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Profiles in Agriculture: The Volkoff Family

construction in southern California. After leaving with Steve Volkoff’s experience with such while in

By Audrey Hill, Feature Contributor, Valley Ag Voice construction to haul hay under his father-in-law when construction, a need could be filled. Equipment was
Volkoff Ag is an agriculture services company based in
Shafter, CA. They provide services that require heavy
machinery and equipment like spraying, topping,
pruning, hedging, and harvesting to a variety of crops
such as tree nuts, citrus, olives, hemp and grapes. The
company was founded by Steve and Leah Volkoff
soon after their marriage in 2010, and both are still
working together to bring these services to farmers in
and around the Central Valley.
Leah Volkoff grew up in Buttonwillow with a strong
understanding of agriculture, as her father farmed
almonds, pistachios, and alfalfa. Steve Volkoff however,
had very little agricultural experience early on. Steve
grew up in Los Angeles and started his carrier in

the financial crisis of 2008 hit, other farmers took
notice of his work ethic, integrity, and passion, so
opportunity flourished. The Volkoffs dove headfirst
into the agriculture industry and learned as much as
they could along the way, eventually landing them the
opportunity to spray and harvest thousands of acres
of pistachios. Steve stated this experience “was the
wherewithal; it was the beginning of what we are now.”

bought, hands were shaken, and business started.

Somewhere along the timeline Steve noticed a need
for education about agriculture and started using the
companies’ social media platforms as avenues for
education. Taking videos from the operator seat on the
machines, posting harvest days and much more caught
the eye of millions of viewers and 8,000 subscribers on
YouTube. After asking around and realizing how few
The Volkoffs bought a small cherry farm close to Leah’s people know about their food and water, Steve says it
home. They worked hard driving trucks and hauling was evident to him that he wanted to “teach people
hay, but eventually were burnt out and looking for more where their food comes from.”
work to start a family. As the tree nut industry in Kern Since then, Volkoff Ag has been providing agricultural The Volkoff Family stop for a photo while camping in Jedediah
County took off, Leah Volkoff took notice of a growing services to farmers along with farming their own Smith Redwoods State Park (Volkoff Family)
need. Tree nuts require more heavy equipment, and cherries, almonds and row crops like carrots and soon
See PROFILES IN AGRICULTURE on PAGE 3

Kern County Fair June Board An Environmental Vision
Meeting Announces Big News
By Scott Hamilton,
President, Hamilton Resource Economics

By Valley Ag Voice Staff
In the June 2021 publication of Valley Ag Voice, it
was stated that the fairgrounds would likely need to
be used as a COVID-19 vaccination clinic during
the proposed fair time, and unfortunately the 2021
Kern County Fair would be cancelled. However, in
a quick June 4th fair board meeting, held via Zoom,
they made a vote to plan otherwise.
Mike Olcott, CEO of the Kern County Fair, stated
that only “recently have we learned that the governor
reportedly plans to completely end the stay-at-home
Bustling concession booths at the 2019 Kern County Fair
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1412 17th Street, Suite 407
Bakersfield, CA 93301
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swaths of natural
lands.

The conversion of row crop land to orchards and
vineyards required nearly double the water use and
resulted in an unsustainable level of groundwater
pumping. That led to the advent of the Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) passed by
the California legislature in 2014. The Act mandates
groundwater sustainability by 2040 for most of
the Valley.

Environmentally, the San Joaquin Valley is very
different from what it was 170 years ago. And during
that time, the Valley landscape has been evolving.
The Valley floor originally consisted of a number
of diverse ecosystems: grasslands, oak woodlands,
alkali desert scrub, wetlands, a number of lakes, and As water district managers scramble to capture every
riparian habitats. The period of the early Mexican last drop of water, the reality has set in that there is
ranchos (1830s-1850s) was an era dominated by cattle simply not enough water available in the Valley to
grazing. By the late 1800s, the Valley was transformed sustain the current level of agricultural production.
into fields of wheat, barley and hay. Beginning in the The Water Blueprint for the San Joaquin Valley
1950s cotton became dominant, and while fruit had (WaterBlueprintCA.com) is working to bring additional
always been present, vineyard and tree crops acreage sources of water into the Valley to sustain communities,
expanded greatly since 1990. As a result, major changes
See ENVIRONMENTAL VISION on PAGE 3
to the valley ecosystems
occurred, particularly
with the construction of
large dams on the eastside
rivers in the mid 1900s.
Before the construction
of those dams, the rivers
expanded and contracted
with the seasons supporting a variety of ephemeral
and unique habitats, hundreds of miles of riparian
habitat and millions of
acres of wetlands. The
development of a vast
water infrastructure has
supported expansive
agricultural and urban
development and caused
the repurposing of large FIGURE 1. Dr Huber’s Core Areas and Connecting Corridors (Conservation Biology Institute, 2020)
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President’s Message
Givers and Takers
By John Moore
President, Kern County
Farm Bureau

that gives, the frequency of the
Taker becomes more and more
prevalent. More often than not, policy decisions are
made on behalf of the Taker and distributed in ways
that end up harming the state’s population. The Takers
are those who have stalled agricultural progress and
contributed to the squeeze on the small to mid-sized
farmer. To be clear, this is to no fault of larger agricultural organizations with ability to scale. Mergers
and consolidations are a byproduct of the very policy
drafted by the Takers who simultaneously claim to
love the small farmer. Takers are overwhelmingly
California state Legislators, State Board Members
(SWRCB, CARB), and lobbyists masquerading as
“justice” groups. Regulatory staffers are then tasked
with unfortunate job of interpreting incoherent and
self-defeating policy prescriptions. Takers weaponize
Disadvantaged Communities and hijack environmental talking points to systematically weaken the State’s
resource economies by allowing the deterioration of
existing water infrastructure, encouraging permitting
impossibilities, and mismanaging resources identified as critical to the region 100 years ago. It’s not
that these Takers do not pseudo-gift. They give but
distribute what is not theirs. Fortunately, the Taker’s
time is temporary.

In Life There Are Givers
By nature, farmers and ranchers are Givers. Farmers
and ranchers start by giving themselves to their soils
or herd to create an immensely important product.
For these stewards, food, fiber, and humility is their
gift to society. They give their working lives to risk
their family’s financial stability and take on the critical role of supporting employees. Farmers directly
provide consumers with product to eat or wear or
to corporate buyers to distribute accordingly. This
gift is really a mutually agreeable exchange based
on yields, and commodity price fluctuations can be
a gift of great reward or can lead to pain that any
farmer worth his or her salt has experienced. This
unwritten contract is what agriculturalists agree to
when they plant a seed or care for an animal. The
gamble may or may not be worth it, but being in a
miraculous growing region like the San Joaquin
Valley certainly helps mitigate some risk. The amount
of pride that coincides with the ability to provide a
The Victors Are Givers
bounty is a gift in itself.
In life, those who give themselves to others, share
In Life There Are Takers
what is theirs, and take what is fair are due to succeed.
And in California, the Taker is on the march. As Examples of generosity happen often and should be
agriculturalists advocate on behalf of an industry highlighted. Recently, thanks to a maverick board
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The United Voice of Kern County’s Farming Community

Executive Director’s
Report

almonds, 10% of its pistachios, and 17% of citrus.

By Romeo Agbalog
Executive Director, Kern
County Farm Bureau
Kern County… the most important county in
the nation. That may sound a little hyperbolic
for some, but for those of us here at home it is not
a stretch of the imagination at all for us to say or
believe that. After all, Kern County is home to two
military defense installations that play a vital role
in our nation’s defense, we are consistently at the
top in terms of production of oil and gas, renewable
energy, and of course agriculture. Suffice to say,
we feed, fuel, and defend the nation.
In fact, according to statistics from our local Kern
Economic Development Corporation, Kern agriculture’s annual output is valued at $7.6 billion. One
in five jobs in Kern is directly related to agriculture:
62,400 in ag production and 5,500 in ag processing,
to be more specific. Kern accounts for 44% of the U.
S. grape supply and approximately 80% of carrots.
On a global scale we produce 16% of the world’s

So why do unelected bureaucrats, regulators,
activists, and even some legislators treat agriculture
so bad? The numbers speak for themselves and
organizations like the Kern County Farm Bureau
will continue to work, with your help, to educate
decision makers about the importance of Kern’s
agriculture to our region, our state, nation, and
even the world. There is a lot at stake here, mankind
has been eating and consuming food and fiber
since the beginning of time, and I do not foresee
those habits changing any time soon. So maybe its
time for decision makers to change, or at least their
perspectives on agriculture, and especially in the
most important county in the nation.

member and great friend to the Bakersfield community,
the Kern County Fair Board decided that rather than
hoard the state’s helicopters of cash, they would give to
their community a long-standing event for families and

friends to celebrate. Our community and our organization is filled with philanthropic spirit. Pushing back
against a Taking mentality is critical to our success,
and that is a cause that all should be happily giving.

Young Farmers & Ranchers

Kern County Fair
Continued from PREVIOUS PAGE

have the fundraiser back. The 6th Annual Farmer’s
By Allie Cushnyr
Market will be held on July 10th, 2021 from 8am to
Chair, Kern County
12pm. It will be located at Farm Credit West (19628
Young Farmers
Industry Pkwy Drive 93308), which is east of Hwy
& Ranchers
99 off Merle Haggard Drive. If you are a farmer and
would like to donate produce, please reach out to us
IT’S BACK!!! The Kern
via the email at the bottom of this article.
County Young Farmers
and Ranchers Annual This year’s proceeds will benefit both the Norris Middle
Charity Farmer’s Market School’s Edible Garden and the Kern County YF&R
has officially returned, and we are thrilled! In 2020, program. This is a unique project because the middle
like many other things, we took the year off from the school already has garden beds, but there are additions
market and gave back in other ways. Now that life is that need to be made and we are looking forward to
getting back to its normal rhythm, we are so happy to helping. Some items on their wish list include a long
skinny shed to house their garden tools and equipment,
worktables, benches, and fruit trees.
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Now, you may be asking yourself, how can I support
the event? A couple of ways include showing up to the
market and making a donation in return for produce.
Our market is unique because there is just a suggested
donation for each item. You choose what produce you
want to take home, and when you are ready to check out,
you choose how much you want to donate. Other ways
to support include making a donation to Kern YF&R
if you cannot make it to the event or becoming an event
sponsor if your business wants to support the cause.

To truly capture the full picture of the ag industry’s
local impact we need to look at industry multipliers.
Did you know that for every one (1) job in ag
production, .92 additional jobs are created? The
multiplier increases to an additional 2.46 jobs
created for every one job in ag processing. And there
is more. For every $1 of income in ag production,
$1.19 is generated in the local economy, and in ag
processing $1.75 is generated for every $1 of income.
All in all, not bad, not bad at all.

order and the current tiers systems, eliminating
states restrictions on business activities including
large gathering events like the fair on or around
June 15.” He then recommended to the board to
follow through with a 2021 fair. Ned Dunphy,
Vice Chairman of the Kern County Fair moved
to approve the suggestion, and a vote by the board
passed 100% in favor of having a 2021 Fair.

do decide to join, then great!). There is no cost for the
meeting, and if you are wondering if a meeting is family
friendly (like bringing your children), just send us an
email and ask! We hope to see you there!
Being a part of the Kern County Young Farmers and
Ranchers comes at no cost, and we welcome everyone
between 18-35 years old. This is a great group to be a
part of to give back to the community, network with
other professionals, and have a good time with friends.
If you would like to jump on our email list to receive
information about upcoming events, please reach out to
us. We are also active on both Facebook and Instagram.

Our next event after the Farmer’s Market is planned to
be a social near the end of July. Be on the lookout via
social media or our emails to get all the details about
the event. We encourage new people to come out if
you are interested in being a part of the Kern County Email: KernYFR@KernCFB.com
YF&R group. We do not require you to be a member Instagram: @Kern YFR
of Farm Bureau to come to our meetings (but if you Facebook: KernYoungFarmersAndRanchers

Shortly after the exciting news was announced,
Chelsey Roberts, Head of Marketing for the Kern
County Fair, announced this year’s theme and
dates. The theme is “The Fun Starts Here.” and
a jingle to match was played for the attendees of
the meeting. The fair will be held on September
22 – October 3, with two days in the middle,
September 28th and 29th, taken to close the fair
for “health and safety cleaning protocols.” Olcott
later states that “We will continue to monitor the
guidelines as they are released from the Governor,
the California Department of Health, the CDC,
and the County of Kern.” No announcement for
any performances, concerts, booths, food vendors
or rides have been made at this time.
After the announcement that we will have a 2021
Kern County Fair was made, John Moore spoke
on behalf of the Kern County Farm Bureau and
many others who missed last year’s fair, stating
that “it”s more and more we see our community
drifting away from agriculture and I think the fair
is a huge component of that, so I just wanted to
thank you for your reconsideration and we look
forward to another great year.”
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Man’s Best Friend…On the
Farm
By Mike McCoy
Executive Director,
Kern County Museum
Anyone who has owned a
country house or lived on
a ranch or farm knows
that the one essential member of the crew is a good
dog. Archaeologists probing around in caves looking
at the remains of early hunters always found the
bones of dogs. And often the dogs are buried with
their masters in a place of honor. Man and dogs have
been partners in hunting and farming for millennia.

“Champion Basquaerie Marsous, Great Pyrénées” (Edwin Megargee)

One rancher joked that when his Border Collie
wasn’t working with the sheep, the dog was helping
his children with their homework. Easy to train and
natural working dogs, the Border Collie was an
Early chronicles of California, during the mission
instant hit in the west. Often Border Collies took the
and rancho eras, always mention dogs in their tales
top prizes in herding trials and were much coveted
of daily life. These mixed breed curs had been part
for their tenacity and loyalty.
of Spanish armies often going into battle with the
conquistadors wearing spiked collars. They easily A new dog breed for the west began to pop up about
adapted into the role of guard dogs at the missions, 20 years ago to keep watch over sheep. The Great
and some of the larger missions like Santa Barbara Pyrénées was an ancient breed that originated in
assigned a kennel attendant to feed, train and doctor France and also known as the Chien de Montagne des
the small posse of hounds. When the Spanish worked Pyrénées. Twice the size of a border collie or heeler,
cattle, they also sometimes enlisted the help of dogs these great white beasts can weigh as much as 165
to round up and corral the wild Mexican longhorns. pounds. Legend has that these big dogs originated
with Roman legions and were used as battle dogs.
Another vivid image of the California west was the
lone Basque shepherd moving his herd of sheep Great Pyrénées were used by Basque shepherds for
through the Sierras with his dog as a working partner. millennia with their thick leather collars studded
The dogs would often bed down at night with the with nails. With the eradication of bears and wolves
flock and fend off attacks from coyotes and cougars. in the French and Spanish mountains, the breed
These dogs were often mongrels and selected for almost disappeared. The pups that were smuggled
into Britain at the beginning of the 20th century
their size and ability to endure hardships.
became popular as pets and a recognized breed
With the 20th century and improvements in
with dog fanciers.
transportation, also came more options for dog
breeds for farms and ranches. Soon, western sheep Great Pyrénées finally came to America in the 1940s
and cattlemen recognized the value of the Border but as a pet. Show judges were reminded that the big
Collie and then later the Australian cattledog or heavy specimens were not good representatives of
Queensland Heeler. These working breeds were the breed. The true Great Pyrénées was lean, had a
bright, loyal and bred to work cattle and sheep. They tough water-resistant coat and was built for herding.
were smaller than the old Spanish curs but just as With a new interest in gourmet cheese and lamb as
tough in a battle with a coyote or bobcat.
a lean meat, California farms and ranches are home

to the Great Pyrénées where they can be seen in
their old role as protector. Wearing the traditional
studded leather collar, they bed down with the sheep
and are on instant alert at the intrusion of a predator.
I was on a farm recently in Northern California and
saw a big white dog moving with the sheep. “He has
a job to do,” said the young farmer. “He isn’t a pet
and I have to keep reminding my children to let him
do his job. He isn’t the friendly type.”

Our California farms and ranches will always have
a cat or two in the barn and a dog in the bed of the
pickup. That is the natural order of things and makes
life richer for the dog and the farmer as it has for
Border Collie in the bed of a pickup truck (Sandy Sharkey Photography) thousands of years.

Environmental Vision
Continued from PAGE 1

agriculture and the environment, but the new sources
of water will not be cheap, and land conversion will be
needed to increase the capacity to recharge aquifers.
It is inevitable that some agricultural land will come
out of production. How much is not yet clear, but the
number will certainly be in the tens of thousands, and
maybe hundreds of thousands of acres.
A number of efforts are underway to facilitate that
process and minimize the ensuing hardship, primarily
by buying land at fair market value from willing sellers.
But then what will happen to that land? SGMA
necessarily will create a major transition in the Valley.
Within that transition is an opportunity.

3
While individual restoration projects can provide
targeted benefits, ecologists also see the need for
connectivity–core areas of different habitat types
and establishment of corridors that connect them to
preserve species and their genetic diversity. Dr Patrick
Huber, at UC Davis, started his work on this over a
decade ago (Figure 1). If the ultimate plan calls for
core areas and connecting corridors, what should
these areas be restored to? Frequently the easiest
path to restoration is reversion to an historical state:
the system of grasslands, woodlands, wetlands and
other ecosystems that existed historically on the Valley
Floor (Figure 2). Agreement is needed on how these
fundamental concepts can be used to prevent what
otherwise might be haphazard land retirement and
instead develop a plan with real environmental benefits.

The Valley is likely going through its biggest change
Without some organized plan, land fallowing that
in 60 years. Land repurposing is inevitable, but by
occurs randomly could result in increased dust,
drawing on a wealth of ecological expertise and
weeds and pests with little ecological benefit. But with
demanding sensible use of resources, the vision
thoughtful planning and the right structure, it is possible
of a Valley that is biologically diverse, while still
to develop an environmental vision for the Valley–one
maintaining a strong economy and communities is
that restores lost ecosystems, adds biodiversity and
worth working for.
makes the Valley a better place for animals and
people alike. A number of organizations have been The author can be reached at Scott@ResourceEconomics.net
giving thought to that
vision. Among them are
the Central Valley Joint
Venture, the San Joaquin
Valley Greenprint, the
Central Valley Landscape
Conservation Project, and
the Endangered Species
Recovery Program
at CSU Stanislaus.
Regionally, the Tulare
Lake Watershed Partnership is doing impressive
work, River Partners is
working on floodplain
restoration in the northern Valley and the Nature
Conservancy is working
on a number of projects
including recovery of
upland species.
FIGURE 2. San Joaquin Valley Pre-1900 Historic Vegetation Base Map (DataBasin.org/Maps)

Profiles in Agriculture
“I’ve learned that you have to find things and stay busy
as agriculture is so challenging and everchanging,”
says Steve. COVID-19 and low almond prices are
slowing business, however the Volkoffs stay positive
and stay busy. Their two daughters, Phoebe and
Delilah are excited to be able to swim on their schools’
team again, and their son Abraham is learning to

swim beside them. Leah is currently training for
an Ironman, and Steve comments that “somehow
through all the hectic craziness my gem of a wife is
still finding time to run, cycle and swim.” When they
can find the time away from the farms, the Volkoff’s
love the beach and camping. Leah and Steve also
love diving, and when an opportunity presents itself,
traveling too. Steve Volkoff states that his purpose
is “to be able to give back the blessings I have been
bestowed,” and he works tirelessly at it. The family
continues to live by the morals and work ethic that
afforded them their land and give back to others the
fruits of their labor tenfold.

Volkoff Ag topper and hedger machine, nicknamed “The Death
Machine” performing a mechanical form of pruning called topping
to young almond trees in Delano (Volkoff Ag)

Prepping for young hemp plants by mulching and making
planter beds in Wasco. This process is similar to preparing for
tomatoes. (Volkoff Ag)

Continued from PAGE 1

hemp. They also recently started manufacturing
trailers and truck beds in the spare time they can find.

OUR TWO CENTS
PODCAST

Providing you wisdom and actionable advice
about Finance, Investing, Real Estate, Income
Taxes, Insurance, and the Law. Featuring local
business and community leaders discussing
relevant topics that matter to you.

OurTwoCentsPodcast.com
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California Water Management Problem
Class I allocations, and 0% of Class 2 supplies, which is
equivalent to about 6 % of their total contract supply..
Class 1 and Class 2 contracts were originally designed
based on the contractor’s access to groundwater.
By design, Class 1 contracts have limited access to
groundwater (they are also generally older contracts
with more senior water rights). Class 2 contracts
have better access to groundwater, which also means
they have the ability (generally) for groundwater
recharge. So, when Class 2 contractors do not get any
water during wet years, there is no ability to capture
that water for the groundwater recharge that is so
desperately needed.

Jason Phillips, CEO of Friant Water Athuority

By Jenifer VanAlstein, Feature Contributor,
Valley Ag Voice
California is in yet another tough water year. It seems
as though we are always in a tough water year, even
during wet years. That’s because California does not
have a water problem… what California has is a water
management problem, which is the result of decades
of laws, regulations, and decisions that have flipped
common sense priorities on its head.
Water contractors want water, of course. But equally
important, they want certainty. Decades ago, California farmers did what needed to be done to give
themselves certainty. After millions of acres of rich
agricultural land has been developed, the need for
water has increased. Yet, for decades, leaders have
been kicking the can down the road, until we find
ourselves in the predicament we’re in now.
Water allocations have been released. The State
contractors received a 0% allocation but still must
pay for 100% regardless of what they actually receive.
Some federal contractors are also at 0%, while those
in the Friant Division, are slated to get 20% of their

But even that Class 1 allocation is not a guarantee.
The instability in the Delta and Sacramento Valley
will ultimately determine the actual amount of water
that will be made available to the Friant Division
Contractors. The myriad of water agencies had a plan
going into May of this year, but then the reservoir
inflow forecast changed drastically. We are losing
snowpack near Sacramento to evaporation, meaning it
is not running off into the rivers. Currently, the Friant
Water Authority is working with the various agencies
and interests for in an attempt to find some creative
solutions that will allow more water to remain on the
eastside the San Joaquin Valley. But, the problem is
much more than cold water preservation in Shasta
reservoir, or salinity levels in the Delta. If the San
Joaquin River Exchange Contractors, near the Los
Banos area, are not able to get their water deliveries
from the Delta, then they will be able to get water
from water stored behind Friant Dam, on the San
Joaquin River. That is the same source of water
that the Friant Division relies on to provide their
supply. Also referred to as a “call on Friant water,”
it is a circumstance that is so rare, that in the history
of the Exchange Contract, it had never happened

THE GOVERNMENT
AFFAIRS EXPERTS.
We specialize in helping our clients
cut through the red tape of government!

Land Use Consulting
Government Relations & Public Affairs
We will help you with all of your Government Affairs needs.
From violation notices to advocating on issues
that impact your business.

Consulting-CommonSense.com • 661.203.1838

until 2014 and 2015. . When this happens, it creates
a devastating ripple effect throughout the Valley,
as it not only disrupts the farm economy, but also it
has a terrible impact on the groundwater wells that
supply drinking water for dozens of communities
on the eastside.
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abundance, followed by years of scarcity. Not beng
prepared to deal with that historic reality is man’s
fault, not mother nature’s.
Times of crises reveal the real problems. The historical
drought of 2014-2015 caused many farmers and
communities to realize that they could no longer even
rely on groundwater. California voters approved a
bond in 2014 to increase water storage. To date, no
projects have been started to increase water storage.
And in 2017, the Friant Water Authority discovered
a major conveyance capacity issue affecting the
Friant Kern Canal. The reliance on groundwater
caused significance subsidence under the canal. This
“pinchpoint” made it impossible to use the canal at
100% capacity; the canal was designed to convey
4,000 cubic feet per second (cfs), but is now only able
to convey 1600 cfs, and dropping. A bond was put on
the ballot in 2018 which would have provided $750
million for a fix to the conveyance system. That bond
(the second water bond of 2018) failed by 1%. Our
biggest issue is moving water. Yes, we need storage, but
more importantly, we need to be able to move water
to and from storage.

This new reality, which is not JUST because of dry
conditions, is adding significant pressure on the system,
specifically for those farmers who have permanent
crops. You cannot just not water your almond trees or
citrus trees on years you don’t get water; as opposed
to row crops, which have more flexibility because
of the nature of the crop. Groundwater pumping,
where it’s available, is limited under the Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act (SGMA). Many
contractors try to buy water from other contractors,
particularly in the Northern Sacramento River area.
The problem this year is there is no way to move or
transfer that water. As much as a half of a million-acre
feet of water has been paid for with no way to move
that water in the summer. This includes water transfers
The good news is that after 4 years of engineering,
purchased by cities and municipalities.
permitting, and securing partnerships with state,
To reiterate, we do not have a water problem,
federal, and local leaders, something is being done.
we have a water management problem in this state.
Later this year, the Friant Water Authority will be
California has always had, and will always have,
breaking ground on the Friant Kern Canal Middle
dry years. And our farming forefathers built one of
Reach Capacity Correction Project, which when
the largest water systems in the world to solve the
completed, will correct the capacity woes that are
issue. The groundwater and land subsidence crisis in
plaguing the system, so that the Friant Contractors
California is primarily the result of more and more
can once again rely on whatever allocation they
surface water being taken away from the Valley
are provided Despite the hurdles, the roadblocks,
through laws and regulations, and the lowering of
and the politics, something is being done to help
groundwater is a symptom of that disease. SGMA is
move water (that has already been paid for) to Kern
treating a symptom, but it is not curing the disease.
County farmers.
The solution is more groundwater storage, more
conveyance systems, and a regulatory environment This article was written based off an interview with Jason
that actually acknowledges the simple and historic Phillips, CEO of the Friant Water Authority, but the opinions
fact that California’s hydrology is famous for years of expressed in the article are the opinions of Jenifer VanAlstein.

Statement From Friant Water Authority
it could reduce
on 2021 Drought Operations Additionally,
the cold-water pool behind

Reprinted with Permission from Friant Water Authority

Recent actions by the State Water Resources Control
Board, Bureau of Reclamation, and California Department of Water Resources to adjust operations
for the historic low water available in the Central
Valley – including approval of the Temporary Urgency
Change Permit, the Shasta Temperature Management
Plan, and the Drought Operations Plan – are all critical
in establishing an updated operations plan for 2021
to best meet multiple beneficial uses in the Central
Valley and throughout California. Although the
Friant Water Authority team is still evaluating certain
details, the actions and decisions this week appear to
be consistent with the recent operations plans and
assumptions that we have discussed with Federal and
State partners and other water agencies, which will
preserve the current limited Class 1 allocation and
prevent the potentially disastrous action of releasing
water from Friant Dam this summer to meet the
Exchange Contract requirements.

Friant Dam through the fall months, increasing
temperature-dependent mortality of the spawning
population of Spring-run chinook salmon that was
established by the San Joaquin River Restoration
Settlement and Program.

It is important to recognize that the dry hydrologic
conditions this year puts us in unprecedented territory,
particularly in Northern California, which adds to the
uncertainty of water availability forecasts and could
mean this estimated outlook for water supply could still
change as the year progresses. As such, Friant Water
Authority will continue working with our California
water community to reduce the risk of further impacts
to the Friant Division’s water supply this year, and we
are grateful for the close coordination occurring that
facilitates a shared, transparent vision for weathering
the hydrologic challenges of 2021.

Especially in a year such as this, any further reductions
in the Friant Division’s water allocation will worsen
the drought’s effects in the San Joaquin Valley by
reducing the amount of surface water delivered for
irrigation and groundwater recharge. The Friant
service area includes more than 55 disadvantaged or
severely disadvantaged communities that are almost
entirely reliant on groundwater wells for their supplies. (Richard Thornton / Shutterstock.com)
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someone else is probably
missing it–I better keep it.

(Photography-by-Stretch / Shutterstock.com)

The Cattleman’s Corner

One Man’s Trash
By Austin Snedden
Ranching Contributor,
Valley Ag Voice
My grandfather would
say in reference to
the challenging short
grass country that our
family runs cattle, “If this
country was any better, someone else would own it.”
Making a go on land that others had homesteaded
and moved on comes with a sense of pride that money
can’t buy. Just like the old colloquialism “one man’s
trash is another man’s treasure.”

Sometimes the master
level scavenger/trader
gets lost in the thrill of the
deal. “Look, I traded my
hay broker an old pickup
truck and a six pack for
this herd of cows. Sure,
they chase me over the
fence and cost me five
hundred dollars a day
to feed, but look at that
herd. My hay broker
sure is dense; I bet that
old truck is only worth a
couple thousand.”
The litmus for identifying who is master level scavenger/trader is to ask them how they acquired said
item. “Hey Earl, where did you get that tractor?” and
Earl responds, “Well, you see, I had this old goat…”
For the master level scavenger/trader, the only thing
more enjoyable than the deal is the tale of how the
deal went down, and how many times they traded
up to get to the tractor. The tale of the trade may
be longer in duration than the trade itself–similar to
that of a hunting story. I recently asked my buddy
how his three day hunting trip went; after 4 days of
listening to his story, we were just getting to the part
about the wind speed and the sun in his eyes.
If you promptly regret asking how someone got
something when they start explaining, you are
probably dealing with a master level scavenger/
trader. For some of these folks, the less others want
it, the more attractive it is.

“You see, there was this single wide mobile home that
lost an axle on the highway. Real good shape, but no
one came back for it. Had a litter of stray cats in the
living room, a dead skunk in the attic, and a wasps
nest in the wall, but they were just keeping critters and
thieves out. Only cost me four thousand to get a guy
to haul it out to my place.” Earl wouldn’t have paid
two thousand for that trailer if it was “for sale” and
included delivery, but a master level scavenger/trader
The master level scavenger/trader doesn’t steal–that never lets a bad deal stand in the way of a good find.
is for beginners. The thief is sneaky when no one is I think there may be more scavenger/traders in the
looking, but the master level scavenger/trader wants cattle business than other fields, maybe because
to experience the look of despair and loss in your eyes we are often having to improvise with whatever
as they tell you how they will repurpose something is available or maybe because the business can be
you were discarding.
pretty dang tough and another man’s trash really is
I think it goes beyond people having different tastes
and one person liking something another person
might not care for. Many folks enjoy finding value
in something someone else didn’t, purely because
they feel they got the upper hand. Though many
have this characteristic, and some folks do it out of
necessity, only a few will cross over into master level
scavenger/trader on a voluntary basis.

I don’t have the full blown syndrome, but I dabble in
it. Yes, that broken jawed crescent wrench I picked
up on the side of the road is just like the one I threw
in the scrap pile last week, but this one I found and

still useful. Someone asked me, “How did a not so
bright cowboy from the hills get the paper to print
their column?” And I answered them, “Well, you
see, I had this old goat…”
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Senate Bill 419 Puts Central Valley
Workers Out of Work
gas workers
in the area.
We’re his customer base. In the Central Valley, we
By Robert Acosta
produce more than 80 percent of California’s oil
PCL Construction
and gas. While this legislation was introduced under
the guise of safety, it fails to consider that the oil and
California’s Central gas industry is already one of the safest industries in
Valley has some of the California and the nation.
highest unemployment
rates in the state and it’s California’s oil and gas workers have impressive
the reason Governor Newsom said in his first State safety records and many of them have worked in
of the State Address in 2019 that he was committed the industry for decades while maintaining safety
to unlocking the enormous potential of the Valley. as a top priority. California has one of the most
Coming out of the pandemic, the Central Valley stringent regulations in the world having more
is working hard to get back on its feet and we’re than 25 federal, state and local agencies overseeing
encouraged that the State Legislature recently oil and gas production. In 2019, safety data shows
passed a host of bills to protect workers from facing that California’s oil and gas industry kept the Total
unemployment amid the pandemic. Yet it’s baffling Recordable Incident Rate, a measure of occupational
that a legislator would introduce Senate Bill 419 safety and health that compares working conditions in
authored by Senator Stern of Los Angeles – a bill workplaces and industries, at an impressive low – even
that puts Central Valley workers in the state’s oil and more so when compared to similar industries.
gas industry out of work in the most disadvantaged Working under strict government regulation and
region of the state.
top-notch industry standards established by the

The Central Valley has thousands of
workers who have amassed roughly 12
million hours of work experience, education and training in their professions
who will be put out of work if Senate Bill
419 becomes law.
Senate Bill 419 displaces thousands of Central Valley
workers and fails to take in account the years of
job training, education, and experience that many
hard-working Central Valley oil and gas employees
have gained throughout their careers – deeming
them unqualified for jobs that they’ve been doing
safely for decades.
California’s oil and gas industry supports millions
of jobs in the Central Valley – with 1 in 7 workers
in Kern County working in a job connected to the
oil and gas industry. And that number doesn’t even
consider surrounding businesses that benefit from this
economic activity. For example, a local restaurant
owner recently shared that his restaurant could
face dire consequences if there is a drop in oil and

Building Industry Association of California, I have
worked for 15 years in the oil and gas industry where
safety is paramount and I’m just one example. The
Central Valley has thousands of workers who have
amassed roughly 12 million hours of work experience,
education and training in their professions who will
be put out of work if Senate Bill 419 becomes law.
It’s why we’re calling on Senator Stern and our
state leaders to look beyond Los Angeles and
consider the impacts this bill will have on Central
Valley workers – single moms, second chancers,
immigrants, veterans, and hard-working families.
Jobs security is critical and we need our state
leaders in Sacramento to consider the damaging
consequences that Senate Bill 419 will have on
California’s struggling Central Valley.

Robert Acosta is a Central Valley resident and has worked
at PCL Industrial Services as a Gas Foreman for more than
five years, with more than 15 years of experience in the Oil
and Gas Industry. PCL Industrial Services is a member of
Associated Builders and Contractors of California.
To support us, please visit ProtectCentralValleyJobs.com
to get involved.
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Indoor Cannabis Production a Growing Trend Throughout Central
Valley
By Geoffrey Taylor, MA
Hemp Contributor,
Valley Ag Voice
Up and down the Central
Valley, indoor cannabis
cultivation is reigning
supreme in producing top tier product for California’s
booming legal cannabis industry. Cities throughout
the San Joaquin Valley from Sacramento to Arvin
are allowing licensed operators to build out highly
sophisticated horticultural operations in industrial and
commercial zones throughout the region. Two Tulare
County cities, Farmersville and Lindsay, are joining
cities like Arvin and Coalinga as economic hot spots
for a rapidly expanding segment of the industry that
demands premium indoor cannabis flower.
“It’s absolutely the natural choice for many growers
because climate or setting doesn’t allow for other
methods of growing, but it’s also the preferred method
for those seeking to have the highest amount of
environmental control throughout the production
process,” said Travis Copeland, Owner of Unico Ag
LLC, and operator of a licensed indoor cultivation
facility in Southern California. “If you’re growing for
the cannabis connoisseur marketplace, you’re growing
indoor flower in highly controlled environments that
ensure the highest possible quality, highest potential
cannabinoid spectrum and highest potential pricing
in the marketplace.”
In California’s highly regulated legal cannabis
marketplace, all cannabis cultivation is overseen by
California Department of Food and Agriculture, or
CDFA’s CalCannabis program, and all aspects of
cultivation fall directly under this jurisdiction. However,

growers statewide are also subject to a variety of other
agencies including the Bureau of Cannabis Control,
Department of Pesticide Regulation, water agencies,
local agencies and other entities that may be directly
tied to the grower’s location and environment.

Needless to say, the layers of regulation can be
daunting to many cannabis producers, regardless
of their preferred grow method, but aren’t difficult
enough to deter eager investors and skilled growers
alike from producing the world’s finest cannabis right
here in the Golden State. Much of this premium grade
indoor grown cannabis flower comes directly from
warehouses and grow facilities dotting the urban and
suburban landscapes of our state.
Many growers utilize different methods but have many
commonalities in the basic equipment needs of their
operations including indoor grow lights, ventilation,
CO2, and other components essential to creating the
preferred production environment for the grower and
the cultivars to be produced within the environment.
While some indoor growers still opt to use soil in their
commercial applications, most indoor growers have
adopted hydroponic growing applications as their
preferred method of production indoors. In addition
to this, indoor cannabis production traditionally has
substantially lower yields than outdoor or greenhouse
production, it does produce a higher quality and more
in-demand product that demands a much higher
wholesale price than sungrown or greenhouse flower.
“The quality, purity, environmental control, all of it
comes as a direct result of the grower having immense
control over every part of the growing cycle. It’s equal
parts science and art in many cases because you can
get all the plant science and nutrients and everything
correct, but it takes soul for the indoor grower to
produce what they produce,“ said Brett Hitchcock, a
representative of cannabis brands Stick-e-Vape, a Los

Farm, Ranch and Transitional Use Properties

FARMLAND PRICED REDUCED $17,000±/AC
20± acres, Kern Delta Water Dist, Kern Island Utility water,
south Bakersfield
ALMONDS
$22,500±/AC
78.83± acres, Wasco Area, Semi-Tropic WSD Contract water,
1 well, Productive soils, and almonds in full production.
LAND
$2,500±/AC
80± acres, poss bee-keeping, dry farming, mitigation, open
space, recreation, or solar Buttonwillow Area, near Nwy 5
ALMONDS AND OPEN GROUND
$27,289±/AC
111.42± ac, 1 well, 1 domestic well and 3.14 AF Wheeler Ridge
Maricopa WSD contract water, Grade 1 Excellent Soils
FARMLAND
$13,000±/AC
156.96± acres, Wasco Area, Semi-Tropic WSD non-contract
water, 1 well, Productive soils, and Perfect for permanent crops.
LAND OPPORTUNITY
$16,635±/AC
150.29± acres, close to PGE sub-station, natural gas main

line, high transmission power lines traverse the site.
Buttonwillow, CA
PRICED REDUCED $2,250±/AC
DRYLAND
160 acres, mostly grade 1 soils, Near Valley Acres
ALMONDS & PISTACHIOS
$23,951±/AC
205.21± ac, Semi-Tropic WSD & well water, good soils,
strong yields, Shafter Area.
ALMONDS
$15,250±/AC
959.54± ac, wells and Semi-Tropic WSD non contact service, Productive soils
ALMONDS AND FARMLAND
$21,790±/AC
995.11± acres, Wasco Area, Semi-Tropic WSD Contract
and non-contract water, 5 wells, Productive Soils, and
Almonds in full production.

This state-licensed indoor cannabis cultivation facility utilizes
energy efficiency LED lighting and produces plants in soil as a
growing medium (Unico Ag LLC)

Angeles based cannabis brand, and Tradecraft Farms,
a Los Angeles-based indoor cultivation company. “You
see it reflected in the products, in the complexity of
the flower structure, the aroma and the flavor of the
finished flower. Growers using indoor methods are
creating nature in such a way that it allows their plants
the ideal conditions to produce the ideal harvest.”

Facilities such as this licensed indoor cultivation operation located
in Southern California are industry standard, producing premium
grade cannabis flower for both the medical and recreational
marketplaces (Unico Ag LLC)

only way to achieve those goals,” said Copeland. “For
some smaller growers, the upfront costs of building
and operating a legally compliant indoor cannabis
production facility are cost-prohibitive but for those
seeking to enter the marketplace with a premium,
high end product, there is no other way than to enter
One local example of a state-licensed and regulated the indoor cannabis production market.”
indoor cultivation operation is 420 Kingdom in the As the City of Bakersfield and County of Kern lag
city of Arvin. The company operates tens of thousands behind their peers across the valley in allowing for
of square feet of indoor cultivation space and utilizes regulated and taxed commercial cannabis activity,
an aeroponic method of growing to ensure premium the opportunity to harness this new green economy
quality and build strong and healthy root structures and to use indoor cannabis production as an ecoin the plants they produce. The operation’s in-house nomic tool in our region is immense. With a highly
Raven brand cannabis regularly tests above 30 percent qualified agricultural workforce, ample industrial
cannabinoids and has a broad spectrum of terpenes and commercial real estate and the opportunity to
reflective of higher quality indoor cannabis flower. generate valuable state and local tax revenue from
“For growers who want to produce the finest possible cannabis industry operators, indoor cultivation is
product with the utmost environmental control and proving to be a valuable tool for economic growth
attention to detail, indoor cannabis cultivation is the in communities across the valley.

DAILY AG NEWS
Rewind 98.1 FM is your source for Daily AG news!
From 4am-6am you can listen to daily Market report updates
from our “Market Line” and the award-winning
“Line on Agriculture report”. Rick Worthington can catch you up
on daily Cattle and Dairy info with the “Farm & Ranch report”.

WINE GRAPES
$14,796±/AC
1022.97± acres, Kern and Tulare County, Kern portion
Semi-Tropic WSD non-contract water, 7 Wells, Productive
Soils, and Producing Wine Grapes.

When it is time to sell your farm there is only 1 decision!
Pearson Realty a Tradition in Trust Since 1919

CalBRE Lic.#000020875

ROBB M. STEWART, AFM
rstewart@pearsonrealty.com
661.303.2930

4900 California Ave 210B,
Bakersfield, CA 93309

www.pearsonrealty.com

KAMERON M. STEWART
kstewart@pearsonrealty.com
661.809.1817

Join us Monday-Friday 4am-6am for the valley’s largest
AG radio programs only on Rewind 98.1 FM
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State Releases its First Reviews
of Local SGMA Plans

The department said it has notified two other

By Christine Souza,
groundwater agencies that their plans lack specific
Assistant Editor, Ag Alert details and are not yet approved: the Cuyama Valley

Basin, which serves parts of Kern, San Luis Obispo,
Reprinted with Permission
Santa Barbara and Ventura counties, and the Paso
from California Farm Bureau
Robles Subbasin in San Luis Obispo County. DWR
Federation
said it will request consultation meetings with the
Against the backdrop of local agencies to discuss actions necessary to improve
what’s shaping up as a devastating drought year, the plans.
the California Department of Water Resources
has released its first assessments of groundwater DWR said it intends to release plan assessments as
sustainability plans developed by local agencies to they are completed, rather than waiting until the
meet the requirements of the Sustainable Groundwater end of the two-year review period in January 2022,
so it may provide “early feedback and guidance that
Management Act.
can inform other GSAs as they develop their plans.”
The department released reviews of four local plans,
approving two but sending the other two back to Craig Altare, manager of the DWR review program
local groundwater sustainability agencies, saying for groundwater plans, said the reviews can have three
potential results: approved plans that comply with the
the plans need more work.
law and demonstrate a clear path to sustainability;
Under SGMA, the local groundwater sustainability incomplete plans that need more information and
agencies must develop plans to guide management where agencies have up to 180 days to address
of groundwater in basins and subbasins statewide. deficiencies; and inadequate plans, which may be
This first round of assessments pertains to agencies referred to the State Water Resources Control Board
overseeing critically overdrafted basins and that were for intervention.
required to submit plans by Jan. 31.
Specific to the drought, Springhorn cited Gov. Gavin
DWR reported that more than 260 groundwater Newsom’s April 21 drought executive order that
sustainability agencies have formed. Almost 50 plans assigned DWR to develop groundwater managehave been developed and are being implemented for ment principles and strategies related to analyzing,
the critically overdrafted basins.
monitoring and minimizing impacts to drinking
Local agencies of medium- and high-priority basins water wells.
are working on another 70 to 90 plans, due to the
“DWR in coordination with the state water board
agency for review by Jan. 1.
will be launching this effort to develop these principles
The law aims to achieve groundwater sustainability and strategies with the input from the groundwater
within 20 years.
community, interested parties and the public,”
“We’ve got years of work ahead of us in basins across Springhorn said. “It is important that these principles
the state that have varying states of sustainability, so and strategies provide tools for addressing the real
we look forward to getting sustainable groundwater challenges we face when it comes to safeguarding
management in place across California in a way that drinking water for all Californians.”

Improve nitrogen
metabolism during
hull-split.

With a focus on abiotic stress,
diKaP™ (0-31-50) improves nitrogen
metabolism that can lead to reduced
incidence of hull rot.

is the most successful and has the least impactful At the same time, he said, DWR recognizes the need
outcome to California agriculture,” California Farm to manage water resources strategically in average
Bureau Senior Counsel Chris Scheuring said.
and wet years when excess surface water is available,
Steven Springhorn, DWR acting deputy director of “to maximize recharge and take advantage of the
statewide groundwater management, said the first significant storage capacity of our groundwater basins
four assessments were released ahead of schedule. for long-term and future use.”
He called the release of the initial assessments by DWR has scheduled a webinar for June 24 to disDWR “a major milestone in our collective work cuss the first round of groundwater sustainability
implementing SGMA.”
plan assessments. Registration for the session and
DWR said it had approved plans for the Santa Cruz additional information about SGMA may be found
Mid-County Basin in Santa Cruz County and at Water.CA.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Man180/400 Foot Aquifer Subbasin in Monterey County. agement/SGMA-Groundwater-Management/
Groundwater-Sustainability-Plans.
(NetVideo / Shutterstock.com)
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Produce Shippers Deal with Pallet Shortage

Valley Pallet employees move freshly repaired pallets for shipment in Sacramento. Agricultural groups are sounding the alarm about a pallet
shortage, which one pallet company attributes to a lack of lumber for new pallets and rising demand for recycled pallets. (Kevin Hecteman)

It’s the latest shortage confronting farmers who have
also seen shortages of qualified employees, water
Reprinted with Permission from California Farm Bureau Federation and other supplies and services needed to grow and
transport crops.
Consider the humble pallet: It’s an unglamorous but
crucial part of the food supply chain, the platform “I know that the shippers and growers are paying
upon which agricultural commodities ride as they more attention to their pallet availability,” said Chris
travel from farm to packinghouse to grocery store Christian, senior vice president of the California
and points between. And these days, there aren’t Strawberry Commission, “whereas that might not
nearly enough of them to go around.
have been something that they were keeping an eye

By Kevin Hecteman, Assistant Editor, Ag Alert

FOR SALE

I-5 CHERRIES

BAKERSFIELD, CA

LAND
ADVISORY
GROUP

PROPERTY FEATURES
Address:

10544 Copus Road, Bakersfield, CA

Acreage:

±69 Acres
•

Water:

•
•

Asking Price:

Arvin Edison surface water, and deep well
ground water.
Planted 2006, root stock Colt, Spacing
18x16.
Orchard has double line drip irrigation and
over head sprinkler.

Call Broker for Details

Kevin Palla, AFM • 661.333.1000
kevin.palla@paccra.com • Associate Director
Land Advisory Group • Lic. 01514403
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“the price of lumber just really skyrocketed,” she
said. “It’s up, I think, about 400% year over year.”

on on a daily basis. It’s just been more about, how With the rise in lumber prices, Snowden said, cusare they managing the pallet availability for their tomers have switched from new pallets to recycled
pallets, which she said “certainly put a squeeze on the
operations?”
recycled-pallet market”—and caused her company
The commission was one of more than a dozen
to run low.
agricultural groups in the U.S. and Canada that
“We’re producing as much as we can possibly
sent a letter in mid-May, explaining the problem.
produce every day, and we’re selling that,” she said.
“Part of that is to make sure that our customer partners
“We’re getting a lot of calls from a lot of agricultural
in the supply chain are aware of the shortages and
customers, especially in the Salinas Valley, right down
the impact on the produce industry and supply of
into Santa Maria and Oxnard.”
produce,” Christian said.
Christian said the pallet shortage affects different
Brent McClendon, president and chief executive of the
farmers in different ways. Though there have been
National Wooden Pallet and Container Association,
some harvesting disruptions, she said she has not seen
said his industry “is one of many working to adapt to
anything “that’s significantly affected shipment.”
unprecedented shifts brought on by the pandemic.”
Strawberries have reached peak season, she said,
“We understand U.S. sawmills are working hard
“and the cost and availability of pallets is yet another
to increase capacity and meet strong consumer
significant increase in production and supply costs that
demand,” McClendon said in a statement, adding
has really hit our industry, as well as other industries,
that the association “continues to participate in
this year.”
various coalitions to support policy issues that can
Pallet manufacturer Snowden said lack of skilled
alleviate these recent challenges.”
The soaring price of lumber is one of the prime drivers employees represents another limiting factor. She said
of the pallet supply crunch, said Lindsey Snowden, her company has had problems “getting enough people
into our manufacturing facilities to keep up with
general manager of Valley Pallet in Salinas.
demand. We’re really stretched for labor right now.”
Between homeowners flocking to big-box stores
and lumber yards to buy wood for home-renovation All that has driven up costs.
projects and an increase in new-home construction,
See PALLET SHORTAGE on PAGE 11

Livestock Owners See Hay Supplies
Cut Due to Drought
By Ching Lee, Assistant Editor, Ag Alert
Reprinted with Permission from California Farm Bureau Federation

As a hay broker, Danny Winters, who owns
North Bay Hay and Grain in Petaluma, said
he’s having to look to states much farther away—such
as Utah and Idaho—to obtain organic hay, most of
which usually comes from Oregon and Nevada and
goes to dairy farmers in Sonoma County. Whether
it’s milking-quality hay or lower-quality hay for dry
cows, he said the average price across the board is
up $40 to $50 a ton compared to last year.

Poor crop yields and less hay being grown in California
have diminished availability of the fodder, with dairy
farmers and livestock ranchers facing sticker shock as
they scramble to secure enough supply to feed their
With regional hay supplies “very tight,” and with
animals.
Klamath Basin growers also facing water restrictions,
Farmers and brokers say organic hay has been particu- Winters said he thinks it’s possible some of his dairy
larly hard to find, due to higher demand from organic customers could run out of organic feed. Because of
dairy farmers in the North Bay, whose grazing season the shortage, he said federal organic regulators should
has been cut short by drought and dry pastures.
consider allowing organic dairies to use non-GMO
Neal Carstensen, who grows organic hay in Marin feed to get them through this year, until new crops
County, said he has warned customers who may still can be produced.

be shopping around that the price of hay will surely “We’re definitely in uncharted territory,” Winters said.
continue to climb, “because there is no stock.”
A larger problem, he said, has been trying to deliver
“My hay-hauling friends over here are very, very busy feed supplies to customers due to a shortage of truck
right now, because the dairies are trying to buy up drivers. The problem is so serious, he said, that he’s
anything they can out there early, before it’s gone,” now advising customers not to wait: “When we get
he said. “I think most dairies understand the need it in the bale and we need to get it there, it needs to
to get it now, because it’s not going to be there later.” happen now, or you will not get the product.” With
As with most hay farmers in his region, Carstensen trucking rates surging due to longer hauls and higher
relies on rainfall to make his crop—primarily oat and fuel costs, he said he expects such compounding
rye hay—and said he will probably have about 60% of factors will “majorly impact the solvency” of dairy
normal yields. Having anticipated the dry year would operations.
reduce his tonnage—and that there would be greater Noting that his own silage crop was off by about
demand from his customers—he said he planted hay 20% this year, Sonoma County dairy farmer Doug
on ground he initially intended to fallow as part of his Beretta said his biggest concern is whether he’ll be
regular rotation.
able to find enough hay if it’s not available from his
Total California hay acreage has been declining for normal suppliers.
years—falling to 825,000 acres last year, the lowest “I know some guys who have gone all the way to the
on record and a drop of more than 18% from 2019. Imperial Valley (for organic hay),” he said.
California farmers are expected to devote 840,000
acres to hay this year, based on a U.S. Department Beretta’s organic dairy is one of a few in the region that
of Agriculture estimate in March.
See HAY SUPPLIES CUT on PAGE 11
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COMMENT: Grazing Provides
Important Service on Public
Lands
systems and spurs forage growth. In some areas,

By Zippy Duvall
wildlife will follow cattle herds to eat the new forage
President, American
that grows once the herd has moved on. This cycle
Farm Bureau Federation helps increase the health of wildlife habitats.

Reprinted with Permission Ranchers often serve as volunteer caretakers, spotting
from California Farm Bureau wildfires, clearing debris and reporting dangers to
local law enforcement.
Federation
Take a drive through A 2017 report from University of Wyoming Extension
the countryside in many found that for each pound of beef raised on public
states, and chances are lands, we get 44 cents in ecosystem-related returns.
you’ll catch the familiar These returns include benefits such as habitat mainsight of cattle roaming tenance, biodiversity, forage production, recreation
and tourism.
pastures and rangeland.
As you move West, the rangeland gets more expansive,
and you’ll see fewer private property signs. In Western
states, the federal government owns every other acre
of land, which has been placed in the public trust
for all Americans to take part in enjoying, using
and conserving.

Both public and private rangelands support more
than 23 million head of cattle, and our beef cattle
ranches are responsible for 2.1 million jobs across
the country.

For more than 40 years, federal law has protected
“multiple use” management of public lands, which
permits a wide range of activities from recreation to
ranching. Nationwide, more than 200 million acres of
public lands are used for grazing, mainly in the West.

plays an important role in conservation, and I was
happy to see that the administration acknowledged
the importance of working public lands in its report.

As some of the original conservationists, America’s
ranchers work hard to responsibly manage and
Americans are taking to the road again this summer conserve rangeland, both public and private.
to enjoy our nation’s wide-open spaces, forests and Recently, the Biden administration laid out principles
parks. These lands are under watchful care, no to help the federal government reach its goal of
matter the season. Many people are surprised when conserving 30% of our nation’s land by 2030. We
I tell them America’s ranchers are often the first must remember—and remind lawmakers—that
caretakers and first responders to ensure the safety conservation and productive use of land go hand in
and sustainability of our public lands.
hand. The work ranchers do on public lands already

Ranchers could be even more effective at conserving
our nation’s public lands if we further streamlined
Grazing on public lands is critical to conserving our the regulatory process for grazing permits.
nation’s vast open lands.
The National Environmental Policy Act was passed

It helps reduce the risk of devastating wildfires, slows in the 1960s with the goal of helping protect and
the spread of invasive weeds, helps build robust root enhance our environment. Today, bureaucratic red
tape and backlogs can result in ranchers waiting more
than a decade for the environmental review process
as they seek a grazing permit. Worse yet, these delays
often occur on renewal applications.
Responsible management of our rangeland benefits all
stakeholders. We are each one of those stakeholders,
because our public lands are for everyone.
Farmers and ranchers know firsthand the importance
of conservation in keeping all our nation’s land
productive and thriving. For generations, ranchers
have done their part to protect the land and ensure
our children and our grandchildren can enjoy the
wide-open spaces we cherish across our great country.
Vincent “Zippy” Duvall, a poultry, cattle and hay producer from
Georgia, is president of the American Farm Bureau Federation.
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Hay Supplies Cut
Continued from PAGE 8

11

Valle y Ag Voice
the farmers deciding to use a pesticide that will take
the ground out of organic production for at least
several years. But, he said, once farms transition
out of organic, “they generally don’t come back.”
Needing to clean up an infestation of noxious weeds
with an herbicide, Sonoma County hay farmer
Norm Yenni said this will be his last year producing
organic hay, which already represented only about
2.5% of his total acreage.
With a 50% loss in yield this year, Yenni said he
definitely has more demand than supply, even after
baling about 500 acres he originally intended to
harvest for grain. Though he’s raised prices about
20%, he said it won’t offset the lower production and
“make me whole to where I was last year.”

After years of lower hay prices, Kings County farmer
Stan Azevedo said he converted some of his hay
ground to walnuts and pistachios, figuring they
(Rex Jaymes / Shutterstock.com)
would be more profitable. With the price of hay
has access to pasture irrigation through reclaimed skyrocketing this year, he said he made a profit
wastewater from the city of Santa Rosa—but on his oat hay and “didn’t even break even on the
that water has been cut 60% this year. Beretta trees,” as the price of nuts also fell.
said he expects he will need to feed more hay and Even though the market for nuts has been softening,
silage—which represent a significant part of his Brian Gilardi, who grows organic and conventional
winter ration—much earlier this year. When those hay in Sonoma County, said he does not foresee
supplies run short, he would then need to feed more farmers pulling out orchards to plant more hay,
byproducts such as almond hulls, which he said he’s though higher hay prices might slow the transition
not sure will be available.
of hay ground to trees.
Anticipating a difficult feed year, Beretta said he
sold 20 cows in February and will sell another 20
heifers, adding he may need to cull even harder
as feed dwindles. After several years of lower milk
prices, he said it will be tough “to come up with the
money to pay the premium for this hay.”

At Alturas Ranches in Modoc County, which
produces conventional alfalfa hay and other feed,
CEO Leslie Boyle said she’s been hearing from
ranchers who are concerned about short forage
supplies, with many wanting to place a hold on her
hay—something they normally wouldn’t do until
Organic hay has become much scarcer because August. A lot of her hay typically goes outside the
fewer farmers are willing to grow it as the price gap region, including to export markets, but this year,
between conventional and organic hay narrows, she said it may be that more will stay closer to home.
people in the business say.
“We’re not coming out of this last year with any hay

National Coalition Presses for
Water Supply Infrastructure
Press Release Provided by California Farm Bureau Federation environment, the coalition said substantial federal
Citing an “acute and critical need” magnified investment is needed to bolster deteriorating storage
by another all-too-familiar drought, a national and conveyance facilities and build new ones.
coalition representing thousands of Western
farmers, ranchers, water providers, businesses
and communities urged Senate leaders yesterday
to take action to address the shortcomings of aging
water infrastructure.

“This funding will assist in addressing critical safety
needs, develop new infrastructure, invest in smart
water technology and conservation, and improve
forest and water ecosystems. Additionally, it will
spur economic recovery and prepare us to meet
In a letter to Chairman Joe Manchin and Ranking the water needs of the next generation in the face
Member John Barrasso of the Committee on of a changing climate,” the coalition letter said.
Energy and Natural Resources, the coalition said As part of a comprehensive water management
federal investment in a diversified water manage- portfolio, the coalition identified 1) more than
ment portfolio that serves a broad range of water $13 billion in Bureau of Reclamation water infrauses must be included as essential infrastructure structure needs over the next 10 years, including
in the next legislative package.
storage and conveyance, dam safety, rural water,
The coalition includes more than 220 organizations water-smart technologies, and water recycling and
from 15 states that collectively represent $120 billion reuse projects; 2) $34 billion for USDA to undertake
in agricultural production—nearly one-third of forest restoration, watershed protection and flood
all agricultural production in the country—and prevention projects; and 3) $1.75 billion for Army
many of the local and regional public water agencies Corps of Engineers water storage projects and
that supply water to more than 75 million urban, environmental infrastructure.
suburban and rural residents.
The coalition concluded the letter with a call for
The coalition warned that changing hydrological
conditions and an expanding population in the
West raise serious concerns about the future
viability of the nation’s water infrastructure. To
keep water flowing to farms, ranches, cities and the

Congress to streamline regulation and permitting
processes, along with other reforms, to ensure
the timely construction of federal water projects
as part of President Biden’s jobs and economic
recovery plan.

Hay broker Winters noted he lost supplies from two stocks remaining,” she said. “Anything we grow this
big ranches in Nevada due to aphid infestations, with year, it’s going to be used. There’s no extra.”

Pallet Shortage

for cooling operations and for loading operations,
transportation.”

“If you’re talking about a recycled pallet, we’re seeing
markets around $15 for a No. 1 pallet,” Snowden
said, using the designation for the best-quality pallet.
“In some of the coastal regions, we’re seeing higher
than that—we’re hearing $18, $20 in Southern
California.”

The purpose of getting the word out about pallet
supplies now, she said, is “recognizing the shortage
and the cost issues,” and making sure customers “are
aware of that and are able to work with their suppliers
to try and increase the availability of pallets, as well
as potentially modifying or providing exceptions to
customer-specific pallet requirements.”

Continued from PAGE 8

Constructing new pallets—if you can find the lumber Strawberry farmers expect to ship 7.5 million to 8
and the people—is even more expensive.
million trays of strawberries during the next four
“We’re seeing manufacturing costs skyrocket from weeks, and Christian said despite the tight supply of
150% to 200%, probably,” Snowden said, which pallets, “we are not seeing widespread disruption”
then carries over to pallet prices. “If you look at the in the harvest at present.
same time last year, we were selling new pallets for
But Snowden warned the shortages may linger.
$12, $12.50. Today, they’re nearly $40, and all of
“A lot of white-wood manufacturers and recyclers
that is in material and labor.”
Navigating these times calls for good relations are planning that this year, at least for the duration
of 2021, this is going to be our new normal,” she said.
between suppliers and customers, she said.
“It’s really about being proactive,” Snowden said.
“That’s one thing that we are talking to all of our
customers about—planning as best as you can,
having multiple suppliers if you can, and finding a
supplier that’s able to offer you alternative solutions.”

“I don’t think that supply is going to catch up to
demand this year,” Snowden added. “We’re going
to have to wait for demand to meet supply,” which,
she said, could occur in 2022.

And if you can’t get ahold of any pallets?

All this is new to what’s generally a stable business,
Snowden said.

“I don’t know any alternatives,” Christian said, noting
that strawberry farmers “use pallets for everything.
We need pallets to take packaging out into the field.
We need pallets to bring product in from the field,

“It’s an incredibly unique time,” she said. “We’ve
never seen this, I don’t think, really in the history of
this business. Everybody’s trying to navigate it one
day at a time, because there’s so many rapid changes.”

While you
grow, grow.
DON’T GROW IT ALONE
You have enough on your plate feeding
the world without having to worry about
marketing materials and great design
that sells. Good thing you can partner
with us. While you’re hard at work
focusing on what you do best, we help
grow your agribusiness and raise your
brand awareness strategically.

Logos Branding Websites Social Media Packaging
Marketing Advertising Videos Displays Promo Items
Call 661 489 4444 Visit TheMarcomGroup.com
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LIQUA-JIP

®

(FoodAndPhoto / Shutterstock.com)

LIQUID GYPSUM

MAINTAINING SOIL CATION BALANCE
LIQUA-JIP® is a free form of liquid calcium, derived from
calcium amino lignosonate and fixed with proprietary organic
acids. The solubility of the calcium in LIQUA-JIP® is
100 times greater than other forms of gypsum.

• Improves soil texture and flocculation
• Helps water penetration
• Helps strengthen root systems
• Provides high concentrations of calcium (essential for
adding solidity to nut crops)
• Helps displace sodium ions—aiding to leach away excess
salts from roots
• Replaces dry gypsum applications, when applied through
irrigation, reducing application costs
• No concerns of clogging filters, emitters or nozzles
• No settling of product, as LIQUA-JIP® stays in solution

North American Meat Institute
Provides Facts on Common Beef
Market Myths

build new packing facilities or expand capacity at
existing plants that would increase cattle slaughter
Press Release Provided by North American Meat Institute capacity by about four percent, including new
independent, local, and regional packers.
In May, the North American Meat Institute (Meat
Institute) released a document to clarify common “Meat and poultry companies are utilizing capacity
misunderstandings about the complex and competitive to the best of their abilities with COVID protocol
beef market in the United States.
constraints still in place and despite significant labor
“The members of the Meat Institute and their livestock challenges that existed prior to – and have been
suppliers benefit from a fair and competitive market,” exacerbated by – COVID. In fact, Saturday slaughter
said Meat Institute Vice President of Communications for the year was 51 percent above last year and 65
Sarah Little. “This document uses public sources to percent over 2019.
give an accurate picture of the dynamic beef market,
“Those calling for government intervention in the
especially given the COVID pandemic.
market never address labor. Labor is, and is likely to
“In July 2020, USDA analyzed the effects of the 2019
remain, a significant factor that affects utilization of
Holcomb facility fire and the pandemic, finding no
production; and is also a factor that will challenge new
wrong-doing and confirming the disruption in the beef
markets was due to devastating and unprecedented small and medium sized facilities entering the market.
events.

“The Meat Institute will continue to work with
“Despite the pandemic’s challenges the market is livestock producer organizations to ensure proposed
competitive and growing. Since October 2020, there changes to the beef markets do not have unintended
have been several announcements of investments to consequences for producers and consumers.”

USCA Statement on Meatpacking
Lobby’s Report on “Beef Market
Myths”
(661) 327-9604 (800) 542-6664 CA Only
WesternNutrientsCorp.com
We guarantee quality and the ability to ship the best products
in their class at competitive prices world wide.

Press Release Provided by US “We need proactive solutions at this time, such as
hides, working with trade schools and colleges to
Cattlemans Association
recruit skilled labor into the industry, and to address
Regarding the report being circulated on Capitol Hill
the underlying challenges driving the critical labor
by the North American Meat Institute (NAMI) titled
shortage across the U.S. This document is neither
“Common Beef Market Myths and Facts“, United
proactive, nor solutions-oriented.
States Cattlemen’s Association (USCA) President
“USCA will continue to champion true price discovery
Brooke Miller issued the following statement:
and competition in the cattle marketplace – and
“USCA appreciates the commitment of U.S. livestock support the Department of Justice in its investigation
groups to expanding the capacity of our nation’s of the U.S. meatpacking sector. In the meantime, we
meat processing facilities. It would be helpful if the would greatly appreciate the opportunity to work
meatpacking lobby, too, focused their attention with NAMI on solutions that support a sustainable
towards that goal.
future for U.S. cattle producers.”

Western Growers Launches
AgTechX Ed Initiative with CDFA
Secretary Karen Ross

Press Release Provided by Western Growers

agtech workforce.

Western Growers (WG) has teamed with Karen Ross,
California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA)
Secretary, to launch a statewide initiative aimed at
developing a future workforce with the skills and
knowledge to navigate emerging on-farm technology.

The linchpin of each event
will be a keynote conversation and networking
session with Secretary
Ross who will provide insight into the importance
of partnerships between CDFA Secretary, Karen Ross
industry, government and academia to adapt education
to the changing needs of agriculture.

The AgTechX Ed initiative will bring together
universities and colleges, farming and agricultural
partners, and technology companies across California
to transition the agriculture workforce to master rapidly
developing agricultural technology (agtech).
“To rise to the occasion of feeding a global population
“As we face chronic and worsening labor shortages, of 10 billion people in the next 30 years with fewer
escalating labor costs and legislative mandates, and resources and labor, we need to start investing in
dwindling access to water, crop protection tools and preparing tomorrow’s agricultural workforce today,”
other inputs, the rapid development and deployment said Ross. “Education starts in the classroom, and
of technology is our best hope to preserve California’s that’s where agriculture prominently needs to be. As
farmland and regional agricultural economies,” the development of technology rapidly accelerates,
said Dave Puglia, Western Growers president and initiatives such as AgTechX Ed lays the foundation for
CEO. “AgTechX Ed is an exciting and critical new tech-based education training platforms that will
initiative that can help advance the tech-expert build an adequately trained workforce.”

workforce we must have to continue producing The first AgTechX Ed event will be August 25–26,
healthy California-grown foods.”
2021, at Reedley College. The remaining events will
The initiative will be anchored by four AgTechX Ed be held in Imperial Valley, Monterey County and the
events in key rural areas across California. Each event greater Sacramento area. In addition to the events,
will feature a dialogue between leading farming and AgTechX Ed will facilitate internship/apprenticeship
technology companies around the specific skills they opportunities, job shadow programs and regional career
need in their workforces, along with training oppor- mixers. The initiative will also build on existing WG
tunities available in their organizations. Additionally, workforce development programs that encourage youth
local California Community Colleges and California to pursue careers in agriculture, including Careers in
State Universities will be on hand to share how they Ag and Junior AgSharks.
are revamping their curriculum and adding new Registration for AgTechX Ed at Reedley College will
educational pathways in an effort to build tomorrow’s be available later this summer at WGA.com.

USCA Applauds Bill to Establish
Office of the Special Investigator
for Competition Matters
Press Release Provided by US Cattlemans Association
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Grimmway Farms Awards
Scholarships to Children of
Employees

students throughout the application process,” shared
Dana Brennan, Vice President of Government and
Public Affairs. “The diversity of interests and drive
Press Release Provided by Grimmway Farms
is impressive and we look forward to watching them
On June 8th, Grimmway Farms hosted an outdoor grow throughout their college careers.”
reception at its headquarters to announce the 2021 This year’s scholarship recipients will attend a range
recipients of the Grimmway Farms Scholarship of top-ranked schools, including Baylor University,
Program. The annual program recognizes the Chapman University, Columbia University and
superior academic performance of students who a variety of schools in the California State and
have a parent or guardian employed by the company. University of California school systems.
At the reception, Grimmway honored 25 recent high
“It is such an incredible honor to receive this
school graduates and their families.
scholarship in support of my academic endeavors
“Education has always been important at Grimmway to pursue my dreams! I am beyond grateful for this
Farms and we are grateful to continue the legacy of award and I look forward to utilizing the MacBook
investing in our employees’ children. We are proud Pro in my future courses,” said Yael Bright, a 2021
of a team that works hard every day to help feed Grimmway Farms Scholarship Program recipient.
the nation while raising children who perform at “I am excited to announce I will be a student of
the top of their class,” said Jeff Huckaby, President the Columbia University-Tel Aviv University Dual
and CEO of Grimmway Farms. “We are proud of Degree Program where I will study Digital Culture
our scholarship recipients as well. We are excited to & Communication as well as Literature and Music.
help you work toward your goal and wish you much Thank you from the bottom of my heart to Grimmway
success in the years to come.”
Farms, I am so honored.”
The scholarships, which are renewable for four years, Between 1997 and 2020, Grimmway supported more
are based on academic achievement and provide than 740 students through scholarships totaling over
financial support for students attending two- and $2.15 million in funds. Under new ownership, the
four-year colleges and universities. Applicants who company will continue to expand the reach of its
exceed a grade point average of 4.0 receive a MacBook support, this year awarding scholarships to California
Pro laptop in addition to scholarship funds.
students in Kern and Tulare counties and a student
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amend the Packers and
Stockyards Act to establish
the Office of the Special Investigator for Competition Matters.

On June 11th, U.S. Senators Jon Tester (D-MT), Senator Tester announced the legislation at an
Charles Grassley (R-IA), and Mike Rounds (R- event held at the Public Auction Yards in Billings,
SD) teamed up to introduce legislation that would Montana on Friday, June 11.
USCA Director Emeritus Leo McDonnell of Columbus, Montana issued the following statement:
“This bill comes at a critical time for the U.S. cattle
industry. To ensure a level playing field for U.S. cattle
producers, we need a referee that can call foul on
anticompetitive market practices.
“This bill directs coordination between the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, the U.S. Department
of Justice, the Federal Trade Commission, and
the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. It
grants subpoena power to aid in the investigation
and prosecution of violators of the Packers &
Stockyards Act, and bolsters the legal power of the
USDA by maintaining a staff of attorneys and other
professionals with relevant expertise that can elevate
cases of corruption.
“USCA has long advocated for the creation of
this special investigator position, and we applaud
Senators Tester, Grassley, and Rounds for advancing
USCA Senior Policy Advisor Jess Peterson with Senator Tester (USCA) this legislation.”
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EPA, Army Announce Intent to Revise Definition of WOTUS
this rule is leading to significant environmental
degradation,” said EPA Administrator Michael S.
Regan. “We are committed to establishing a durable
definition of ‘waters of the United States’ based
on Supreme Court precedent and drawing from
the lessons learned from the current and previous
regulations, as well as input from a wide array of
stakeholders, so we can better protect our nation’s
waters, foster economic growth, and support thriving
communities.”

(Ruud Morijn Photography / Shutterstock.com)

Press Release Provided by US Environmental Protection Agency
On June 9th, the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) and Department of the Army (the
agencies) are announcing their intent to revise the
definition of “waters of the United States” (WOTUS)
to better protect our nation’s vital water resources
that support public health, environmental protection,
agricultural activity, and economic growth. As
described in an EPA declaration requesting remand
of the 2020 Navigable Waters Protection Rule, a
broad array of stakeholders—including states, Tribes,
local governments, scientists, and non-governmental
organizations—are seeing destructive impacts to
critical water bodies under the 2020 rule.
“After reviewing the Navigable Waters Protection
Rule as directed by President Biden, the EPA and
Department of the Army have determined that

Protection Rule, but no longer do.

As a result of these findings, today, the Department
of Justice is filing a motion requesting remand of
the rule. Today’s action reflects the agencies’ intent
to initiate a new rulemaking process that restores
the protections in place prior to the 2015 WOTUS
implementation, and anticipates developing a new
rule that defines WOTUS and is informed by a
robust engagement process as well as the experience
of implementing the pre-2015 rule, the Obama-era
“Communities deserve to have our nation’s waters Clean Water Rule, and the Trump-era Navigable
protected. However, the Navigable Waters Protection Waters Protection Rule.
Rule has resulted in a 25 percentage point reduction
The agencies’ new regulatory effort will be guided
in determinations of waters that would otherwise be
by the following considerations:
afforded protection,” said Acting Assistant Secretary
of the Army for Civil Works Jaime A. Pinkham. • Protecting water resources and our communities
consistent with the Clean Water Act.
“Together, the Department of the Army and EPA
will develop a rule that is informed by our technical • The latest science and the effects of climate change
expertise, is straightforward to implement by our
on our waters.
agencies and our state and Tribal co-regulators, and is
• Emphasizing a rule with a practical implementation
shaped by the lived experience of local communities.”
approach for state and Tribal partners.
Upon review of the Navigable Waters Protection
Rule, the agencies have determined that the rule is • Reflecting the experience of and input received
from landowners, the agricultural community
significantly reducing clean water protections. The
that fuels and feeds the world, states, Tribes, local
lack of protections is particularly significant in arid
governments, community organizations, environstates, like New Mexico and Arizona, where nearly
mental groups, and disadvantaged communities
every one of over 1,500 streams assessed has been
with environmental justice concerns.
found to be non-jurisdictional. The agencies are
also aware of 333 projects that would have required The agencies are committed to meaningful
Section 404 permitting prior to the Navigable Waters stakeholder engagement to ensure that a revised

definition of WOTUS considers essential clean water
protections, as well as how the use of water supports
key economic sectors. Further details of the agencies’
plans, including opportunity for public participation,
will be conveyed in a forthcoming action. To learn
more about the definition of waters of the United
States, visit: EPA.gov/WOTUS.
Background
The Clean Water Act prohibits the discharge of
pollutants from a point source to navigable waters
unless otherwise authorized under the Act. Navigable
waters are defined in the Act as “the waters of the
United States, including the territorial seas.” Thus,
“waters of the United States” (WOTUS) is a threshold
term establishing the geographic scope of federal
jurisdiction under the Clean Water Act. The term
“waters of the United States” is not defined by the
Act but has been defined by EPA and the Army in
regulations since the 1970s and jointly implemented
in the agencies’ respective programmatic activities.
The 2020 Navigable Waters Protection Rule was
identified in President Biden’s Executive Order 13990,
which directs federal agencies to review all existing
regulations, orders, guidance documents, policies,
and any other similar agency actions promulgated,
issued, or adopted between January 20, 2017, and
January 20, 2021. See Fact Sheet: List of Agency
Actions for Review, available at: WhiteHouse.gov/
Briefing-Room/Statements-Releases/2021/01/20/
Fact-Sheet-List-of-Agency-Actions-for-Review/.

JULY 2021

Valle y Ag Voice

Construction Begins on Emergency Drought Barrier
in Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta

This aerial view from June 2015 looks south toward the temporary rock barrier in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta at West False River.
The temporary 750-foot wide barrier is to control water salinity into the Delta and preserve water in upstream reservoirs. (DWR)

Press Release Provided by the California Department of central Delta and prevent contamination of water
Water Resources
supplies for Delta agriculture and municipal supplies
In response to worsening drought conditions in for millions of Californians.
California, today the Department of Water Resources
(DWR) began construction on a temporary emergency drought barrier on the West False River in
the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. The barrier
will help slow the movement of saltwater into the

“California is experiencing a second consecutive dry
year and snowpack runoff into our state reservoirs
has been far less than anticipated, so we are taking
emergency actions to protect the state’s water supply
and environment now,” said DWR Director Karla

Increased Demand Helps Almonds
Overcome Port Issues, Tariffs and
COVID-19 Limitations

overall increase over last year to date and
record shipments in a number of markets.

Press Release Provided by Almond Board of California
California almond shipments to consumer markets
in the U.S. and across the globe hit a new record this
year, despite port and trade issues and COVID-19
complications.
The May 2021 Position Report from the Almond
Board of California (ABC) shows that the California
industry shipped 219 million pounds in May – a record
for the month – bringing the total this crop year to 2.45
billion pounds, setting a new record in just 10 months.
The crop year for almonds runs from Aug. 1 to July 31.

A month ago, India made history for California
almonds. For the first time ever, a single market
exceeded 300 million pounds of imports in one crop
year. The current May report shows that India has
now received 322 million pounds and is up 54% over
the previous year to date.
The entire Asia-Pacific region continues its strong
growth with a 46% increase overall. In that region,
the China/Hong Kong market is up 72% year-to-year
despite tariffs, South Korea increased by 42% and
Vietnam is up an astounding 132% from last year.

“This shows continuing high demand for California
almonds among consumers around the world,” said
ABC president and CEO Richard Waycott. “People
love almonds because they’re a remarkably sustainable
plant protein, they’re versatile in a range of cuisines,
they have outstanding health and beauty benefits,
and they’re delicious.”
Record Shipments Across the Globe
California almonds ship to more than 100 countries,
and export growth has been impressive with a 30%

Almost all European markets, east and west, continued
their impressive growth in response to the high demand.
Germany and Spain posted strong gains as did the
Netherlands and Italy. Overall, European imports
are up 18% from 2019-20.

(Barmalini / Shutterstock.com)

Growth in the U.S. continues to be strong, especially
considering that the domestic market is large and well
established. The year-to-year increase stands at 4%
for the crop year.

The Middle East and North Africa are also regions with
strong growing markets. Countries of note include the
United Arab Emirates, which grew 31%, Egypt with
20% growth and Morocco, which has a year-to-date
increase of 148% over last year.

“The world-wide appetite for almonds and our
range of products continues to grow,” Waycott said.
“Almonds outpaced all other nuts in new product
introductions ranging from dairy alternatives and
snacks to confectionery, bakery and bars. Our industry
members have done a terrific job of moving the current
crop and meeting the demand from consumers here
in the U.S. and around the world.”
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DWR is pursuing long-term planning and permitting
in anticipation of future drought conditions. There
Nemeth. “DWR along with partner agencies is will be opportunities for public involvement during
looking at all options to bolster the state’s drought this process, which will continue into 2022.
response and mitigate drought impacts.”
DWR is working to get the temporary emergency
The barrier will help prevent saltwater contamination drought barrier in place as soon as possible. The
of water supplies used by millions of Californians who approximately 800-foot-wide temporary barrier
rely on Delta-based federal and state water projects consisting of nearly 90,000 cubic yards of rock will
for at least some of their supplies. The emergency span the West False River and prevent salty tides and
barrier will also help conserve critical water supplies slower moving salinity from intruding into the interior
in upstream reservoirs for later use by avoiding the Delta. Construction is expected to be completed by
need to send large volumes of water into the Delta July 1. The barrier will be removed no later than
November 30.
to repel salinity this summer.
The barrier will block watercraft passage on West
“Keeping saltwater from intruding into the central
False River until its removal and will be marked by
Delta is essential as a large portion of the state’s fresh
warning signs, lights, and buoys. Alternative routes
water for urban and agricultural use goes through
between the San Joaquin River and interior Delta
this part of the Delta,” said Ted Craddock, Deputy
will be available.
Director for the State Water Project.
On April 21, Governor Gavin Newsom signed an
On June 1, a temporary urgency change petition to
emergency order directing state agencies to take
modify State Water Project and Central Valley Project
immediate action to bolster drought resistance across
water rights conditions was approved by the State
the state. The installation of a West False River drought
Water Resources Control Board, which will allow
salinity barrier during the 2012-16 drought proved to
for water to be conserved for later instream uses and
be an effective tool for reducing the intrusion of salt
water quality requirements. These modifications are
water into the central and south Delta, and helped
needed to help protect cold water pools for salmon
preserve fresh water supplies for future critical uses
and steelhead and maintain water quality while
including drinking water and the environment. The
ensuring some water supplies are maintained if
West False River drought salinity barrier is just one
drought conditions persist next year.
of many actions DWR is taking to mitigate drought
Simultaneous to the drought barrier’s construction, impacts consistent with the emergency order.
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FOR
EVERYTHING
UNDER
THE SUN
(Almond Board of California)

MORGAN HOUCHIN
TechAg Financial Group, Inc.
3430 Unicorn Road, Bakersfield, CA 93308
CA Broker DRE No. 01865336

Almond Board of California 2021
Election Results

grower representatives who set policy and recommend
budgets in several major areas, including production
Press Release Provided by the Almond Board of California research, public relations and advertising, nutrition
research, statistical reporting, quality control and
The Almond Board of California (ABC) has released food safety.
election results for the Board of Directors positions
whose terms of office begin August 1, 2021. As a The names of the following nominees have been
governing body for the industry, the ABC Board submitted to the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture for
of Directors is comprised of five handler and five selection:
Independent Grower
Member Position One (one-year term):
Paul Ewing, Los Banos
Alternate Position One:
Brandon Rebiero, Modesto
Member Position Three (three-year term):
Joe Gardiner, Earlimart
Alternate Position Three:
Chris Bettencourt, Westley
Independent Handler
Member Position Two (three-year term):
Bob Silveira, Williams

Mob: 661-477-3669 | Off: 661-695-6500 | eFax: 661-384-6168
MHouchin@TechAg.com | TechAgFinancial.com

FEATURED LISTING

Alternate Position Two:
Dexter Long, Ballico
Member Position Three (one-year term):
Darren Rigg, Le Grand
Alternate Position Three:
Chad DeRose, McFarland
Cooperative Grower
Member Position Two (three-year term):
Christine Gemperle, Ceres

648.87 +/- Acres of Open Farmland in Wheeler Ridge Maricopa Water Storage District
Asking Price: US$11,030,790.00

Alternate Position Two:
Kent Stenderup, Bakersfield

In addition, Lisa Giannini, Hickman, has been named to fill the Cooperative Grower Alternate
Position One role.

CDFA Accepting Public Comment
on Proposed Regulations for
Implementation
of Proposition 12
(2018)
Press Release Provided by CDFA

A 45-day public comment
period for proposed regulations to implement Proposition 12 (2018) begins May 28, 2021 and ends July
12, 2021. The California Department of Food and
Agriculture is proposing to adopt new Chapter 10
(commencing with section 1320) of Division 2 of Title
3 of the California Code of Regulations to implement
Health and Safety Code sections 25990 through
25994, Farm Animal Cruelty, which mandates farm
animal confinement standards for egg-laying hens,
veal calves, and breeding pigs and the sale of shell
eggs, liquid eggs, whole veal meat, and whole pork
meat derived from these covered animals.

methods of farm animal confinement for covered
animals raised in California and the products harvested from those animals, or immediate offspring
of those animals in the case of breeding pigs, if sold
within California for human consumption.
The proposed regulations establish a regulatory
framework of registration, certification, conveyance
inspection, and labeling and marking requirements
for the sale of shell eggs, liquid eggs, whole veal meat,
and whole pork meat in California.
Any person interested may present statements or
arguments in writing relevant to the action proposed
beginning May 28, 2021 and ending on July 12,
2021 to:
Dr. Elizabeth Cox
Program Manager
Department of Food and Agriculture
Animal Care Program

In 2018, California voters passed Proposition 12,
1220 N Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
Farm Animal Confinement Initiative, self-titled as
the Prevention of Cruelty to Farm Animals Act, Telephone: (916) 900-5000
which prevents animal cruelty by phasing out certain E-mail: AnimalCare@CDFA.CA.gov

FOR MORE INFO, VISIT US ONLINE AT TECHAGFINANCIAL.COM
follow @techagfinancial

Podcast available on
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Sheep Ranchers Face
Drought, Wage Issue
By Ching Lee, Assistant Editor, Ag Alert

Kelsey Nichols, ranch manager for McCormack Sheep Ranch in Rio Vista, tends to sheep grazing on postharvest barley stubble that
was recently baled. Rancher Al Medvitz, who operates the ranch with his wife Jeannie McCormack, says drought conditions have forced
downsizing of his flocks. (Ching Lee)

Free Mulch!
Farm ♦ Business ♦ Home ♦ Garden

Mulch Can Help So Much!
Reduces Erosion
Reduces Overexposure
Reduces Water Evaporation
Reduces Overwatering
Reduces Wilting

Bakersfield Compost Facility
6 6 1 - 8 3 5 - 8 8 7 3 ♦ 2 6 0 1 S M T Ve r n o n AV E

Available In Bulk
Every Day ♦ 7 AM – 4 PM

ethnic and niche markets in
favor of selling to the state’s lone
processor, Superior Farms in
Dixon, which is “offering such
a high price for feeders because
they have a severe shortage of lambs.”

One “silver lining” during a drought, Macon said, is the
Reprinted with Permission from California Farm Bureau Federation increased opportunities for targeted-grazing projects.
Because there’s less vegetation on the ground, he said
Parched pastures have forced many sheep ranchers
grazing flocks can cover more acres a day, making the
to thin their flocks, while those who provide targeted
enterprise more profitable.
grazing services have seen business surge—and producers say looming state overtime rules for sheepherders Even though demand for her sheep-grazing services
threaten their viability even if they survive impacts has been “extremely high” this year, Merced County
rancher Andrée Soares said her business will not be
of the drought.
Most immediately, with dry conditions decimating able to withstand the more than 50% wage increase
pastures, sheep ranchers must make decisions about she will be required to pay sheepherders beginning
the size of their flocks, supplemental feed purchases in 2022, when new rules for overtime pay take effect
for farms and ranches with 25 or fewer employees.
and ways to sustain their operations.
When it became clear earlier this spring that the
forage on his ranch would not be enough to support
his animals, Solano County sheep rancher Al Medvitz
said he had “serious conversations” with his buyer about
“whether we continue,” as it would require feeding
“expensive alfalfa” and other supplements, and even
current rising prices would need to be “much higher”
for him to at least break even.

Soares said other agricultural employers have been
able to mitigate some effects of Assembly Bill 1066,
which changed rules governing overtime and hourly
wages for agricultural employees, by implementing
different shifts. This can’t be done for sheepherders,
she noted, because of the “unique and nomadic nature
of the work,” which requires herders to live near the
animals and go where the forage is.

In his own operation, Macon, who also works as
a University of California Cooperative Extension
livestock and natural resources advisor, said he’s trying
to maintain his breeding flock numbers—at least for
this year. The big unknown, he said, is what feed
conditions will be in the fall, noting that lack of available
irrigation water will mean more fallowing of alfalfa
fields, reducing the amount of postharvest stubble on
which sheep can graze in October and November.

just not being heard.”

“We were all very frightened,” he said, about prospects “As bad as the drought is, this is by far the greatest threat
to the entire sheep and goat industry in California,”
of the feed year.
she said. “Most people are going to make it through
In addition to reducing his breeding stock, Medvitz the drought. We just don’t know how many are going
said he sold lambs to another rancher with irrigated to make it through Jan. 1, 2022.”
pasture, while some sheep went out of state and others
Sheep producers have been calling for an administrative
were marketed as feeders.
solution: Adopt the federal workweek standard for
The need to downsize comes as the lamb market sheep and goat herders at 48 hours, replacing the
has been on an upswing, driven by lower supplies, current state standard, which defines their workweek
higher retail sales and now the return of food service, at 168 hours.
ranchers say.
Soares said more than 10 counties so far have passed
Higher market prices make selling lambs early and at resolutions in support of the suggested administrative
lighter weights “an attractive option for a lot of people,” fix, with “more coming,” and she said ranchers have
Placer County sheep rancher Dan Macon said.
been contacting the office of Gov. Gavin Newsom.
“It’s an easier decision to make when lambs are worth “We are calling,” she said. “We are fighting every day
more,” he added.
for more and more noise and support, because we’re
San Joaquin County rancher John Cubiburu said if
the new rules take effect without changes, he will be
forced to sell all his replacement ewes next year to help
pay for the wage increases—and that will give him
enough time to start liquidating his herd.

“I do not have the margin in the business to sustain
these labor increases,” he said. “The whole California
sheep industry will crumble overnight if we do not get
With alfalfa and grain hay markets up 40% to 50%,
some assistance from the California government.”
Solano County farmer and sheep rancher Ian Anderson
said he should be selling his crops to earn more income. Even with lamb prices on the rise, Cubiburu said
But with limited forage on pastures, and because he wool prices remain “at an all-time low from the last
doesn’t want to give up his sheep business, he’s feeding three years,” while production costs have soared
“significantly”—from fuel to feed to trucking to existing
that hay to his livestock.
wage increases. What’s more, he’s now traveling greater
He said he’s already reduced about one quarter of his
distances to find feed for his sheep, which are more
flock, pulling lambs off the range and sending them to
spread out, necessitating “more labor to watch our
feedlots to stretch the forage for his ewes. In addition
herds” and more fuel to get there.
to culling extra mature ewes, he said he sold all his
replacement ewe lambs at about the same price for Soares said if the law does not change, she fears
which he bought them in October, as the animals some 700,000 animals will leave the state or go to
were too old to enter the meat market and because slaughter next year, which would crush the current
there were few buyers in the state looking to acquire sheep infrastructure on which her business depends,
replacement ewes when there’s a lack of affordable feed. including meat markets, sheep shearers, trucking
companies and other support.
With wild price swings in the sheep market—noting
that “last year during COVID, you couldn’t get a “If the infrastructure goes away because the bulk of
dollar a pound for lamb” versus the $2.70 a pound the industry goes away as a result of this (legislation),
they’re worth now—Anderson said it’s been a struggle I don’t know how long targeted grazing is going to be
trying to decide whether to abandon his traditional around, either,” she said.
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Why Does God Want Me to Take the Long Road?

encounter trouble and probably have surrendered path. In fact, Jeremiah 29:11 tells us that “I know the
when they were surrounded. In reality, they had no thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD,
clue as to what they would encounter.
thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an
Looking back on my life, I see paths that God has In my research on this topic, I discovered that the expected end. Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall
taken me. None of those paths are straight. Why short route would have led the Israelites right by go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you.”
not? I have to think that straight paths do not teach Egyptian fortresses and into Philistine land. At this Also, the long path does not immediately grant our
us what we need to learn, especially for eternity. If point, the newly freed Israelites probably could not desires and it ensures that we are not in control.
my path were straight, I think that I would easily be successfully fight the Philistines. (FYI. Goliath was Although the Israelites took the long path, they had
lured to turn back from where I started. Going back a Philistine.) In His goodness, God, as their father, plenty of miracles: (1) They were never hungry. (They
chose the long path to ensure their success. Yes, one ate manna created from the morning dew.) (2) They
is too great a temptation!
generation passed away during that trip, but future were never thirsty. (At one point, they drank water
When I look at a map that shows the wanderings of
generations were saved to live in the Promised Land. which sprang from a rock.) (3). Their clothes and shoes
the Jews from Egypt to the Promised Land, it is a
meandering and wavy path. What does the Bible say Another reason for the long road is that the long never wore out. (4) They were never lost, as they had a
about the path that the Israelites took from Egypt? It journey tests our hearts. At first, the Israelites grumbled pillar of fire leading them at night and a cloud during
in their hearts, but eventually they trusted in God the day. And, (5) God was their teacher along the way.
states in Exodus, Chapter 13:17–18:
and not themselves. This is confirmed in the Bible
“[…] God led them not through the way of the land of
Prayer: Heavenly Father, guide us on our journey
in Deuteronomy 8:2:
the Philistines, although that was near; for God said,
of life. We understand that sometimes you need to
Lest peradventure the people repent when they see “and thou shalt remember all the way which the take us on the long road to avoid complications and
war, and they return to Egypt: but God led the people LORD thy God led thee these forty years in the danger. Help us not to desire the direct path and its
about, through the way of the wilderness of the Red wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know temptations. You are omnipotent, omniscient, and
sea: and the children of Israel went up harnessed out what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep omnipresent, so we give you permission to direct
his commandments, or no.”
of the land of Egypt.”
out path to teach us more about You in order for us
God recognized that the Children of Israel would It is comforting to me to know that God knows our to spend eternity with You.

By Sandy Mittelsteadt
Faith Contributor, Valley Ag Voice

My husband, Rick, walking on the long road from the Tule Elk
Overlook (Sandy Mittelsteadt)

Resources:
Blog: “Why God Likes the Long Way (and Why That’s
OK)” by Kari Patterson
Blog: “Why Did God Take the Israelites the Long Way to
the promised Land?” by Elaine Guthals
Blog: “When God Makes Us Take the Long Way” by
Kathryn O’Brien

Your Local and Trusted Partner for Ag Lending and 1031 Exchanges
Our team of skilled professionals are available to help you identify a strategy for your
individual and agribusiness goals. We help you navigate through complex agricultural
financing and tax-deferred property exchange solutions.

Rob Hallum
Ag Division Manager
661.859.2505

Mike Martens
Ag Relationship Manager
661.630.4903

661.859.2500 | missionbank.com

•
•
•
•

Mission Bank 1031 Exchange has managed over $1 billion in exchange transactions
Deposits are held at Mission Bank where strength, security and safety are foremost
Easy access to exchange transaction activity and monthly bank statements
Mission Bank provides loans to help accommodate 1031 Forward or Reverse Exchanges

Together, we deliver high quality people and service to get the job done. Let’s get to work!

Karen Clemans
1031 Exchange Officer
661.321.4820

Savannah Nunn
1031 Exchange Associate
661.859.2504
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CALIFORNIA’S LARGEST
VOLUME
DEALER
NEW & USED TRUCKS!

COMMERCIAL TRUCKS
2021 GMC Sierra 3500
• Fleet Convenience Pkg.
• Regular Cab Chassis
• 6.6L V8, Gas

AS LOW AS:

$36,343

1 at this net price ID# C21095

JULY 2021

Save up to $3,650!
from MSRP

$ 39,993
Dealer Retail Price:
Fleet Discount:
-$ 1,900
Business Choice:
-$
750
ABC:
-$ 1,000
*Needs GMC Fleet Account.
***Must be current ABC Member.

LET MOTOR CITY HAVE A CUSTOM BED
INSTALLED ON YOUR TRUCK CHASSIS BY
ANY OF THE FOLLOWING UPFITTERS:

USED TRUCKS!

HEAVY DUTY VEHICLES

2019 Ford Ranger XL - 4D Crew Cab
• TBD Axle Ratio
• 10 Spd Auto, RWD
• 2.3L EcoBoost
• 18 Gal. Fuel Tank
• Exterior Parking Camera
SALES PRICE:

$36,990

1 at this net price ID# M577925

2016 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 - Crew Cab
• Suspension Pkg
• All Star Edition
• 6 Spd, Auto, RWD
• 5.3L V8

SALES PRICE:

$34,990

1 at this net price ID# PM575257

2020 Nissan NV200 SV

2018 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT LT2 - Crew Cab

• 4D Cargo Van
• 24/26 City/Hwy MPG
• FWD

• 4WD, 6 Spd, Auto
• 5.3L V8, Gas
• Trailering Pkg.
• Z71 Appearance Pkg.

SALES PRICE:

SALES PRICE:

$27,990

1 at this net price ID# PM578377

$43,790

1 at this net price ID# PM575505

2017 RAM Promaster 2500 High Roof
• Heavy Duty Suspension
• 3D Cargo Van
• 3.6L V6, Gas

Farm Bureau Member?
Call Us for Special Pricing

SALES PRICE:

$42,990

1 at this net price ID# PM577398

(833) 706-0677

All ad prices exclude government taxes, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing charge. Offer expires 7/31 /2021

3101 PACHECO ROAD • (833) 706-0676 • www.MotorCityGMC.com

