
By Audrey Hill, Feature Contributor, Valley Ag Voice

On Monday May 17th, the Kern County Fair Board 
met to decide the fate of the 2021 Kern County 
Fair. Fair board member Lucas Espericueta made 
an impassioned plea to his fellow directors to hold a 
fair in 2021. “Mask mandates are being lifted, and 
our lives are going back to normal. It seems like we 
are giving up… I was hoping East of midway we 
could have a smaller fair and not lose that culture in 
our community.” Despite his efforts, the remaining 
board made a motion to postpone the 2021 fair until 
2022, in effect canceling this year’s fair. However, it is 
confirmed that fully in-person livestock shows will be 
held as normal for this year! Masks or a vaccination 

card will be required at the entrance and hand 
sanitizer booths will be sprinkled throughout the 
premises to insure a safe and healthy environment 
for everyone. Staff will also be routinely cleaning 
high traffic areas, making sure COVID-19 health 
protocol are met and kept during the two weeklong 
livestock shows. 

Currently the County of Kern is using the fairgrounds 
at a vaccination site and has extended their contract to 
continue to do so multiple times. If the county chooses 
to extend this contract again, it will interfere with 
fair dates, and the fair will not be able to proceed. 
Therefore, the decision at the May 17th meeting 
to extend the county contract through the end of 
September in effect prevents the fair from utilizing 
the property. Fortunately, the livestock area and show 

See FAIR CANCELLED on PAGE 11

Livestock Show is A-Go, but 2021 
Fair is Cancelled
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for Sustainable Government, a locally based, non-par-
tisan, non-profit public policy advocacy organization 
prior to joining KCFB. Before that, Agbalog was the 
Senior District Representative for Senate Minority 
Leader Emeritus Jean Fuller (R-Bakersfield). Agbalog 
also previously held positions as Government Affairs 
Manager for the Greater Bakersfield Chamber of 
Commerce, Community Resources Manager with 
the California Department of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation, and as a Field Representative for 
former Kern County Supervisor Jon McQuiston.

“Mr. Agbalog comes with a wide breadth of policy 
experience and a depth of knowledge in managing 
organizations that will undoubtedly benefit the 

KCFB and its mem-
bership,” said Kern 
County Farm Bureau 

President John Moore. “His background as the 
son of a Farm Labor Contractor and familiarity 
of the industry and its actors will help to take the 
organization to the next level. We are thrilled to 
watch Mr. Agbalog develop as an agricultural leader 
and expect big things to come.”

 “Kern County agriculture is renowned for its 
innovation and its production output that ranks as 
one of the top in the country,” said Romeo Agbalog, 
Kern County Farm Bureau’s newly named Executive 
Director. “It’s an honor to represent Kern’s Ag 
producers and everyone affiliated with Ag, whose 
contributions help make Kern County the most 
important county in the nation when you think in 

By Valley Ag 
Voice Staff

The Kern County 
Farm Bureau’s 
Board of Directors 
unanimously vot-

ed to hire Mr. Romeo Agbalog as the new Executive 
Director of the influential advocacy group. Agbalog’s 
experience and community ties as a lifelong resident 
of Kern County will help guide him to continue to 
work in the communities’ best interest.

Agbalog was the Executive Director of Kern Citizens 

terms of what we produce here at home, but more 
than an honor, it’s a duty to safeguard an industry 
that’s so integral to our local economy and supplying 
food and fiber around the world. I’m humbled and 
honored to take the helm of an organization rich in 
history that has played an integral role in making 
Kern County one of the top agriculture producing 
counties in the country,” Agbalog said. “I’m ready 
to get to work to not only help perpetuate Kern’s 
top tier agricultural production, but also safeguard 
its ability to provide a means for families to sustain 
themselves while meeting the needs of the world in 
terms of food and fiber.”

Agbalog begins May 24th, replacing administrator 
Colleen Taber who recently relocated to Texas. For 
more information on about the Kern County Farm 
Bureau, visit www.kernfcb.com.

Romeo Agbalog Named New Kern County Farm 
Bureau Executive Director

KCFB Executive Director, Romeo Agbalog

Smarter Water Diversions
By Scott Hamilton, 
President, Hamilton Resource Economics

More and more farmers and water managers are faced 
with a tricky problem – how to divert water from a 
river without harming fish, especially endangered fish, 
that inhabit those waters. The problem has become 
particularly important lately as water managers 
seek to capture flood flows from rivers to recharge 
aquifers – an important tool in helping to achieve 
groundwater sustainability. In western Madera 
County, for example, water districts and farmers 
are looking to divert San Joaquin River flood water 
from the Chowchilla Bypass, but because salmon 
are being restored to San Joaquin, farmers are being 
required to build expensive fish screens.

In the Delta, the problem is more significant. Both 
the State and Federal Water projects have elaborate 
fish screens to prevent fish from being entrained in 
the pumps. The screens at these facilities divert fish 
to holding tanks where they are held temporarily 
and then returned to the Delta. Millions of fish are 
salvaged annually. But some of the smaller and more 
sensitive species are entrained in the process. That is, 
they are preyed upon by larger fish before they reach 
the salvage facilities, they are not diverted by the 
louvers intended to direct them to the salvage facilities 
and are killed at the pumps, or they are salvaged 
but die during the capture, handling and return 
process. SWP’s Skinner fish facilities, constructed 
from 1966 to 1970, are now 50 years old. While 
state-of-the-art at the time, conditions and species 
of concern have changed. Even if they do not die, 
the Endangered Species Act prevents harassment 
of species without a permit.

How do water 
managers protect 
a small and delicate 

listed fish while still delivering water to wildlife 
refuges, communities, and farmers in central and 
southern California? It’s a tricky give-and-take 
as water managers seek to operate in such a way 
as to avoid jeopardizing endangered species and 
convince regulatory agencies that their operations 
are reasonable, thereby obtaining the necessary 
permits to continue pumping under their respective 
contracts and permits. The give-and-take to date has 
resulted in very substantial reductions in pumping 
to protect fish frequently from January all the way 
through June–the period when inflows into the Delta 
are the highest. And in drought years like this one, 
the consequences are onerous.

A group of water districts in Kern and Kings County 

See WATER DIVERSIONS on the PAGE 3 

Biological mechanism. Fish, even at the youngest life stages, 
have a natural buoyancy that keeps them suspended in the water 
column. As long as the downward velocities are sufficiently slow, 
the fish will maintain their position in the water column, and water 
can be removed from the water body with no impact to the fish. 
Experiments with larval delta smelt have determined safe operating 
velocities. Large quantities of water can be diverted with fish 
friendly diversions because the infiltration area is hundreds of 
times greater than that of conventional vertical screens, allowing 
for much lower water velocities.
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Bureau of Livestock 
Identification to Lower 
Inspection Fees
Press Release provided by California Department of 
Food and Agriculture

CDFA’s Bureau of Livestock Identification (BLI) 
will lower inspection fees by 10 cents per head 
beginning on July 1. The Bureau’s advisory board 
and CDFA Secretary Karen Ross made the 
determination due to a budget surplus in the 
program that developed after the BLI moved to 
mobile applications that lessened the amount of 
time spent on paperwork. 

The BLI, which is California’s brand registration 
and inspection program protecting cattle owners 
against the loss of animals, is financed entirely 
through fees.

“We are pleased to be able to lower fees and 
as a result leave our livestock producers with 
a little more money for their operations,” said 
Secretary Ross. “We commit to regular reviews of 
fee structures in all of our programs and will make 
adjustments when necessary and/or warranted. 
I want to thank our Bureau of Livestock ID for 
an outstanding job in keeping expenses to a 
minimum.”

The BLI has 44 inspectors and inspected 3.56 
million head of cattle in 2019-2020.

Administrator’s Report
By Colleen Taber 
Administrator, Kern 
County Farm Bureau

We all had a plan in the 
last year squashed, yet 
our plans are only as 

solid as the flimsy piece of paper holding our list of 
goals. Most plans, big or small, became COVID 
casualties. It is with bittersweet sentiment that I share 
my leaving the Farm Bureau family. In March of 
2020, I accepted the Administrator position at the 
Kern County Farm Bureau with a zeal for agriculture 
and advocacy. These passions haven’t changed for 
me. However, the need to put family first has taken 

precedence, and it was necessary to relocate our 
family to Texas. California is beginning to reopen, 
and it’s time for the Kern County Farm Bureau to 
bring in a local face to advocate with boots on the 
ground right there in Kern County. I’m so thankful 
for the conversations and relationships I’ve built 
with membership and beyond. I’m grateful for the 
support of the Kern County Farm Bureau board 
and am excited to see what’s in store. Thank you, 
Kern County agriculture community, for welcoming 
me, sharing your struggles with me, and most of 
all, trusting me with your Farm Bureau. There are 
many advocacy challenges on the docket, and Kern 
County Farm Bureau continues to keep your family 
and your livelihoods at the forefront of their advocacy.

Executive Director’s Note
By Romeo Agbalog 
Executive Director, Kern County Farm Bureau

As a country, we find ourselves in extraordinary 
times amidst this unprecedented global pandemic. 
This crisis has touched nearly every American 
household in some form or fashion, including every 
business and section of our economy. Particularly 
impacted is our agricultural industry. In addition 
to the adverse effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
farmers, and ranchers here locally and across the state 
were already grappling with volatile markets, labor 
scarcity, drought, and water insecurity, complying 
with burdensome and unreasonable governmental 

laws and regulations, and coping with added stress 
while bracing for more laws and regulations to come. 
These are challenging times indeed.

Yet, I believe that adversity does not define us, but 
rather it is what we do during these times of adversity 
that does. Simply put, our greatest challenges enable 
us to do great things. Times like these spark new 
and bold thinking, creative ideas, strengthens our 
resolve, and unites us under common causes and 
goals. Frankly, there is no better moment than now 
to be a part of the Kern County Farm Bureau. I 
am ready to take on the challenges that lay ahead. 
There is too much at stake to stand idle, and I hope 
that you will join me. Working together we can grow 
the future that we all want to see and experience.

I will not go as far to say that 
this generation is as tough as 

previous generations (we are UNDOUBTEDLY 
not as tough), but there is still a little part of us in 
agriculture that itches to be outside, in the dirt, 
breaking a sweat, and feeling the hot summer sun 
our face. After all, this farmer tan isn’t going to 
establish itself.

So today we can be thankful for the basics. We can 
be thankful for the hot summer sun at our backs, dirt 
under our fingernails, mud caked boots and foliage 
in our hair and hats. Happy Harvest to all who have 
begun reaping their bounty, and good luck to those 
who are gearing up for another great season.

In other news, like so many Californians, our Admin-
istrator, Colleen Taber, has made the move to Texas 
to support her family during what was a complete 
and prolonged shutdown in California. Colleen 
was only with the Kern County Farm Bureau for a 
little over one year, but she did great work dealing 
with a hectic COVID situation and managing the 
organization to the benefit of the membership. The 
Board of Directors thanks Colleen on a job well done 
and wishes her well in the Lonestar State.

With endings come new begins, and the Board of 
Director’s would like to welcome on our new staff 
lead, Romeo Agbalog, as the Executive Director of 
the Kern County Farm Bureau. We are thrilled to 
have Romeo join the KCFB Team and we look for-
ward to watching him take the organization in to the 
next level. Romeo comes with extensive experience 
and we have no doubt that he will represent all of us 
farmers and ranchers in the industry to the best of 
his ability. Congratulations and welcome, Romeo!

President’s Message
Back to the Basics
By John Moore 
President, Kern County 
Farm Bureau

Every late April to early 
May marks the commencement of the south valley’s 
row crop harvest season. Early row crop production 
begins its dirty and (hopefully) productive spring/
summer and can be viewed as both stressful and 
exhilarating. It’s the time of year when one needs to 
be careful going from field harvest in the morning to 
meetings in the afternoon. I’d be lying if I said that 
after a morning of filling orders I haven’t found dirt 
and vines from the blower on a potato harvester stuck 
in my hair and scattered over my desk and keyboard. 
At the same time, heat units start accumulating and 
the permanent crops require added attention. It’s 
one of the best times of the year. It’s the time to get 
back to the basics.

It’s easy to get wrapped up in the minutia of items 
surrounding farming. The constant battles with 
predatory legislation, drought designations, and the 
rest can monopolize one’s thinking. Frankly, these 
justifiably distractable items can potentially create 
a jaded class of farmers and even lead hesitation in 
growth or liquidation of assets. Understandably so. 
When this happens, that’s when it pays to be able 
to jump in a vehicle and drive a ranch or watch a 
machine harvest a product that will feed families 
and friends the world over. It also pays to get dirty 
and remind ourselves that maybe this generation 
carries some of the same traits of our predecessors. 

FA R M  BU R E AU  N E W S The United Voice of Kern County’s Farming Community

KERN COUNTY FARM BUREAU
Colleen Taber, Administrator

661-397-9635 • CTaber@KernCFB.com

Published monthly by Valley Ag Voice LLC 
1412 17th Street, Suite 407, Bakersfield, CA 93301

ADVERTISING Dave Plivelich
661-204-8160 • ads@ValleyAgVoice.com

DESIGN & PRODUCTION The Marcom Group

PRINTING SCNG Printing

CONTENT SUBMISSION & OTHER INQUIRIES,
CONTACT US AT info@ValleyAgVoice.com

Articles or commentaries are not direct opinions of 
Kern County Farm Bureau

Young Farmers & Ranchers
By Allie Cushnyr 
Chair, Kern County 
Young Farmers 
& Ranchers

May was a busy month 
for the Kern County 
Young Farmers and 
Ranchers! We had a 

successful May Social at Crusader Brewing where 

young professionals came together after a long work 
week to catch up, meet others, and have a good time. 
It has been quite some time since we have gotten 
together like this and we look forward to similar 
events in the future! Our other May event was the 
1st Annual Clay Shoot that was hosted out at 5 Dogs 
Range. We are so thankful to those who sponsored 
the event and everyone who participated! Looking 
forward to this becoming an annual event to help 
raise funds for the Kern YF&R Ag Grant.

Talking about the Ag Grant, have your kids applied 
for it yet? It’s a grant that is open to FFA & 4-H 
students who are exhibiting projects at the Kern 
County Fair this year. The applications became 
available at the beginning of May, and we will be 
accepting them until July 1st, 2021. We had quite 
a few applicants in past years, and we are looking 
forward to being able to help students fund some 
of their project costs with it again this year. Spread 
the word because there isn’t much time left to apply!

Our next meeting is on June 12th at Redhouse Beef 
at 8 AM. Their address is: 649 Enos Ln, Bakersfield, 
CA 93314. We encourage new people to come out 
if you are interested in being a part of the Kern 
County YF&R group. We do not require you to be 
a member of Farm Bureau to come to our meetings 
(but if you do decide to join, then even better!). There 
is no cost for the meeting, and if you are wondering 
if a meeting is family friendly (like bringing your 

children), just send us an email and ask! We hope to 
see you there!

Being a part of the Kern County Young Farmers and 
Ranchers comes at no cost, and we welcome everyone 
between 18-35 years old. This is a great group to be 
a part of to give back to the community, network 
with other professionals, and have a good time with 
friends. If you would like to jump on our email list to 
receive information about upcoming events, please 
reach out to us. We are also active on both Facebook 
and Instagram.

Email: kernyfr@kerncfb.com Instagram: @kern yfr
Facebook: KernYoungFarmersAndRanchers

Kern County YF&R May Social at Crusader Brewing
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By Mike McCoy 
Executive Director, 
Kern County Museum 

With the Easter season 
now safely passed, we 
can bring up the subject 
of rabbits and their 
negative impact on Kern 
County Agriculture. 

Rabbits have been part of the San Joaquin Valley 
for centuries and thrived in the wet marshy conditions 
of pre-European Central California. The native 
American tribes used small game including rabbits 
as a regular part of their diet, and their furs were 
used for clothing and bedding. With a number of 
human and animal predators in the lush valley, 
wild rabbit numbers were kept to a balanced level.

With the creation of valley farms in the 19th century, 
the rabbit population exploded. Many of their natural 
predators such as bobcats, hawks, owls and cougars 
were eliminated. Farmers laid out huge fields of 
grain and alfalfa for their dining pleasure. Their 
well-known propensity for breeding took over and 
soon the new farms were overrun with the brush 
rabbit (S. bachmani), the cottontail (Sylvilagus audubonii) 
and jack rabbits (Lepus californicus). Because of its size 
and breeding abundance, the jackrabbits were the 
most destructive.

To combat the problem, early California farmers 
organized regular rabbit hunts. These were not your 
cartoon Elmer Fudd hunters with a shot gun or small 
gauge rifle. These were large events that involved 
dozens of people. Typically, a large group of men and 
boys would create a large, fenced enclosure about 
four feet tall in the center of a mown field. They 
would then spread out in a large circle and beat the 
bushes driving the rabbits toward the fenced area. 
Soon the fenced area was filled with hundreds of 
rabbits. Boys would then club the rabbits. It was a 
wild scene and well-remembered by old timers who 
participated in the hunts in Taft, Buttonwillow, Old 
River, and the desert near Lancaster.

One observer remembered a huge rabbit drive in 
1892 near the Mountain View Dairy about 13 miles 
southwest of present-day Bakersfield. That year had 
been eight large drives in January, February and 
March. The chronicle estimates that 135,000 rabbits 
were killed in those eight drives “sparing the farmers 
in the end of the valley from surrendering their farms 
to the pests.” Rabbits still present a problem to Kern 
County Farmers but not in the locust like numbers 
of the late 19th and early 20th century.

You’ll usually find jackrabbits in open or semi-open 
areas of California’s valleys and foothills but seldom 
in dense brush. Once they find a habitat they like, 
jackrabbits are quite adaptable. In Kern County 

Bunny Bashing
Predator Control in 
Early Kern County

they are found near green belts, golf courses, parks, 
and farmland. The airport has been a popular 
habitat. They make a depression in the soil, called a 
“form,” beneath a bush or other vegetation and use 
it for hiding and resting during the day. Jackrabbits 
depend on speed and dodging to elude predators. 
In Kern County’s rural areas, there is an average 
density of about 2 jackrabbits per acre, but during 
breeding season, this number can increase.

Jackrabbits breed from late January through August, 
although breeding is possible during any month 
of the year when the weather cooperates. Litters 
average between two to three young, and jackrabbits 
can have as many as six litters per year. Young 
jackrabbits are born fully furred and with their eyes 
open. Within a day after birth, jack rabbits can run 
and evade capture.

Rabbits can be very destructive in gardens, farms 
and landscaped places. They also gnaw and cut 
plastic irrigation lines, especially small diameter 
tubes. You can protect these by hanging them out of 
the reach of rabbits or by encasing them in regular 
3/4-inch PVC pipe. Most rabbit damage is close 
to the ground, except where snow allows rabbits to 
reach higher portions of plants.

For control measures, all California rabbits are game 
mammals. Farmers and their employees can control 
rabbits anytime or in any legal manner if the rabbits 
are damaging crops, landscaping, ornamental plants, 
or gardens. No license is required for the owner or 
tenant to take rabbits doing damage.

For most farmers, the best way for long term mitiga-
tion is fencing with poultry netting. Use 48-inch-tall 
wire and bury the bottom at least 6 to 10 inches into 
the ground. Bending a few inches of the fence bottom 
outwardly will further deter rabbits from digging 
beneath it. Electric netting, a type of electric fence, 
also is suitable for rabbit control. It is designed for ease 
of installation and frequent repositioning. Electric 
netting is intended for temporary use is perfect for 
seasonal gardens.

Various chemical repellents can reduce or prevent 
rabbit damage. They are most useful when you 
apply them to trees, vines, or ornamentals. These 
products work by creating an unpleasant odor, taste, 
or stickiness. Research has shown that repellents 
with whole-egg solids can reduce rabbit browsing. 
Apply repellents before damage occurs, and reapply 
them frequently, especially after a rain, heavy dew, 
or sprinkler irrigation or when new growth occurs.

One night a couple years ago, I was playing in a night 
golf tournament at the Buena Vista golf course using 
golf balls that lit up. My friend and I rode the cart 
over a hill and the entire ground began to move. 
The green was filled with hundreds and hundreds 
of rabbits. We sat in the cart marveling at seeing a 
thousand rabbits in one place. No wonder the greens 
were so closely clipped. Time for a round up?

Thanks to the University of California Davis for the information 
on rabbits and the Morning Call Newspaper for accounts of 
early hunts.

An early rabbit roundup in the Buttonwillow area in the 1930’s 
(Kern County Museum)

formed the South Valley Water Resources Authority 
and their managers have been tackling this problem 
for several years now. With the financial support of 
their water districts’ boards and the farmers that 
contribute financially to those districts, they have 
come up with an intriguing solution.

Conventional fish screens are located on the side of the 
water column and have a number of problems. The 
speed at which water approaches the screens must be 
sufficiently slow so that young fish don’t get pushed up 
against the screens and die. The holes must be small 
enough so that fish don’t go through them, and if 
the holes are that small, they are always clogging up, 
which means they have to have an automatic cleaning 
system. And of course, they can’t be made of regular 
steel, because that would rust. The use of vertical 
fish screens has resulted in expensive but not entirely 
satisfactory diversions. So, what is the alternative?

The answer the water district managers came up 
with was to diver the water from the bottom of the 
water column, not the side, dubbing this concept 
“Fish Friendly Diversions.” Imagine a number of 
perforated pipes buried in the substrate of a river 
(see Figure 1). Many farmers are familiar with a tile 
drain system, and that’s essentially what this is. The 
water is taken from underneath the water column 
creating a physical barrier between the fish and the 
pipes. But that is not why the system works so well. 
Fish, even the most delicate of fish–delta smelt only 
a few days old–have a natural buoyancy. They don’t 
sink but remain in the water column, so long as the 
downward velocities are sufficiently slow.

Water Diversions
Continued from PAGE 1

The concept of diverting water from the bottom 
of the water column in sensitive ecosystems is not 
new. The concept is currently in use in at least four 
rivers in California, and in the United States has 
been used to supply some communities with water 
for more than eight decades. But these facilities are 
typically very expensive to build, requiring horizontal 
boring underneath the body of water. But several 
rivers in the San Joaquin Valley have reaches that 
are not wet all year round, meaning that facilities 
could be constructed when that reach of the river 
is dry, making construction far cheaper. With the 
right media covering the pipes, it is estimated that 
an acre of fish friendly diversions could divert 60cfs. 
Construction during dry conditions also works in the 
Delta where these facilities can be constructed on 
subsided islands and then portions of exterior levees 
removed to allow the free flow of water across the 
pipes and protective media (the infiltration gallery).

Fish Friendly Diversions are intended to complement, 
not replace, other Delta Conveyance Facilities 
currently under consideration. A delta tunnel, for 
example, offers water quality and security that Fish 
Friendly Diversions cannot provide but at an expense 
that many in agriculture find difficult to afford.

The investigation of Fish Friendly Diversions to date 
has been funded by the South Valley Water Resources 
Authority whose members receive water from the 
State Water Project. They have expended more 
than $1million on teams of consultants to develop 
the concept and the work continues. Their progress 
is a testament to what can be achieved by working 
together to develop innovative solutions to address 
some of our most challenging issues.

Project concept for the Delta. Infiltration beds - large areas with buried perforated pipe - could be constructed on subsided Delta islands. Tidal and 
river flows would pass over the infiltration galleries so there is no “dead-end”. Rather the facility would appear to fish like any other Delta channel. As 
pumps operate, water flows from the infiltration beds into collector channels, through a main pump station and into conveyance facilities for delivery. 
The infiltration galleries could be constructed in pairs to allow one gallery to be closed for maintenance while the other one continues to operate.
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Our team of skilled professionals are available to help you identify a strategy for your 
individual and agribusiness goals. We help you navigate through complex agricultural 
financing and tax-deferred property exchange solutions. 

• Mission Bank 1031 Exchange has managed over $1 billion in exchange transactions
• Deposits are held at Mission Bank where strength, security and safety are foremost
• Easy access to exchange transaction activity and monthly bank statements
• Mission Bank provides loans to help accommodate 1031 Forward or Reverse Exchanges
 
Together, we deliver high quality people and service to get the job done. Let’s get to work!

661.859.2500  |  missionbank.com

Your Local and Trusted Partner for Ag Lending and 1031 Exchanges

Karen Clemans
1031 Exchange Officer

661.321.4820

Savannah Nunn
1031 Exchange Associate

661.859.2504

Rob Hallum
Ag Division Manager

661.859.2505

Mike Martens
Ag Relationship Manager

661.630.4903

Local Cannabis Industry Operator Celebrates Industry Holiday 
in Style of the event was a curiosity for many attendees, the 

organization made the right choice in minimizing 
external contamination in a highly sanitary and highly 
sensitive indoor growing environment.

The company rolled out the red carpet for a fancy, yet 
inviting, event that drew a large and diverse crowd, 
showing the transformation of the cannabis industry 
here in Kern County. From business suits to Vans and 
jeans, every segment was represented at the event where 
the burgeoning local cannabis industry combined with 
the philanthropic nature of our community. With all 
proceeds of the event benefiting a worthy cause in 
seeking to improve recreation facilities in the City of 
Arvin, 420 Kingdom wanted to set a different tone for 
this event by focusing on creating a fun, lighthearted 
atmosphere at the event that emphasized the positive 
outcomes of the funds collected at the event.

“It was an amazing event to show the generosity of the 
local cannabis community, the 420 Kingdom family 
and the community at large,” said Hitchcock. “Not 
only was it an entertaining and informative evening 
for people who are new to the industry or are seasoned 
veterans, but it was a chance for cannabis business 
to make a direct impact to support local parks and 
children’s sports while showcasing how their operation 
can give back within the community.”

Events like this one show that the cannabis industry 
can take a firm grounding in communities and act as a 
steward of the community in which they operate. 420 
Kingdom made a point in this event to showcase the 
possibilities of a thriving, legal and licensed cannabis 
marketplace in our community and how industry 
operators can bring the fun and entertainment through 
events while also making a direct impact on the 
communities where they operate.

By Geoffrey Taylor, MA 
Hemp Contributor, 
Valley Ag Voice

It was a royal affair at 
the 420 Kingdom “The 

King’s Court” event hosted by the local cannabis 
industry operator as a way to celebrate a longstanding 
cannabis holiday known as 4/20 while working to 
benefit the City of Arvin and provide guests with a 
luxurious and relaxing environment to unwind and 
enjoy the evening’s offerings.

As much of Kern County is a wasteland in the cannabis 
industry, a beacon of hope shines from the fields of 
Arvin, showing that a thriving and vibrant commercial 
cannabis industry is one ordinance away in most 
localities. 420 Kingdom and its parent company 
Nature & Life Farms, are forging ahead in an industry 
that many local leaders would like to see remaining 
in the shadows of sketchy illegal dispensaries hidden 
in local strip malls and back alley cannabis sales that 
remain remnants of an unregulated past.

While the City of Arvin has been very progressive in 
their commercial cannabis ordinance and allowing 
for cannabis businesses to establish themselves in the 
community, 420 Kingdom, a cannabis cultivation, 
delivery dispensary and manufacturing company based 
in the city, recently held a massive celebration event to 
commemorate the 4/20 holiday while raising valuable 
funds to donate to the Arvin Parks and Recreation 
Department to benefit the Arvin baseball fields.

“Events like this show that cannabis industry operators 

can be philanthropic and contributing members of the 
communities where they operate,” said Brett Hitchcock, 
a representative of cannabis brand Stick-E-Vape and 
cannabis industry veteran. “Working with companies 
like 420 Kingdom and seeing the impact they make 
on the community is an important part of establishing 
this industry as a part of the business and philanthropic 
communities where cannabis industry business owners 
and employees live and work.”

The event, called “The King’s Court,” was held in 
Arvin on April 20, 2021, next door to the company’s 
Arvin cannabis business facility and hosted over 400 
guests over the course of the evening’s celebration. 
Vendors from across the industry were showcasing 
their products to attendees including leading brands 
such as Stiiizy, Kindly, Mohave Cannabis Co., Stick-
E-Vape and others were offering samples, gear and 
other goodies to those in attendance. Attendees were 
treated to an evening of live music, entertainment and 

DJ’s, good company, superb bar service and mingling 
amongst Bakersfield and Kern County business and 
community leaders in attendance at the event.

“As King’s Court comes to a close, the real work is 
now starting. The reason for all of this was for the 
local community and the kids, to give them a fun 
and safe park to enjoy and where we can see how our 
operations make a direct impact on the residents of 
Arvin,” said Jordan Thorn, Vice President of Retail 
at 420 Kingdom. “This community has welcomed 
us and opened their arms to our business. So, it’s our 
time and our turn to return the kindness that the 
community has shown us.”

Originally the event was scheduled to host a tour of the 
company’s large-scale cannabis cultivation facility, the 
tour had to be cancelled due to the large number of 
guests in attendance and the potential of contamination 
within the growing environment. While this aspect 

“The King’s Court” (Mike Lopez Photography)
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politicians in awkward hypocrisy for years. I am 
calling these extreme environmental and climate 
policies “luxury crises.” Only comfortable societies 
with extremely comfortable elites pursue changing 
things that they can’t be sure that they effect in the 
first place. It requires shelter, air conditioning, heat, 
clothing, refrigeration, and a full belly to get to a 
point in your luxury that you can now be concerned 
about cow belches and carbon emissions possibly 
causing the temperature to rise one half of a degree 
in the next century. If you are not sure whether it 
is a luxury crisis, try explaining it to a person who 
isn’t sure where their next meal is coming from or 
a person shivering in the cold or sweltering in the 
sun. Explain to a person challenged with hunger 
or exposure to the elements how imminent the 
devastation of a one-degree temperature change is 
in this luxury crisis; it probably will be a tough sell.

Regardless of the absurd politics and science of man-
made climate change, will we ever see a politician 
lead from the front and walk the climate friendly 
tight rope they want all of us to walk? President Biden 
has his climate commitments and has banned new 
oil and gas production on federal lands. Will we 
see him park Air Force One? Will he turn off the 
heat and cooling in the White House? Or is climate 
discomfort only for the masses and not the elite? 
Governor Newsom has ordered that oil and gas 
extraction in California be phased out. A horrible, 
painful decision, but a true leader will not send his 
troops into danger without leading them. So, Gavin 
must park the jet and the heating and cooling.

The negative consequences of an attack on fossil 
fuels goes way beyond the oil industry. The negative 
environmental impacts of a world without fossil fuels 
is abundant. As we watch diesel powered semi-trucks 
haul loads of cattle away from drought-stricken 
California ranches, we would have to be asinine to 
think of a world prior to fossil fuel powered trucks 
or even before trains. Droughts have always been a 
part of life, but the effects of drought on the landscape 
and animals prior to the era of fossil fuel powered 
transport for livestock was a scene of overgrazing, 
starving animals, and often euthanasia. Beyond the 
commerce, comfort, and food availability that fossil 
fuels have created, there is also the environmental 
benefit. 

I strongly oppose an attack on fossil fuels, but if naive 
politicians insist, I must ask them to lead from the 
front and not dictate to others what they will not 
do themselves. Park it. Lead from the front, show 
us a fossil fuel free life. Park the jet, park the car. As 
California’s single largest electric source is natural 
gas, park the electric car, turn off the lights, park 
the heater and the air conditioner in your house 
Mr. Governor. Park the cell phone charger and all 
plastics. I have only begun to dip into the oil impact 
on our lives, the list is extensive. I might not get on 
board ever, but until our authoritarian leaders can 
show us their oil free life, I would kindly ask them 
to park their mandates for us commoners.

(B.E. Lewis / Shutterstock.com)

OPINION: Park It
The CattlemanThe Cattleman’’s Corners Corner

By Austin Snedden 
Ranching Contributor, 
Valley Ag Voice

The history of people 
in positions of power 
asking the commoners 
to do things they aren’t 
willing to do themselves 
is not new. We are often 

enthusiastic to put “commoners” in power because 
we feel they share a common bond with us. Political 
revolutions have historically been led by people that 
the commoners identify with. Politicians have become 
wise to this idea of being one of the regulars, that is 
why you will see politicians don hunting apparel with 
store tags still in place to try to give the impression 
that they identify with “the regular guy.” You may 
see a politician butchering firearm terminology in 
an attempt to gain acceptance or showing up to an 
agriculture event in shiny, stiff cowboy boots and 
a brand new ill fitted cowboy hat. The new era of 
political elitists is often so far disengaged with the 
commoners that feeble attempts aren’t even made.
The draconian COVID restriction that California 
governor Gavin Newsom placed on residents and 
businesses is well documented. There are probably 
very few folks who are unaware of Newsom being 
found dining at a fine restaurant in violation of 
his own rules, while at the same time restaurants 
all over the state were being shuttered because 
of his authoritarian guidelines. This example of 
double standards illustrates the “do as I say, not as 
I do” behavior in a very concise way. Many of us in 
agriculture, fossil fuels, and other natural resource 
businesses have seen the double standards for years; 
however, California’s fine dining Governor may 
have shown the hypocrisy to a broader audience.
The liberal devotion to misguided environmental 
policy and climate obsession has been putting leftist 

SWC Response to Governor Newsom’s 
Expanded Drought Proclamation and 
New Drought and Water Resilience 
Funding Package supply and reliability, and flood resilience, including 

a $200 million down payment for Senator Melissa 
Hurtado’s bill, SB 559, which would establish a 
state fund for subsidence repairs to critical water 
infrastructure.

• Immediate Drought Support

• Nature-Based Solutions

“Drought doesn’t come in cycles anymore; it is our 
new normal and we should act accordingly. We 
appreciate the Governor’s actions today in proposing 
funding for critical drought-resilient projects that 
will mitigate the immediate impacts of the current 
drought as well as ensure better water management 
in the future,” said Jennifer Pierre, General Manager 
of the State Water Contractors.

“While substantial investments have been made to 
develop more local sources of water supplies and to 
implement sustainable water management practices 
throughout the state, helping to reduce the pain of 
this current drought for many of the larger urban 
areas, we must not rest on our laurels. Capitalizing 
on the immense progress Californians have made 
to reduce their annual water use, conservation must 
become our way of life if we are to successfully adapt 
to this new normal. Conservation is important, but 
it is also not enough. To secure California’s water 
future, we must continue to invest in our state’s water 
infrastructure, the storage and conveyance facilities 
that help us move and store water when its wet, for 
use when it’s not.”

Press Release Provided by State Water Contractors

On May 10, 2021 Governor Gavin Newsom an-
nounced the expansion of his April 21 Emergency 
Drought Proclamation to include the Klamath 
River, Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta and Tulare 
Lake Watershed Counties. Stopping short of a full 
statewide drought declaration, today’s emergency 
drought proclamation now places 41 counties under 
a drought state of emergency, representing 30 percent 
of the state’s population. Citing depleted snowpack 
levels in the Sierra Nevada Mountains, and an 
estimated historic 500,000 acre-feet reduction in 
available water supplies – enough water to support 
up to one million households per year – today’s 
proclamation creates increased regulatory flexibility 
that will allow our state’s water officials and public 
water agencies to more easily move and store water 
for the benefit of the people, businesses, families, 
farms and fish that depend on it.

The new $5.1 billion drought and water resilience 
package comes on the heels of today’s earlier ex-
panded drought declaration and will be folded into 
the Governor’s $100 billion California Comeback 
Plan. This latest water proposal includes a suite 
of actions designed to improve California’s water 
supply outlook and bolster resilience to the impacts 
of climate change over the next four years, including:

• Investments to support safe drinking water, water 

Governor’s Actions Point to Need 
for Long-term Water Investment

apparent Californians face a quality-of-life issue. 
We hope this is a watershed moment in which we 
realize that building, not just planning, will preserve 
that way of life,” he said.

“In addition to longer-term infrastructure needs, we 
also need to ensure family farms—and the people, 
communities and businesses that rely on them—are 
able to survive this year. We urge the governor to 
engage with family farmers, at the local level, to 
understand how best to ensure that our farms and the 
food they produce will be available to Californians 
for years to come,” Johansson said.

“Water to farms means food for families, jobs for 
farm employees and much-needed help for rural 
economies,” he said. “With predictions that climate 
change will lead to even less certainty about precip-
itation and water supplies, California must commit 
to a full-scale program to increase storage, enhance 
efficiency and create new supplies through water 
recycling and desalination.”

Press Release Provided by California Farm Bureau Federation

Actions in a widened drought emergency order issued 
today by Gov. Gavin Newsom will provide some 
short-term benefit through voluntary water transfers 
and exchanges in parts of drought-stricken California, 
the California Farm Bureau said, while the organi-
zation expressed concern about emergency powers 
granted to the state water board and re-emphasized 
the need for significant, long-term investments to 
secure future food production in the state.

“The pandemic has reinforced that farming is an 
essential business and the drought has reinforced that 
water is essential to farming,” California Farm Bureau 
President Jamie Johansson said. “We appreciate any 
effort the state can make to provide more water in 
the short term to farmers who need it. At the same 
time, we must not lose sight of existing water-rights 
priorities and the need to balance supplies for food 
production, fisheries, and cities.

“By widening the drought emergency, the governor 
has recognized the reality facing much of rural 
California: Our future is not guaranteed,” Johansson 
said. “By proposing to invest in canal repairs and 
other projects, he has shown a willingness to address 
part of that longer-term problem, but where are the 
projects the voters invested in when they approved 
a water bond seven years ago?

“Following a year of economic shutdown for our 
communities, record wildfires, blackouts on the 
state’s electrical grid and soaring home prices, it is California Governor Gavin Newsom (Chris Allan / Shutterstock.com)
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$785 million to repair vital water delivery systems that 
provide drinking water to communities throughout 
California and water to sustain the state’s leading 
agricultural economy. The funds would go to fixing 
the Friant-Kern Canal, the Delta-Mendota Canal 
and major portions of the California Aqueduct, all of 
which have degraded and are losing water as a result 
of subsidence – the actual shrinking of land.

The Senator is also a co-author of the Water Innovation 
Act of 2021, which will create the Office of Water 
Innovation at the California Water Commission--
furthering new technologies and other approaches 
within the water sector. The Senator has also introduced 
Senate Bill 464, which will expand the eligibility for state 
funded food benefits to undocumented immigrants, 
ensuring all residents can access food assistance. Senator 
Hurtado’s SB 108 which will declare it to be state policy 
that all people have access to sufficient, healthy food.

drinking water, health, jobs, and our 
food supply chain. Two-thirds of the 

nation’s fruits and nuts come from California--one-third 
of its vegetables-- and this drought, as well as the 
damage to our water infrastructure has threatened 
our ability to produce food at the volume we do. SB 
559 provides us the opportunity to not only plan for 
our future, but to protect it as well.”

“The federal and state-owned canals identified in 
Senator Hurtado’s bill are critical to California’s 
climate change resilience because they help to move 
water when it’s wet for storage and use during inevitable 
droughts,” said Jennifer Pierre, General Manager of 
the State Water Contractors. “Ignoring California’s 
conveyance subsidence problems or delaying action 
on repairs would have devastating effects on our 
economy, quality of life, climate resiliency, food security, 
ecosystem health and public safety. Most of California 
will benefit from these repairs, and together with 

federal funding and a local cost share, we have an 
opportunity with SB 559 to secure our limited water 
resources for the people, farms, businesses, ecosystems 
and disadvantaged communities that depend on it.”

“Two years ago, Senator Hurtado recognized that a lack 
of conveyance capacity was a major factor in the water 
crisis facing the San Joaquin Valley and introduced a 
bill to restore conveyance capacity in the Friant-Kern 
Canal,” said Jason Phillips, Chief Executive Officer 
of Friant Water Authority. “This year, her leadership 
is helping to address the water supply needs of more 
than 31 million Californians living in some of our most 
vulnerable communities in the San Joaquin Valley and 
Southern California. We are thankful to the Senator 
and the members of the committee who understand 
and appreciate her vision for clean drinking water and 
economic prosperity for all.”

The State Water Resiliency Act of 2021 will allocate 

Press Release Provided by Senator Melissa Hurtado

In late April, Senator Melissa Hurtado (D-Sanger) 
released the following statement after her bill, SB 
559—the State Water Resiliency Act of 2021—was 
approved by the Senate Natural Resources and Water 
Committee by a 6-0 vote:

“We are on the verge of a global food crisis and 
Californians can avoid by learning from the crisis in 
1974,” said Senator Hurtado. “Hunger and famine 
are not just a reality in some far away land anymore, 
it could be a real possibility for Americans if we fail 
to be proactive. The State Water Resiliency Act of 
2021 will provide much needed funding for canal 
conveyance repairs throughout the Central Valley that 
will impact more than 31 million Californians. These 
projects represent access and reliability of clean, safe, 

Hurtado Bill to Repair and Restore State Water Project and Central 
Valley Project Infrastructure Passes Senate Natural Resources and 
Water Committee 6-0

Report. While the Subjective Forecast provides an 
initial 2021/2022 crop estimate, the Objective Report 
will provide an estimate based on actual almond counts 
using a more statistically rigorous methodology to 
determine yield.

The 2021 California Almond Objective Report will 
be released on Monday, July 12, at 9:00 a.m. PT. 
USDA-NASS produces the Objective Report, the 
Subjective Forecast and the Acreage Report to provide 
the California almond industry with the data needed 
to make informed business decisions, and thanks all 
farm operators, owners and management entities for 
their time in providing the information necessary to 
create these reports.

a crop – were reported at 1.25 million acres, up 5.9 
percent from the previous year. USDA-NASS also 
estimated preliminary bearing acreage for 2021 at 
1.33 million acres.

“What we’re seeing with this report is a forecasted 
continuance of high yields,” said Richard Waycott, 
president and CEO of the Almond Board of California 
(ABC). “Water availability will be the principal concern 
on growers’ minds as they continue to grow this crop. 
We look forward to the outcome of the Objective Report 
to see if it corroborates this estimate.”

The first of two production reports for the upcoming 
crop year, the Subjective Forecast is based on opinions 
from a phone survey of randomly selected almond 
growers located throughout the state. It was conducted 

from April 19 to May 6. USDA-NASS asks individual 
growers their total almond yield per acre from last year 
and their expected yield for the current year based on 
field observations.

The sample of growers interviewed is grouped by size 
of operation, and different people are surveyed each 
year to ensure grower representation throughout the 
Central Valley. USDA-NASS combines all the yield 
estimates and extrapolates the numbers reported in 
the Subjective Forecast.

In July, USDA-NASS will release its second production 
estimate, the 2021 California Almond Objective 

Press Release Provided by Almond Board of California

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) National 
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) is predicting an 
increase in the California almond crop. The USDA-
NASS 2021 California Almond Subjective Forecast 
estimates California almond orchards will produce 
3.2 billion pounds of nuts this year, up 3 percent from 
last year’s 3.12 billion-pound crop. Forecasted yield is 
expected to reach 2,410 pounds per acre, 3 percent 
lower than the 2020 yield of 2,490 per acre.

This forecast comes about three weeks after USDA-
NASS released the 2020 California Almond Acreage 
Report, which estimated total almond acreage for 
2020 at 1.6 million acres, up 5.3 percent from 2019. 
Bearing acres – orchards mature enough to produce 

USDA-NASS Forecasts Larger Almond Crop

Rewind 98.1 FM is your source for Daily AG news!
From 4am-6am you can listen to daily Market report updates 

from our “Market Line” and the award-winning
“Line on Agriculture report”. Rick Worthington can catch you up 

on daily Cattle and Dairy info with the “Farm & Ranch report”.

DAILY AG NEWS

Join us Monday-Friday 4am-6am for the valley’s largest
AG radio programs only on Rewind 98.1 FM

Farm, Ranch and Transitional Use Properties

When it is time to sell your farm there is only 1 decision! 
Pearson Realty a Tradition in Trust Since 1919

FARMLAND      PRICED REDUCED $17,000/AC 
20+-acres, Kern Delta Water Dist, Kern Island Utility water,  
south Bakersfield
LAND  $2,500±/AC 
80± acres, poss bee-keeping,  dry farming, mitigation,  open 
space, recreation, or solar Buttonwillow Area, near Nwy 5

ALMONDS AND OPEN GROUND NEW LISTING $27,289+-/AC
111.42+- ac, 1 well, 1 domestic well and 3.14 AF Wheeler Ridge 
Maricopa WSD contract water, Grade 1 Excellent Soils
LAND OPPORTUNITY $16,635±/AC 
150.29± acres, close to PGE sub-station, natural gas 
main line, high transmission power lines traverse the site. 
Buttonwillow, CA

ALMONDS       SALE PENDING 
154.82 ac, 1 well, Arvin Edison WSD contract water, 
Grade 1 Excellent Soils

DRYLAND  PRICED REDUCED $2,250±/AC 
160 acres, mostly grade 1 soils, Near Valley Acres

ALMONDS & PISTACHIOS   PRICED REDUCED $23,950±/AC 
205.21± ac, Semi-Tropic WSD & well water, good soils, 
strong yields, Shafter Area.

FARMLAND SOLD 
250.95+-acres, farmland, Grade 1 soils, Lemoore Canal & 
Irrigation Co service area, with water stock available. Hanford area

ALMONDS SALE PENDING 
631.12± ac, wells and Semi-Tropic WSD non contact service, 
Productive soils, Wasco Area

ALMONDS PRICE REDUCED $15,250±/AC
959.54± ac, wells and Semi-Tropic WSD non contact service, Productive soils

PISTACHIOS   SOLD 
1827.34+- acres, planted to 1,194.01+- acres pistachios and 
633.33+-acres farmland, Corcoran Irrigation District water. W. Corcoran Area

4900 California Ave 210B, 
Bakersfield, CA 93309

www.pearsonrealty.com

KAMERON M. STEWART 
kstewart@pearsonrealty.com

661.809.1817

ROBB M. STEWART, AFM
rstewart@pearsonrealty.com

661.303.2930

CalBRE Lic.#000020875
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2021 Garces 
FFA Banquet

star chapter farmers. The night began with the current 
officer team opening the event and concluded with 
the newly elected officers closing the banquet. The 
chapter’s fair exhibitors also received recognition for 
persevering through the adversities this year’s Kern 
County Fair presented. Even through the difficulties, 
the Garces FFA chapter participated in numerous 
competitions and events, and every contributor was 
spotlighted during the banquet. All of the members 
were awarded for their outstanding accomplishments 
and commitment to the Garces FFA program.

The banquet was also an opportunity for the Garces 
FFA family to gather and celebrate their successful 
year. Members and their families were able to come 
together to share in a delicious meal catered by Luigi’s 
and some flavorful barbecue prepared by our FFA 
dads, followed by some fresh home baked cookies. 
The entire event was run by the 2020 officer team, 
the upperclassmen, and their dedicated advisor, 
Ashleigh Rossi, who kept the night running smoothly 
and helped organize everything.

“Our members work hard towards this event all 
year, and it is truly rewarding to celebrate all of their 
amazing accomplishments despite this limiting year. 
I can honestly say we had very few setbacks this year 
and their awards showcase that,” stated Rossi. 

Members of every class had roles announcing awards 
and their importance, as well as introducing other 
speakers. Special members of the community also 
attended the event to give out individual awards. Each 
speaker could choose their walk-up song, and music 
was heard all throughout the night. The members, 
their families, and their supporters were all applauded, 
and all received the recognition they had truly earned. 
Everyone was able to enjoy an exciting night of awards, 
food, family, fun, and most of all FFA.

By Jordan Van Skike, 2021–2022 FFA Chapter 
Reporter, Garces Memorial High School

May 13th marked the Garces Memorial FFA’s second 
and a half annual FFA banquet. Last year the event 
was downsized to a drive-through due to COVID-19, 
but even then, the chapter made the best of it. This 
year, however, the chapter was able to hold an all-out 
award ceremony outdoors. Garces FFA was able to 
highlight the members’ boundless involvement and 
achievements. Their theme for the night was “rise,” 
which members had clearly demonstrated throughout 
this year, rising above limitations. This night gave 
the chapter the opportunity to recognize not only 
the immense accomplishments of its members but 
also to show their appreciation for their benefactors. 
The chapter acknowledged their supporters for all of 
their encouragement and help throughout this year’s 
challenges. The banquet gives everyone a chance to 
be rewarded for their hard work and contributions 
to the Garces FFA.

The Garces members have gone above and beyond 
this year; they have proved themselves to be valuable 
members of the agriculture community and extraordi-
nary citizens as a whole. Some of the awards presented 
ranged from completion of an individual’s SAE all the 
way to completion of the program. Others included 
character virtue awards such as knowledge, faith, 
compassion, and justice which the FFA is built on. 
But it did not end there, still others were presented for 
high achieving degree awards, star greenhands, and 

Garces Memorial FFA students (Karin Magar)
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We specialize in helping our clients
cut through the red tape of government!

Land Use Consulting
Government Relations & Public Affairs

We will help you with all of your Government Affairs needs.
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that impact your business.

Consulting-CommonSense.com  •  661.203.1838

THE GOVERNMENT
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Contact American Ag Today
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Jose Ramirez proudly displays his COVID-19 Vaccination Record Card (The Wonderful Company)

Wonderful Pistachios Sponsors 
Champion Professional Boxer 
Jose Ramirez in Upcoming Title 
Belt Fight

way during this hard time; thank you. And thank you 
to Wonderful Pistachios for continuing to support my 
dreams in the ring and in my community.”

More than 86% of The Wonderful Company 
employees in California’s Central Valley have now 
been vaccinated, as the company helped ensure 
Central Valley communities, who have often been left 
behind, have access to the COVID-19 vaccine. The 
partnership with Ramirez helped spread the message.

These efforts will be showcased in an upcoming 
installment of the ESPN docuseries “Blood, Sweat, 
and Tears,” which will feature a behind-the-scenes 
look at Ramirez’s life leading up to the fight, including 
footage captured in his hometown. Ramirez vs. 
Taylor (Part 1) airs May 9 on ESPN2 at 4 p.m. ET/ 
1 p.m. PT, with Part 2 debuting on May 16 at 8 p.m. 
ET / 5 p.m. PT.

Wonderful Health & Wellness clinics in Delano and 
in Lost Hills, California, are open to anyone 16 and 
older to receive the COVID-19 vaccine. Anyone 
interested can schedule a free appointment by calling 
661-720-2660.

Ramirez (26-0, 17 KO) first claimed WBC gold in 
2018 by defeating Amir Imam and has successfully 
defended the title three times (vs. Antonio Orozco, 
Jose Zepeda and Maurice Hooker). Most recently, 
Jose Ramirez defeated Viktor Postal on Aug. 29, 
2020, to retain his WBC/WBO junior welterweight 
titles in a fight where Ramirez was also sponsored by 
Wonderful Pistachios. More details about his fight 
stats are available via Top Rank.

Press Release Provided by 
The Wonderful Company

Wonderful® Pistachios, long-time 
supporter of championship boxer 
Jose Ramirez, is proud to sponsor 
him in the ring once again as 
he faces Josh Taylor on May 
22 for the junior welterweight 
unification title, Ramirez’s biggest 
fight yet. If victorious, Ramirez 
would become the first Mexican 
American junior welterweight 
boxing champion and only the 
second undisputed junior welterweight champion of 
the four-belt era. The main event fight will take place 
at The Theater at Virgin Hotels in Las Vegas and 
will be broadcast live on ESPN and ESPN Deportes 
(simulcast on ESPN+) on May 22, 2021 at 8:30 pm 
ET/5:30 pm PT.

Leading up to the fight, Ramirez, a Central California 
native from Kings County, and son of agricultural 
workers, partnered with Wonderful to ensure farm 
workers were supported during the pandemic. On 
March 22, Ramirez addressed employees at the 
Wonderful Pistachios & Almonds plant and orchards 
in Lost Hills, Calif., encouraging them to join the 
fight against COVID-19 by getting vaccinated. On 
April 16, the now-eligible hometown hero received his 
first vaccination at the Wonderful Health & Wellness 
clinic in Delano, Calif., sharing videos and photos 
from his appointment with the community to further 
encourage people to get the vaccine.

On May 22, Ramirez will proudly enter the ring 
wearing the Wonderful Pistachios logo on his shorts, 
with additional branded gear being worn by his team 
during the fight. The fight will also raise awareness 
for causes close to Ramirez’s heart.

“Now that I’m fully vaccinated, it’s a big lift off of my 
shoulders as I head into the biggest fight of my life 
because I know I’ve done my part to keep myself, my 
family and my community safe,” said Jose Ramirez, 
2012 Olympian and Unified World Champion. “I 
dedicate this fight to the farm workers in California’s 
Central Valley because they’re the true heroes who 
have maintained our food supply in a safe and steady 

Jose Ramirez and Andy Anzaldo, touring pistachio orchard (The Wonderful Company)
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The Wonderful Company Co-
owner Lynda Resnick Dedicates 
$1 Million to Inspire Fresno 
State Graduates to Engage in 
Community Service

volunteer work for Central Valley organizations. 
Graduates can visit www.wonderfulbutterflyproject.
com to match with local nonprofits and apply for 
funding once they’ve completed their community 
service hours.

“Never underestimate the powerful impact you can 
have in your own backyard. When you serve in the 
same place that you live, you build momentum, 
movements, and relationships that make an indelible 
mark on your community,” Lynda Resnick states 
in her commencement address. “We hope that this 
million-dollar gift to your classes will inspire you. 
Flap your wings, kick up dust, and bring a tornado 
of change down on anyone who tells you that it’s 

impossible to fix the world. You are the ones who 
will take to the air and inspire us all to fly higher 
once again!”

The Resnicks know from experience that local 
philanthropy has a lasting impact. Wonderful’s para-
digm- changing, place-based approach to corporate 
social responsibility is focused on education, health 
and wellness, and community building in California’s 
Central Valley, where many of its products are 
grown and where most of its workforce resides. 
Lynda Resnick personally guides The Wonderful 
Company’s corporate social responsibility efforts and 
hopes this accessible approach to philanthropy will 
appeal to the graduates she addresses this weekend.

About “Wonderful Butterfly Project”
The “Wonderful Butterfly Project” is a $1 million 
fund established by Lynda and Stewart Resnick to 
inspire the 2020 and 2021 graduates of California 
State University, Fresno to engage in community 
service. The name of the fund is inspired by the 
butterfly effect, a phenomenon that was first discov-
ered as part of chaos theory by Edward Lorenz, a 
mathematician who revealed through a computer 
model that the tiny flap of a butterfly’s wings in Brazil 
might start a ripple effect that ultimately caused a 
tornado in Texas. The Resnicks believe that small, 
individual actions can start a domino effect that can 
cascade into tremendous good. Learn more at www.
wonderfulbutterflyproject.com.

Press Release Provided by The Wonderful Company

During her May commencement address to the 
2020 and 2021 graduating classes of California State 
University, Fresno, Lynda Resnick – philanthropist, 
vice-chairman and co-owner of The Wonderful 
Company – is unveiling a new, $1 million fund that 
she and her husband, Stewart Resnick, established 
to inspire students to do local community service.

The $1 million “Wonderful Butterfly Project” 
fund provides up to $500 for each of the first 2,000 
graduates from the Fresno State classes of 2020 
and 2021 who complete two days of service with 
nonprofit organizations in their own communities. 
In total, the fund will generate 32,000 hours of 

Stewart and Lynda Resnick

Press Release Provided by The Wonderful Company

The Wonderful Company, the privately held, Los 
Angeles-based company dedicated to harvesting 
health around the world, announced that Margaret 
Keene has joined as Chief Creative Officer of 
the Wonderful Agency, the in-house, full-service 
advertising and marketing agency that services its 
wide range of iconic brands. Keene will start in her 
new role on May 10th and will report to Agency 
President Michael Perdigao.

Keene will lead the Agency’s award-winning creative 
team, generating and executing campaigns, concepts 
and strategies for Wonderful Halos, POM Wonderful, 

On her new appointment, Keene commented, “I am 
honored to take on this dream opportunity to help 
shape the future of Wonderful’s best in class brand 
campaigns alongside a powerhouse team that puts 
purpose and corporate social responsibility at the 
core of everything they do.”

Keene began her career at TBWA\CHIAT\DAY, 
where she spent sixteen years working on renowned 
campaigns for global companies such as Apple, 
Nissan, Mars, and Procter & Gamble. In 2011, she 
joined Saatchi & Saatchi as its first Executive Creative 
Director and led the development of the Toyota 
brand, including Toyota.com, Let’s Go Places and 
seminal brand experiences like the Toyota Tundra 
Space Shuttle Endeavor project. When MullenLowe 
U.S. opened its Los Angeles office in 2014, Keene 
proudly joined as their creative leader, where her 
clients included Acura, Patrón, California Avocados, 
Grey Goose, and Whole Foods.

Wonderful Pistachios, 
FIJI Water, JUSTIN 
& Landmark Wines, 
and Telef lora, as well 
as for corporate entities 

including Wonderful Education, Health 
& Wellness, and Philanthropy. In her new 

role, Keene will be responsible for overseeing the 
creative execution across all traditional, digital, and 
experiential advertising and marketing platforms.

“Not only has Margaret been a formidable creative 
force whose imprint has been left on many historic 
campaigns for some of the world’s best-known brands, 
she’s also the granddaughter and great granddaughter 
of California citrus growers. She truly understands 
the power and uniqueness of our brands. We are 
thrilled to welcome her to Wonderful as our Agency’s 
creative lead during a time of great growth and 
innovation across the Wonderful family of brands,” 
stated Perdigao. 

Wonderful Agency Names 
Margaret Keene as its New 
Chief Creative Officer

The Wonderful Agency’s Chief Creative Officer, Margaret Keene
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State Monitoring Confirms Low 
or No Pesticide Residues in 
Most Fruits and Vegetables

In addition to potentially losing their shipments, 
growers and distributors found in violation can face 
fines and other penalties.

For example, in 2019, DPR imposed $175,435 in 
civil penalties on a Vernon, Calif., produce distrib-
utor, Marquez Produce, Inc., for several violations 
involving importation and sales of produce with illegal 
pesticide residues. Read more about the settlement 
agreement here.

In another case, DPR fined two California strawberry 
growers whose crops contained illegal traces of the 
pesticide methomyl, which is not registered for use 
on strawberries. DPR discovered the berries during 
sampling at a Fresno grocery store. In addition to 
the fine, DPR ordered the destruction of four tons 
of tainted berries that could have otherwise been 
sold to consumers. The Santa Barbara County 
Agricultural Commissioner also ordered the growers 
to cease harvest on 11 acres of berries in the field. 
More information can be found here.

As part of enforcement activities, DPR staff also 
conduct compliance interviews with businesses found 
in violation – typically importers or growers – to 
discuss ways their business can prevent future sales 
of illegal produce.

Other Findings in the 2019 Report:
• The majority of illegal samples (83%) involved 

detection of pesticide residues with no established 
tolerance for the sampled crop, meaning any 
detected level is considered illegal.

• Of 262 organic produce samples tested, only 3 
had illegal residues.

• The number of samples of a given commodity may 
not be large enough to make generalizations about 
the pesticide residue levels for the entire volume 
of a commodity in trade.

Press Release Provided by Department of Pesticide Regulation

A newly released Department of Pesticide Regulation 
report should ease concerns of California consumers 
unsure about pesticide residues in fresh fruits and 
vegetables.

The 2019 California Pesticide Residue Monitoring 
Program Report shows that 96 percent of fresh-pro-
duce samples collected by DPR scientists in 2019 had 
either no detectable pesticide residues, or amounts 
below safety thresholds (“tolerances”) established by 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

“This program is a vitally important tool for helping 
to ensure the safety of California’s food supply of fresh 
fruits and vegetables, whether imported from other 
countries or grown in our state,” said DPR Director 
Val Dolcini. “It’s useful as a deterrent to bad actors 
and it’s also a helpful way to educate growers about 
what is and isn’t acceptable for use in California.”

The findings are based on 3,274 samples of fruits and 
vegetables gathered throughout the year by DPR at 
nearly 500 different stores, distribution centers and 
outdoor markets statewide. Samples are analyzed at 
California Department of Food and Agriculture labs, 
which test for nearly 500 different types of pesticides 
and pesticide-breakdown products.

In all, 137 samples (4 percent) contained illegal 
residues, meaning they contained products prohibited 
from being used on certain crops, or had levels of 
otherwise allowable pesticides that exceeded EPA 
tolerances. The highest number of violations involved 
imported dragon fruit (25), followed by chayote fruit 
(9), and tomatillos (9).

When illegal residues are detected, DPR traces the 
suspect crop through its lines of trade – from store 
shelves, to shippers, to importers or growers. Tainted 
products are quarantined and subject to destruction. 

The 2019 California Pesticide Residue Monitoring Program Report shows that 96% of fresh-produce samples collected in 2019 had 
either no detectable pesticide residues, or amounts below established safety thresholds (Ekaterina Pokrovsky / Shutterstock)

PROPERTY FEATURES

Address: 10544 Copus Road, Bakersfield, CA

Acreage: ±79.32 Acres

Water:

• Arvin Edison surface water, and deep well 
ground water. 

• Planted 2006, root stock Colt, Spacing 
18x16.

• Orchard has double line drip irrigation and 
over head sprinkler.

Asking Price: $1,800,000.00

FOR SALE 
LAND 
ADVISORY 
GROUP

I-5 CHERRIES
BAKERSFIELD, CA

Kevin Palla, AFM • 661.333.1000 
kevin.palla@paccra.com • Associate Director 

Land Advisory Group • Lic. 01514403

rings will not interfere with the vaccination area, and 
the “okay” has been given to proceed with in-person 
livestock shows this upcoming fall. 

I spoke with some young showmen and parents 
about their thoughts on an in-person show this year, 
and the major consensus is full of excitement and 
readiness. Shana Williams, a community leader of 
West Bakersfield 4-H, shared that “it will be great 
to have judges able to judge the sheep and goats like 
previous fairs. The kids are really looking forward to 
being back in the show ring.” Her daughter, Paisley 
Williams, also a member of West Bakersfield 4-H 
and dairy goat showmen, says she is “most excited 
to see [her] fair friends again and showing [her] 
little Nigerian Dwarf goat that was born last year.” 
Although they may not be able to experience the 
entire fair like usual, showmen, parents and supporters 
are all very excited to continue to show in-person.

The Kern County Fair Auction may be a different 
story. Last year, livestock shows and the fair auction 
were held virtually with video submissions and virtual 
bidding in place of shaking hands and auction blocks. 
However, considering the substantial amount of 
positive feedback regarding the virtual 2020 auction, 
the fair has decided to incorporate virtuality into this 
year’s auction as well. 

“Consumers are so conditioned to shopping online 
these days that the option for buyers to take part in 
the auction, from wherever they are located, opened 
the door to new buyers,” stated Chelsey Roberts, KCF 
head of marketing. “We received a lot of positive 

feedback from buyers who found it way easier than 
trying to figure out how to participate in the normal 
in-person auction.” A final plan outlining what pieces 
of the auction will be virtual and what will be in 
person will be worked out soon in the upcoming 
KCF board meetings. 

Some may be weary of fully in-person events, but 
many others know a real livestock show means the 
world. Its unfortunate that we still cannot get fully back 
into the swing of things, and for those not involved 
with livestock, this will be another year without our 
wonderful Kern County Fair. Fortunately, progress 
is starting. We might not have a whole fair this year, 
but we are lucky to have a piece of it and there is only 
more to come.

Fair Cancelled
Continued from PAGE 1

Paisley Williams and her dairy goat, Twinkle, focus in on the 
judge during a showmanship class at the Kern County Fair 
(Shana Williams)
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MORGAN HOUCHIN
TechAg Financial Group, Inc.

3430 Unicorn Road, Bakersfield, CA 93308

CA Broker DRE No. 01865336

Mob: 661-477-3669 | Off: 661-695-6500 | eFax: 661-384-6168
MHouchin@TechAg.com | TechAgFinancial.com

FEATURED LISTING

648.87 +/- Acres of Open Farmland in Wheeler Ridge Maricopa Water Storage District
Asking Price: US$11,030,790.00

follow @techagfinancial Podcast available on

FOR MORE INFO, VISIT US ONLINE AT TECHAGFINANCIAL.COM

FOR 
EVERYTHING 

UNDER 
THE SUN

Importer-controlled Cattle Exceed 
Purchases in Domestic Negotiated 
Cash Market
Press Release Provided by R-CALF USA
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
recently completed its reapportionment of the 
National Beef Checkoff Program to determine 
how many cattle are controlled by each of the states, 
which then determines the number of directors each 
state has on the Beef Checkoff Program’s Cattlemen’s 
Beef Board (CBB). It also determines the number of 
live cattle and cattle equivalents (i.e., beef volume 
converted to cattle numbers) that importers control.
The USDA counts live cattle imports and then adds 
another head for each 592 pounds of imported beef 
to calculate the total number of cattle controlled 
by importers.
The recent reapportionment reveals that importers 
control 6.8 million cattle, the largest cattle inventory 
of any state except the state of Texas.

Concerned that control of such large numbers of 
imported cattle by beef packers and other importers 
are contributing to today’s dysfunctional cattle 
market, R-CALF USA compared the number of 
importer-controlled cattle to the volume of fed cattle 
sold in the domestic negotiated cash market last 
year, when the volumes in that market fell to their 
second-lowest level since the market crash of 2015.

As depicted in the chart below, in 2020 the beef 
packers and other importers controlled far more 
live cattle through imports than the beef packers 
purchased in the industry’s price discovery market 
– the domestic negotiated cash market.

R-CALF USA director Brett Kenzy, a central 
South Dakota cow/calf producer, backgrounder 
and feeder, explains the significance of this finding 
for the U.S. cattle market:

See CATTLE on the PAGE 18

Farm Bureau President 
Urges Additional Flexibility 
in Conservation Programs
Press Release Provided by California Farm Bureau Federation
Land that produces food and farm products also pro-
vides crucial conservation and climate benefits—and 
federal conservation programs must focus on keeping 
working lands working, according to California Farm 
Bureau testimony before a congressional subcommittee 
on May 12th, 2021.

California Farm Bureau President Jamie Johansson 
testified virtually before the U.S. House Agriculture 
Subcommittee on Conservation and Forestry.

Johansson said the California Farm Bureau supports 
participation by farmers, ranchers and foresters in 
voluntary, climate-smart practices that sequester 
carbon, reduce greenhouse gas emissions and build 
climate resilience.

“Our farmers and ranchers have a proven track 
record of doing more with less,” he said, noting farmer 
investments in water recharge, irrigation efficiency, 
energy conservation, cleaner-running farm equipment 
and numerous other on-farm conservation practices.

“With so much already happening at the field level, 
it is important to consider how new federal policies 
and programs will overlay with existing state climate 

programs and grower-led initiatives,” Johansson said.
To achieve the best results, he said, federal conserva-
tion programs must retain and enhance their flexibility 
to incorporate all crop types and farm sizes. Practices 
encouraged by the programs must be “broad and 
outcome-based,” Johansson said, “emphasizing a 
list of options as opposed to a prescriptive checklist.”
Noting that he and his family have been forced to 
evacuate due to wildfires on three separate occasions, 
Johansson urged the subcommittee to include forestry 
and grazing practices as strategies to restore forest 
and rangeland health, and to ensure sufficient disaster 
assistance for farmers and ranchers.
In encouraging long-term adoption of climate-smart 
agricultural practices, financial and technical assis-
tance to farmers and ranchers must be “consistent, 
sustainable and long term,” he said.
“To further the adoption of on-farm climate-smart 
practices, we must not only compensate early adopters 
but also consider the economics of the farm and 
assist those being expected to do more,” Johansson 
concluded. “Only in working together can we achieve 
solutions that make agriculture more climate resilient 
while remaining viable.”

Irrigation sprinklers watering Southern Californian field (Eddie J. Rodriquez / Shutterstock)
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John Deere 7330 High Crop John Deere 9470RT

1-888-461-0625 ATIMachinery.com

Serving Farmers
Since 1975

ATI MACHINERY
• Challenger MT865 – MT855 – MT845 – MT835 – MT765
• John Deere 9620T – 9520T – 8430T – 8520T – 8400T
• John Deere MFWD Wheel Tractors – 275HP to 150HP
• Cat Challenger 95-85-75 Rubber Belted Tractors
• Case MX285 – MXM175 Wheel Tractors
• Cat D8K Direct Drive Mounted and Drawbar Tractors
• Cat D6C – 3 & 5 Shank Rippers - Discs

AG EQUIPMENT RENTAL

While you 
grow, grow.

DON’T GROW IT ALONE

You have enough on your plate feeding 
the world without having to worry about 
marketing materials and great design 
that sells. Good thing you can partner 
with us. While you’re hard at work 
focusing on what you do best, we help 
grow your agribusiness and raise your 
brand awareness strategically.

Call 661 489 4444  Visit TheMarcomGroup.com

Logos  Branding  Websites  Social Media  Packaging  
Marketing  Advertising  Videos  Displays  Promo Items

For more information contact us at:
Daniel Palla / Grower Relations Manager
(661) 345-6613 / daniel@jssalmonds.com

www.jssalmonds.com

5600 Norris Road 
Bakersfield, CA 93308 

 (661) 328-5755

Our goal is to highlight the great work our
growers put into growing their almonds.

At JSS Almonds we work diligently to deliver
continuously competitive and profitable returns

to our growers.

For more information contact us at:
Daniel Palla / Grower Relations Manager
(661) 345-6613 / daniel@jssalmonds.com

www.jssalmonds.com

5600 Norris Road 
Bakersfield, CA 93308 

 (661) 328-5755

Our goal is to highlight the great work our
growers put into growing their almonds.

At JSS Almonds we work diligently to deliver
continuously competitive and profitable returns

to our growers.
For more information contact us at:

Daniel Palla / Grower Relations Manager
(661) 345-6613 / daniel@jssalmonds.com

www.jssalmonds.com

5600 Norris Road 
Bakersfield, CA 93308 

 (661) 328-5755

Our goal is to highlight the great work our
growers put into growing their almonds.

At JSS Almonds we work diligently to deliver
continuously competitive and profitable returns

to our growers.

Farm Bureau: Details Will 
Determine Impact of Federal 
‘30 x 30’ Plan

Press Release submitted by California Farm Bureau Federation
Noting that climate goals outlined in early May by the 
Biden administration will have real, on-the-ground 
implications for farmers and ranchers, the California 
Farm Bureau urged the administration to listen to 
farmers’ and ranchers’ voices as it fleshes out its “30 
x 30” plan.

California Farm Bureau President Jamie Johansson 
said the administration’s plan appropriately acknowl-
edges the role farmers, ranchers and foresters already 
play and can play in addressing climate change, but 
said that acknowledgment must carry through as the 
plan is implemented.

“The voluntary efforts California farmers already 
perform—such as cover cropping, no-till farming and 
the establishment of land-conservation tools such as 
easements—should be accounted for as government 
agencies refine working-lands policies,” Johansson 
said. “We will work with the administration to ensure 
it considers the practical implications of its policies 
for farmers and ranchers.”

The state of California has already announced its 
own intention to protect 30% of land and water by 

2030, and Johansson said farmers and ranchers have 
shown willingness to adapt as needed in response to 
climate change.
“California’s working lands represent part of the 
solution to climate goals, and the objective of climate 
policy should be to keep working lands working,” he 
said. “California farmers, ranchers and foresters are 
world leaders in promoting soil health, using water 
efficiently, enhancing wildlife and simultaneously 
producing safe, affordable food and farm products 
for consumers.”
Noting the state’s agricultural diversity, Johansson 
said California farmers and ranchers must have 
flexibility to manage land in ways that will succeed 
for their crops and employees, and for the type and 
scale of their operations.
“One-size-fits-all approaches will fail,” he said. 
“Providing farmers a menu of options most appro-
priate for their farm or ranch holds the best chance 
for success. On-farm strategies for addressing climate 
change must be backed by research and be practical 
for farmers to implement—because for farms and 
ranches to meet their conservation goals, they must 
also meet economic goals.”

The administration’s sweeping plans to protect 30 % of U.S. 
lands and ocean territories by 2030 seek to capitalize on 
natural landscapes and resources (Sabellopro / Dreamstime)
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and Olsson Engineering 
and funding from the 
Water Foundat ion, 
among other supporters. 
Use of the groundwater 
accounting platform is 
entirely voluntary.
“Our goal is to help 
groundwater managers 
more easily and cost-ef-
fectively track water use 
across their agencies and 
coordinate within and 
across basins to find the 
most effective approach 
for enabling sustainable 

groundwater management,” said Steven Springhorn, 
acting deputy director at DWR for statewide ground-
water management. “The accounting platform 
developed by EDF is a valuable tool for local decision 
making, and the Water Data Consortium is a natural 
fit for ensuring the platform meets local and state 
needs long term.”
“An accounting system is the crucial backbone 
to managing groundwater and balancing supply 
and demand — you can’t manage what you can’t 
measure,” said Christina Babbitt, senior manager of 
EDF’s California Groundwater Program. “Bringing 
groundwater supplies into balance is a challenge that 
demands new, innovative solutions and partnerships, 
like the one announced today.”
“This project is a great opportunity to build local 

State Water Agencies, CA Water Data Consortium and EDF Partner 
on Groundwater Accounting Platform and Data Standards

capacity to support data-driven water management 
decisions. We look forward to this unique partnership 
that will help state and local agencies to continue 
protecting groundwater in California.” said Tara 
Moran, president and CEO of the Water Data 
Consortium. “A common accounting platform could 
provide consistency and reduce costs for local and 
state agencies.”
The open-source platform enables water managers 
and landowners to track water supplies and use, 
create water budgets, model scenarios, and trade 
allocations of water within a district or basin. EDF, an 
international environmental organization, has been 
working with Rosedale-Rio Bravo Water Storage 
District in Kern County since 2018 to develop and 
pilot use of the platform in order to facilitate innovative 
water management and protect disadvantaged 
communities and ecosystems.
DWR and the Water Board are working with EDF 
and the Consortium to ensure that the platform is 
compatible with the online electronic portals that 
local agencies use to submit data to the state, such as 
DWR’s Sustainable Groundwater Management Act 
(SGMA) Portal and the Water Board’s Groundwater 
Extraction Annual Reporting System (GEARS).
The partners are working to expand the platform’s 
features to provide a cost-effective option for local 
agencies. State agencies do not require use of the 
accounting platform. Local agencies will continue to 
have the option to develop and use other accounting 
and trading platforms.
Under the historic Sustainable Groundwater 

Press Release Provided by Department of Water Resources
State water agencies, the California Water Data 
Consortium (Consortium) and Environmental Defense 
Fund (EDF) announced a new partnership in May 
to make an open-source groundwater accounting 
platform freely available to help groundwater 
sustainability agencies manage the transition to 
sustainable supplies.

Collaborative efforts are underway among the 
Department of Water Resources (DWR), the State 
Water Resources Control Board (Water Board), 
the Consortium and EDF to adapt and scale the 
groundwater accounting platform that was co-de-
veloped by EDF and Rosedale-Rio Bravo Water 
Storage District with technical support from Sitka 
Technology Group, OpenET, WestWater Research, 

Glen Gordon, engineering geologist with the California Department of Water Resources, cleans the tape 
used to measure the water depth at specific agricultural wells in Colusa County on March 17, 2016 (DWR)

Management Act (SGMA) of 2014, more than 250 
local agencies have been formed to bring groundwater 
basins into sustainable conditions over the next two 
decades. The law was enacted in the midst of severe 
drought in which overpumping groundwater caused 
hundreds of drinking water wells to go dry and land 
to sink, damaging canals, roads, and bridges.
Since the last drought, the state has made significant 
investments to support local groundwater sustainability 
agencies as they work to bring basins into sustainable 
conditions through a variety of approaches, including 
finding additional supplies to recharge basins; reducing 
water use through efficiency measures, changing 
cropping patterns, or strategic fallowing of farmland; 
and efficient and equitable groundwater trading.
State agencies, the Consortium, and EDF intend to 
engage stakeholders as they expand the open-source 
platform to meet local needs and define and encourage 
adoption of data standards consistent with the Open 
and Transparent Water Data Act (AB 1755).
To enable local agencies and the broader community 
to share ideas on how platform features and design can 
best accommodate local needs, a public workshop on 
the open-source accounting platform will be held on 
June 23 from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Pacific Time. 
Please register for the workshop at www.eventbrite.
com/e/public-workshop-water-accounting-and-data-
for-sgma-tickets-154031419121.
Other state efforts complement this work. DWR has 
created a Water Budget Handbook, a reference guide 

See GROUNDWATER on the NEXT PAGE
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DWR Awards $26 Million in Grants to Support Critically 
Overdrafted Groundwater Basins

Press Release Provided by Department of Pesticide Regulation
In late April the Department of Water Resources 
(DWR) awarded $26 million in grant funding 
for capital project investments to improve water 
supply security, water quality and the reliability of 
domestic wells – advancing access to safe, affordable 
drinking water.
This funding provides important assistance for 
successful local implementation of the Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Act (SGMA), which 
establishes a framework for managing the state’s 

groundwater resources and will help California be 
better prepared for longer, more severe droughts.
“California’s current drought conditions following 
a second consecutive dry year speak to the impor-
tance of managing our groundwater for long-term 
reliability,” said DWR Director Karla Nemeth. 
“Today’s funding awards further the state’s support 
for local leaders as they manage their groundwater 
supplies, particularly supporting communities at 
risk of drought impacts.”
Groundwater, an important source of water that is 
stored underground, often serves as a critical buffer 

against the impacts of drought and climate change. 
This grant funding supports projects that enhance 
groundwater quality, help make groundwater wells 
more reliable and less likely to run dry, reduce the 
risk of subsidence, increase drought resiliency, reduce 
flood risks, and create more reliable dry-year water 
supplies during future droughts.

The six awards include 16 individual construction 
projects within critically overdrafted groundwater 
basins in the Central Valley. One of the projects, 
located in Fresno County, will construct 60 wells 
that will be used to replenish depleted groundwater 
aquifers with stormwater.

An additional three projects will create infrastructure 
to use Flood Managed Aquifer Recharge (Flood-
MAR) on 45,000 acres of agricultural land in 
Madera County. Flood-MAR is an integrated 
resource management strategy that harnesses flood 
water from rainfall or snow melt and redirects it onto 
agricultural, working landscapes, and managed 
natural lands to recharge parched aquifers.

All of the awards will partially or solely benefit 
underrepresented communities that have limited 
access to safe, affordable drinking water. Funding for 
these awards was made possible by voter-approved 
Proposition 68. DWR will begin working with 
grantees immediately to develop and execute grant 
agreements. The selection of a second round of 
grants is expected to begin in spring 2022 and will 
offer approximately $70 million in competitive 
grant funding.

Groundwater recharge pond located in Coachella (DWR)

to help water managers create water budgets that 
account for historical conditions and how future 
changes to supply, demand, hydrology, population, 
land use, and climatic conditions may affect an area. 
Such budgets are useful for planning and evaluating 
potential management actions. Use of DWR’s 
handbook could help ensure consistency in the data 
that populate an online accounting platform. The 
Water Board’s GEARS platform, which will only 
be used if state intervention is triggered, can also 
inform the need for sound accounting principles as a 
key groundwater management component; carrying 
these principles to an open-access, third-party 
system will help GSAs reduce costs, communicate 
with groundwater users and other stakeholders, and 
will ultimately help implement SGMA successfully. 
Joaquin E. Esquivel, Chair of the Water Board, is a 
member of the California Water Data Consortium 
steering committee. 

The state also is weighing how to ensure that any 
groundwater trading that develops in response 
to SGMA protects disadvantaged communities, 
ecosystems, and other water users. Well-designed 
water trading programs are one of many tools 
that local agencies are considering for managing 
groundwater sustainably, and an accounting system 
is the first step for such programs.

The California Water Commission is expected 
to begin public workshops on water trading this 
summer and distill conclusions from the public 
discussions by the end of the year.

Groundwater
Continued from the PREVIOUS PAGE

BROKERS of BAKERSFIELD REALTY
(661) 327-7757     FAX (661) 663-9157

ALMOND ORCHARD
$25,043 Per Acre

81.75 Acres Famoso Area
76.85 net acres in almonds. Trees were planted in 2002. Varieties 

are 50% Nonpareil, 25% Monterey, 25% Fritz. Nemaguard 
rootstock. 99 trees per acre. Class One and Class Two soils. Two 

sources of irrigation watr. Average 1.80 acre feet per acre per year 
from Cawelo Water Storage District and pumped groundwater.
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LEAKS CAN HAVE 
A BIG IMPACT
Affects system pressure 
Affects uniformity wastes 
Causes field damage 
Impacts tree health

Want a FREE Distribution 
Uniformity Test?

Contact
fieldoutreach@almondboard.com
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The Best Ways to Get Moving 
More with California Almonds, 
Charity Miles and Health & 
Wellness Coach, Massy Arias

in! When we fuel our body with the right nutrients, 
the possibilities are endless, but above all, we feel 
good and want to do good for others.

“Your overall wellness is directly connected with 
your daily choices. Be conscious about the snacks you 
eat and your daily movement. Almonds can be the 
first step to the best version of yourself,” said Massy. 
“When we are feeling our best, we can influence 
those around us to come together as a community 
and accomplish GREAT things. California Almonds 
has partnered with an organization that gives back, 
while you join a community that’s got your back – as 
we all work towards being our best selves.”

Today, Massy speaks candidly about her past, 
highlighting how she overcame her challenges by 
changing her lifestyle, focusing on consistent training 
and understanding that her body needs nourishing 
foods. You can reach new heights by providing your 
body with the right nutrients to keep moving as you 
help your community along the way with California 
Almonds. 

Fuel up on almonds and kick off your movement 
goals with a virtual beginner’s workout and stretch 
session, featuring Massy Arias at www.facebook.
com/events/345162630112609/.

Read more about Massy Arias and peek at some 
of Massy’s favorite recipes for tasty and easy-
to-make snacks and lunches at www.almonds.
com/why-almonds/almond-living-magazine/
be-your-best-you-almonds-and-trainer-massy-arias.

For more information about California Almonds and 
Massy Arias’ simple, yet delicious recipes, please visit 
almonds.com. For more information about Charity 
Miles, please visit charitymiles.org.

Press Release provided by Almond Board of California
With the summer season and warmer weather upon 
us, we can give ourselves permission to embrace the 
great outdoors and challenge ourselves to walk, run 
or bike more than we have in the last year or so. 
Indoors or outdoors, daily movement is essential to 
our wellbeing. Fueling that daily movement is the part 
of the equation that can really make or break your 
overall mood. Plant-based, natural fuel like almonds, 
which contain protein, fiber, and energy-boosting 
nutrients, can help you feel motivated to walk further 
or run faster. 
A great incentive to move more is the ability to do 
good for your community while fitting in that daily 
walk or run. California Almonds has partnered with 
Charity Miles, a movement-tracking app where you 
can support causes through exercise. The app lets 
you log various types of exercise, from running and 
walking to dancing and biking, and select a charity 
of your choice to support with your movement count. 
As of April 2021, Charity Miles has tracked 558,240 
users who have completed 1,038,501 workouts and 
2,913,801 miles with California Almonds, and there 
is always more need out in our communities. Simply 
download the app from charitymiles.org/download/ 
to get started. 
While it may be difficult to find that initial motivation, 
Massy Arias, celebrity health & wellness coach, has 
some good starting points. Get inspired by fueling 
up on almonds and kick-starting your fitness goals 
by checking out Massy Arias’ virtual beginners 
class at www.facebook.com/californiaalmonds/
videos/1387633631575862/. Massy often reminds 
others that the gym isn’t the only outlet to get fit 
and be healthy. Whether your activity of choice is 
going on daily walks around the neighborhood or 
standing up to stretch every hour, get that movement 

The road to being your best self can start with smart snacking

Free Mulch! 
F a r m   ♦   B u s i n e s s   ♦   H o m e   ♦   G a r d e n   

  

 

Reduces Erosion  

Reduces Overexposure 

Reduces Water Evaporation 

Reduces Overwatering   

Reduces Wilting 

 
Bakersfield Compost Facility 
6 6 1 - 8 3 5 - 8 8 7 3   ♦   2 6 0 1  S  M T  Ve r n o n  AV E  

Mulch Can Help So Much! 

Available In Bulk 
E v e r y  D a y   ♦   7  A M  –  4  P M   

 

Advertising in Valley Ag Voice
is affordable and easy!

Visit ValleyAgVoice.com/rates
or call Dave @ 661-204-8160.
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PENMAX®

AGRICULTURAL WATER 
PENETRANT

Penmax® will greatly increase water 
penetration, flush salts away from the root 
zone, increase the beneficial microbial base 

and will reduce clouding and crusting. In 
permanent crops, Penmax® will move water 

8 feet vertically and 12 feet horizontally, 
which will bank water for later use.

We guarantee quality and the ability to ship the best products
in their class at competitive prices world wide.

• Penmax® (Non-Ionic)

• No pH effect on soils

• No compounds formed with hard water

• Less product required

• Penmax® enhances the activity of soil organisms

• Improves and balances the soil ecology

• Preserves soil moisture by minimizing water evaporation

• Allows water to move deeper and laterally in soils

• Helps carry excess problem salts away from roots

• Creates an improved root/soil interface

(661) 327-9604    (800) 542-6664 CA Only
WesternNutrientsCorp.com

The governor’s declaration also prioritizes transfers 
that store water for the cold-water pool behind Lake 
Shasta for fish species, and proposes a $200 million 
investment to restore conveyance facilities.
David Guy, president of the Northern California 
Water Association, said water transfers “could be really 
helpful for cold water pool management.”
Transfers, he said, “can also help other parts of the state 
that need water, and that includes, obviously, farmers.”
Guy said much transfer activity is being proposed 
on the Sacramento River, largely to the San Luis & 
Delta-Mendota Water Authority, which represents 
27 water agencies on the west side of the San Joaquin 
Valley, plus San Benito and Santa Clara counties.
Scott Petersen, director of water policy for the 
SLDMWA, said the agency has been discussing 
transfers with Sacramento River senior water rights 
holders and that he expects transfers “will play a key 
role for communities throughout the San Joaquin, 
San Benito and Santa Clara valleys.”
“Many of the growers inside of our member agency 
service area are in a really dire situation,” Petersen said.
As in the western Sacramento Valley, water contractors 
in the SLDMWA service area have been told they 
have no access to a 5% allocation announced earlier 
in the year.
“Many of our growers definitely need water now,” 
Petersen said. “Folks are fallowing acreage, and we have 
some reports of people pulling out orchards already.”
He said the SLDMWA is negotiating contracts with 
the Sacramento River Settlement Contractors. The 
purchased transfer water would be moved later in the 
year, and the water price would be almost double what 
it was last year, about $575 an acre-foot.
The governor’s drought declaration, Petersen said, 
contains positive attributes such as the streamlining 
of transfers and investments in water infrastructure. 
But, he added, the declaration also grants additional 
authority to the State Water Resources Control Board 
that “could have pretty significant implications on the 
availability of water, depending on what conditions 
may be imposed on the operations of the projects.”
Petersen said he anticipates “quite a substantial amount 
of fallowing” of farmland in the western San Joaquin 
Valley.
“At the height of the 2014-15 drought, there was 
upwards of 500,000 to 550,000 acres that were fallowed 
throughout California. I wouldn’t be particularly 
surprised to see numbers similar to that,” he said, 
adding that the severe shortages make implementing 
the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act more 
challenging.
“We should have already made investments in projects 
to build resilience to drought,” Petersen said. “That 
being said, we have an opportunity to invest in projects 
now. I believe there is a sense of urgency to finally 
move (large conveyance and storage projects) forward 
to minimize the impacts to communities, people and 
the environment.”

Irrigation Districts Look to Transfers 
as Water Dwindles
By Christine Souza, Assistant Editor, Ag Alert

Reprinted with Permission from California Farm Bureau 
Federation
With very little water to spare this drought year, water 
districts struggling with limited or no supplies look to 
their counterparts in other districts to negotiate water 
transfers to add whatever flexibility they can.
Districts on the west side of the Central Valley, both 
north and south of the Sacramento-San Joaquin 
Delta, face the prospect of receiving no water from 
the Central Valley Project.
“Water transfers are absolutely critical to preventing 
a disaster on the west side of the Sacramento Valley 
this year. Other than groundwater, it’s the only water 
many of our folks have,” said Jeffrey Sutton, general 
manager of the Tehama-Colusa Canal Authority; 
the TCCA, a joint powers authority, serves 17 water 
districts in Tehama, Glenn, Colusa and Yolo counties.
“We’re probably purchasing somewhere in the 
neighborhood of 60,000 acre-feet of water collectively, 
just to prevent a disaster,” Sutton said.
The TCCA has water service contracts with the 
CVP and the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, which 
operates the project. It started the irrigation season 
with an allocation of 5% of its contract quantity—later 
suspended due to ongoing dry conditions. That means 
the authority effectively has no CVP water allocation 
for the 150,000 acres it serves, Sutton said.
Farmers who have the ability to do so will rely on 
groundwater, he said.
“The other lifeline we have here is water transfers from 
senior water right holders on the Sacramento River,” 
Sutton said. “We are participating in a significant 
amount of transfers, some crop idling and pumping 
groundwater in lieu of surface water.”
An expanded drought declaration for 41 counties, 
announced this month by Gov. Gavin Newsom, 
intends to streamline and expedite the timeline for 
transfer approvals.
David Schaad, a farm manager and partner in a 
family farming business in Yolo County, grows rice 
and almonds and leases row-crop ground in the 
Dunnigan Water District, which receives irrigation 
water from the TCCA.
Schaad, who serves as president of the Dunnigan 
district board, said he plans to idle about 280 acres 
that would have been planted with rice. He said the 
district may benefit from purchased transfer water 
this season.
“We’ve been able to secure and purchase—and we 
hope that the water is there when we need it—an 
equivalent of about a third of what the district used 
last year,” he said, adding that the contracts would 
total about 4,500 acre-feet. “Growers within the water 
district would have to make up the difference with 
groundwater, if it’s available.”

“Beef packers are satisfying consumer beef demand 
using two inputs – cattle they slaughter and beef they 
import. But the millions of head of cattle imported in 
the form of beef are not included in the calculation of 
our shrinking domestic negotiated cash market, even 
though those imports are being used to satisfy demand 
that should be driving our domestic cattle prices.”

Kenzy says this new information means the volume 

reported by the USDA that purport to identify the 
percentage that the domestic negotiated cash market 
contributes to the packers’ total inputs is skewed 
upward because USDA ignores the millions of head 
of importer-controlled cattle that should be included 
as packer inputs.
“This shows why the 50% minimum cash purchase 
requirement contained in the Grassley/Tester bill 
(S.949) is so important,” Kenzy said adding, “It also 
shows the importance of restoring mandatory country 
of origin labeling for beef – so consumers can choose 
between beef from our domestic cattle or imported beef.”

Cattle
Continued from PAGE 12
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chairs in the family room. It has been pleasant to read 
with my husband, because that keeps me accountable 
and helps me to stay consistent. Now, the hard part 
for me is to apply what I have read.

Organized prayer time, which accompanies the 
Bible reading, is my third lesson. The pandemic 
has focused my attention to recognize the needs of 
all around me. Prayer time was easier to organize, 
because my husband and I decided to pray right after 
reading our chapter from the Bible. The “who” and 
“how” was harder to select. After about a month, I 
decided to put together a list and typed it up on the 
computer. The typed list became six pages, so we 
pray for people on one page of the list every night. 

The fourth lesson is staying in touch with my neigh-
bors. I always thought that I had great neighbors, but 
now I know so. That is because I have more social 
interactions with them. And, my neighbors are now 
names on my prayer list. For example, one of my 
neighbors fell and shattered her elbow and broke her 
foot. I started taking meals to her, because it is almost 
impossible for her to cook. (My husband appreciates 
this neighbor as our evening meals have greatly 
improved, since we started sharing with her.) This 
is a win for her and win for us. And, just this week, 
I was out cutting roses when one of my neighbors 
passed by and stopped to chat. I discovered that she 
is currently unemployed. I told her that I would pray 
for her and now her name is added to my list. (I am 
so glad that I put my list on the computer, because 
it is so easy to modify.). 

Daily prayer time has taught me that danger is 
all around us, and that is my fifth lesson. I always 
knew that danger is there, but when you are praying 
every day for people it becomes more of a reality. 
I am cognizant that I need God every day, every 

By Sandy Mittelsteadt 
Faith Contributor, Valley Ag Voice

During this difficult time of forced retreatment from 
the world, God is teaching me lessons that I would 
probably never have learned any other way.

The first thing that God is teaching me is about using 
my time. I always equated busyness with achievement 
and meeting goals. Before the pandemic, I was always 
on the go. I could not sit still except in meetings. 
Actually, I hated being still and quiet. And, I thought 
that being on the go meant I was completing tasks and 
getting stuff done. However, I seldom had anything 
to show for all my comings and goings, except a 
feeling of satisfaction when I laid my head on my 
pillow at night. Now, God is teaching me to reflect 
and ponder on things. I may not be traveling as far, 
but I am still accomplishing goals and am more 
content with my life. And, I am more appreciative 
of where I am and of the people around me. I feel 
that not being so busy has enriched my relationships 
and enhanced my life. This first lesson led me to 
realize that I need an organized Bible reading time.

Thus, an organized Bible reading time is my second 
lesson. One of the most important components to 
an organized Bible reading time is selecting WHEN 
you will read. All the Bible reading programs I have 
researched talk about rising early in the morning, 
which does not work for me since I am an evening 
person. I needed to select a specific time. Also, my 
husband wanted to join me, so we selected to read 
the Bible between 8 and 10 pm. And, we have been 
faithful almost every single evening since the pandemic 
began. We choose a book out of the Bible and read 
one chapter every night until we finish that book. 
In building a habit, we choose to sit in our rocking 

hour, and every minute of the day. Life is a gift that 
God gives me and although, danger surrounds me, 
I feel more safe and secure than ever. Could it be 
that I am more grounded in the Word of God? My 
strategies for confronting danger are to read out of 
the Book of Psalms and to stop listening to so much 
news on the TV. 

My sixth lesson is my most enjoyable one. Now I walk 
every day around our neighborhood and through the 
park. I love seeing the beautiful white egrets eating 
worms on the Hart Elementary School playground 
and the frogs at the Pin Oak Park pond. Also, on 
Sundays after church, my husband and I hike at 
Wind Wolves Preserve. What a beautiful place! 
In a way, hiking draws me closer to God. Looking 
around me at our local park and at Wind Wolves 
leaves me speechless at the beauty that God created. 
After climbing to the top of a hill, the views at Wind 
Wolves are spectacular. Hiking allows me to see the 
world as a bigger place and especially makes me 
aware of my little place in it. I see hiking as my very 
own spiritual journey. Hiking vanishes the noise all 
around me and causes me to be still before God. I 
can marvel at God and ponder on His greatness. 
Hiking shows me that God is still there and that 
God is still in control.

I saved my seventh lesson for the last, because it is the 
most important lesson I learned during the pandemic. 
Throughout everything, I am a still a sinner. Even 
staying at home and staying mostly to myself, I still 
sin. I am so aware of sin in my life right now. I pray 
God to forgive my unintentional sin, but there is 
still intentional sin. How can that be? I wrestle with 
sin and my will against God’s will in my life. James 
1:14-15 states, “but every man is tempted, when he 
is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then 

Seven Lessons I Learned During the Pandemic

Scenic Wind Wolves Preserve (Sandy Mittelsteadt)

when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and 
sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.” I pray 
every day for God to help me do better, but living 
a sinless day has eluded me. Like David, I ask God 
to renew a right spirit within me. As long as I have 
breath, I will keep asking God for forgiveness until the 
day I die. In the meantime, I have to guard my heart. 

In fact, Solomon in Proverbs states several times to 
guard our hearts. Proverbs 4:23: “Keep thy heart 
with all diligence; For out of it are the issues of life.”. 
Out of my heart comes the thoughts of my life, which 
control my attitudes. And out of my attitudes, come 
my actions. It behooves me to guard my heart is 
lesson number seven.

What lessons have you learned during the pandemic? 
I would love to read your answers. Email me at 
sandra.mittelsteadt@gmail.com and tell me your 
lessons learned and I will use your answers in a 
future column.

planipennis, into California. Emerald ash borer was 
first detected in North America in 2002 in Michigan 
and has now spread to 35 states.
The quarantine prohibits the entry into California 
of EAB and its host plants originating from any area 
where an EAB infestation exists. Specifically, articles 
and commodities covered by the quarantine include 
the following:
• Emerald Ash Borer, a harmful pest that threatens 

California’s agriculture and natural resources,
• Firewood from EAB’s primary host ash trees 

(Fraxinus species), and mixed firewood that includes 
hardwood,

• Nursery stock, green lumber, and other woody 
material from ash trees,

• Any other article, product, or means of conveyance 
that an inspector determines presents a risk of 
spreading EAB.

California Establishes Quarantine to Prevent the Introduction of the 
Emerald Ash Borer into California

Press Release Provided by Department of Food and Agriculture
A state quarantine has been declared to prevent the 
introduction of Emerald Ash Borer (EAB), Agrilus 

The exceptions to the list above are articles and 
commodities that are free of EAB upon inspection 
and determined that the article or commodity has 
been grown, produced, manufactured, and stored in 
a manner that prevents the article from presenting 
a risk of spreading EAB.

The Emerald Ash Borer is a wood-boring invasive 
beetle native to Asia and causes damage to agricultural 
and natural resources. Adult EAB feed on leaves and 
lay eggs in the bark of ash trees. The eggs hatch in 
7 to 10 days and the larvae chew through the outer 
bark into the inner, living bark of the host, where they 
begin to feed and continue to develop into adults.

The cumulative damage of EAB feeding eventually 
kills the tree. Larval EAB stay within the tree in 
which they were hatched; the adults emerge and fly 
less than half a mile to a new host. The damaging 
effect of the feeding activity can change the structure 
of whole ecosystems, such as in southeast Michigan 
where mature ash trees have largely been removed 
from the landscape due to EAB damage.

Although EAB is not yet established in California, 
the state’s olives and olive oil may be at risk, as the 
pest has been shown in experimental settings to 
infest olive trees.

EAB is primarily spread throughout the country by 
artificial movement of infested ash firewood or logs. 
Firewood is the major pathway that can artificially 
spread the pest to new areas. EAB is just one of the 
serious invasive species spread by the indiscriminate 
movement of firewood; we urge the public to “Buy 
It Where You Burn It, Don’t Move Firewood.” Visit 
www.firewood.ca.gov to learn more about how you 
can be part of the solution to this pest.

Federal, state, and county agricultural officials work 
year-round, 365 days a year, to prevent, deter, detect, 
and eliminate the threat of invasive species and 
diseases that can damage or destroy our agricultural 
products and natural environment. These efforts are 
aimed at protecting California’s natural environment 
and unique biodiversity as well as keeping our food 
supply plentiful, safe, and pest-free.

Emerald Ash Borer (Monique van Someren / Shutterstock)
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