 
drink while watching (Newzoo), the convenience of 
Wonderful Pistachios No Shells makes marathon 
gaming (and snacking) easy for esports fans.
Wonderful Pistachios has partnered with GoldGlove 
for three sponsored livestreams through October, 
reaching his dedicated social media and streaming 
audience of 1.4MM followers on Twitch, 1.2MM 
subscribers on YouTube, 400.6K followers on Twitter, 
and 148K followers on Instagram.
“The No Shells pistachios are a seriously-delicious, 
one-handed and guilt-free snack while gaming,” 

PROPERTY FEATURES

Location: Prime Corner Locations of South Bakersfield

Acreage: Two Parcels Totaling 177 +/- Acres

Water: • Kern Delta Water District
• Kern Island Utility Service Area

Sale Price: Call Broker for Details

Kevin Palla, AFM • 661.333.1000 
kevin.palla@paccra.com • Associate Director 

Land Advisory Group • Lic. 01514403

COMING TO MARKET

KERN ISLAND 177 
BAKERSFIELD, CA

LAND 
ADVISORY 
GROUP

Wonderful® Pistachios Drives Plant 
Protein Conversation Forward With 
3rd Annual Educational Offering
Press Release Provided by The Wonderful Company
Wonderful® Pistachios, a leader in complete plant 
protein, will host a virtual panel discussion to 
empower the nutrition community and retail partners 
with top tier tips and techniques to move consumers 
toward plant protein for better health. The virtual 
event will be held from 9:00–10:00 a.m. PDT on 
Thursday, October 7, 2021.

The panel will include four top experts in their 
respective fields: Maya Feller, MS, RD, CDN, 
nutritionist, author, and nationally recognized media 
expert regularly seen on Good Morning America; 
Jennifer Gibson, MS, RD, CSSD, elite sports 
nutrition specialist and Sports Science Coordinator 
for the NFL Chicago Bears; Krystal Register, MS, 
RD, LDN, Director of Health and Well-being at 
the Food Industry Association; Diana Salsa, senior 
director, Marketing, Wonderful Pistachios; and 
moderated by Maggie Moon, MS, RD, associate 
vice president, Nutrition Communications, The 
Wonderful Company. 

“People are more curious than ever about eating 
to stay healthy,” said Feller. “There’s an art and a 
science to communicating responsibly to millions, 
in ways that resonate, and I’m excited to be a part 
of this panel to share my best tips and tricks.” 

“I’m thrilled to add a sports nutrition perspective to 
the panel,” said Gibson. “From weekend warriors 
to elite athletes, it’s gratifying to see the increased 
interest in how a real food approach that includes 
delicious plant protein foods can support performance 
goals.” Gibson will be sharing best practices cultivated 
from an exceptional career that includes working 
with some of the world’s best athletes.
Wonderful Pistachios is a complete plant protein. 
Pistachios are the only good source of protein among 
popular snack nuts. As a champion for the plant-
based movement, this is the third annual program 
from Wonderful Pistachios, and builds on 2019’s 
Plant-Based Nutrition Leadership Symposium, and 
2020’s Plant Protein Virtual Seminar. 
“Year over year, Wonderful Pistachios continues 
to drive the plant protein conversation forward 
with an open dialogue among leading experts and 
influential voices,” said Moon. “It’s our honor and 
privilege to bring this caliber of program to the 
nutrition community.”
Those interested in taking part may sign up for free by 
registering online by October 4, 2021. Attendees who 
register by September 23, 2021 will be automatically 
entered to win a swag bag. Registered dietitians will 
receive 1 CPEU (Continuing Professional Education 
Unit) for attending.

POM Wonderful® Launches National 
Cocktail Contest to Support Local 
Bars Following Pandemic Closures

on Instagram along with the recipe, tagging @
POMWonderful and nominating a local bar. Entries 
will be judged on presentation, creativity, diversity 
of ingredients, and the extent to which POM Juice 
is featured.
On October 1, 10 finalists will be chosen, and their 

See COCKTAIL CONTEST on the NEXT PAGE

Pomegranate cocktail (Julie208 / Shutterstock)

Five bars to receive a $10,000 cash 
prize and a year’s supply of POM 
Wonderful® 100% Pomegranate Juice 
by creating cocktails made with the 
Antioxidant Superpower
Press Release Provided by The Wonderful Company
POM Wonderful® is excited to launch a social media 
cocktail contest dedicated to supporting local bars 
that were impacted by pandemic closures. The 
competition will put bartenders’ mixology skills to the 
test as they create cocktails using POM Wonderful 
100% Pomegranate Juice. Five winners will each 
designate a deserving bar to receive a $10,000 cash 
prize and year’s supply of POM Juice.

Mixologists across the country are encouraged to 
highlight the sweet-yet-tart taste of POM Juice and 
enter the #POMCocktailContest. Entrants will be 
tasked with developing a signature POM-inspired 
cocktail and sharing a photo of their creation 
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or national level specialty crop issues, including food 
safety, plant pests and disease, research, crop-specific 
projects addressing common issues, and market-
ing and promotion.  All prospective applicants are 
encouraged to review the 2021 SCMP Request for 
Applications on the USDA, AMS website: AMS.
USDA.gov/Sites/Default/Files/Media/2021_
SCMP_RFA.pdf.
Beginning September 24, 2021 additional information 
about the SCMP, including application instructions 
and templates will be available on the CDFA SCMP 
website: CDFA.CA.gov/Specialty_Crop_Compet-
itiveness_Grants/SCMP.html.
Grant awards will range from $250,000 to $1 million 
per project and projects may last for up to three 

Press Release by the California Department of Food and Agriculture
The California Department of Food and Agriculture 
(CDFA) is accepting proposals for the 2022 Specialty 
Crop Block Grant Program, applications for the 2022 
Specialty Crop Block Grant Program Technical 
Review Committee members, and proposals for the 
2021 Specialty Crop Multi-State Program.
2022 Specialty Crop Block Grant Program
Grant awards will range from $100,000 to $500,000 
per project and projects may last for up to two years 
and six months (projects submitted to the Additional 
Assistance for Historically Underrepresented Orga-
nizations will range from $50,000 to $100,000 and 
may last up to two years). Non-profit and for-profit 
organizations; local, state, federal, and Tribal govern-
ment entities; and public and private colleges and 
universities are eligible to apply (only non-profits 
and tribal governments may apply to the Additional 
Assistance for Historically Underrepresented Orga-
nizations Program). Specialty crops include fruits and 
vegetables, tree nuts, dried fruits, horticulture, and 
nursery crops (including floriculture). Please review 
the 2022 Request for Concept Proposals for detailed 
application instructions.
All applicants must register online with the Financial 
Assistance Application Submittal Tool (FAAST), 
FAAST.WaterBoards.CA.gov, to apply. Concept 
proposals must be submitted electronically using 
FAAST by Friday, October 8, 2021, at 5:00 p.m. PT.
Prospective applicants are encouraged to visit the 

program’s website, CDFA.CA.gov/Grants for full 
details or contact CDFA’s Office of Grants Adminis-
tration at Grants@CDFA.CA.gov or leave a message 
at (916) 657-3231 for additional information.
2022 Technical Review Committee Members
The Technical Review Committee (TRC) is comprised 
of volunteers with knowledge and expertise regarding 
California’s specialty crop industry. The committee 
reviews, evaluates, and makes recommendations to 
CDFA on proposals submitted for funding to Califor-
nia’s Specialty Crop Block Grant Program.
Individuals interested in serving on the TRC must 
submit a completed application form and a copy of 
their résumé to Grants@CDFA.CA.gov before 5:00 
p.m. on Monday, October 4, 2021. Please reference 
the first page of the application form for require-
ments and restrictions. For more information and to 
download the application please visit the program’s 
website, CDFA.CA.gov/Grants or contact CDFA’s 
Office of Grants Administration at Grants@CDFA.
CA.gov or leave a message at (916) 657-3231 for addi-
tional information. 
2021 Specialty Crop Multi-State Program
The Specialty Crop Multi-State Program (SCMP) is 
a federal grant program offered by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Agricultural Marketing Service 
(USDA, AMS). The purpose of the SCMP is to 
competitively award funds to projects that enhance 
the competitiveness of specialty crops by funding 
collaborative, multi-state projects that address regional 

California Department of Food and Agriculture Announces 
Multiple Funding Opportunities for California Specialty Crops

years. Specialty crop producer associations and 
groups, other state agencies, Tribal government enti-
ties, universities, non-profits, and other stakeholder 
groups and organizations are eligible to apply. All 
SCMP proposals must include at least two partners 
(referred to as "multi-state partners") with substan-
tive involvement in the project, and the multi-state 
partners must be located in two different states to 
qualify for the program.
The deadline to submit SCMP proposals to Califor-
nia is 1:59 p.m. PT on November 4, 2021. Propos-
als must be submitted electronically to Grants@
CDFA.CA.gov.
All questions regarding the SCMP should be emailed 
to Grants@CDFA.CA.gov. Please stipulate in the 
subject line that your question is specific to the SCMP.

Alternating carrot and onion fields (Richard Thornton / Shutterstock)

While you 
grow, grow.

DON’T GROW IT ALONE

You have enough on your plate feeding 
the world without having to worry about 
marketing materials and great design 
that sells. Good thing you can partner 
with us. While you’re hard at work 
focusing on what you do best, we help 
grow your agribusiness and raise your 
brand awareness strategically.

Call 661 489 4444  Visit TheMarcomGroup.com

Logos  Branding  Websites  Social Media  Packaging  
Marketing  Advertising  Videos  Displays  Promo Items

burst of flavor and antioxidant goodness, perfect 
for those looking for a better-for-you mixer. To 
learn more about the contest and for official rules, 
please visit POMCocktails.prizelogic.com. For 
cocktail inspiration and information about POM 
Wonderful, please visit POMWonderful.com, on 
Facebook at /POMWonderful, and Instagram at 
@POMWonderful.
About POM Wonderful
POM Wonderful is the largest grower and producer of fresh 
pomegranates and pomegranate juice in the United States as well 
as the worldwide leader in fresh California pomegranates and 
pomegranate-based products including our 100% pomegranate 
juices, healthy juice blends, and teas. We grow, handpick 
and juice our own pomegranates to ensure the highest quality. 
POM Wonderful is part of The Wonderful Company, a 
privately held $5 billion company, which also has other No. 
1 brands such as Wonderful® Pistachios, FIJI® Water, 
Wonderful®Halos®, JUSTIN® Wine, and Teleflora®. To 
learn more about The Wonderful Company, visit Wonderful.
com, or follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. To 
view the current Corporate Social Responsibility report, visit 
Wonderful.com/CSR.

cocktails will be featured on the @POMWonderful 
Instagram page. Consumers will have the opportunity 
to vote for their favorite POM cocktail by “liking” the 
photo to determine the semi-finalists. Five winners will 
be selected on October 11. The winners’ nominated 
bars will receive a $10,000 cash prize to help them 
recover from pandemic hardships, along with a year’s 
supply of POM Juice to incorporate into cocktails.
“The bar community played an important role in the 
beginnings of POM Wonderful 100% Pomegranate 
Juice, bringing to life the iconic POMtini and pome-
granate margarita. With so many bars impacted 
by COVID-19 closures, we wanted to rally behind 
those who have supported us,” said Adam Cooper, 
senior vice president of marketing, The Wonderful 
Company. “Through a friendly competition and 
unique POM cocktails, we hope to bring some hope, 
excitement and flavor to the bars and bartenders that 
have had a challenging year.” 
As a cocktail ingredient, POM Juice adds a unique 

Cocktail Contest
Continued from the PREVIOUS PAGE

stored correctly.”
The juice then goes into the cellar and is stored as cool 
as possible to prevent fermentation. The juice is then 
stored in 22 tanks to keep each 20,000-gallon batch 
cool in the cellar. The shelf life of the grape can last 
6 months to year where it is then shipped out to one 
of Delano Growers many customers. 
Just as we witnessed trucks coming in, trucks can 
be seen leaving with the finished product in bulk 
containers, 300-gallon totes, or 50-gallon drums. 
Each step of the way, Delano Growers is creating 
grape juice that will be used to feed the appetites of 
many consumers. Clearly, this co-op is a Kern County 
story where people like Daniel Lord and the facility 
employees put joy in making their juice.

in tanks until its ready for reprocessing where later 
water is added to restore the concentrate to juice.

Witnessing the process by which the concentrate is 
turned into juice is truly amazing. Whether it’s the 
electro dialysis machine or the bipolar electro dialysis 
processing equipment great care is taken to ensure 
the juice quality meets the end users’ specifications. 
Many samples can be found in the onsite lab to ensure 
the product quality is checked all throughout the 
production process. “We want to make sure every 
batch meets our standards,” commented Daniel 
Lord. “We ensure that each batch is processed and 

Delano Growers
Continued from the PAGE 1
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Free Mulch! 
F a r m   ♦   B u s i n e s s   ♦   H o m e   ♦   G a r d e n   

  

 

Reduces Erosion  

Reduces Overexposure 

Reduces Water Evaporation 

Reduces Overwatering   

Reduces Wilting 

 
Bakersfield Compost Facility 
6 6 1 - 8 3 5 - 8 8 7 3   ♦   2 6 0 1  S  M T  Ve r n o n  AV E  

Mulch Can Help So Much! 

Available In Bulk 
E v e r y  D a y   ♦   7  A M  –  4  P M   

 

$50,000 to $3.75 million. Research Grant applica-
tions will be accepted until 5 p.m. PST on Friday, 
Dec. 10, 2021. Virtual information sessions will be 
held on Sept. 16, Oct. 14 and Nov. 10, 2021.
Past Research Grants projects have worked to under-
stand invasive cockroach biology in underserved 
communities, facilitated collaborations with grow-
ers to find replacements for chlorpyrifos, used data-
driven approaches to mitigate the impact of pesticide 
on bees, and developed cloud-based field sensors to 
monitor ants.
The 2022 Alliance Grants Program will award proj-
ects up to 2.5 years in length that promote or increase 
the implementation, expansion, and adoption of 
effective and proven IPM systems or practices. Proj-
ect budgets will range from $50,000 to $1.8 million. 
Alliance Grant applications will be accepted until 
5 p.m. PST on Thursday, March 10, 2022. Virtual 
information sessions will be held on Sept. 9 and Dec. 
10, 2021, and Feb. 3, 2022.
Past Alliance Grants projects have conducted outreach 
to small growers in the Hmong and Iu-Mien commu-
nities, developed herbicide-free best practices for 
combating invasive plants in native habitats, increased 
IPM adoption in affordable housing communities, 
created area-wide pest management efforts between 
growers, and disseminated free software to mini-
mize spray drift.
For more information on the Alliance Grants and 
Research Grants Programs, including how to join our 
Virtual Information Sessions and how to apply, please 
visit the Department of Pesticide Regulation website.

Department of Pesticide Regulation Opens 
$5.55 Million Grant Application Process to 
Fund Innovative Solutions for Sustainable 
Pest Management Tools and Practices
Press Release Provide by California Department of Pesticide Regulation
The Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) 
opened the application period for the 2022 Alli-
ance and Research Grants, offering $5.55 million 
in potential funding to accelerate the transition to 
safer and sustainable pest management.
"California is a leader in the development of more 
sustainable systems for agriculture and pest manage-
ment," said DPR Acting Director, Julie Henderson. 
"DPR Research and Alliance Grant opportunities 
increase the investment in innovation and the scale 
at which sustainable pest management tools and 
practices are adopted."
The increased funding for the 2022 Alliance and 
Research Grants, included in the 2021-2022 state 
budget, supports the state’s goal to increase the adop-
tion of Integrated Pest Management (IPM) in agri-
cultural, urban, and wildland settings. IPM is an 
approach to pest management that uses the least-
toxic, most effective method to solve pest problems. 
In the last 20 years, DPR has invested more than 
$13 million to fund 71 projects within the Research 
and Alliance Grant programs. DPR-funded grant 
projects are key to identifying and fostering new ways 
to reduce the impact of pesticides on human health 
and the environment.
The 2022 Research Grants Program will award 
projects up to 2.5 years in length that develop pest 
management tools and practices to reduce the use 
of high risk pesticides or decrease the impacts of 
pest management chemicals on public health and 
the environment. Project budgets will range from 

State Seeks Public Comments on Draft Groundwater Management 
Principles and Strategies Related to Drinking Water Well Impacts

harmful contaminants become more concentrated 
in certain areas,” said Joaquin Esquivel, Chair of the 
State Water Board. “Adopting clear principles and 
strategies to manage groundwater, while protecting 
drinking water, improves the drought resilience of 
our rural and often disadvantaged communities, 
who are most burdened and impacted by deterio-
rating conditions.”

The State hosted three listening sessions in June to 
gather early input from members of the public and 
groundwater and drinking water experts. In July, a 
public workshop was held to present draft concepts 
shaped by the comments received.

The draft principles and strategies provide a policy 
framework of near-term drought response and long-
term resilience for those that rely on groundwater for 
drinking water. The framework prioritizes protection 
of public health and safety, as well as preparation and 
mitigation for the effects of drought conditions over 
the long term. Six principles describe how to address 
drinking well water impacts, including drinking water 
resiliency, equity, identifying challenges, best avail-
able data, trusted relationships, and lasting solutions.

Final principles and strategies are expected to be 
released later this fall.

For more information, visit the Drinking Water Wells 
Principles webpage. Those experiencing drinking 
water supply issues or a dry well emergency can 
find resources here.

Press Release Provided by California Department of Water Resources
The Department of Water Resources and the State 
Water Resources Control Board have developed draft 
groundwater management principles and strategies 
to better anticipate and minimize the impacts of 
drought on drinking water wells.
Developed in response to Governor Gavin Newsom’s 
April Executive Drought Proclamation, the principles 
and strategies provide a framework for State actions 
to proactively address impacts on groundwater-de-
pendent communities as droughts become more 
frequent and intense as a result of climate change.  
Release of the draft principles and strategies initi-
ates a formal 30-day public comment period during 
which written comments will be accepted, as well 
as oral comments at a public webinar, scheduled 
for September 23, 2021 from noon until 1:30 pm. 
Public comments can be emailed to SGMPS@
Water.CA.gov and will be accepted through Octo-
ber 7, 2021.More information can be found at the 
Drinking Water Wells Principles webpage.
"Groundwater is a critical water supply source used 
by millions of Californians that becomes even more 
important in times of drought. We must protect it,” 
said DWR Director Karla Nemeth. “Having a robust 
and transparent state policy to address impacts to 
drinking water wells is critical in improving near-term 
coordination and long-term preparation for drought.”
We know that droughts and declining groundwater 
levels can dry up drinking water wells and make 

DWR engineering geologists Aaron Cuthbertson (right) and Kimberly Bowman measure groundwater levels at a designated monitoring 
well, one of thousands of wells in California used to generate groundwater level change reports (DWR)
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To learn more about our Clean Energy projects, 
visit SoCalGas.com/clean-energy

CALIFORNIA DESERVES A CLEAN, AFFORDABLE, 
AND RESILIENT ENERGY FUTURE.

WE ARE DELIVERING THAT FUTURE.

AT SOCALGAS,
WE ARE BUILDING THE CLEANEST, SAFEST,

MOST INNOVATIVE ENERGY COMPANY IN AMERICA. 

CLEANEST means an emissions free gas grid and healthy environment 
for all.

SAFEST means a zero-incident safety culture where everyone, from 
senior leadership to the front line takes ownership and accountability for 
identifying and preventing incidents.

INNOVATIVE means evolving into a tech-first infrastructure company by 
expanding the potential of renewables to make California cleaner while 
continuing to deliver the reliability and affordability we always have.

The future of renewable energy is here.

© 2021 Southern California Gas Company. All copyright and trademark rights reserved.  N21J082A 0525
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and keeping up with Mother Nature. 
The hard work is done selflessly, with 
the intent of providing for the family, 

friends, and others while having the faith and the hands 
of God guiding them. A farmer friend once said, “If 
you like to see things grow, do what you love to do, 
and you will be rewarded by God.” 

According to the Bible, human beings started in the 
garden with the beginning of Adam and Eve. Genesis 
1 2:9, 15 (NIV) tell us that out of nothing, God created 
the earth and made the farmers the caretakers. 

My favorite farmer's poem written by Paul Harvey, 
an American radio broadcaster on ABC News Radio, 
somewhat reminded me of my father and when I grew 
up on the farm. 

And on the 8th day, God looked down on his planned 
paradise and said, "I need a caretaker"

�—so God made a Farmer.
God said, "I need somebody willing to get up before 
dawn, milk cows, work all day in the fields, milk 
cows again, eat supper, then go to town and stay 
past midnight at a meeting of the school board"

�—so God made a Farmer. 
"I need somebody with arms strong enough to 
rustle a calf and yet gentle enough to deliver his 
own grandchild; somebody to call hogs, tame 
cantankerous machinery, come home hungry, 
have to wait for lunch until his wife’s done feeding 
visiting ladies, then tell the ladies to be sure and 
come back real soon—and mean it"

�—so God made a Farmer.
God said, "I need somebody willing to sit up all night 
with a newborn colt, and watch it die, then dry his 
eyes and say, 'Maybe next year.' I need somebody who 
can shape an ax handle from a persimmon sprout, 
shoe a horse with a hunk of car tire, who can make 
a harness out of haywire, feed sacks and shoe scraps; 
who, planting time and harvest season, will finish his 
forty-hour week by Tuesday noon, and then pain’n 
from tractor back, put in another seventy-two hours"
�—so God made a Farmer.
God had to have somebody willing to ride the ruts at 
double speed to get the hay in ahead of the rain clouds, 
and yet stop in mid-field and race to help when he sees 
the first smoke from a neighbor’s place
�—so God made a Farmer.
God said, "I need somebody strong enough to clear 
trees and heave bails, yet gentle enough to tame lambs 
and wean pigs and tend the pink-combed pullets, who 
will stop his mower for an hour to splint the broken 
leg of a meadowlark."
�—so God made a Farmer.
It had to be somebody who’d plow deep and straight 
and not cut corners; somebody to seed, weed, feed, 
breed and rake and disc and plow and plant and tie the 
fleece and strain the milk and replenish the self-feeder 
and finish a hard week’s work with a five-mile drive to 
church; somebody who would bale a family together 
with the soft strong bonds of sharing, who would 
laugh, and then sigh, and then reply, with smiling 
eyes, when his son says that I want to spend my life

A Farmer’s Daughter
By Andrea Compagnoni Wright 
Faith Contributor, Valley Ag Voice

I am a farmer's daughter. Those words mean so much 
to me. Now, as an adult, I live on a small farm with 
my husband, Jack. I still think of the farm life I once 
had as a child. I can remember running through the 
alfalfa field and chasing butterflies, soaking up sun rays 
on those hot sunny Bakersfield days, while playing in 
the irrigation ditches just to keep cool and seeing the 
newborn calves standing on their wobbly legs.
The childhood memories of growing up on a farm in 
Pumpkin Center meant there was always something 
to do. As a kid I loved being outside, playing with the 
farm animals, getting a ride on my dad’s tractor, and 
doing farm chores. Being raised without technology, 
I had to use my imagination. My playground was 
the field and the farm and that’s where I took my first 
innocent childhood steps. I was raised with loving 
parents and an opportunity to be a country girl. I 
grew up knowing how important everything around 
me was and that life is a gift from God. 
Growing up on a farm taught me how special it is to 
connect to God through nature and appreciating His 
creations. I am the daughter of a farmer. The one God 
hand-selected to tend to his creation and to feed his 
people. A farmer wakes up early, preparing his day while 
watching over his family 365 days of the year. He makes 
sure that there is food on our tables and clothes on our 
backs. Farming is anything but desirable with long days 

 ‘doing what dad does’

�—so God made a Farmer.
If you are a farmer's daughter (or son), consider yourself 
blessed if you were raised on a farm or ranch. I believe 
that growing up on a farm is extremely beneficial to 
any child. Growing up a farmer’s daughter, you see 
things differently. You learn at an early age about the 
true meaning of life. You were taught life lessons of the 
love of God, value family and friends and knowing 
that most everything is a blessing. I am proud to be 
called a farmer’s daughter. This farmer’s daughter 
is now a woman, and I know what it takes to make 
ends meet and how to be self-sufficient. My pride will 
always be in my faith, family, and farming. For me, 
farming is much more than an occupation, it’s a way 
of life. Today, I'm still a farmer's daughter at heart. 

My father, Tony Compagnoni,on his tractor he named Alice (Allis 
Chambler), 09/12/1918–11/05/2012 (Wright Family)

Minnesota Federal Court Denies Packers’ 
Motion to Dismiss Cattle Antitrust Cases

4 violated the Sherman Antitrust Act of 1890 by 
engaging in a price-fixing conspiracy. It also alleges 
the Big 4 violated the Packers and Stockyards Act 
as well as the Commodity Exchange Act.
As a result of today’s order, the cattle antitrust case 
will now proceed to discovery so that Plaintiffs may 
test their claims. A public version of the order will 
be available at a later date.
About R-CALF USA
R-CALF USA (Ranchers-Cattlemen Action Legal Fund 
United Stockgrowers of America) is the largest producer-only 
cattle trade association in the United States. It is a national, 
nonprofit organization dedicated to ensuring the continued 
profitability and viability of the U.S. cattle industry. For more 
information, visit R-CalfUSA.com or call 406-252-2516.
About Scott+Scott Attorneys at Law LLP
Scott+Scott has significant experience in prosecuting major 
securities, antitrust, arbitration, data privacy, and consumer 
actions throughout the United States and Europe. The firm 
represents pension funds, corporations, foundations, businesses, 
individuals, and other entities worldwide with offices in New 
York, London, Connecticut, California, and Ohio. For more 
information, visit Scott-Scott.com or call 800-404-7770
About Cafferty Clobes Meriwether & Sprengel LLP
Cafferty Clobes Meriwether & Sprengel LLP has significant 
experience representing trading firms, brokers, advisors, investors, 
businesses, and individuals in complex antitrust, commodities, 
securities, consumer and commercial litigation throughout 
the country from its offices in Chicago, Pennsylvania and 
Michigan. For additional information, visit CaffertyClobes.
com or call 312-782-4880.

Fresh meat on a conveyor belt (Nordroden / Shutterstock)

R-CALF USA and Other Plaintiffs’ 
Case Proceeds to Discovery

Press Release Submitted by R-Calf USA
Today, the Federal District Court for the District 
of Minnesota issued an order substantially denying 
the motion by the nation’s four largest beef packers 
(Defendants) to dismiss the class-action antitrust 
lawsuit originally filed in April 2019 by R-CALF 
USA though its counsels Scott+Scott Attorneys at 
Law LLP, along with Cafferty Clobes Meriwether 
& Sprengel LLP.
In today’s ruling, Judge John R. Tunheim found that 
Plaintiffs (including R-CALF USA) have plausibly 
plead that Defendants conspired to suppress the 
price of fed cattle and increase the price of beef.
R-CALF USA’s antitrust action alleges the Big 

USCA Address Mask Mandates for 
Independent Processing Facilities
Press Release Provided by the US Cattleman’s Association
On September 10th, members of the United States 
Cattlemen’s Association (USCA) Independent Beef 
Processing Committee met with leadership at USDA’s 
Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) to discuss 
the agency’s updated guidance on mask use in “small” 
and “very small” plants, or those facilities with up to 
499 employees.
The same regulations imposed on large processing 
facilities are not feasible for small and mid-sized 
operations. USCA believes there to is a solution that 
allows for COVID-cognizant rules while not impeding 
the day-to-day operations of our members’ facilities.
For instance, the slaughter floor is an impossible place 
to “mask up”. Carcasses are being sprayed and boiled 
at temperatures of up to 200 degrees Fahrenheit, 
making masks stick to employees’ faces and rendering 
its protection from transmission of the virus useless.
Small and mid-sized facilities are also less likely 
to have “assembly line” style harvesting processes. 
Instead, employees are moving about, disrupting 
the virus transmission path and breaking the cycle 
of exposure time.
Finally, there is a food and human safety concern with 
the use of masks on the kill floor. Visibility decreases as 
glasses and face shields fog up and masks muffle voices, 
making it difficult to communicate with coworkers. 
Our members need to be able to see the carcasses 
they are working on and communicate quickly and 
efficiently with those around them.

Recently, Senator Ron Johnson (R-Wis.) along with 
Sens. Josh Hawley (R-Mo.), Rand Paul (R-Ky.), Kevin 
Cramer (R-N.D.), Tom Cotton (R-Ark.), and Jim 
Inhofe (R-Okla.) wrote to Secretary Tom Vilsack 
regarding the mask mandate. USCA commends 
these Senators for bringing attention to this matter.
“We stand with these businesses in taking issue with 
this federal overreach by FSIS,” wrote the Senators. 
“Individual processing facilities and plants have 
established policies to mitigate the transmission of 
COVID-19 that work best for their employees and 
operations and are adhering to local and state guidance 
and restrictions.”
USCA will be following up with a formal letter of 
our own to USDA FSIS leadership. We want to 
hear how this mandate impacts YOU and YOUR 
business. Please reach out and let us know you’d 
like to get involved with USCA’s Independent Beef 
Processing Committee.

Poultry processing plant (vodograj / Shutterstock)
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1 CALIFORNIA’S LARGEST#

VOLUME DEALER
NEW TRUCKS! USED TRUCKS!

3101 PACHECO ROAD • (833) 706-0676 • www.MotorCityGMC.com

  All ad prices exclude government taxes, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing charge. Offer expires  10/31 /2021

COMMERCIAL TRUCKS HEAVY DUTY VEHICLES

 
 750

-  

2019 Ford F-350SD XLT - 4D Crew Cab
• Android Auto/Apple Carplay
• 6 Spd Auto, 4WD
• 6.7L V8

SALES PRICE:

$55,990 1 at this net price ID# M581376

2016  Ford F-150 XL
• 6 Spd Auto, RWD
• V6 Ecoboost
• Chrome Appearance Pkg.

SALES PRICE:

$28,990 1 at this net price ID# M578071Z

2021 

• Convenience Pkg.
• 6.6L V8 Gas

• Crew Cab
• Harbor Utility Bed

SALES PRICE:

$50,588 1 at this net price ID# C21157

2019 GMC Sierra 2500HD - 4D Crew Cab
• RWD, 6 Spd, Auto
• 6.6L V8, Turbodiesel
• 60/40 Folding Bench Seat
• One Previous Owner

SALES PRICE:

$50,435 1 at this net price ID# M583243

Farm Bureau Member?
Call Us for Special Pricing

(833) 706-0677

2021  GMC Sierra 3500 - 

• 6.6L V7 Gas

• Fleet Convenience Pkg.
• Regular Cab Chassis

AS LOW AS:

$37,063 1 at this net price ID# C21145

Save up to $3,650!
from MSRP

Dealer Retail  Price:
Fleet Discount:
Business Choice:
ABC:
*Needs GMC Fleet Account.
***Must be current ABC Member.

40,713
-$    1,900
-$     
$   1,000

$

NEW  & USED TRUCKS!

- 4D Supercrew
LET MOTOR CITY HAVE A CUSTOM BED 

INSTALLED ON YOUR TRUCK CHASSIS BY 
ANY OF THE FOLLOWING UPFITTERS:

GMC Sierra 3500

 
750

-  

Dealer Retail  Price:
Fleet Discount:
Business Choice:
ABC:
*Needs GMC Fleet Account.
***Must be current ABC Member.

55,138
-$   2,800
-$    
$   1,000

$

Save up to $4,550!
from MSRP

Crew Cab

Section 179 
Tax Deduction for Businesses:

For 2021 you can deduct the FULL 
PURCHASE PRICE from your qualifying equipment 
purchase!  Both new and used equipment qualify.


