
Looking Down the Carrot Rows
By Audrey Hill, Feature Contributor, Valley Ag Voice

Each year brings more knowledge and expertise to how 
our ag producers do what they do best. The Valley’s 
ag community is no different. Through years of trial 
and error they’re able to work the land to produce the 
majority of the country’s food. Some key individuals 
get to have a say in what they brought to the table. 
Enter Ken Duff and Jay Deatherage, retired owners 
and operators of D&D Carrot Harvesting. For 40 
years, from company founding in 1968 to their close 
in 2008, brothers Duff and Deatherage followed their 
passions that lead them to carrot harvesting.
They started together hauling sugar beets and sand 
and gravel in the off season. Soon after, they started 
hauling carrots, and it became habit to lend the carrot 
harvesters fuel and even sometimes fill in for them 
when they didn’t show. Eventually they figured they 
would buy a harvester themselves, beginning their 
journey as harvesters, engineers, designers, farmers 
and machinist in the carrot industry. 

At the time of their start, much of the carrot harvest-
ing was done by hand according to Duff. It was a 
“secondary crop” that farmers would use to clean 
their fields of weeds before starting fresh with their 
primary crops. This worked because carrots are ferns 
and naturally resist a weed killer Duff referred to as 
“carrot oil.” There were carrot harvesters available, 
but they “were very temperamental” and not popular 
because of carrots’ status as mainly a secondary crop. 
That was until farmers took note of how profitable 
the industry was. For the machine to work correctly 
carrots needed to be planted very specifically, and this 
would be true for many years to come. If the carrots 
were not planted perfectly, the machine would clog or 
carrots would be left in the field. So, hand picking was 
the easiest route for a successful harvest in earlier years. 

The brothers took notice of such a design flaw and 
lack of understanding of the early carrot harvesters 
and took a chance. With $1,500 to spend and the 
knowledge they had from working on their old hot 
rods, they bought a broken harvester and got to work 

Jay Deatherage: This is a picture of one of our pull tractors we used 
to pull the carrot trailers with. We took our tractors straight out of the 
field and entered them in a tractor pull in Holtville, CA. We were work-
ing down there, and somebody told us about the carrot fair, and there 
was going to be a tractor pull. So, we entered it! And won! Kenny was 
driving our strongest Oliver tractor, but the front wheels came off the 
ground and that’s where they stopped him. I won first, Ken got second. 
We beat the local boys really bad. They couldn’t believe it! (Deatherage)

Jay Deatherage: This is a picture of our first carrot machine, “Old 
Yeller.” Found this picture in my mom’s photo album. That’s me 
in the picture. (Deatherage)

See CARROT ROWS on PAGE 3

fixing it in between their workdays. It was purchased 
from Mike Yurosek, whose son, Dave Yurosek, would 
later turn the company Bunny Luv into what we know 
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By Scott Hamilton 
President, Hamilton Resource Economics

The Sustainable Groundwater Act (SGMA) has had 
some unfortunate side effects. It has pitted neighbor 
against neighbor and water district against water 
district to fight for the last uncaptured remnants 
of water in the Valley. These fights are frequently 
contentious and emotional. And nothing less than 
the future of some farms is at stake. But there is an 
alternative. Rather than fighting over pieces of the 
existing water pie, the pie can be made bigger. But this 
is California, and politics, particularly water politics, 
can present challenges of monumental proportions. 
How are such challenges tackled?
Tim Quinn is a seasoned water manager. He worked 
for the Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California (MWD) developing partnerships with 
water districts in the Valley to create water banking 
programs–programs that benefited both the water 
districts and MWD. Back then, MWD and the Kern 
County Water Agency had their issues, and they 
weren’t necessarily friends. But Tim could see that the 
two had more to gain by working together than by 
fighting. While at MWD, Tim also helped negotiate 
the Bay-Delta Accord which was one of the early fights 
over Delta water, primarily pitting environmentalists 
against water users. While neither side got everything 
they wanted, the Accord ushered in a period of 
stability in water management. Tim was also MWD’s 
chief negotiator for the Monterey Amendments to 
the State Water Contracts – an agreement that 

Working With Strangers to Make 
the Pie Bigger

See WORKING WITH STRANGERS on PAGE 7

modernized the State 
Water Project and put 
more responsibility for 
water supply in the hands 
of local and regional ag 
and urban contractors. 
Tim eventually moved 
from MWD to head up 
the Association of Cali-
fornia Water Agencies. 
Again, Tim had a forum 
where water districts 

disagreed with each other, and most of them were 
concerned about the balance between water for the 
environment and water for people. Eventually Tim 
(somewhat) retired and now has an adjunct position at 
Stanford University. Fortunately, however, his water 
experience and perennial optimism has not been lost. 
The Water Blueprint for the San Joaquin Valley 
emerged some two years ago with a bold and inno-
vative plan to bring substantial quantities of new 
water into the Valley. And Tim was present to hear 
the earliest version of the plan. He recognized then 
that such a plan was going to need a broad base of 
support if it was to succeed. Water districts “staying 
in their silos” was unlikely to get it done. So, Tim did 
what he does best–bring together a group of strangers 
with potentially common interests. He recognized 
that it wasn’t just farmers that needed more water 
in the Valley. The environment and communities 
were also hurting. And clearly there wasn’t enough 
water to go around.
Tim talked with past friends and colleagues and 

Timothy Hughes Quinn

The Kern County Fair is Back!
By Valley Ag Voice Staff

We made it! September is here and with it comes the 
Kern County Fair! There’s always added excitement 
in the air with the anticipation of the fair, and perhaps 
this year more than others, for reasons we all know. 
This fair gives us the chance to get together and 
celebrate the community and the achievements we’ve 
made in the year. Maybe you have livestock ready 
to show or an afghan ready to be put on display. 
Whatever your interest, the fair provides a way we 
can all celebrate. Can you smell the cinnamon rolls 
and the fried… everything?

See KERN COUNTY FAIR on PAGE 6Fairgoers riding a swing carousel ( I-m-a-g-e / Shutterstock)



2     Valley Ag Voice SEPTEMBER 2021

cation system, coordinating funding 
for equipment to help with burn days, 

tractor replacements, and much more. Just recently 
we have begun working on exciting new projects 
with local institutions of higher learning that will 
benefit our employers, employees and agricultural 
community at large. I firmly believe that if farmers 
and ranchers are to survive and thrive in the state of 
California, then relationships with regulatory heads 
and their staff is critical. We must continue showing 
good faith and insisting to have a seat at the table.
Alternatively, when attempts at fostering relationships 
were ignored, your KCFB Team resisted overreach 
from government; specifically, and most recently, the 
Governor appointed State Water Resources Control 
Board. The last two years went from legislative 
insanity to siloed authoritarianism empowered by 
state leadership drunk with executive control and 
regulatory appointees lost in ideological fallacies. 
We are truly living in a unique moment. The time to 
aggressively state the case for Kern county farming 
and ranching and push back against to those who 
consistently mismanage our system of water, labor, and 
power is right now. Our industry and communities 
must deliberately oppose blatant abuses of power by 
out-of-control government actors and feckless activists. 
Your water rights are your private property rights. 
Your safe and stable farming practices are real, and 
they are your own business. Your employment and 
employees are valued. Every member reading this 
article needs to understand that without your powerful 
voice, agriculture will be considered an expendable, 
if not detrimental, industry to the state of California. 
For example, the SWRCB recently went as far as to 
declare that food production is a non-beneficial use. 

President’s Message
Term in Review
By John C. Moore, III 
President, Kern 
County Farm Bureau

Well, I guess what they 
say is true… time flies when you’re having fun. The 
third Thursday of this month, September, marks the 
end of my tenure as President of the Kern County 
Farm Bureau. The past two years serving the member-
ship with your Officer Team, Board of Directors, 
and dedicated Staff has been the highlight of my 
young career. Despite a global pandemic, devastat-
ing drought, and regulatory pressures, the organiza-
tion has established meaningful relationships, made 
significant policy impacts and restructured organi-
zationally in ways that I think (and hope) will benefit 
the Kern agricultural industry for years.
One of the goals of this administration was to assist 
the community and continue building productive 
rapport with those at the levers of regulatory power. 
Throughout the pandemic, KCFB made strides to 
help the Kern agriculture community stay up to date 
with rapidly changing rules. Additionally, KCFB 
assisted with testing and eventually partnered with 
groups to provide vaccinations to those who wanted 
them. We also made fostering relationships with those 
at state agencies such as the Department of Pesti-
cide Regulation, San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution 
Control District, California Department of Food and 
Agriculture a priority. Policy items include mitigat-
ing against activist overreach of farming practices 
related an anti-local management pesticide notifi-

Ridiculous. KCFB is fostering relationships so that you 
can make the best business decisions for your farm, 
ranch and service businesses. We are fighting for you. 
And make no mistake, our position will only be heard 
when and if we lock arms and shout together in one 
voice. People need an inexpensive, safe and stable food 

supply, and Kern County farmers and ranchers are 
the best in the world to provide it to them.

Staying active in the policy realm was not the only 
concentration of your county Farm Bureau over the 

See PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE on the NEXT PAGE
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Executive Director’s 
Report
By Romeo Agbalog 
Executive Director, Kern 
County Farm Bureau

September marks the beginning of autumn in the 
northern hemisphere and the start of spring in the 
southern. September is traditionally considered the 
month that marks transitions between seasons, and 
for the Kern County Farm Bureau (KCFB), it marks 
more than just a change in the weather but transition 
and change in terms of our leadership and gover-
nance team too.

September will mark the end of the presidential term 
of John C. Moore, III., the beginning of new terms for 
members of our board of directors, and the election of 
new officers, including the election of a new president. 
Though you may have new faces in leadership posi-
tions at KCFB, you will have the same commitment 
and dedication to advocacy, support, and promotion 
of our local agriculture interests.

It’s no secret that these are challenging times for the 
agriculture industry, from drought to curtailments, 
regulations to volatile markets, and the persistent 

threat to private property and water rights. Perhaps a 
transition of political sorts could be helpful. A guber-
natorial recall election will be held on September 14th. 
It’s just the second time in California’s history that a 
gubernatorial recall has qualified for the ballot. The 
first, you may recall, no pun intended, was in 2003 
when then Governor Gray Davis was removed from 
office (just the second Governor to be recalled in U. S. 
history) and was replaced by Arnold Schwarzenegger.
Being just the second time in our state’s history that a 
gubernatorial recall election is taking place, its under-
standable that voters may have some questions about 
just how this election works. To help, the California 
Farm Bureau Federation has developed a new website 
to demystify the process, CFBF.com/Recall. This 
website will breakdown the recall election process, 
assist with the questions voters will be posed with on 
the ballot, provide information on the candidates, and 
share the latest news on the recall election. I would 
encourage you to take a look, especially if change 
and transition are on your mind.
Lastly, a sincere thank you to the members of the 
board of directors who will cycle off the board at the 
conclusion of their terms. I appreciate your service, 
support, and dedication to KCFB, and I know local 
area agriculture appreciates you too. And to John C. 
Moore, III, “fair winds and following seas.”
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Young Farmers 
& Ranchers

By Allie Cushnyr 
Chair, Kern County 
Young Farmers 
& Ranchers

Summer is unfortunately 
coming to an end, but 
many of us are looking 
forward to cooler fall 

weather, some post-harvest relaxation, and our 
local county fair. As I look back on last summer, 
we did a lot! Being a part of this group means that 
you get behind the scenes tours of operations you 
(likely) would not have been able to tour otherwise. 
We went to Redhouse Beef just west of Bakersfield, 
toured JSS Almonds in the heart of town, and 
hosted a Charity Farmer’s Market to support our 
local community. There were two socials, each at 
a different locally owned and operated brewery, 
that had great turnouts! We also had three Kern 
YF&R members representing Kern YF&R at the 
California Summer Leaders Meeting in Santa 
Rosa, CA where Kern YF&R came home with the 
2020 Committee of the Year Trophy. Kern County 
Young Farmers & Ranchers was one of the most 
active YF&R’s in the state this last summer, and we 
plan to keep that going.
Our next event is on September 2, 2021 at the Buena 
Vista Edible Schoolyard located at 6520 Buena 
Vista Rd, Bakersfield, 93311. The event has limited 

space, so get your tickets early via Eventbrite. If you 
are a Farm Bureau member it’s $15 per ticket, and if 
you are not a Farm Bureau member it’s $20. We will 
need volunteers at some events coming up including, 
Bounty of Kern County, which is always a great event 
to raise funds for both Farm Bureau and YF&R.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! We have booked our 
2nd Annual Clay Shoot once again at 5 Dogs Range, 
located at 20238 Woody Rd, Bakersfield, 93308. The 
shoot will take place on March 5, 2022 so be on the 
watch for sign-ups along with sponsorship options! 
This event raises money for our annual Ag Grants 
for local FFA & 4-H students with projects at the fair.

Kern YF&R won the 2020 Committee of the Year! Left to Right: Jocelyn Anderson (CA YF&R 1st Vice Chair), Allie Cushnyr (Kern 
YF&R Chair), Jennifer Beretta (CA YF&R Past Chair), Katie Verhoef (Kern YF&R Activities Chair) and Tim Collins (Kern YF&R Vice Chair).

As always, I want to share that being a part of the 
Kern County Young Farmers and Ranchers group 
comes at no cost, and we welcome everyone between 
18-35 years old. This is a great group to be a part of 
to give back to the community, network with other 
professionals, and have a good time with friends. If 
you would like to jump on our email list to receive 
information about upcoming events, please reach 
out to us. We are also active on both Facebook 
and Instagram.

Email: KernYFR@KernCFB.com
Instagram: @Kern YFR
Facebook: KernYoungFarmersAndRanchers
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program. Topics will cover food safety principles, 
practices, public policy and regulations governing 
and ensuring the physical, chemical, and biological 
control of microorganisms in food products. Students 
will study foodborne disease agents and their control, 
risk management, and traceability along with com-
pleting HACCP, quality, and standards trainings. 
Our production courses provide students with an 
overview of pre-and post-harvest processing tech-
niques and plenty of hands-on experience of com-
mon manufacturing processing methods including 
fermentation, dehydration, freezing, heating, press-
ing, raw material handling, bottling, and labeling. 
Students will apply safety concepts to food and 
equipment used in the production process. 
Food plant management courses emphasize the 
management and principles associated with sani-
tation in food processing and preparation opera-
tions. Students will learn identification of hazards, 
assessment of risks, and systems required for an 
effective, safe food sanitation program. Current 
Good Manufacturing Practices (cGMP), Sanitary 
Standard Operating Procedures (SSOP), and al-
lergen control are just a few of the topics covered in 
the curriculum. Practical management skills are an 
integral part of the curriculum. 
Students at Bakersfield College can earn a Certificate 
of Achievement in Food Science and Technology 
which consists of 18 units and can be completed in 
1 year, or earn an Associates of Science in Food Sci-
ence and Technology. Currently 2 courses within 
the program are articulated with CalPoly SLO, 
allowing students to easily transfer to their 4-year 
Food Science program. 
For more information on the Food Science and 
Technology program at Bakersfield College, con-
tact Professor LeAnn Riley at Leann.Riley@Ba-
kersfieldCollege.edu.

New Food Science and Technology 
Program at Bakersfield College

RENEGADE ROUND-UP

By LeAnn Riley 
Professor of Food 
Science & Technology, 
Bakersfield College 

Bakersfield College is ex-
cited to offer a new Food 
Science and Technology 
Program available to stu-
dents this fall. Students 

will complete a rigorous scientific, hands-on curric-
ulum that will prepare them for numerous career 
opportunities in the food production industry. Cours-
es in the program will provide students the founda-
tional knowledge to enter careers in local industry 
or the opportunity to advance to higher education. 
The Food Science and Technology program at Ba-
kersfield College will introduce students to the pro-
duction-to-consumption food system. The program 
focuses on the science, technologies, and systems 
used in the food industry. Skills gained through 
the program will be applicable to a wide range of 
areas within this growing industry. Students will 
learn how to feed the world in ways that are more 
equitable, healthy, and sustainable.
The 4 core areas of Bakersfield College’s Food Sci-
ence and Technology program are food science, food 
safety, food production, and food plant management. 
Through our food science curriculum, students will 
focus on chemistry, biology, and physics concepts, 
laboratory skills, and testing equipment used in the 
food industry. Courses cover basic principles in food 
science, food chemistry, food microbiology, food 
engineering, food labeling, food quality, sensory 
evaluation, and nutrition.
Food safety and quality assurance are a major con-
cern in food production and are incorporated into 
all courses within the Food Science and Technology 
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Both state that they were the first to put lights on 
the harvester, allowing them to work earlier and 
later days. Deatherage would later tell me that this 
was one of their most impactful contributions to the 
industry. “Our biggest contribution was our hard 
work,” he says. They also fine-tuned the machines’ 
harvesting capabilities–a list of things longer than 
I could keep track of–but included topping blades 
that would chop off the carrot tops and sealed roller 
bearings that weren’t susceptible to dirt. They needed 
to be oiled every week instead of the previous twice 
a day and clogged about 4-5 times less than others 
according to Deatherage. These were patented, but 
“everybody uses them now,” says Duff. Around their 
start they could do a load of carrots in 3 hours. Then 
in 2 hours, and eventually doing a load in an hour 
and a half. They could harvest multiple farmers’ 
fields in one day, something very few were able to 
accomplish at the time. At their start they could do 
about 3 loads a day, and at the company peak they 
could do 15 loads per day with one machine. Now 
machines exist that can do 25 loads a day. 

D&D Carrot Harvesting started about 50 years ago 
before corporate farming ever existed, and in many 
ways was the pioneer that guided corporate farmers 
to their success. Duff states that he has worked with 
people and companies that are now run by their 
grandchildren and has seen change throughout the 
industry that few have. It’s common to find advocates 
for large corporate farms and advocates for small 
family farms, but it seems rare to come across the 
bridge between the two. 

Deatherage stated, “You can’t stop progress. If you 
stop progress, you stop the whole industry… It’s 
a by gone era of the small farmer–there’s just no 
going back to it.” He recognizes that “in some ways 
its better;” there’s more consistent access to good 
food and there are more jobs for more people. Duff 
weighed in saying that “it’s not as hectic now” with 
more people to plan and streamline the process. 

When asked about individual contributions, not 
many can point to a physical object, let alone the 
greater industry as a whole, and pick out all the parts 
and pieces that they contributed to. For Ken Duff 
and Jay Deatherage, it comes easy. They put in the 
work and time to not only better their machines, 
they bettered their industry. They made things 
simple because they understood it better than most 
and helped others to do the same along the way.

Carrot Rows
Continued from PAGE 1

it to be today. Yurosek originally asked $1,750 for it 
but compromised with $1,500 cash. The brothers 
started working a few fields after it was fixed. The 
harvester was yellow and soon gained the nickname 
“Old Yeller.” For comparison, today a commercial 
4 row harvester could be worth up to half a million 
dollars according to Duff. Since they sold their truck 
to buy Old Yeller, they pulled it with an Oliver Co. 
tractor, a company that has since been absorbed by 
White Motor Co. This wasn’t common, but offered 
more power and mobility than a truck, according to 
Deatherage, and would become a staple to D&D’s 
capabilities. 
Duff says they “simplified things” to make them 
better. They both were mechanics at heart. Death-
erage says his father was a “junk dealer,” and his 
first interaction with tinkering was building a bench 
grinder out of a vacuum motor from his father’s shop 
at 16 years old. When Jay got it running, the motor 
was so powerful that the grinding rock instantly 
exploded into tiny pieces–no one was hurt, but Jay 
found his passion. At 18, Deatherage worked on 
is ‘39 Pontiac and “Kenny,” as Deatherage called 
Duff, rebuilt his ‘38 Chevy Coupe with a Cadillac 
engine. Duff stated that building harvesters “was 
like starting with a Model T” and like “trying to 
make a race car out of a Model T.” They started 
with that single harvester, rebuilt it, simplified it, 
and made it better. 

Ken Duff (right) and Jay Deatherage (left) (Deatherage)

President’s Message
Continued from the PREVIOUS PAGE

organization was able to pivot different formats for 
various events (i.e., Spray Safe went digital in partner-
ship with BC and is now hosted by CAPKA) while 
hosting fantastically successful golf tournaments 
thanks to an outstanding Golf Classic Committee. 
Additionally, the Kern County Farm Bureau Foun-
dation is newly established, and we are thrilled to 
introduce more details related to the Foundation in 
the coming months. I can confidently say that with 
the help of your membership, star studded Board of 
Directors, and outstanding Staff the future is bright 
for the Kern County Farm Bureau.

Two years goes by quickly. Probably not quickly 
enough for my family, but still quickly. Thank you 
to the Officers, Board of Directors, and Staff who 
have done an exceptional job fighting the good fight 
and making adjustments along the way. I am sure 
I will see you all around soon either on the farm, in 
the real estate office, or most likely at Woolgrowers. 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve you and God 
Bless Kern County Agriculture!

past two years. Early in the term, tough decisions 
were made related to selling the original building 
while staff changes were endured by the Board. By 
making certain structural adjustments, the KCFB is 
in a good position moving forward with new offices 
on 30th Street and a fantastic new Executive Direc-
tor. Prior to pandemic, the organization held its most 
successful Bounty of Kern County and Spray Safe 
events ever. And despite battling the pandemic, the 

John C. Moore, III’s tenure as KCFB President is ending
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Kern County Farm Bureau Member 
Spotlight: Johnston Farms on the railroad at age 

12. He was transferred 
to the Bay Area but didn’t want to live in San Fran-
cisco, so he settled in Kern County in the 1940s and 
planted potatoes. He made money his first year and 
farmed ever since. Next year (in 2022), we will be 
celebrating our 75th anniversary. In that time, we’ve 
grown everything from grapes, to cotton; from citrus 
to bell peppers. My siblings and cousins and I are 
the 4th generation running the company. My job is 
basically to do all the things Dad doesn’t want to do 
anymore. That includes I.T., operations, government 
relations, etc. Business is so different now than it was 
even 15 years ago. The way California regulations 
are, you have to be involved in every step of the 
process. Which is why we joined the Kern County 
Farm Bureau.
VanAlstein: Speaking of the Farm Bureau, what 
is your take as a fairly new member?
Green: Well, we just joined about 4 months ago. 
I’m still learning the ropes. I’m excited to get more 
involved. But I’m doing what I can to stay involved 
and be more abreast on SGMA and other regulations.
VanAlstein: What is your take on SGMA?
Green: I think overall SGMA is good for the state. 
We already have some fallowed land that will prob-
ably remain empty, which allows for some offsets on 
our water use. Overall, sustainable water policy was 
needed, and I believe everyone is headed in the right 
direction. In the long run it will be a good thing.
VanAlstein: How has COVID affected business?
Green: I believe COVID is going to completely 
change a lot of things. Even though we were fortunate 
to continue to operate as an essential business, I think 
some of the policies that came out of the pandemic 
will be here to stay. For instance, I think the sick time 
policy will remain. Labor has been difficult in this 
state for a while, and COVID didn’t help. Luckily, 
we never had to shut down, but there were times 
where we had to drastically slow down our opera-
tions. I am very proud of the fact that as a company, 
we were the first to work with Kern Medical to bring 
the vaccine efforts to the field and offer on-site clinics 
for our seasonal and permanent employees.
I think, in general, farmers have always had to be 
able to adapt. Farming has a lot of challenges, but it 
is very, very rewarding.

By Jenifer VanAlstein, Feature Contributor, 
Valley Ag Voice

Johnston Farms is a unique farming company in 
that they grow both row crops as well as permanent 
crops. In their operations, they have approximately 
1,700 acres of citrus (oranges, mandarins, grapefruit), 
900 acres of potatoes, 1,600 acres of bell peppers, 
and 150 acres of carrots (not including acreage with 
outside growers) all in Kern County.
The variety of crops allows Johnston Farms to adapt 
to the changing regulatory climate with more ease 
than those who have only permanent crops.
I recently sat down with Jaclyn Green of Johnston 
Farms to learn more about the company that has 
called Kern County home for 75 years.
VanAlstein: Where is Johnston Farms located? 
What are the benefits of your location?
Green: All of our acreage is in the Arvin Edison 
Water District. My dad serves on the Water District 
Board. This is a great location to farm not only for the 
rich land, but we are situated within a water district 
that has been very prudent with resources. In fact, 
as a company, we were able to work with the water 
district to build settling ponds during the last wet year.
VanAlstein: Can you give us the history of your 
company?
Green: Johnston Farms was started by my great 
grandfather 75 years ago. He had started working 

Johnston Farms has about 1,700 acres of citrus (Johnston Farms)
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Recent Hemp, Cannabis Studies Provide Insight 
Into Research Efforts on Plants

this allows researchers to access the same types of 
retail cannabis products that consumers can access 
in their state-regulated cannabis retail environments, 
lending valuable insight into numerous aspects of 
the plant and its variety of consumer-facing forms.
As more cities and counties begin to allow recreational 
and medical cannabis production, manufacturing 
and retail operations statewide, cannabis research 
could not be more important to the legislative deci-
sion-making process statewide. Providing greater 
research into the nutraceutical, pharmaceutical, social 
and psychological aspects of cannabis use and the 
presence of cannabis within communities only serves 
to further normalize cannabis as a legal substance 
in 36 US states and 4 US territories.
When the 2014 and 2018 Farm Bills paved the way for 
state-level regulation of hemp growing and processing 
across the country, these acts also provided academia 
with an immense opportunity to study the growth 
of a new marketplace within the agricultural and 
commodity economy. Universities and researchers 
across the country took notice and began to study 
every aspect of this new and exciting crop and how it’s 
role in the agrarian economy could become profitable 
for producers nationwide.
One multi-year study from the University of Maryland 
in collaboration with eleven major hemp producers, 
recently published on July 29, 2021, examines the 
viability of hemp as a grain and fiber crop. With a 
focus on agronomics and economics, the study pointed 

By Geoffrey Taylor, MA 
Hemp Contributor, 
Valley Ag Voice

Research is reinvigorated 
in United States academic 
institutions as a series of 
studies released recently 
examining the hemp 
marketplace provide 

mixed analyses of the marketplace and a major 
Congressional action opens up greater opportunities 
for research on consumer-grade cannabis. As these 
Universities embark on studies to evaluate these 
unique marketplaces, the research lends to a greater 
scientific, economic and agronomic understanding 
of these emerging markets nationwide.
A recent Infrastructure Bill was approved in Congress 
allowing for university research institutions to source 
consumer-grade cannabis from state-regulated facil-
ities for their academic studies rather than sourcing 
government-grown cannabis from the United States 
government’s cannabis growing facility, located at 
the University of Mississippi Research Institute for 
Pharmaceutical Sciences.
The language within the bill reads “collect and 
distribute samples and strains of marijuana for scien-
tific research that includes marijuana and products 
containing marijuana lawfully available to patients 
or consumers in a state on a retail basis.” Essentially, 

are directly related to the genetic aspects of the plants 
and that no evidence of increased THC levels in hemp 
were related to environmental stress. This finding 
will allow breeders to identify low-THC hemp seed 
genetics and begin to standardize different cultivars 
in a more consistent manner.
“Hemp is absolutely a viable crop if you’re efficient 
and focused on producing the highest possible quality 
biomass. It’s the learning curve for many growers that 
presents a challenge to the economics of it all,” said 
Travis Copeland, Owner of Unico Ag. “Hemp is an 
exceptional crop for many regions nationwide, but it’s 
really about translating your production capabilities 
to your processing capabilities to capture the vertical 
integration aspect of farm to consumer.”
In contrast to the University of Maryland study, 
another recent study published by the College of 
Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences 
at New Mexico State University argues that hemp is 
absolutely a viable crop if growers are able to master 
the learning curve associated with cultivating the 
crop. Studies conducted at various production fields 
throughout the state showed varying results statewide, 
but that it was overwhelmingly a welcome addition 
to the crop rotation of many farmers who were able 
to integrate hemp into their profile of annual crops.
As the need for more research on cannabis and 
hemp is absolutely needed, much of the research 
being conducted is groundbreaking and serves to 
transform the face of these industries in the United 
States. Academics and Researchers are making great 
strides in providing farmers, growers, investors and 
others with a stake in these rapidly shifting industries 
with a unique perspective into the long-term potential, 
particularly for those bold enough to take the leap 
into often uncharted waters.

to a variety of challenges facing growers including 
unanticipated Delta-9 Tetrahydrocannabinol, or 
THC, levels that exceed USDA standards and 
immense fluctuations in the price of biomass as the 
marketplace was flooded with thousands of new 
growers nationwide. The study points to decades of 
lost knowledge of the hemp plant and hemp production 
as the hemp plant became a controlled substance 
under United States law in 1970.
Another recent study from Cornell University 
expounds upon the THC concerns raised by the 
University of Maryland study, stating that hemp 
crops exceeding the THC threshold of 0.3% THC 

“Facilities like this indoor cannabis facility produces finished 
cannabis flower to the adult-use market, which is now approved 
for use by Congress in Academic and Research studies nation-
wide.” (Geoffrey Taylor)
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Providing you wisdom and actionable advice 
about Finance, Investing, Real Estate, Income 
Taxes, Insurance, and the Law. Featuring local 
business and community leaders discussing 
relevant topics that matter to you.

OUR TWO CENTS
PODCAST

OurTwoCentsPodcast.com

We hope to see you out at the 2021 Kern County 
Fair! We asked our local leaders what their thoughts 
are about the fair. Take a look:

“The Kern County Fair showcases 
our deep roots in agriculture and 
love for educational and cultural ex-
periences. I look forward to joining 
our community in grabbing a sand-
wich at the Basque Club and head-
ing home with some kettle corn.”

– Assemblymember Vince Fong
“I am thrilled that we are able to 
return to the Kern County Fair 
in a safe and responsible way. 
Our community has been resil-
ient throughout the past year and 
deserves an opportunity to come 
together and celebrate. It’s always 

great to see the kid’s enthusiasm for the fair, the 
animals, and everyone having a good time with 
their family.”
– Assemblymember Rudy Salas (D-Bakersfield)

“The Kern County Fair is an event 
I look forward to each year, it’s a 
time for our community to gather, 
have fun, celebrate our accomplish-
ments and support our future gener-
ations of farmers and ranchers.”
–Senator Shannon Grove 

 (R-Bakersfield)

“The Kern County Fair has 
always been a great opportunity 
for youth to get involved in the ag-
riculture industry and for families 
to come together to celebrate their 
community. I’m glad to see the fair 
return this year to showcase local 

business, culture, agriculture, and entertainment to 
be safely enjoyed by all.”
– Congressman David Valadao

“I am excited to welcome back 
the Kern County Fair this year. 
I am ready to listen to live music 
and get one of my absolute favorite 
foods—a tri tip sandwich from the 
firefighter stand.”
– Senator Melissa Hurtado 

 (D-Sanger)
“The Kern County Fair is a festive 
tradition that gives our commu-
nity the chance to celebrate all 
things Kern County – from the 
produce we grow, to the livestock 
we raise, to the Bakersfield Sound 
we make. After a challenging year 

and half, I know that families across Kern are looking 
forward to this event, including all the good food, 
competitions, and entertainment over its 12 days of 
fun and fellowship. I commend everyone who has 
played a role in making the Kern County Fair an 
annual success, and I have full confidence that this 
year will be no different!”
– Congressman Kevin McCarthy

Kern County Fair
Continued from PAGE 1

Fair Dates: September 22 through October 3 
Purchase tickets online at KernCountyFair.com

It’s very exciting to have the Kern 
County Fair come back this year. I 
look forward to celebrating the rich 
bounty and talents of our commu-
nity, and seeing our hardworking 
youth showcase their animals. I 
can’t wait to enjoy a scrumptious 

lamb sandwich from the Kern County Basque Club 
booth. Have a safe and fun time. I hope to see you!
– Bakersfield Mayor Goh

“The Kern County Fair represents 
the highlight of the summer for 
many kids and families in the 
community. For years, the county 
fair has been a source of excitement 
and a place where fond memories 
are created from different sights, 

sounds and aromas. Some of my best memories 
of the fair include funnel cakes, pickled tongue 
sandwiches, and stopping at the animal barn to 
watch the livestock competition.”
– Kern County Supervisor David Couch

“Congratulations to the Kern 
County Fair Board on the awaited 
return of the Kern County Fair. 
After a year off, we are eager to 
enjoy the fun and family friendly 
attractions, food, entertainment 
and celebrating our ag heritage. 

This will be a positive event that our families will 
surely enjoy!”
– Kern County Supervisor Mike Maggard

After the nightmare we have lived 
through this last year, I am beyond 
excited for the return of the Great 
Kern County Fair. I have so many 
wonderful memories of the fair and 
I can’t wait to make many more 
with my family, friends and the 

constituents that I love to serve. 
– Kern County Supervisor Leticia Perez

“The Kern County Fair is always a 
special time when our community 
comes together to celebrate our 
rich agricultural heritage, enjoy 
great music, food, games and rides, 
and marvel at all the incredible 
exhibits and shows. The Kern 

County Fair is a great Kern County tradition.”
– Kern County Supervisor Zack Scrivner

 Our community has been resilient throughout the 
past year and deserves an opportunity to come together 
and celebrate. It’s always great to see the kid’s enthu-
siasm for the fair, the animals, and everyone having 
a good time with their family.”
– Assemblymember Rudy Salas (D-Bakersfield)

as napkins or not, but never 
underestimate the gimmicky 

names that hipsters will come up with), you are an 
executive elitist. If you get upset with a grocery store 
employee because you found a brown banana but 
don’t get upset about Gavin Newsom letting hard-
ened criminals out of jail, you are an executive elitist.

If you get upset that the dry cleaner used too much 
starch but aren’t upset that Gavin Newsom’s wrinkly 
California highways will knock the fillings out of your 
teeth (despite our exorbitant gas taxes), you are an 
executive elitist. If you think a gas station employee 
should be fired for accidentally overcharging you but 
think it perfectly acceptable for Gavin Newsom to 
give thirty billion dollars in COVID business relief 
money to prisoners, you are an executive elitist. If you 
yell at the pool guy for over filling the pool but have 
no problem with Gavin Newsom drying up farms in 
the Valley, you are an executive elitist. If you get upset 
that the waiter didn’t put enough ice in your iced tea 
but give Newsom a pass for growing unemployment 
by over six percent, you are an executive elitist.

There are people at every level that may deserve to get 
fired. Sometimes we may ask more from the people 
who get less than we do from the people that control 
the most. On September 14th we have an opportu-
nity to fire Governor Newsom. If ever there was an 
example of an employee that controlled the most and 
offered the least, Gavin is it. In a State filled with natu-
ral resources and potential, his authoritarian style has 
crippled everything from industry to child education. 
If he were a fast food employee, he definitely got the 
order wrong. On September 14th, let’s tell Gavin to 
turn in his apron and hit the unemployment line, 
like so many constituents have done under his reign.

By Austin Snedden 
Ranching Contributor, 
Valley Ag Voice

We have all been in that 
uncomfortable situation 
when you go to a fast food 

restaurant with someone who is extremely particu-
lar about their order. You know immediately after 
the complicated order that something will no doubt 
be wrong.
“Are you kidding me? I said no lettuce and only 
half ketchup! This burger has half lettuce and full 
ketchup.” Having the order re-done is embarrassing 
enough, but some go as far as demanding to speak to 
the manager and may even advocate for the firing 
of the employee. Interesting how some expect more 
from a minimum wage employee with one day of 
training than they do of an elected executive. If you 
are one of these people you are an “executive elitist.”
Here is how you can tell if you are an executive elitist: 
if you berate your yard guy for not raking under the 
trees but have no problem with Governor Newsom 
allowing one million acres of our State to burn every 
year. If you criticize your housekeeper for not speaking 
proper English but are perfectly okay with Joe Biden 
carving the English language into a pile of slurred 
fragments, you are an executive elitist. If you called 
a family restaurant irresponsible because they stayed 
open during COVID but were just fine with Gavin 
Newsom meeting with lobbyists at “The French 
Laundry” during COVID (yes that is the name of a 
fancy restaurant, not sure whether they use dirty socks 

OPINION: We Expect More 
From Entry Level Than the 
Executive Level
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formed the Collaborative Action Program for the 
San Joaquin Valley or CAP for short. The CAP is 
now comprised of more than 70 entities representing 
farmers, water districts, local government, environ-
mentalists, and advocates for safe drinking water 
and disadvantaged communities. Together they 
have clarified problems, identified desired outcomes, 
and developed solutions sets. Now, the hard work 
starts–going from concept to reality and developing 
a plan that will indeed have wide support. 
But farmers and environmentalists haven’t always 
seen eye-to-eye. So, it’s natural for this process to 
raise some concerns among farmers. The Valley Ag 
Voice posed some tough questions to Tim. Here are 
those questions and his responses. 
Farmers and environmentalists have fought for 
decades over San Joaquin River water and water 
supplies from the Delta. Why are you advocating 
now that they should work together? 
The fact is we didn’t get much done with all that 
fighting–and there is a growing recognition of that 
fact amongst water leaders in the San Joaquin Valley. 
In my 40+ year career in California water, I was 
fortunate to be part of many success stories, including 
here in the San Joaquin Valley. And all those successes 
were the result of collaboration. The most important 
lesson from my career is that collaboration works and 
conflict doesn’t.
You spent many months putting together a lead-
ership team for this process. Why did you select 
them, in particular?

Working with Strangers
Continued from PAGE 1

I didn’t so much find the leaders in the CAP as they 
found the process. I suppose that I should get some 
credit for recruiting the CAP Co-Chairs – Ashley 
Swearengin, the CEO of the Central Valley Commu-
nity Foundation, and Buzz Thompson, the Faculty 
Director of the Stanford University Water in the 
West Program. They are extraordinary leaders who 
understand that a successful collaboration requires 
leadership from the “bottom up” and not from the 
“top down.” In addition, CAP has strong momentum 
right now because water and agricultural leaders 
from the Valley are working alongside environmental 
leaders, safe drinking water advocates, and local 
government officials–and all of them realize that 
they can accomplish more working together than 
they can fighting each other.

What kind of solutions is the CAP considering?
For CAP to succeed, we will need a truly compre-
hensive program that works for all the interests (or 
caucuses) together. The CAP recently adopted five 
“desired outcomes” that include sustainable water 
supplies for the farm economy and Valley commu-
nities; safe and affordable drinking water for every 
household in the Valley; and substantial increases in 
floodplain, riparian, and upland habitat to support 
an array of species. By the time CAP is done we will 
be implementing projects that allow for significantly 
more replenishment of groundwater basins, repairing 
subsidence-impacted conveyance facilities to restore 
their capacity, constructing water distribution and 
treatment facilities that assure everyone in the Valley 
has access to safe drinking water, and creating an 
environmental restoration program that ranks with 
the best in the nation. 

supporters who want to assure that the program 
moves forward as planned. That is exactly what CAP 
is designed to deliver.

Several farmers and water districts are partici-
pating in the CAP process? How well do you think 
they are representing Valley farmers, particularly 
small family farmers? 
CAP has exceptionally broad participation by farmers 
and others in the agricultural industry from every 
corner of the Valley. In fact, the agricultural caucus is 
the largest in the CAP process. There are 19 members 
in the ag caucus representing the interests of farmers 
and most of them are family farmers themselves. 
For perhaps the first time, the family farmer has a 
voice in shaping Valley water policy and that voice 
is being heard.

Are you optimistic about this process? 
I am known in the California water industry for having 
“optimism beyond reason,” but optimism is justified 
when it comes to CAP. We have extraordinarily gifted 
leaders, participants who firmly believe that they 
can accomplish more for the interests they represent 
by working collaboratively with each other, and a 
world-class team of facilitators that we recruited from 
Washington state. No less important, we have a genuine 
crisis. All those years of fighting over water have led 
us to a “perfect storm” in Valley water management. 
Failure is simply not an option, and I believe that all 
those engaged in the CAP understand that.

Tim clearly believes the Valley is worth fighting for. 
The Irish poet, William Butler Yeats is attributed 
with saying: there are no strangers here, just friends 
I haven’t met. 

It seems like every time water districts and envi-
ronmentalist sit down at a table, farmers lose water, 
and then the supplies farmers thought they had 
remaining, continue to be eroded by even more 
regulations. What assurance can you give farmers 
that a proposed solution will have “shelf life”?
It’s important for Valley Ag Voice readers to know that 
in the last decade there have been a lot of successful 
partnerships between Valley water districts and farmers 
and environmental NGOs. That is true in Kern 
County, the Tulare Basin, and the northern reaches 
of the Valley. Many environmentalists are showing an 
increasing desire to better understand and appreciate 
the Valley’s agricultural world, and they have analytical 
tools that water managers are finding helpful to better 
manage the Valley’s water. Water users are benefiting 
from that. In our democracy, what makes a program 
have “shelf life” is a very broad-based coalition of 

View of the wetlands from the south shore dock at the Big Break Shoreline 
and Visitor Center, San Joaquin Delta. (Danita Delimont / Shutterstock)

Cattle Group Issues Rebuke on Call
for Regional Cash 
Market Minimums
Press Release Provided by R-CALF USA
In a white paper distributed in August to the U.S. 
Senate agriculture committee and other Senate offices, 
R-CALF USA provides real-time evidence that 
varying minimum cash cattle purchase requirements 
region-to-region will allow major beef packers to 
continue denying timely market access to independent 
cattle feeders.
Titled Why a 50% National Negotiated Cash Volume 
Is Needed and Why That Volume Should Not Vary 
Region by Region, the group’s paper provides the 
example of at least one Iowa cash cattle seller who 
was informed that one major packer was out of the 
market for five weeks and another was reducing Iowa 
cash cattle purchases.
The paper explains that this example shows that even 
in Iowa, where negotiated cash cattle purchases have 
met or exceeded the 50% volume level for the past 16 
years, packers can nevertheless deprive independent 
cattle producers timely access to the negotiated cash 
market simply by trucking cattle from regions where 
cash volume requirements are or would be lower, 
such as from Kansas.
“The ability of packers to ship fed cattle via truck 
from region to region relegates the five fed cattle 
procurement regions to mere geographical reporting 
regions in a procurement market that is, in fact, 
national in scope,” states the group.
The group says this out-of-region shipping practice 
demands a cross-regional solution to the lack of 
competitive cattle purchases and the Grassely/Tester 
Bill (S.949) provides Congress with such a solution.
By mandating that all large packing plants purchase 

at least 50% of their cattle needs from negotiated cash 
cattle markets, the group says Congress can ensure 
that independent cattle producers located everywhere 
have access to a competitive market.
The paper also addresses the claim that packers 
need alternative marketing arrangements (AMAs), 
such as marketing agreements, to meet the quality 
requirements of branded beef programs. The 
paper refutes this claim using a U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) study that found negotiated 
cash market purchases were more likely to be eligible 
for branded beef programs than were marketing 
agreement purchases.
Pointing to another USDA study, the paper also 
provides evidence that the theoretical offsetting 
benefits of AMA’s do not benefit cattle producers 
who choose to market in the negotiated cash market. 
Instead, the paper states those independent cattle 
producers are carrying the brunt of the financial 
harm caused by the AMAs without receiving any 
offsetting benefits.
“Indeed,” states the paper, “they cannot even gain 
timely access to a competitive market!”

U.S. Capitol Building in Washington, DC (EuroBanks / Adobe Stock)
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helped one rancher evacuate cattle from the area and 
assisted others whose cattle had been sold and were 
under contract to ship within specific time frames.
“Most of the cattle in this area are migratory cattle,” 
Schohr said. “They’ll spend their winters in the valley 
and foothills, and then they’ll spend their summers 
at the higher elevation.”
Fire is not the only threat facing these ranchers and 
their livestock, Schohr said.
“We’re not only facing a fire, but in that valley they 
had significant forage loss due to grasshoppers and 
the drought,” she said. “Some of those ranchers 
are needing to shift cattle because they are losing 
forage up there.”

By Kevin Hecteman, Assistant Editor, Ag Alert

Reprinted with Permission from California Farm Bureau Federation
The Dixie Fire, now the second-largest wildfire in 
California’s recorded history, has led to evacuations 
of livestock and an urgent need to care for those 
animals left behind.
“There’s about 5,000 head of cattle in Indian Valley 
that are landlocked behind mandatory evacuation 
and road closures,” said Tracy Schohr, a University of 
California Cooperative Extension livestock and natural 
resources advisor. While there was no count of actual 
livestock losses, she said thousands of acres of rangeland 
on private property and grazing allotments had been 
lost along with fencing and other infrastructure.
Schohr, who works in Butte, Plumas and Sierra 
counties, said the Ag Pass program has been critical 
to helping ranchers tend to their herds despite the 
fire. The program issues passes, with the aid of the 
county sheriff and agricultural commissioner’s office, 
to farmers and ranchers so they can travel behind the 
lines to check on their livestock and property.
“The concept of that is really working as it was intended 
to,” Schohr said. “We’ve had ranchers be able to go in 
and check on cattle that are behind evacuation zones.”
Some ranchers rely on well water to slake their animals’ 
thirst, and getting generators into the area to ensure 
reliable water supplies has been vital, she added.
Some cattle in the Chester area have been returned 
to their home ranches, Schohr said. In addition, she’s 

Efforts Mount to Save Livestock From Wildfires

Disaster programs through the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Farm Service Agency can help livestock 
producers facing wildfire losses. For more information, 
go to FSA.USDA.gov/Programs-and-Services/
Disaster-Assistance-Program/Index or contact the 
local Farm Service Agency office.
“The grazing season in some of these areas was 
shortened by drought, and now it’s been significantly 
shortened by fire as well,” Schohr said.
The Butte County Farm Bureau has set up a Dixie 
and Fly Fire Agricultural Assistance Fund to help 
feed and maintain livestock affected by these fires, 
including in agricultural communities of Plumas and 
Sierra counties. Animals large and small have been 
evacuated to the Plumas-Sierra County Fairgrounds 

in Quincy and at private locations in the area.
Donations will go toward feed, supplies and health 
care for animals, and will be distributed through the 
Butte Agricultural Foundation with the help of the 
Plumas-Sierra Farm Bureau and the Plumas-Sierra 
Cattlemen’s Association. Any funds left over will go to 
repairs, replacement or upgrading of livestock facilities 
for future emergencies. For more information, call 
530-533-1473 or email Info@ButteFarmBureau.com.
Meanwhile, U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack 
last week visited the scene of last year’s August Complex 
fire along with Gov. Gavin Newsom and other officials 
to discuss the need to augment firefighting resources.
“Over the generations, over the decades, we have 
tried to do this job on the cheap,” Vilsack said. “We 
tried to get by—a little bit here, a little bit there.”
Vilsack said more forest management and fire-sup-
pression work is needed.
“The reality is that this has caught up with us, which is 
why we have an extraordinary number of catastrophic 
fires,” he said. “We have to significantly beef up 
our capacity. We have to have more boots on the 
ground, and I pledge to you and commit to you, 
that will happen.”
Vilsack discussed a 20-year stewardship agreement 
between state and federal agencies that will see 1 
million acres treated, and pledged that the fire-safety 
work would be done where there is the highest risk 
to life and property.
“We need to make sure that when we have catastrophic 
fires, we’re in a position to begin the restoration and 
reforestation work that is so vital and so important 
to protect against further calamity,” Vilsack said.

Herd of cows fleeing a wildfire (Vova Shevchuk / Shutterstock)

PROPERTY FEATURES

Location: Prime Corner Location of Panama Lane and  
Cottonwood Road Bakersfield, CA

Acreage: ±42.52 Acres

Water: • Kern Delta Water District
• Kern Island Utility Service Area

Sale Price: Call Broker for Details

Kevin Palla, AFM • 661.333.1000 
kevin.palla@paccra.com • Associate Director 

Land Advisory Group • Lic. 01514403
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For more information contact us at:
Daniel Palla / Grower Relations Manager
(661) 345-6613 / daniel@jssalmonds.com

www.jssalmonds.com

5600 Norris Road 
Bakersfield, CA 93308 

 (661) 328-5755

Our goal is to highlight the great work our
growers put into growing their almonds.

At JSS Almonds we work diligently to deliver
continuously competitive and profitable returns

to our growers.
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SERVING CALIFORNIA 
GROWERS SINCE 1992

SOIL AMENDMENTS 
GYPSUM - COMPOST - LIME - DOLOMITE - SULFUR

CONVENTIONAL FERTILIZERS
ORGANIC FERTILIZERS
DUST CONTROL

ASK US ABOUT 
CUSTOM BLENDS

Contact American Ag Today
661-833-8311  |  844-299-8311 (Toll-Free)

Office@AmericanAgInc.com
AmericanAgInc.com

Unless the state’s drought declaration is lifted, the 
regulations remain in place into the next water year, 
which begins Oct. 1. After that, ongoing supply-demand 
projections could again require curtailments next 
summer in order of seniority, in event there is again 
insufficient water supply, Fredrickson explained.
As part of the draft water diversion reporting, Associa-
tion of California Water Agencies regulatory relations 
manager Chelsey Haines at the workshop urged the 
Board, “I want to make sure that we are balancing 
this additional information request with information 
that is going to be useful and is necessary to managing 
conditions, recognizing that this will place an additional 
burden on water right holders.” Haines also asked for 
increased clarification on enforcement.
San Joaquin County Farm Bureau Federation executive 
director Bruce Blodgett anticipated that the state water 
board would approve the draft order with curtailment 
orders sent to affected water rights holders soon after. As 
this is happening, he said harvest of some crops still need 
to happen in San Joaquin County, adding, “Farmers 
are trying to finish out crops as quick as possible.”
Blodgett added, “We’ve had two horrible droughts 
here in a short period of time and we have to realize 
they are unprecedented, and we need projects to help 
address groundwater, but we also need projects to 
help address surface water. We’ve done none of that.”
Steve Koretoff, a farmer of organic almonds in Kerman, 
speaking on behalf of the Almond Alliance of California, 
told the board at the workshop that curtailments will 
dramatically impact agriculture.
“Agriculture is the lifeblood of California’s Central 
Valley and the base of the economy providing significant 
employment. The California almond community 
delivers economic value to the state supporting 110,000 
jobs and contributing $9.2 billion to California’s GDP,” 
Koretoff said.
Koretoff added that the state’s almond growers 
have reduced the amount of water used to grow the 
crop by one-third since the 1990s, with improved 
production practices and micro-irrigation technology 
and monitoring. 
“The San Joaquin Valley is one of the most efficient 
places to grow food anywhere in the world. We can 
grow more food with less water than anywhere else 
on the planet,” Koretoff said in his public comments. 
“The board must be careful not to make any decisions 
or curtailments that can cause irrefutable harm to 
family farms and disadvantaged rural communities 
that depend on agriculture for jobs and water.”
The adoption of emergency curtailment and reporting 
regulations for the Delta comes as the state board has 
increased restrictions on water use in recent weeks, 
issuing stop-diversion notices in June to junior water 
rights holders in the Delta, Russian River and Scott 
River watersheds and expanding curtailments in the 
Scott and Shasta river watersheds in mid-July.
Montague rancher Ryan Walker, president of the 
Siskiyou County Farm Bureau, said farmers have 
banded together in recent weeks to voluntarily curtail 
water.
“When we heard these rights were coming out we 
got a pretty big group together to put some voluntary 
curtailments in place. Quite a few alfalfa guys were 
willing to commit to shutting off Aug. 15 or at least 
Aug. 31, and pasture guys were willing to commit to 
a Sept. 15 cutoff instead of going all the way to Oct. 
1,” Walker said. “A lot of irrigators have already been 
shut down because of the drought.”
The water board asks that Delta water users subscribe 
to the Delta Drought list or to frequently visit the 
Board’s Delta Watershed Drought Information page 
at WaterBoards.CA.gov/Drought/Delta.

By Christine Souza, 
Assistant Editor, Ag Alert

Reprinted with Permission 
from California Farm Bureau 
Federation
The California State 
Water Resources Control 
Board on Tuesday 
unanimously adopted 

emergency curtailments and reporting regulations 
for the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta watershed due 
to severe drought conditions.
The board’s adoption on the actions affect almost all 
appropriative and riparian water rights holders in 
the Delta watershed. Gov. Gavin Newsom’s recent 
emergency drought declaration triggered the board’s 
involvement.
Diane Riddle, of the board’s Division of Water Rights, 
said during a workshop last week that the actions were 
intended to establish “water right priority looking at 
available supplies and available demands.”
“The purpose of this regulation is very simply an 
attempt to implement the water right priority system, 
inform users when water is not available at their priority 
of right and doing that in a conservative way to not to 
over-curtail users or identify when water is not available 
and when it may be,” Riddle said.
However, she said, the board isn’t looking to establish 
“minimum water levels for fishery flows.”
California Farm Bureau led a coalition of agricultural 
and water groups that urged caution on the matter. 
In a letter to the state water board prior to Tuesday’s 
adoption, the coalition implored board members 
to “act in a deliberate and measured manner that 
does the least regulatory harm to water users who are 
already operating under circumstances of reduced 
water allocations and overlapping constraints on water.”
Justin Fredrickson, environmental policy analyst for 
the California Farm Bureau said at the workshop that 
many farmers are already operating with reduced 
water availability and overlapping constraints. In a 
particularly difficult year, some farmers are receiving 
little to no surface water supply.
“A couple million acres of farmland have been impacted 
because of water supply cutbacks to the state and federal 
water projects,” Fredrickson said. “In terms of these 
curtailments of the more senior diverters, giving the 
timing, most folks will make it through the season and 
harvest intact, but as we move into next year, things are 
going to change and if it’s a dry year, the implications 
could be unprecedented.”
The state water board’s emergency regulation for 
the Delta authorizes orders to cease diversions. It 
requires that users diverting more than 1,000 acre-
feet to furnish additional information to the board 
if requesting minimum health and safety exceptions 
from the board’s order.

State Water Board Adopts Delta 
Curtailments
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week, said, “Most of the (Delta) water rights holders 
discussed here have a face behind them—a farmer, 
farm family, farm worker or it could be just a person 
eating a salad. But there’s a face behind all of this, 
including my family.”
“In general, farmers understand drought and they 
understand lean rain years, but they don’t understand 
the downward slide in water reliability that we are 
facing in California,” Scheuring said. “At the same 
time, we’re watching the slow permitting of new storage 
and infrastructure projects and the failure to execute on 
what might get us out of these places called curtailment, 
things like Proposition 1.”
Proposition 1, approved with wide voter support in 
2014, was supposed to lead to major water storage 
projects to prevent crises in drought years. Work on 
getting these projects constructed has been slow.
Back in the orchard in Brentwood, Courchesne is 
preparing for less water. He said he plans to continue 
farming sustainably by using micro-irrigation and 
regenerating the soil to build fertility and nutrients. He 
said he hopes this will help his trees be more resilient 
and survive.
The San Francisco Bay Area native discovered a love of 
farming in his 20s and in 1976, started his Brentwood 
farm with about 12 acres of organic peaches. He has 
expanded the farm to 280 acres, specializing in peaches, 
plums, nectarines and other crops.
Courchesne said he keeps farming because “I love it. 
I get to work with nature, I get to be outdoors, and I 
work with great people. We’re that kind of a farm that 
is integrated into the community.”
Noting that “farmers are cutting back their water use 
more than anybody else,” Courchesne underscored the 
need for more water conservation by all Californians.
“Everybody has to drink, everybody has to take a bath 
and cook food, but we don’t have to water our golf 
courses and cemeteries and lawns,” he said. “Millions 
of gallons go to waste every day because people let 
their water run while brushing their teeth, so let’s not 
target the farmers. We have the optimal conditions 
in California to grow food for the nation.”
Many farms have access to groundwater wells. But 
the Sustainability Groundwater Management Act 
requires farms to reduce pumping to prevent depleting 
groundwater supplies.
The Delta curtailments aren’t California’s only water 
supply challenge. For water right holders in the Upper 
Russian River watershed, the water board issued 
curtailment orders on Aug. 2. This makes it illegal to 
draw or divert water from the Upper Russian River, 
except as needed to ensure human health and safety.
The state water board also released an analysis of the 
Lower Russian River demonstrating that approximately 
222 right holders need to be curtailed to meet demands 
on the river. The board anticipates issuing orders 
to these right holders this week. The agency plans 
to consider a drought emergency regulation for the 
Scott River and Shasta River watersheds at its Aug. 
17 meeting.
Unless the state’s drought declaration is lifted, the 
curtailment regulations will remain in place into the 
next water year, which begins Oct. 1. The water board 
asks Delta water users to subscribe to the Delta Drought 
list or to frequently visit the board’s Delta Watershed 
Drought Information page at WaterBoards.CA.gov/
Drought/Delta.
Meanwhile, Courchesne said he just wants people to 
understand where their food comes from. He added, 
“People say, ‘Oh, this is devastating to the farmers’ 
but what about the people that eat food? Everybody 
wants to eat. We have to have water to grow food.”

By Christine Souza, 
Assistant Editor, Ag Alert

Reprinted with Permission 
from California Farm Bureau 
Federation
Organic farmer Al 
Courchesne of Frog 

Hollow Farm in Brentwood walks through rows of 
his aromatic stone fruit orchard, showing off sweet 
nectarines that thrive in the microclimate and rich 
soils in his corner of the Sacramento-San Joaquin 
River Delta.
Weighing on his mind is the drought and the possibility 
that the water he needs to keep his trees alive will soon 
be curtailed by the state.
“A curtailment would be disastrous for me and for 
all farmers in California, but particularly for small, 
family farmers like myself. We tend to be operating on 
a shoelace and don’t have a lot of capital,” Courchesne 
said. “I’ve got money invested. I’ve got infrastructure 
that needs to be paid for. I have 150 people working 
for me—these families depend on Frog Hollow Farm 
for their livelihood. And our food feeds hundreds of 
thousands of people.”
Courchesne is among several thousand water rights 
holders in the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta 
watershed who could have supplies shut off in response 
to drought emergency curtailment regulations adopted 
last week by the State Water Resources Control Board. 
With harvest coming to a close for many farmers, 
Courchesne said he still has more harvest work ahead.
“Even after we harvest the peaches, nectarines or 
cherries off of the tree, we still have to keep the trees 
alive. We’ve got millions of dollars invested and those 
trees represent our income for the next 20 or 30 years,” 
Courchesne said.
Water from the delta contributes to the water supply 
for more than two-thirds of Californians and is used 
to irrigate millions of acres of farmland.
Delta water districts, such as Courchesne’s district, the 
Bryon-Bethany Irrigation District in Contra Costa 
County, have some of the oldest water rights in the 
state—riparian and pre-1914 rights, in addition to 
a contract with the federal Central Valley Project. 
BBID’s post-1914 rights through the CVP went from a 
5% water allocation to zero. After last week’s adoption 
of curtailment regulations, he expects cutbacks to 
senior water rights.
Chris Scheuring, California Farm Bureau senior 
counsel, in addressing the state water board last 

Contra Costa County farmer Al Courchesne, at his Brentwood orchard, 
says he is concerned about water curtailments due to regulations 
for the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta watershed adopted by 
the State Water Resources Control Board last week. (Christina Souza)

Farmers
Delta Water Cutbacks Weigh on 

BROKERS of BAKERSFIELD REALTY
(661) 327-7757     FAX (661) 663-9157

ALMOND ORCHARD
PRICE REDUCED! CALL NOW!

81.75 Acres Famoso Area
76.85 net acres in almonds. Trees were planted in 2002. Varieties 

are 50% Nonpareil, 25% Monterey, 25% Fritz. Nemaguard 
rootstock. 99 trees per acre. Class One and Class Two soils. Two 

sources of irrigation water. Average 1.80 acre feet per acre per year 
from Cawelo Water Storage District and pumped groundwater.

Farm, Ranch and Transitional Use Properties

When it is time to sell your farm there is only 1 decision! 
Pearson Realty a Tradition in Trust Since 1919

FARMLAND      PRICED REDUCED $17,000±/AC 
20± acres, Kern Delta Water Dist, Kern Island Utility water,  
south Bakersfield

ALMONDS                                    SALE PENDING   
78.83± acres, Wasco Area, Semi-Tropic WSD Contract water, 
1 well, Productive soils, and almonds in full production.

LAND           PRICED REDUCED $2,125±/AC 
80± acres, poss bee-keeping,  dry farming, mitigation,  open 
space, recreation, or solar Buttonwillow Area, near Nwy 5
ALMONDS AND OPEN GROUND  $27,289±/AC 
111.42± ac, 1 well, 1 domestic well and 3.14 AF Wheeler Ridge 
Maricopa WSD contract water, Grade 1 Excellent Soils
FARMLAND        $13,000±/AC 
156.96± acres, Wasco Area, Semi-Tropic WSD non-contract 
water, 1 well, Productive soils, and Perfect for permanent crops.
LAND OPPORTUNITY $16,635±/AC 
150.29± acres, close to PGE sub-station, natural gas 
main line, high transmission power lines traverse the site. 
Buttonwillow, CA

DRYLAND  PRICED REDUCED $2,250±/AC 

160 acres, mostly grade 1 soils, Near Valley Acres

ALMONDS & PISTACHIOS SOLD 
205.21± ac, Semi-Tropic WSD & well water, good soils, 
strong yields, Shafter Area.

ALMONDS   $15,250±/AC 
959.54± ac, wells and Semi-Tropic WSD non contact service, Productive soils

ALMONDS AND FARMLAND $21,790±/AC  
995.11± acres, Wasco Area, Semi-Tropic WSD Contract 
and non-contract water, 5 wells, Productive Soils, and 
Almonds in full production.

WINE GRAPES SALE PENDING 

1022.97± acres, Kern and Tulare County, Kern portion 
Semi-Tropic WSD non-contract water, 7 Wells, Productive Soils, 
and Producing Wine Grapes.

4900 California Ave 210B, 
Bakersfield, CA 93309

www.pearsonrealty.com

KAMERON M. STEWART 
kstewart@pearsonrealty.com

661.809.1817

ROBB M. STEWART, AFM
rstewart@pearsonrealty.com

661.303.2930

CalBRE Lic.#000020875
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DECEMBER 7–9, 2021 
THE CONFERENCE IS FREE TO ATTEND. 

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN AT 
ALMONDS.COM/CONFERENCE

We’re baaaack! The Almond Conference 
returns to Sacramento, December 7-9, 2021, 
in person at the newly renovated SAFE Credit 
Union Convention Center. 

We are bringing back everything you love 
about The Almond Conference—the trade 
show, educational sessions, keynote 
speakers and networking events—in the 
upgraded venue. It promises to be The 
Almond Conference to remember!

This year’s theme, Rooted in Success, 
focuses on the foundation of our industry’s 
growth—strategic market development, 
innovative research, and accelerated 
adoption of industry best practices—in 
keeping with our vision to make life better by 
what we grow and how we grow. 

Mark your calendars now and make plans to 
join us for The Almond Conference 2021!

VISIT ALMONDS.COM/CONFERENCE TO 
REGISTER, BOOK YOUR HOTEL AND STAY  
UP-TO-DATE ON THE LATEST INFORMATION. 
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Grab your phone

1
Open up the Camera

or Google Lens

2
Scan the code

3

redoxgrows.com@redoxgrows

Scan code
to learn more.

diKaP™ increases tree 
carbohydrate storage, 

improving next
year’s yield

With a focus on abiotic stress, 
diKaP™ (0-31-50) improves 
nitrogen metabolism.

Applying diKaP™ postharvest 
by soil or foliar benefits tree 
carbohydrate storage, 
improving on next year’s yield 
potential.

diKaP™

National Ag, Water Coalition Applauds 
Senate Passage of Infrastructure Bill

water recycling, ecosystem restoration, desalination 
and storage projects to modernize and upgrade our 
water infrastructure to ensure local, safe, reliable, 
high quality water now and in future years. This 
bipartisan legislation accomplishes that,” Association 
of California Water Agencies Executive Director Dave 
Eggerton said.

Changing Western hydrological conditions and 
expanding populations require immediate federal 
investments in repairing aging water infrastructure 
and developing new sources of water supply. The 
infrastructure package also represents a historic 
opportunity to aid in the nation’s economic recovery. 
Both workers and the economy will benefit from the 
increased demand for equipment and materials these 
water projects will require from American companies.

“With this vote, the Senate has made a historic 
investment in water infrastructure, which will pay 
dividends for our communities, our economy and 
our environment, both now and into the future. We 
thank the Senate for its vote and encourage the House 
to take up and pass this critical legislation,” National 
Water Resources Association Executive Vice President 
Ian Lyle added.

“We commend the Senate for taking this historic action. 
Without access to a safe, reliable and affordable water 
supply, the long-term viability of our family farms and 
rural communities in the West are in jeopardy, along 
with more than 80 percent of all U.S. fruit, vegetable 
and tree nut production. As the current drought has 
demonstrated, time is running out, which is why we 
call on the House to act with urgency and pass the 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act without delay,” 
Western Growers President and CEO Dave Puglia said.

The coalition includes more than 220 organizations 
from 15 states that collectively represent $120 billion 
in agricultural production—nearly one-third of all 
agricultural production in the country—and many 
of the local and regional public water agencies that 
supply water to more than 75 million urban, suburban 
and rural residents.

Press Release Provided by California Farm Bureau Federation
With nearly two-thirds of the West experiencing 
extreme or exceptional drought conditions, and more 
than 90 active wildfires burning across the U.S., a 
national coalition representing thousands of Western 
farmers, ranchers, water providers, businesses and 
communities underscored the significance of Senate 
passage of the bipartisan Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act today and urged the House to mirror 
the water provisions in its own infrastructure package.
“The Western water provisions included in this package 
represent a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to invest in a 
reliable and sustainable water supply that supports our 
farms, businesses and rural and urban communities. 
We applaud the bipartisan approach taken by our 
Senate champions in moving this solution forward at 
a time of unprecedented drought in the West,” Family 
Farm Alliance Executive Director Dan Keppen said.
To address critical Western water supply needs, the 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act includes more 
than $8 billion to repair aging dams and canals; build 
new surface and groundwater storage and conveyance 
facilities; fund water conservation and recycling projects; 
and enhance watershed management and improve 
ecosystems.
“With drought conditions continuing to worsen 
throughout the West, now is the time to invest and make 
timely improvements in our nation’s water management 
portfolio. The diverse investments in Western water 
infrastructure and our national forestlands included 
in this package will assist farmers, ranchers, water 
providers and rural communities impacted by wildfires, 
water shortages and a changing hydrology,” California 
Farm Bureau President Jamie Johansson said.
Importantly, the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act aligns with the solutions water managers across the 
West have requested for years and provides a balanced 
package of tools that local and regional managers 
can select from to best resolve the water needs and 
challenges in their local communities.
“We need to make major investments, including in 

Press Release Provided by National Grain and Feed Association
The National Grain and Feed Association (NGFA) 
commended the Senate Commerce Committee for 
favorably reporting the nomination of Karen Hedlund 
to serve on the Surface Transportation Board to the 
full Senate for consideration.
During the past few years, the Board has developed 
momentum in attempting to create more rail-on-rail 
competition and a more streamlined method for freight 
rail customers to challenge unreasonable rates, noted 
the NGFA and 50 other agricultural organizations 
in an Aug. 3 letter to committee leaders.
“The ability of the STB to follow through and pursue 
a modern and more balanced approach is dependent 
upon it having members that are knowledgeable and 
objective,” the groups said, adding that Hedlund 
“exemplifies these principles.”
The agricultural sector, which accounts for more 
than $160 billion of America’s trade exports, “has 
been adversely impacted by railroad market power” 
and the rail industry’s implementation of precision 
scheduled railroading (PSR), the groups said.

President Joe Biden nomi-
nated Hedlund earlier 
this year to replace 
Republican Ann Bege-
man, who is serving 
in her 11th year at the 
STB. Begeman’s service 
included four years as 
STB’s chairman, before 
President Biden replaced 
her as chair with Demo-
crat Marty ObermTan 

on Jan. 21, 2021. Senate confirmation of Hedlund 
to the STB will allow the Board to retain its full 
complement of five members, as set by the STB 
Reauthorization Act of 2015.
Hedlund, a native of Illinois and graduate of Harvard 
University and Georgetown University, has signif-
icant rail transportation experience having served 
as the Federal Railroad Administration’s deputy 
administrator and chief counsel and as the Federal 
Highway Administration’s chief counsel. Currently, 
she is vice president and National Rail Strategy Advi-
sor at WSP USA where she works with federal, state 
and local transportation agencies as well as private 
companies to facilitate financing and development 
of transportation projects.

Karen Hedlund to serve on STB

NGFA Commends Senate Committee for 
Favorably Reporting 
Hedlund for STB
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outside, engage with their community and connect 
with their local farmers and ranchers,” she said.
Though farms are still not giving many school tours, 
agritourism operators say business has been on the 
rise, especially for U-picks, pumpkin patches and other 
farm venues as people continue to seek getaways in 
safe outdoor settings.
At RAM Farms in Turlock last week, farmer Ron 
Macedo was working on his corn maze, a key feature 
of his fall pumpkin patch, which he said delivered “the 
best year ever” in 2020. With people still looking for 
outdoor activities and entertainment, Macedo said he 
anticipates “another pretty good year” for his farm, 
which also runs a U-pick flower field in the summer 
and an ice ink and Christmas tree lot in the winter.
“We’re optimistic that things are going to be well 
because people still need to get outside and have fun, 
so we’re excited to fill that niche,” he said.
He planted the U-pick flower field and built an indoor, 
self-serve farm stand several years ago to expand 
his agritourism season—and to “keep people close 
and excited about RAM Farms” beyond pumpkin 
season. Now people come every day to the farm to 
buy flowers and produce, he said.
Not knowing what to expect amid the pandemic 
lockdown last year, Macedo said he was “very worried” 
about setting up the ice rink, which takes “a lot of time 
and money.” But business boomed and he sold out 
of Christmas trees, so he has expanded the ice rink 
and plans to add more activities this year, he said.
Lynette Sonne, founder of Farmstead Ed and the 
San Luis Obispo County Farm Trail, described the 
trail’s inaugural Open Farm Day in July as “wildly 
successful,” with sold-out attendance of about 300 
guests who toured the region’s farms and participated 
in tastings, workshops and other activities. With 
people wanting to stay in wide-open spaces, farm 
stays in the region were sold out the weekend of the 

Farm Country Gears up for Tourism Return
event and continue to be sold out, she noted.
Even before the state reopening, Jennifer Tallent, 
who runs The Grove on 41 in Templeton with her 
mother, Karen Tallent, said she saw an uptick in their 
agritourism business. She said people were calling to 
see the venue and the farm, which grows olives for 
oil, and there were more inquiries for tours.
The farm generally depends on weddings and other 
private events. It hosted just one wedding before the 
pandemic lockdown last year and didn’t host another 
until this past May.
“Folks are coming back and wanting to have their 
parties,” Jennifer Tallent said. “They’re wanting 
to have their weddings. They want to get together, 
because they’ve had 18 months of seclusion, and 
they’re finally comfortable.”
When their events business dried up last year, the 
farm hosted more private tours and tour groups, 
which “really saved us in 2020,” Karen Tallent said. 
Their vacation rental, which “stayed steadily busy,” 
provided some income, Jennifer Tallent said. Increased 
sales of their olive oil in the form of corporate gifts 
also helped, they said.
Bookings for weddings, special events and farm stays at 
Hartley Farms in San Miguel, which grows a variety 
of tree fruits and nuts, are now “back to normal,” 
said farmer Barbara Goodrich. But business this year 
will not make up for losses sustained in 2020, when 
the farm hosted zero parties, she noted.
“It will take us years to recover from that shutdown, 
even though this year and next year look to be 
normal,” she said.
Goodrich said even though the farm picked up more 
business as a farm stay last year, weddings make up 
“a large chunk of our income.”
With anticipation that schools will not be fully back 
to in-person learning this year, Jeri Seifert, who runs 

a pumpkin patch and a choose-and-cut Christmas 
tree farm in Dixon, said she decided not to open 
her farm for organized school tours. Instead, she’ll 
offer smaller private tours for groups that want them. 
Her farm typically closes to the public during the 
summer off-season, but she said she decided to open 
the boutique last week for what she called a “Christmas 
in July” sale. It was a way “to get people out to the 
farm,” she said, and to gear up for the fall season by 
clearing the store of items that haven’t sold.
Yolo County farmer Fred Manas, who grows peaches 
and operates a custom meat-processing facility and 
meat market, said much of his agritourism business 
depends on school tours, which he has not had for 
more than a year. In the past, whenever he would send 
out an email blast promoting a certain peach variety 
that’s in season, “they would come,” he said. Students 
from UC Davis also use the farm for research and fruit 
studies or tour his meat-processing plant, he noted.
“But since COVID last year and this year, I haven’t 
seen any people, because the kids aren’t in school,” 
Manas said. “There’s just nobody around, no students. 
Everything’s on Zoom or some other way.”
Solano County sheep rancher Robin Lynde said she 
has started to open her farm again to some of her 
farm club members and has taught a couple of small, 
in-person weaving classes so far this year. Because 
her workshop is small and people are in close contact, 
she said she “got nervous” about holding the classes 
and decided to limit them to people who have been 
vaccinated.
She’s done some classes through Zoom, but she 
acknowledged the hands-on nature of weaving 
makes virtual learning more difficult. Other than 
the classes, Lynde said, she has not held her annual 
open house for the general public and has hosted no 
field trips. These in-person events represent a third 
of her agritourism activities, she noted.
“People want to do field trips and I just haven’t really 
decided what to do,” she said. “We’ll have to see how 
things look in the next few months.”

By Ching Lee, Assistant Editor, Ag Alert

Reprinted with Permission from California Farm Bureau Federation
Pandemic cabin fever continues to drive people out to 
the country, and farmers who welcome agritourism 
activities say they expect the trend will hold, with 
farms becoming a go-to destination.
Last year saw the cancellation of many farm festivals, 
tours and workshops, some of which went virtual 
or were greatly scaled back. More of these events 
have returned this year with some modifications. 
Wineries, which shuttered tasting rooms last year, 
have reopened. U-pick farms and farm stands have 
become “very popular,” even in pandemic months of 
2020, said Rachael Callahan, agritourism coordinator 
at the University of California, Davis.
“This year, with the return of larger on-farm gath-
erings and other agritourism, people are eager to get 

Alex Toth of Delhi, holding son Grayson, 2, with son Jackson, 6, and 
daughter Allison, 3, chooses sunflowers at RAM Farms’ U-pick flower field 
in Turlock. U-picks have been a popular outdoor activity for families during 
the pandemic, and the trend is expected to continue this year. (Ching Lee)

Press Release Provided by the US Cattlemen’s Association
On Thursday, the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) announced that beginning Monday, August 
9, 2021, it will issue two new Market News reports 
based on Livestock Mandatory Reporting (LMR) 
data. The news follows a letter the United States 
Cattlemen’s Association (USCA) sent to USDA on 
July 13, 2021 requesting the publication of additional 
data collected under the LMR program that would 
provide important insights into the cattle marketplace.
Specifically, these two new reports will include the 
following information:
• The National Daily Direct Formula Base Cattle 

reports will enable stakeholders to see the correlation 
between the negotiated trade and reported formula 
base prices, as well as the aggregated values being 
paid as premiums and discounts. Daily formula base 
price reports will be national in scope and released 
in morning, summary and afternoon versions. The 
weekly and monthly formula base reports will be 
both national and regional in scope and include 
forward contract base purchase information. 

• The National Weekly Cattle Net Price Distri-
bution report will show at what levels (price and 
volume) trade occurred across the weekly weighted 

USDA Will Begin Issuing 
New Market Reports 
Following USCA Request 
for Greater Transparency

See MARKET REPORTS on PAGE 18

Detection of Citrus Disease, Huanglongbing, in San 
Diego County Establishes New Quarantine Area

Press Release Provided by the California Department of Food 
and Agriculture
The California Department of Food and Agriculture 
(CDFA) has declared a quarantine in north San Diego 
County following the detection of the citrus disease 
Huanglongbing (HLB), or citrus greening, in two 
citrus trees on one residential property in the city of 
Oceanside. This is the first time the plant disease, 
which does not harm people but is deadly to citrus, 
has been detected in San Diego County. CDFA is 
working with the United States Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) and the San Diego County Agri-
cultural Commissioner on this cooperative project.
The detection will require a mandatory 68-square-
mile quarantine area around the find site to restrict 
the movement of citrus fruit, trees and related plant 
material. The quarantine area is bordered on the 
north by Stagecoach Road in Camp Pendleton; on 
the south by Tamarack Road in Carlsbad; on the 
west by the Pacific Ocean; and on the east by North 
Santa Fe Avenue in Vista. HLB quarantine maps for 
San Diego County are available online at: CDFA.
CA.gov/Plant/HLB/Regulation.html. Please check 
this link for future quarantine expansions, should 
they occur. An HLB quarantine area currently 

Detection Marks First Time 
Plant Disease Has Been Found 
in San Diego County

international borders. Keep it local.
• Cooperate with agricultural officials placing traps, 

inspecting trees and treating for the pest.
• If you no longer wish to care for your citrus tree, 

consider removing it so it does not become a host 
to the pest and disease.

HLB is a bacterial disease that affects the vascular 
system of citrus trees and plants. It does not pose a 
threat to humans or animals. The Asian citrus psyl-
lid can spread the bacteria as the pest feeds on citrus 
trees and plants. Once a tree is infected, there is no 
cure; the tree will produce bitter and misshaped fruit 
and die within a few years.
CDFA staff are scheduling removal of the infected 
trees and are in the midst of surveying citrus trees 
in a 250-meter radius around the detection site to 
determine if any other trees are infected with HLB. 
A treatment program for citrus trees to reduce Asian 
citrus psyllid infestations will also be conducted 
within 250-meter radius of the find site. By taking 
this action, a critical reservoir of the disease and its 
vectors will be removed, which is essential to protect 
surrounding citrus from this deadly disease.
CDFA, in partnership with the USDA, local County 
Agricultural Commissioners, and the citrus indus-
try, continues to pursue a strategy of controlling the 
spread of the Asian citrus psyllid while researchers 
work to find a cure for the disease.

exists in parts of Orange, Los Angeles, Riverside 
and San Bernardino counties, where more than 
2,400 trees have tested positive for the disease and 
have been removed.
The quarantine prohibits the movement of all citrus 
nursery stock or plant parts out of the quarantine 
area. Provisions exist to allow the movement of 
commercially cleaned and packed citrus fruit. Fruit 
that is not commercially cleaned and packed must 
not be moved from the property on which it is grown, 
although it may be processed and/or consumed on 
the premises. This includes residential citrus, such as 
oranges, lemons, grapefruit and kumquats.
Residents are urged to take several steps to help 
protect citrus trees:
• Do not move citrus plants, leaves or foliage into 

or out of the quarantine area or across state or 

Orange citrus infected with HLB (Edgloris Marys / Shutterstock)
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for PM2.5 and the protective measures 
available to them.

• Training and Instruction – Provide effective training 
and instruction to all employees on the information 
contained in section 5141.1 Appendix B.

• Modifications – Implement modifications to the 
workplace, if feasible, to reduce exposure. Examples 
include providing enclosed structures or vehicles 
for employees to work in, where the air is filtered.

• Changes – Implement practicable changes to work 
procedures or schedules. Examples include changing 
the location where employees work or reducing the 
amount of time they work outdoors or exposed to 
unfiltered outdoor air.

•  Respiratory Protection – Provide proper respiratory 
protection equipment, such as disposable respirators, 
for voluntary use. 
• To filter out fine particles, respirators must be 

labeled N-95, N-99, N-100, R-95, P-95, P-99, or 
P-100, and must be labeled as approved by the 
US National Institute for Occupational Safety 
and Health (NIOSH).

To assist employers with identifying available supplies 
of respirators, Cal/OSHA is maintaining a list of 
vendors who have confirmed they have at least 100,000 
NIOSH-certified disposable N95 respirators in stock 
and available for purchase and delivery.
If the AQI for PM2.5 exceeds 500 due to wildfire 
smoke, respirator use is required. Employers must 
ensure employees use respirators and implement 
a respiratory protection program as required in 
California’s respiratory standard. For information or 
help on developing a respiratory protection program, 
see Cal/OSHA’s Respiratory Protection Fact Sheet.
Cal/OSHA has created training videos in English and 
Spanish on wildfire smoke protection requirements 
and a video in English on the use of N95 respirators. 
Guidance for employers and workers on wildfire smoke 
is available on Cal/OSHA’s web page along with 
frequently asked questions about N95 masks. Cal/
OSHA’s Training Academy offers free resources in 
English and Spanish.
Cal/OSHA helps protect workers from health and 
safety hazards on the job in almost every workplace in 
California. Cal/OSHA’s Consultation Services Branch 
provides free and voluntary assistance to employers to 
improve their health and safety programs. Workers 
who have questions about wildfire smoke hazards 
and protections can call 833-579-0927 to speak with 
a Cal/OSHA representative during normal business 
hours. Complaints about workplace safety and health 
hazards can be filed confidentially with Cal/OSHA 
district offices.

Cal/OSHA Reminds Employers to 
Protect Workers From Unhealthy Air 
Due to Wildfire Smoke

Press Release Provided by California Department of Industrial Relations
Cal/OSHA is reminding employers that California’s 
protection from wildfire smoke standard requires them 
to take steps to protect their workers from unhealthy 
air due to wildfire smoke. Harmful air quality from 
wildfire smoke can occur anywhere in the state on 
short notice, so employers must be prepared before a 
wildfire event occurs.
There are steps employers must take to protect workers 
from wildfire smoke, including monitoring the local 
air quality index (AQI) for PM2.5, training workers 
on the health effects of wildfire smoke and providing 
proper respiratory protection like N95 respirators for 
voluntary use if work cannot be moved to a location 
where the air is not harmful. If employers cannot move 
operations to areas where air is adequately filtered and 
they do not have access to respiratory protection, they 
may need to halt operations until the outdoor air quality 
improves. This includes outdoor worksites and indoor 
locations where the air is not filtered or doors are kept 
open such as warehouses, packing, manufacturing, 
distribution facilities and more.
When wildfire smoke might affect a worksite, employers 
must monitor the AQI for PM2.5 before and throughout 
the work shift. Make sure to have websites like the U.S. 
EPA’s AirNow or local air quality management district 
websites bookmarked for quick access. Employers can 
also use their own instruments to measure the AQI in 
accordance with Cal/OSHA’s requirements.
Smoke from wildfires contains chemicals, gases and 
fine particles that can harm health. The greatest hazard 
comes from breathing fine particles in the air (called 
PM2.5), which can reduce lung function, worsen 
asthma or other existing heart and lung conditions, 
and cause coughing, wheezing and difficulty breathing.
If the AQI for PM2.5 is 151 or greater, employers 
must take the following steps to protect employees:
• Communication – Inform employees of the AQI 

Farm worker putting on a protective mask (Elitprod / Shutterstock)
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Press Release Provided by the California Department of 
Water Resources
Moving to provide immediate support to communi-
ties facing water supply challenges, the Department of 
Water Resources (DWR) on August 11th announced 
the first round of funding commitments for $200 
million available through the Small Community 
Drought Relief Program.
DWR, in coordination with the State Water Resources 
Control Board, is directing $25 million to 10 small water 
systems in Tulare, Siskiyou, Shasta, Lake and Kern 
Counties. The funds will support a range of projects 
including emergency water system repairs, infrastruc-
ture such as new wells and water storage tanks, and 
improvements to intakes and distribution systems.
“The climate-induced drought is challenging Califor-
nians on several fronts, including small community 
water systems,” said DWR Director Karla Nemeth, 
“Our goal is to provide immediate and near-term 
financial and technical support to help small commu-
nities overcome this drought and future droughts.”
“Drought is a compounding stressor to already strug-
gling and vulnerable drinking water systems in the 
state,” said Joaquin Esquivel, Chair of the State Water 
Board. “DWR’s investments in critical water supply 
projects will provide much-needed emergency assistance 
as the state continues building the long-term resilience 
of our water systems. This new program also highlights 
the criticality of continued coordination between local, 
state and federal agencies to support communities that 

are responding to intensifying drought conditions.”
The Small Community Drought Relief Program 
assists communities that are not served by an urban 
water supplier with at least 3,000 connections or that 
provides more than 3,000 acre-feet of drinking water 
annually. The program is one of several drought funding 
programs available through the State. An additional 
$100 million in grant funding for urban drought relief 
projects and $200 million for multi-benefit drought 
relief projects is expected to be released this fall.
Recipients of the initial $25 million in funding include:
• The Hornbrook Community Services District in 

Siskiyou County: Faced with a fading water supply 
due to drought, the District is set to receive $1,160,000 
in funding to install a new well, refurbish existing 
wells, and replace leaking pipelines. In the interim, 
the State is providing bottled water to residents.

• The Walker-Mangiaracina State Small Water 
System (Linwood) in Tulare County: Located near 
Visalia, this underserved community’s water system 
relies on one well to provide water to six homes. The 
well failed in June 2021, forcing residents to depend 
on a fire hose for their water supply. The commu-
nity will receive $397,033 in funding to extend an 
existing water main from Visalia to ensure a reliable 
water supply, with additional homes expected to be 
connected as part of the project.

• The Frazier Park Public Utility District in Kern 
County: The disadvantaged community of Frazier 

State Agencies Announce First Round of Commitments for $200 Million 
in Drought Funding to Support Small Communities: 10 Systems to Receive 
$25 Million for Immediate Relief Newsom’s drought emergency proclamations. Small 

communities impacted by the drought are encouraged 
to apply as soon as possible and can submit applica-
tions or questions to SmallCommunityDrought@
Water.CA.gov.
This new program’s focus on the emergency and interim 
needs of water systems complements ongoing efforts 
by DWR and the State Water Board to partner with 
communities on sustainable drinking water solutions 
that will improve their resiliency to drought and other 
climate change-induced conditions. For example, since 
2019, the board’s Safe and Affordable Funding for 
Equity and Resilience (SAFER) program has provided 
financial and technical assistance to implement long-
term solutions for safe, clean, affordable drinking water 
access for 148 communities. Going forward, the board 
also will administer $1.3 billion for drinking water and 
wastewater projects and $85 million for groundwater 
cleanup and water recycling using funding allocated 
in this year’s State budget. At its next board meeting 
on August 18, the State Water Board will consider 
authorizing the first tranche of funding from the State 
budget for drinking water and wastewater projects for 
small, disadvantaged communities and also review 
proposals within its draft 2021-22 Fund Expenditure 
Plan on how best to invest $130 million of drinking 
water funding from the Safe and Affordable Drinking 
Water Fund during this fiscal year.
Communities with a failing drinking water supply must 
contact their county’s Office of Emergency Services 
for immediate assistance and emergency response to 
urgent drinking water needs. These contacts can then 
facilitate requests for state funding.

Park is currently burdened with aging pipelines that 
are susceptible to leaks which has been further exas-
perated due to the current drought. As a solution, the 
community will be awarded $9,851,450 in funding 
to replace 24,000 linear feet of pipelines.

Also today, DWR released guidelines for how small 
water systems may apply for remaining funds as part 
of the Small Community Drought Relief Program. 
Eligible projects must be designed to benefit small 
communities located in counties under Governor 

Map showing Small Community Drought Relief Program grant recip-
ients (California Department of Water Resources)
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Press Release Provided by the California Farm Water Coalition
In two years, California’s State reservoirs have gone 
from beginning water 2020 “robustly” full, with 
historic releases of surplus potential supply and the 
memory of dangerous risks of flooding associated 
with the same storms that damaged Oroville Dam 
not far behind us, to devastating curtailments in 
August of 2021.
On August 3, the State Water Resources Control 
Board completely eliminated 2021’s surface water 
supplies for farms in much of the state.
The action affects about 5,700 water rights holders 
with roughly 12,500 water rights from north of Lake 
Shasta to Fresno, prohibiting them from diverting 
surface water for the purpose of farming. 
Fewer crops have been planted due to the drought and 
these additional cuts by the Water Board could affect 

Robustly Full to Empty Reservoirs
the upcoming harvest of crops still in the ground. It 
has been two short years since the state’s reservoirs 
were largely full, yet supplies today are extremely low.
While criticisms of California’s water rights are 
common during droughts among those looking to 
reshuffle the deck, they shouldn’t ignore our state 
and federal leaders’ failure to meaningfully prepare 
for this drought. Both history and science tell us 
that California’s weather patterns inevitably shift 
from wet to dry, and back again. Scientific experts 
insist it will become more frequent as a result of 
our changing climate. Investing in smart, adaptive 
water management, growing our water supplies, and 
finding collaborative, science-based approaches are 
prudent steps as we prepare for California’s future.
Substantial new state and federal investments in our 
water supply infrastructure are needed to prevent 
future water shortages.

LARGEST SURFACE WATER 
SUPPLY CUT IN STATE’S HISTORY

-15-30%

-100%

-25-100%

CROP REDUCTIONS TO-DATE
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Beans
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Honeydew
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Tomatoes

Watermelons
Wheat

-95-100%

-100%

-95%

-80%

-25%

VISIT US AT FARMWATER.ORG

On August 3, the State Water Resources Control Board 
completely eliminated 2021’s surface water supplies for 
farms in much of the state.

The action affects about 5,700 water rights holders with 
roughly 12,500 water rights from north of Lake Shasta to 
Fresno, prohibiting them from diverting surface water for the 
purpose of farming.

Fewer crops have been planted due to the drought and these 
additional cuts by the Water Board could affect the 
upcoming harvest of crops still in the ground. 

It has been two short years since the state’s reservoirs were 
largely full, yet supplies today are extremely low. Substantial 
new state and federal investments in our water supply 
infrastructure are needed to prevent future water shortages.

as of august 3, 2021

HASHED AREAS IMPACTED 
BY RECENT CURTAILMENTS =
SOLID AREAS UNDER 
PRIOR ALLOCATION CUTS=

This map shows the historically unprecedented surface water cuts that are affecting California agriculture, and America’s tables 
this year (California Farm Water Coalition)
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THE GOVERNMENT
AFFAIRS EXPERTS.including climate change.”

A beta version of CalSim 3 was originally released 
in 2017 for public comment. Since then several 
changes have been made to the model, including 
the full incorporation of the San Joaquin River, 
updated integration of groundwater and surface water 
interaction and new areas of simulation coverage in 
upstream watersheds. Both CalSim 3 and CalSim 
II, which are being updated from the last public 
release in October 2019, include refinements to the 
depiction of many regulatory criteria. 
“The inclusion of enhanced physical modeling 
in CalSim 3, particularly the implementation of 
stream-groundwater interaction, represents a great 
stride forward in analytical capabilities for Central 
Valley Project and State Water Project planning 
studies,” stated Derya Sumer, Reclamation’s Water 
Supply and Operations Analysis Branch Chief.
These and other improvements enhance the ability 
to model the ever-changing conditions that dynam-
ically affect the projects, including impacts to infra-
structure, operating or regulatory criteria, land uses 
and climate change. 
The models and preliminary documentation are 
available at GitHub.com/USBR/CM3. Full docu-
mentation is expected to be made available in Novem-
ber 2021.
For more information about these benchmark studies 
or to provide comments, you may contact Erik Reyes, 
California Department of Water Resources, Erik.
Reyes@Water.CA.gov, (916) 653-5569; or Derya 
Sumer, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, DSumer@
USBR.gov, (916) 978-5188.

Updated Computer Models Released 
for Key California Water Projects

Press Release Provided by the California Department of 
Water Resources
The Bureau of Reclamation and the California 
Department of Water Resources (DWR) today 
released the next versions of two computer models 
that simulate operations of the State Water Project 
(SWP) and the Central Valley Project (CVP). Water 
managers use the models – CalSim II and CalSim 
3 – to examine project operations under various 
assumptions for hydrologic conditions, project  facil-
ities and regulatory requirements.
“Having the ability to model events in a virtual 
world is a tremendous help in drought planning and 
improving sustainability of our water resources,” 
said Erik Reyes, DWR’s Supervising Engineer. 
“These highly complex and extensive models allow 
for studying a number of key changed conditions, 

San Luis Reservoir on May 29, 2019 (California Department of Water 
Resources)

Resource Conservation 
Districts, University of 

California Cooperative Extension and non-profits 
are eligible for Climate Smart Agriculture technical 
assistance funds. For every appropriation to Climate 
Smart Agriculture Programs, CDFA makes available 
at least five percent of the funds to technical assistance 
grants through a competitive request for proposals.
Anticipating funding to HSP and SWEEP following 
the Governor’s proposed budget in January, CDFA 
held a proactive solicitation for technical assistance 
in February 2021. The recently enacted California 
state budget for fiscal year 2021-2022 makes a historic 
investment in CDFA’s Climate Smart Agriculture 
incentive programs. HSP has been appropriated 
$50 million and SWEEP has been appropriated $40 
million. The awarded technical assistance providers 
will play a critical role in outreach, project and appli-
cation development and submission, and ongoing 
assistance to awardees as they implement their projects.
Technical assistance efforts will be prioritized to 
farms of less than 500 acres, and at least a quarter 
of the funding will be spent on assistance to Socially 
Disadvantaged Farmers and Ranchers.
“We are thrilled that the Healthy Soils Program and 
State Water Efficiency and Enhancement Program 
have a new infusion of funding,” said CDFA Secre-
tary Karen Ross. “Technical assistance providers will 
be an important resource for farmers and ranchers 
who are interested in applying and participating in 
these programs.”

CDFA Awards $2.7 Million in Technical 
Assistance Funding to Support the
Healthy Soils and State Water Efficiency 
and Enhancement Programs
Press Release Provided by the California Department of Food 
and Agriculture
The California Department of Food and Agriculture 
(CDFA) today announced it has selected thirty-six 
organizations for Climate Smart Agriculture (CSA) 
Technical Assistance (TA) awards, totaling $2.7 
million. With these funds, thirty-one organizations 
will provide technical assistance to the applicants and 
awardees of CDFA’s Healthy Soils Program (HSP) 
and twenty-one will provide assistance to applicants 
and awardees of the State Water Efficiency and 
Enhancement Program (SWEEP).

Neatly-thinned beet shoots (Mabuka / Shutterstock)
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Press Release Provided by California Department of Food and 
Agriculture and California Department of Pesticide Regulation
The state is warning organic farmers against the use 
of pesticides labeled as W.O.W Whack Out Weeds! 
and EcoMight-Pro distributed by EcoMIGHT, as 
lab tests show that these products labeled as organic, 
natural and glyphosate-free do in fact contain poten-
tially hazardous chemicals.
Today, the California Department of Pesticide Regu-
lation (DPR) issued a notice to EcoMIGHT, LLC, 
a Florida-based company, that it may be in violation 
of state law by manufacturing, delivering or selling 
unregistered pesticide products in California. The Cali-
fornia Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) 
issued a Stop Use Notice for organic growers about 
EcoMIGHT products. The United States Environ-
mental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) also notified 
EcoMIGHT that it may be in violation of federal law.
EcoMIGHT currently markets its products as 
"organic," "natural," "glyphosate-free," and "non-toxic 
and safe." However, state laboratory analyses of W.O.W. 
Whack Out Weeds! and EcoMight-Pro products sold 
in California found that the products tested contain 
potentially hazardous chemicals including glyphosate, 
bifenthrin, permethrin, cypermethrin, and carbaryl. 
California registered pesticides that contain these 
chemicals go through scientific review and have specific 
requirements for use and personal protective equipment 
that protect workers, communities and the environ-
ment from harmful pesticide exposure. W.O.W Whack 
Out Weeds! and EcoMight-Pro do not contain these 
safety instructions.
"It is critical that we notify California employers, 
workers and residents, who may be using EcoMIGHT 
products about these safety concerns to prevent poten-
tial injury," said DPR acting director Julie Hender-
son. "This includes ensuring pesticides are properly 
registered and labeled so you know if you are handling 

benign ingredients or need to use 
protective equipment – like gloves, 

goggles or respirators."
The synthetic chemical compounds CDFA labora-
tory analysis found in W.O.W. Whack Out Weeds! 
and EcoMight-Pro products are prohibited for use in 
organic production by the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture’s National Organic Program. Additionally, 
these products pose a public health risk because the 
products were found to contain hazardous chemicals 
not disclosed on their labels.
"It is imperative that we alert California organic growers 
that these EcoMIGHT products contain substances 
that are prohibited in organic production, in order to 
preserve the integrity of the California organic label 
and to protect our growers," said CDFA Secretary 
Karen Ross. DPR and CDFA investigations began 
in San Diego and Ventura Counties in June 2021, 
when local County Agricultural Commissioners 
alerted state agency partners of a potential concern 
with the EcoMIGHT products. CDFA's Sacramento 
lab analyzed samples and DPR, CDFA and addi-
tional state and federal regulators are reviewing the 
lab analyses for potential state and federal violations.
In addition to actions taken by California state agen-
cies, U.S. EPA notified EcoMIGHT that it may be 
in violation of federal law by manufacturing, distrib-
uting or selling unregistered pesticide products. As 
part of its enforcement of the law, U.S. EPA registers 
pesticide products and approves label language before 
a pesticide can be sold or distributed. The agency's 
goal is to provide clear directions for effective product 
performance while minimizing risks to human health 
and the environment.
If you are aware of illegal pesticide use or concerned 
about potential illness from pesticide exposure, please 
report your concerns immediately to 1-87PestLine 
(1-877-378-5463), anonymously report using DPR's 
mobile app CASPIR or reach out directly to your 
County Agricultural Commissioner.

State Warns Organic Farmers to Stop 
Using W.O.W. Whack Out Weeds! and 
EcoMight-Pro Pesticides

ational change in the Central Valley. The funds will 
directly support game-changing programs at local 
schools and non-profit organizations, with a special 
emphasis on health and wellness, community beau-
tification, family support and COVID-19 recovery 
efforts. All applications must be received by August 
31 for priority consideration, but will be reviewed on 
an ongoing basis past the August deadline.
“The Wonderful Community Grants provide teach-
ers and organizations with critical funding to run 
programs in the communities where our employees 
call home,” said Andy Anzaldo, Chief Operating 
Officer, Corporate Social Responsibility at The 
Wonderful Company. “Each year, we are impressed 
with the breadth and quality of grant applications 
we receive, and we look forward to reviewing this 
year’s entries. The Central Valley is the heart of our 
business and the organizations we partner with are 
dedicated to enriching our communities now, and 
for future generations.”
For more information about eligibility requirements 
and to submit an application, please visit Wonder-
fulCommunityGrants.com or email Communi-
tyGrants@Wonderful.com.

The Wonderful Company Announces 
2021 $1 Million Wonderful Community 
Grants Applications Now Live

Press Release Provided by The Wonderful Company
The Wonderful Company announced that its 2021 
$1 million Wonderful Community Grant applica-
tions process is now live, continuing the company’s 
commitment to investing in and collaborating with 
the communities where its employees live and work. 
Over the last six years, The Wonderful Company 
and its owners, philanthropists and entrepreneurs 
Lynda and Stewart Resnick, have provided $4 
million in Wonderful Community Grants directly 
to more than 50 area non-profits and 165 schools 
in the San Joaquin Valley.

Now entering its sixth year, the Wonderful Commu-
nity grants program demonstrates the company’s 
long standing commitment to impacting multigener-

Grants Build on Company’s Com-
mitment to the Health and 
Well-Being of Central Valley Com-
munities, Supports Innovative 
Work at Schools and Non-Profit 
Organizations

average price for each purchase type – negotiated, 
negotiated grid, formula and forward contract. 
Currently, the market speculates whether large 
or small volumes of cattle trade on both sides 
of the price spread. And in fact, with premiums 
and discounts applied to the prices, the spreads 
shown on reports can be wide. Publishing a price 
distribution for all cattle net prices will offer more 
transparency to each of the purchase type catego-
ries. This report is a window into what producers 
are paid for cattle (net) and retains confidential-
ity by segregating volumes purchased in $2.00 
increments +/- the daily weighted average price 
depending upon premiums and discounts. AMS 

Market Reports
Continued from PAGE 15

has published a similar net price distribution report 
for direct hogs since January 2010.

USCA President Brooke Miller issued the follow-
ing statement:
“USCA appreciates the swift review and prompt 
follow-up of USDA Agricultural Marketing Service 
leadership and staff in response to USCA’s letter. 
The publication of this additional market infor-
mation helps to fulfill part of the Biden-Harris 
Administration’s efforts to Promote Competition in the 
American Economy, as outlined in the most recent 
Executive Order.
“USCA looks forward to working with USDA leader-
ship to continue identifying areas where we can work 
towards the goal of fair and competitive markets.”

Herd of grazing cows (True Life Photography / Shutterstock)
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boast” (Ephesians 2:8–9, New International Version).
The Bible is filled with stories of faith; one such 
example is in Hebrews 11. We learn what faith does 
and what faith can do for you. The Bible teaches 
that, “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for 
and assurance about what we do not see.” (Hebrews 
11:1). God’s word also says that “Faith, because, 
without Faith, it is impossible to please Him, for he 
who comes to God must believe that He is, and that 
He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” 
(Hebrews 11:6, King James Version).
In today’s society, we are constantly busy with our 
lives, and with that comes daily struggles. Faith helps 
us overcome our challenges in our everyday lives. It 
is sometimes difficult to maintain faith during hard 
times. These times are exactly the time when faith is 
most needed. Implementing your faith can give you 
peace and bring you some comfort. Knowing what 
faith is, is one thing. Having faith and putting your 
faith to work is another matter. Faith is a great value 
in the hands of those who possess it. “For whatever 
is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the 
victory that has overcome the world—our faith.” 
(John 5:4, New King James Version)
Despite all the research and scientific breakthroughs 
and innovations in technology, farming remains 
largely an act of faith. Jesus was no stranger to farming 
in his day. The Bible stories of gardens and fields, 
farmhands, and harvest time tell us that farming is 
part of God’s country. A farmer, perhaps more than 
most, knows about faith. The farmer’s livelihood 

depends upon a working plan with God. The weather 
with the sun and rain showers working together to 
make the crops grow are the factors of a bountiful 
harvest. “The Lord will send a blessing on your barns 
and on everything you put your hand to. The Lord 
your God will bless you in the land he has giving you.” 
(Deuteronomy 28:8, New International Version).
Here are ten ways your faith throughout your busy 
schedule can provide you with a sense of comfort 
and relief: 
1. Pray Throughout Your Day
Prayer is just one way that you can implement your 
faith silently. Prayer is very important. Prayer is 
communicating with the God that we serve. 
2. Read Your Bible
A way to implement your faith is to know what you 
believe. Reading the Bible is a way to hear from 
God knowing how to live a faith-filled life. The 
Bible teaches us to be honest, to have integrity, treat 
others with love, dignity and, respect, be generous, 
and share our faith. 
3. Read a Devotional
Devotionals are a way to get into reading the Bible, 
but they should never replace the Bible.
4. Listen to Positive and Encouraging Music 
Listen to music that uplifts and encourages its listeners.
5. Continue to be Involved in Your Church
The church is more than a Sunday assembly. Being 
involved in your church’s activities means offering 
your time when needed.

6. Write Your Thoughts Down in a Journal
Be creative in your writings and take pictures. These 
are all great ways to portray memories and moments 
that will last forever.
7. Believe 
Believe that God always has your greatest interest 
at heart. 
8. Share Your Faith
Sharing your faith with others expresses how your 
life is. When you share your faith in both the little 
things as well as the big things in life, happiness shows.
9. Help Someone
Be a good listener. 
10. Be Kind
Show kindness and that you care.
Faith is everywhere if we just believe. The world, with 
an incredible variety of cultures and acts of faith, 
helps us shape our lives. Faith is an expression of our 
love for God and what He brings to us. Our Faith is 
God’s, unending love. God wants to bring love, joy, 
and peace into our lives. Living with faith can simply 
mean having a positive outlook and attitude in your 
life journeys. It’s all yours by faith. And without faith, 
it is impossible to please God, because anyone who 
comes to Him must believe that He exists, and He 
rewards those who earnestly seek Him. The entire 
Christian life is lived out on the foundation of faith, 
and faith is the fuel of the Christian life. 
“For we live by faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7, 
New International Version). We Believe!

A Life of Faith
By Andrea 
Compagnoni Wright 
Faith Contributor, 
Valley Ag Voice

Faith is the foundation 
of how you live. It is a 
personal matter. My 
faith’s journey is a journey 
of blessings of faith-filled 

moments. It is the human element of life. The basis 
of the belief that we have a Creator (God).
Faith is a noun, but in reality, it is a verb because it is a 
call to action. According to the Oxford Dictionary, this 
noun comes from the Old French word feid, meaning 
“faith, belief, trust, confidence, and pledge.” Faith is 
the meaning by which believers come to God and 
put their trust in Him for salvation. Faith, at its core, 
is deep-rooted in the hope of good things to come. 
While much of hope lives in the mind, faith comes 
from the heart and the spirit. It plays a significant role 
in our spiritual growth. Belief and faith are very close 
in meaning. Understanding God’s love and direction 
are the beginnings to lay the foundation of our faith.
 God provides believers with the faith needed to 
believe in Him: “For it is by grace you have been 
saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, 
it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can 
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1 CALIFORNIA’S LARGEST#

VOLUME DEALER
NEW TRUCKS! USED TRUCKS!

3101 PACHECO ROAD • (833) 706-0676 • www.MotorCityGMC.com

  All ad prices exclude government taxes, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing charge. Offer expires  9/30/2021

COMMERCIAL TRUCKS HEAVY DUTY VEHICLES

 
 750

-  

2020 GMC Sierra 1500  - 2D Standard Cab
• Android Auto/Apple Carplay
• 6 Spd Auto, 4WD
• 5.3L V8

SALES PRICE:

$36,995 1 at this net price ID# M581327

2016  Ford F-150 XL
• 6 Spd Auto, RWD
• V6 Ecoboost
• Chrome Appearance Pkg.

SALES PRICE:

$28,990 1 at this net price ID# M578071Z

2021 

• Convenience Pkg.

• Scelzi Contractor Bed
• Crew Cab

SALES PRICE:

$63,013 1 at this net price ID# C21076

2019 Chevrolet Colorado LT - 4D Crew Cab
• RWD, 8 Spd, Auto
• 3.6L V6, Gas
• Rearview Parking Camera
• Apple Carplay/Android Auto

SALES PRICE:

$31,930 1 at this net price ID# M578788 

2021  GMC Sierra 3500

Farm Bureau Member?
Call Us for Special Pricing

(833) 706-0677

• Fleet Convenience Pkg
• Regular Cab

• Scelzi 12’ Flat Bed

 

SALES PRICE:

$45,523 1 at this net price ID# C21089

2021  GMC Sierra 3500 

• 6.6L V8 Gas

• Fleet Convenience Pkg.
• Regular Cab Chassis

AS LOW AS:

$37,063 1 at this net price ID# C21145

Save up to $3,650!
from MSRP

Dealer Retail  Price:
Fleet Discount:
Business Choice:
ABC:
*Needs GMC Fleet Account.
***Must be current ABC Member.

40,713
-$    1,900
-$     
$   1,000

$

NEW  & USED TRUCKS!

- 4D Supercrew
LET MOTOR CITY HAVE A CUSTOM BED 

INSTALLED ON YOUR TRUCK CHASSIS BY 
ANY OF THE FOLLOWING UPFITTERS:

GMC Sierra 3500 SLE

 
750

-  

Dealer Retail  Price:
Fleet Discount:
Business Choice:
ABC:
*Needs GMC Fleet Account.
***Must be current ABC Member.

67,563
-$   2,800
-$    
$   1,000

$

Save up to $4,550!
from MSRP

• Wide Track
• 6.6L V8 Gas

 
750

-  

Dealer Retail  Price:
Fleet Discount:
Business Choice:
ABC:
*Needs GMC Fleet Account.
***Must be current ABC Member.

49,173
-$    1,900
-$    
$   1,000

$

Save up to $3,650!
from MSRP


