Photo by Tony Moreno Photography · 661-703-0572

THE LOCAL VOICE FOR OUR FARMERS, RANCHERS AND DAIRY PRODUCERS SINCE 2013

VALLEYAGVOICE.COM

VOLUME 10 • ISSUE 1 • JANUARY 2021

Lucas Espericueta: “A Numbers Guy”
Aiding Farmers
is a decision filled with uncertainty, hard work, and
times of disappointment. For Lucas Espericueta, his
passion for farming came from his father, a former
migrant field worker and cotton picker mechanic
turned first generation farmer.

Espericueta’s youth was filled with helping out on
the farm after school and his passion for wrestling.
Starting at the age of ten, he raised and showed a steer
at the Kern County Fair every year through 4-H.
Lucas Espericueta joined Farm Credit West as an intern
His father encouraged him and his older brother in
wrestling and channeling their hard work ethic into
By Elizabeth Vaughn, Copy Editor, Valley Ag Voice
their success. The years spent focusing on education
and wrestling lead to acceptance to Stanford, the
There are certain moments in life where one decision
school Lucas dreamt of attending. It had everything
will pave the way for success, not just for ourselves he wanted: a wrestling program and (in his opinion) a
but for those after us. Choosing to become a farmer higher prestige than his brother’s school at West Point.

Mandarin Growers Harvest
‘Robust’ Crop
By Kevin Hecteman, Assistant Editor, Ag Alert

past weekend, and because of that, he noted, “we’ve
been able to pull a large amount of tree-ripened, sweet
fruit off the trees.”

Casey Creamer, president of California Citrus Mutual
Reprinted with Permission from the California Farm Bureau in Exeter, described this year’s mandarin quality as
Federation
“superb.”
Rich Colwell isn’t dreaming of an orange Christmas. “Sizing is good, and there’s a good quantity this year,
He’s having one right now.
compared to last year,” Creamer said, adding that
Colwell, who grows, packs and ships mandarins in he’s “just really optimistic. It’s got excellent flavor
Penryn, says his crop has been “very heavy and robust.” and should eat well.”
“We’ve been blessed with excellent weather for har- In addition, Colwell said, the COVID-19 pandemic
vesting,” he said, with only one day of rain before this
Continued on Page 9
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Espericueta recalled when he received
the confirmation: “I remember telling
my father with tears of joy, ‘We did
it! We did it!’ as I looked at his forced smile and the
sadness behind his eyes. The earth stood still as he
explained the cost of tuition and how we couldn’t
afford such a price. Turns out, farming is more than
putting a seed in the ground and watering it, let alone
doing it profitably. My hopes of financial aid were
quickly doused as FAFSA informed me I didn’t qualify
for aid. My father, like many farmers, was asset rich
but cash poor with loads of debt. Stanford offered
me a small scholarship, but it was barely enough to
pay for books.
Espericueta was finally able to convince his father
to cosign a loan in order for him to attend, recalling
how his father got rejected by five different banks
when attempting to finance the purchase of his farm.
“With a steadfast resolve, he kept looking until the
sixth bank where he found a banker who believed in

him. I reminded my father of this story and asked
him to believe in me the same way.” His father agreed
to sign, under the promise that Espericueta would
be responsible for full repayment and with the threat
of being pulled out if he dropped the wrestling team
or failed a class.
Through much hard work and dedication, Lucas
pursued his education further and graduated from
Stanford University in 2011 with a Bachelor of Arts
in Economics where he was a four-year starter and
three-year captain in Stanford’s Division 1 wrestling
program. From here, life felt a bit full circle when
Lucas joined as an intern at Farm Credit West, the
bank which helped his father purchase their 160
acres as a kid. Lucas was working a few years as a
lender to farmers and agribusiness operations at Farm
Credit West when he jumped at the opportunity
to join a program with the California Agriculture
Continued on Page 13

Training the Next Generation of
Farm Managers
help mend the gap.

The Center for Land-Based Learning is a nonprofit
organization funded by grants and donations, whose
By Audrey Hill, Feature Contributor, Valley Ag Voice goal is “to inspire, educate and cultivate future generations of
farmers, agricultural leaders and national resource stewards.
As more and more farmers and farm managers
And we work with youth and adults to get them connected to
head into retirement, there is an increased need
agriculture in lots of different ways.”
for young people to step in and fill their shoes. To
sustain not only this way of life, but our crops and our In “Visit Sacramento Podcast: Center for Land-Based
society too, we must also work to sustain our laborers. Learning’s Marisa Alcorta on Training New Farmers,”
Luckily, organizations like the Center for Land-Based Marisa Alcorta stated they mainly work to engage
Learning have taken notice to these needs and are our youth in agriculture but have also branched out
creating opportunities like the Beginning Farm and to create programs such as the Beginning Farm
Ranch Management Apprenticeship program to

Continued on Page 8

Sydney Knudsen, graduate apprentice from Full Belly Farm,
participating in a Beginning Farmer Training tractor class at the
Western Center for Agricultural Equipment on the University
of California - Davis campus. June 2018 (Maureen Thompson)

Bobby Ragan, Navy Veteran and recent graduate, washing
lettuce at Soil Born Farm in Rancho Cordova. Aug. 2020.
(Brianne Grosskopf)
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President’s Message
New Year,
New KCFB
By John Moore
President, Kern County
Farm Bureau
Happy New Year! It’s 2021 and there is no doubt
by this time all of the woes brought with 2020 are
in the rear-view mirror (fingers, arms, and legs
crossed). In the event 2020’s woes are not, in fact,
in the rear-view mirror the nation is likely callused
enough to handle a bit more adversity than its
2019 self. A New Year brings fresh beginnings
and never has a fresh start been more welcome.
Forecasting events in the agricultural industry is
akin to going to Las Vegas and dedicating one’s
time to the roulette table. Despite pandemic related
stressors contributing to dips in commodity and
land values the upcoming year could be the start
to something positive.

new challenges for our rural enterprises. The longterm cost of the election remains to be seen, and the
industry will adapt as it has done over its life cycle.
Water continues to be a hot topic for the state of
California, and 2021 will be no different. SGMA
plans continue their review by DWR. In the new
year, collaborations will continue their development
and data management systems may come online
for landowners to track day to day groundwater
movement in order to make the best business decisions for their operations. As data management
systems come online, landowners must take it
upon themselves to digest this information and a
membership in the Kern County Farm Bureau will
likely be a boon for educational tools.
The Kern County Farm Bureau has a bevy of
items planned for the year 2021. Amongst these
goals is the search for a new office for the KCFB,
the development of a rural safety notification online
portal aptly named “Farm Watch,” the digital
formatting of “Farm Day in the City” to educate
Kern County youth how the agricultural industry
is still farming, and the much-anticipated return
of our spring Golf Classic and annual Bounty of
Kern County. The Board of Directors and Staff
look forward to a relative return to normalcy and
will keep all members well informed along the way.

Conceivably, commodity prices will begin to rise to
pre-COVID values. As the vaccine is distributed
starting with healthcare and essential industry workers, the economy will get a boost. If the establishment
media diagnostic on a fraught and controversial
election is correct, likely the US dollar weakens,
and exports increase potentially benefiting many I wish you all a very happy New Year, and we look
growers in the area. The battles of agriculture are forward to hitting the ground running and working
in no way over, and a new administration means for all those in the agricultural industry.

Young Farmers & Ranchers
By Allie Cushnyr
Chair,
Kern County Young
Farmers & Ranchers

(YF&R) since summer of 2015, after graduating
from Cal Poly SLO. Currently, I work for Syngenta
Crop Protection as their AgriEdge Specialist locally.
During my time with this group, it’s been amazing
how it has evolved and changed. Fundraisers grew
larger, participation in the group has increased, and
we continue to strive to do more for our community
by giving back with grants, building gardens, and
educating our community about where their food
comes from.

A new year, a new officer
team, and we are looking
forward to starting off
2021 strong. I am now
in the chair position after having been involved
with Kern County Young Farmers & Ranchers The torch has been passed to me to help lead the
2021 Kern County YF&R group and I am proud to
say that Lindsey Mebane, our past chair, has moved
up and become the California State YF&R Chair.
She has led this group for the last two years in many
successful meetings, events, and fundraisers and I
Published monthly by Valley Ag Voice LLC
1412 17th Street, Suite 407, Bakersfield, CA 93301
know the California YF&R program is in good
hands with her leading the way. One last event that
ADVERTISING Dave Plivelich
we did to wrap up the 2020 year was donating toys
661-204-8160 • ads@ValleyAgVoice.com
to the Bakersfield Homeless Center in December.
DESIGN & PRODUCTION The Marcom Group
We purchased toys for all different ages and areas
of interest. This is something that I look forward to
PRINTING SCNG Printing
continuing in the future so that all local children,
CONTENT SUBMISSION & OTHER INQUIRIES,
regardless of their current situation, can wake up
CONTACT US AT info@ValleyAgVoice.com
Christmas morning to a present just for them.
KERN COUNTY FARM BUREAU
Colleen Taber, Administrator
661-397-9635 • CTaber@KernCFB.com
Articles or commentaries are not direct opinions of
Kern County Farm Bureau

I would love to take a moment to put the spotlight
on our new officer team, they have continued to stay
involved this last year, even when it has been difficult
for YF&R to meet. In the Vice Chair seat is Tim
Collins, who was also on our officer team in 2020.
Tim is currently an Ag Diesel Mechanics Instructor at
the Regional Occupational Center for the Kern High
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Administrator’s Report

which are provided at this event foster an extremely
careful and responsible environment that helps to
‘avoid the avoidable’ incidents. Kern is the proud
originator of this program which has spread to many
other parts of the state,” says Kern County Agricultural
W h i le restr ict ions Commissioner Glenn Fankhauser.
continue on gatherings
and large educational Recognizing the difficulty faced with inconsistent
meetings, Spray Safe and the message of annual prepa- access to personal devices, computers and internet, the
ration for the season remains – Collaborate, Connect and Spray Safe community has created a variety of ways
Commit. Local farmers, workers, pest control advisors, for you/your members/employees to access Spray Safe
and pesticide applicators continue to work together to content this year through https://spraysafeca.com:
encourage safe working environments through our Host a Mini-Spray Safe event for your employees
annual Spray Safe event. This year’s fourteenth Spray or local community members providing content in
Safe event will welcome our 600 plus attendees on a English and Spanish as well as CDPR CE credit.
virtual platform beginning February 2021.
Watch online. All course videos plus additional

By Colleen Taber
Administrator, Kern
County Farm Bureau

The Spray Safe program was created by a group
of farmers in Kern County to encourage the safe
application of spray methods through education and
farmer to farmer communication and cooperation.
Since the program’s inception, it has been implemented
in other counties throughout the state. We encourage all
members of the agricultural industry to attend and hear
from a variety of industry representatives, including
the California Department of Pesticide Regulations.
With the help of Bakersfield College and CAPCA
(California Association of Pest Control Advisors), we
are delivering relevant content that will continue to
serve our Ag community for years to come.

content will be available online starting early February
2021. However, review of these videos on the Spray
Safe website will not receive CDPR CE credit.

School District. Our Treasurer is Amy Mebane, works
an Account Executive at JSC Agricultural Supply. Emily
Lopez, our Secretary, is an Agricultural Biologist with
the Kern County Ag Commissioner’s Office. Activities
Chair has been filled by Katie Verhoef who works for
AC Foods in their AC Brands division as the GAP and
Sustainability Supervisor. We are very lucky to keep
Lindsey Mebane on the team as past chair, she works
at Tasteful Selections as their Food Safety Manager.
As you can see, we have a very diverse and talented

team for this next year. We look forward to finding
new and innovative ways to host meetings in 2021.

We would like to thank Bakersfield College, Kern
County Department of Agriculture, California Safety
Training Corporation, Ag Spray, Sandridge Partners,
JSS Almonds, Syngenta, and CAPCA (California
Association of Pest Control Advisors).

We encourage you to share this with your growers,
members and community stakeholders to help spread
the Spray Safe message and opportunity for education
in 2021. If you have any questions, are interested in
hosting an event, or would like to sponsor the event
“Spray Safe continues to be a champion for the safe please call our office at (661)397-9635 or email us at
application of pesticides. The education and contacts kcfb@kerncfb.com.

John Deere 7330 High Crop

Be on the lookout for 2021 Kern County
YF&R events by following us on Instagram @
kern_yfr or on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
KernYoungFarmersAndRanchers
If you would like to be on our email list, please contact
us at kernyfr@kerncfb.com and we will be sure to
keep you up to date on the latest news!
John Deere 9470RT

ATI MACHINERY
AG EQUIPMENT RENTAL

Serving Farmers
Since 1975

• Challenger MT865 – MT855 – MT845 – MT835 – MT765
• John Deere 9620T – 9520T – 8430T – 8520T – 8400T
• John Deere MFWD Wheel Tractors – 275HP to 150HP
• Cat Challenger 95-85-75 Rubber Belted Tractors
• Case MX285 – MXM175 Wheel Tractors
• Cat D8K Direct Drive Mounted and Drawbar Tractors
• Cat D6C – 3 & 5 Shank Rippers - Discs

1-888-461-0625

ATIMachinery.com
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From the Beginning: Agriculture was Bakersfield’s
Cornerstone

Thomas Baker. A former legislator, Baker was able
to coax a bill through state government removing the
shipping canal requirement. He then hired Indian
labor to build a smaller irrigation canal North of
Buena Vista Lake.

By Mike McCoy
Executive Director,
Kern County Museum

Baker, like the Montgomery Brothers, soon found
himself overwhelmed with the smaller canal scheme.
He tried selling land to recover his expenses but then
had a great piece of good luck. A drought in 1864
sufficiently dried out his land that he was able to
declare that it had been “reclaimed and improved.”
He was therefore deeded 187,000 acres. He and
his gifted land agent Julius Chester then promptly
sold the land to new settlers and speculators for a
solid windfall.

T he sout her n Sa n
Joaquin Valley f irst
came into European and
American awareness as
a grazing spot for cattle
in the early 19th century. The development of Fort
Tejon and Tejon Ranch in 1853 prompted interest
in raising stock for the Sierra mining boom. These
Mexican longhorns were allowed to free graze in
the Spring down into the valley where there was
plenty of grass and water.
White settlers however, stayed up at higher elevations
to avoid the tule swamps and malarial conditions.
Even the stagecoach route that rolled out of the
Tehachapi Mountains between Havilah and Visalia
skirted the valley and stayed along the Eastern Rim
of the foothills.
By the end of the 1850s however, several hardy
contrarians saw an opportunity in the valley lowlands
for development. Samuel Bishop, who had lived at
Fort Tejon for more than ten years wrote,
“There is a belt of land lying along the foothills of the Sierras,
commencing from where Kern River enters the valley or plains,
extending southeast and south, and thence west or northwest,
forming a semi-circle of at least 75 miles, said belt of land

Painting of a Vaquero roping cattle during 1830s Spanish
California (“The Cowboys.” The Old West, Time Life Books)

ranging from one to six miles in width, making an average of three
miles, which would contain 225 sections or 144,000 acres.” *

By the early 1860s, Kern Island was still a very
isolated place compared to the rest of California.
The state legislature took a cue from other states
who had reclaimed swamps and offered land for
pennies on the dollar in exchange for reclamation.
Two brothers named Montgomery successfully bid
on the southern San Joaquin Valley and pledged to
drain the swamps and create a large canal between
the San Joaquin River and the Kern that could
accommodate shipping.

Baker recognized that the Kern River’s seasonal
flooding and then drying up did not support consistent
agricultural practice. The only practical use was
seasonal grazing. The long distance from the Sierra
mines and isolation from larger cities did not provide
a marketing opportunity for crops. By draining the
land, creating canal controls, and retention systems,
the valley floor could be successfully farmed. By 1865
alfalfa, wheat, apples, grapes and sweet potatoes were
harvested. Solomon Jewett planted more than 100
acres of cotton. Unlike larger cities in California that
trace their initial start to the gold rush, Bakersfield’s
development was and still is, firmly rooted in farming.

The “belt of land” described by Bishop was Kern
Island, a swatch of land created by higher ground
encircled by different tributaries of the Kern River.
This alluvial fan of sand that had rolled down from
the mountains attracted interest from visionaries
who saw that controlling the river could lead to
increased pasturage. Instead of seasonal grazing of The Montgomery brothers, however, could not Thank you to the California Historical Society for information
cattle in the valley floor, the land could be reclaimed attract investors to their grand canal scheme and for this article.
sold the land rights to a Visalia engineer named *Kern County Weekly Courier, March 29, 1870
for farmland.

Driving Demand in Domestic and
Export Markets
Press Release Provided by California Walnuts

Through strategically diversifying into sectors like
retail, food manufacturing/industrial and foodservice,
our export and domestic marketing activities are
designed to expand California walnuts usage and
consumption in existing markets and identify markets
for future development. These programs, through
brand partnerships and in-store activations, also help
raise awareness for California walnuts to all audiences.
During the pandemic, the retail category has remained strong across domestic and export markets
as consumers do more cooking and baking at
home and are consuming more foods that support
wellness. In the 2019/20 crop year, retail sales
increased by 5.1% in domestic markets and increased
15.4% since the start of the pandemic (March 2020).
• Germany remained the industry’s leading export
destination with shipments rebounding during
the 2019/20 crop season, demonstrating a 22.5%
growth over the past four years predominantly
through retail.
• In Spain, walnuts have remained the #1 selling nut
at retail, posting strong gains during the 8 weeks
of lockdown according to IRI data.
• An e-commerce campaign in the US with Instacart,
Amazon, Albertsons/Safeway, Ahold and Kroger
has generated over $800,000 in attributed sales with
over 100,000 units sold.
Our mission is to make walnuts the desired and
preferred choice for consumers and the ingredient

SERVING CALIFORNIA
GROWERS SINCE 1992
(California Walnuts)

of choice for food manufacturers and foodservice
operators.
Golden Walnut Sweepstakes
As part of our domestic marketing efforts, we created
the Golden Walnut Sweepstakes to push California
walnuts within and outside of the baking aisle as
we approach the holiday season. Consumers are
encouraged to submit a store receipt showing a walnut
purchase through the contest page for a chance to
win the virtual “Golden Walnut” and a share of
$15,000. Entries will be accepted starting November
16 through December 20, 2020.
The Golden Walnut Sweepstakes was first launched in
2018 to kick-start the new crop year, and the program
has boosted holiday sales of California walnuts since.
Last year’s campaign resulted in over 33,000 entries,
which was a 20% increase over the prior year’s entries.
Digital advertising for the sweepstakes served to
drive significant traffic to walnuts.org throughout
the national campaign.

SOIL AMENDMENTS

COMPOST - GYPSUM - SULFUR - LIME - DOLOMITE
ASK US ABOUT

CUSTOM BLENDS

CONVENTIONAL FERTILIZERS
ORGANIC FERTILIZERS
DUST CONTROL

Contact American Ag Today
661-833-8311 | 844-299-8311 (Toll-Free)
Office@AmericanAgInc.com
AmericanAgInc.com
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Ongoing Litigation Muddies State’s Water Outlook DWR Releases
infrastructure is 60 to 100
years old.

By Christine Souza
Assistant Editor,
Ag Alert

The bureau also plans
to restore stretches of the
Friant-Kern Canal and
Delta-Mendota Canal,
which have lost capacity
due to subsidence.

Reprinted with Permission
from the California Farm
Bureau Federation
Amid long-term forecasts
indicating California
could be headed into another dry winter, discussions at
the California Farm Bureau Annual Meeting focused
on current and future water policy and the challenges
facing short- and long-term supplies.
During a breakout session as part of the virtual Annual
Meeting, Ernest Conant, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
regional director for the California-Great Basin
Region, described how regulatory constraints have
affected water allocations from the federal Central
Valley Project.

In the other Annual
Meet ing session,
California Farm Bureau
Federal Policy Consultant
Erin Huston said water
The California Aqueduct in the San Joaquin Valley (California Department of Water Resources)
infrastructure developMerced rivers for fish populations, unless voluntary ment could be among the priorities of the incoming
agreements on the three tributaries can be reached 117th Congress.
and adopted instead. A second phase proposes similar In addition, Huston reported speculation that the new
unimpaired-flow requirements for the Sacramento
Biden administration could “repeal and replace” the
River watershed of approximately 55%.
Trump administration’s version of the waters of the
“There can be no voluntary agreements without U.S. rule under the Clean Water Act. The current
resolution of this litigation from the state,” Conant rule updated a 2015 Obama administration rule that
warned.
drew widespread concern from agricultural groups
During a separate session, California Farm Bureau and others for greatly expanding federal jurisdiction
Senior Counsel Chris Scheuring agreed that the over water, land and land use.

“If you compare the early 1990s, when we were
in a severe drought, we were able to make some
nominal deliveries, compared to the most recent
drought in 2014-15, when we were not able to make
any deliveries to south of delta and north of delta”
water contractors, he said.
state-federal delta litigation “hamstrings voluntary “They could do a repeal and replace of the rule or
a modification in the areas in which they disagree,
Conant also discussed litigation brought by the state agreements.”
of California after federal agencies released updated Scheuring said Farm Bureau filed a lawsuit with more which, broadly speaking, seems to be around the
biological opinions for management of water to aid than a dozen other groups on the unimpaired-flows issue of jurisdiction and includes which bodies of
protected fish in the Sacramento-San Joaquin river regulation, adding that Farm Bureau supports a water are considered navigable and which bodies
system. Environmental groups and the state challenged “functional flows” approach found in the voluntary are not,” Huston said.
the 2019 opinions, seeking a return to previous opinions agreements.
During his session, Conant said there is a growing
and possible reductions in water deliveries.
In his presentation to the Farm Bureau meeting, confidence that moderate to strong La Niña conditions
Describing the development of new operating rules for Conant said Gov. Gavin Newsom’s Water Resiliency in the Pacific Ocean substantially increase the odds
the project as “one of our largest accomplishments for Portfolio endorses voluntary agreements as the path of a dry winter.
our region in some time,” Conant said the resulting forward.
“Some reservoirs are above average, some are
management plan “brings greater efficiency to water
Through the water portfolio, Conant said, the governor below, but it’s extremely early in the season,” he said.
delivery by modifying and coordinating long-term
has shown an interest in taking a leadership role “Reclamation is already planning for a potential dry
operations of the CVP and (State Water Project),
to address California’s water challenges, through winter by decreasing river releases and conserving
and includes the newest science to ensure updated
conservation, diversity of supplies and new storage, storage to the greatest extent possible.”
operations are achieved and to achieve a reasonable
such as construction of Sites Reservoir.
Discussions of water supply and policy inevitably
balance among competing demands for use of CVP
“It is clear that California needs more storage and led to California’s groundwater law, the Sustainable
water.”
expanding areas where the existing storage exists. Groundwater Management Act or SGMA.
Conant said the federal agencies hope to resolve
That’s why we continue to explore options for funding,” If no action is taken to build new storage or update
the litigation from the state and “to return to the
Conant said.
water infrastructure, Conant said, “up to a million
extraordinary progress that was made in 2018 through
the voluntary-agreement process in collaboratively Funds from the 2014 Proposition 1 water bond will acres of land may need to be retired in order to achieve
updating the water quality control plan for the help fund several new and expanded storage facilities, water balance.”
including Sites, and Conant discussed planned federal “If some projects are implemented that they’re pursuing
bay-delta.”
projects such as expanding capacity of Shasta and over the next 10 years, and if the biological opinions
Voluntary agreements would serve as an alternative to
are upheld, that number can be cut about in half as
“unimpaired flows” plans by the State Water Resources San Luis reservoirs.
Control Board. A first phase of the water board plan,
adopted in 2018, would require water users in San
Joaquin River tributaries to leave 30% to 50% of
unimpaired flows in the Stanislaus, Tuolumne and

“The department’s highest priorities in the last few
years have been to invest in and modernize our water
infrastructure to ensure reliable water supplies,” he said,
pointing out that in many cases, Bureau of Reclamation

to the number of acres that would need to be retired
in order to achieve a water balance,” he said. “We
cannot lose sight of the profound economic and social
effects that will have.”

Farm Bureau Welcomes Vilsack Appointment

Initial State Water
Project Allocation
Press Release Provided by the California Department of
Water Resources
With California off to a dry start for the water year,
the California Department of Water Resources
(DWR) today announced an initial State Water
Project (SWP) allocation of 10 percent of requested
supplies for the 2021 water year.
Initial allocations are based on conservative assumptions regarding hydrology and factors such as
reservoir storage. Allocations are reviewed monthly
and may change based on snowpack and runoff
information. They are typically finalized by May.
“While we still have several months ahead of us,
dry conditions persist,” said DWR Director Karla
Nemeth. “As communities throughout California
prepare to support their environment and economies through times of extended dry periods, state
agencies plan together to support those communities.
Californians can help by always using water carefully,
inside and outside their homes and businesses.”
DWR’s eight precipitation stations in Northern
California recorded a record-low zero percent
of average rainfall in October and 53 percent in
November.
Most of the state’s major reservoirs are lower than
historical average to date compared to a year ago.
Lake Shasta, the federal Central Valley Project’s
(CVP) largest reservoir, is at 75 percent compared
to 119 percent its historical average to date in 2019.
Lake Oroville, the SWP’s largest reservoir, holds
61 percent compared to 90 percent of its historical
average to date in 2019. San Luis Reservoir, a
joint-use facility for the SWP and CVP, now holds
76 percent compared to 72 percent of its historical
average to date in 2019.
The 10 percent initial allocation amounts to 422,848
acre-feet of water, distributed among the 29 long-term
SWP contractors who serve more than 27 million
Californians and 750,000 acres of farmland.
Last year’s initial allocation was 10 percent, with a
final allocation of 20 percent set in May.
Nearly all areas served by the SWP have sources
of water other than the SWP allocation, such as
streams, groundwater, and local reservoirs.
DWR will conduct the season’s first snow survey at
Phillips Station in the Sierra Nevada on December
30, 2020. On average, the snowpack supplies about
30 percent of California’s water needs as it melts in
the spring and early summer.

Press Release Provided by the California Farm Bureau Federation will be able immediately to guide USDA for the benefit to continuing that emphasis with him when he returns
Noting the considerable challenges facing farmers and of farmers, ranchers, rural residents and all the people to USDA.”
ranchers, the California Farm Bureau welcomed the who depend on our nation’s agricultural production. Johansson said Farm Bureau would also work with
appointment of Tom Vilsack as the next U.S. secretary “During his previous service, we worked frequently the incoming agriculture secretary on climate policy.
of agriculture. President-elect Joe Biden nominated with Secretary Vilsack, so we know he recognizes the
Vilsack to return to the office he occupied from 2009-17. special importance of California farms and ranches “Farmers and ranchers should be viewed as assets
in climate policy,” he said. “We will stress the need
“Given all the stresses placed on the food and agricultur- to American agriculture, and to customers both in
al system by the pandemic in particular, it will be good the U.S. and around the world,” Johansson said. “In for incentive-based programs that allow farmers and
to have an experienced person resume administration his current role with the U.S. Dairy Export Council, ranchers the flexibility to maintain active stewardship
of the Agriculture Department,” California Farm he has concentrated on access for American farm of their land while producing food and farm products
Bureau President Jamie Johansson said. “Tom Vilsack goods in international markets, and we look forward efficiently.”
Tom Vilsack returns to the office he held from 2009-2017

JANUARY 2021
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Salas Introduces Bill to Reform California’s Employment
Development Department
AB 56 Creates Historic
Reforms to Improve
Accountability and
Protect Against Fraud
do not deliver benefits in a timely manner.
“California families are suffering and need immediate
relief from the EDD,” said Assemblymember Salas.
“Common sense solutions are needed to resolve
widespread issues and help working families put food
on the table and make it through the current crisis. AB
56 will help protect taxpayers, create accountability,
and move the state forward by reforming the EDD.
We must ensure that California families are put first
Assemblymember Salas presents a bill to the Assembly
and receive the assistance they need during these
Press Release Provided by Assemblymember Rudy Salas tough times.”
On the first day of the 2021-2022 Legislative Session,
Assemblymember Rudy Salas (D-Bakersfield) introduced Assembly Bill (AB) 56, which will overhaul
the Employment Development Department (EDD)
to speed up and simplify unemployment insurance
claims, protect Californians from identity theft,
stop rampant fraud of the unemployment insurance
system, and hold the department accountable if they

AB 56 seeks to address the many issues plaguing
the EDD that have negatively impacted working
families throughout California. Among these issues,
the EDD’s identity verification system faces delays
while California still has a backlog of more than
half a million unemployment insurance claims.
For individuals who have received their benefits,
tens-of-thousands have had their EDD debit cards

Farm Bureau President Outlines
Organization’s Priorities

“We’ll continue to work
as we move forward
Press Release Provided by the California Farm Bureau Federation through this pandemic, looking into the future of
Calling for “farmer-led solutions” to issues confronting what we need to do to take care of our employees,”
he added, noting in particular the need to remove
agriculture, California Farm Bureau President Jamie
roadblocks to creation of more and better housing.
Johansson pledged the organization would respond
to state government actions on the pandemic, climate Describing agriculture as “the original green
industry,” Johansson said state and federal climate
change and other policies.
policies must recognize the positive contributions
Speaking to members via webcast from the Farm
farms and ranches make to the environment. He
Bureau building in Sacramento during the 102nd
also urged the state to act quickly and decisively to
California Farm Bureau Annual Meeting, Johansson
address chronic water shortages and the increasing
said farmers and ranchers acted quickly and responwildfire threat.
sibly during the COVID-19 pandemic, to adjust
working conditions and provide personal protective The annual scourge of wildfires “shouldn’t become
equipment to employees, and to assure a worried normal,” Johansson said. “We should be outraged.”
public about the continued availability and safety Noting that the state has directed significant resources
toward wildfire prevention and forest management,
of food and farm products.
he said Farm Bureau will review how effectively
“Make no mistake about it, when it comes to worker those resources have been used and will advocate
safety and when it came to our families’ wellbeing, for timely action.
farmers and agriculture led the way,” Johansson said.
Johansson celebrated the defeat of a November ballot
initiative to create a split-roll property tax, saying
farmers and ranchers “changed the debate” on
Proposition 15 by describing its likely impacts on food
production and prices. With the state government
facing budget deficits, he warned of potential new
efforts to raise taxes and fees, saying the state can’t
continue to balance the budget “on the backs of the
California taxpayers.”
With a new administration about to take office in
Washington, D.C., Johansson said Farm Bureau will
advocate for balanced environmental, immigration
and trade policies.
California Farm Bureau President Jamie Johansson

“We have challenges ahead of us, but we will continue
to speak out and make a difference,” Johansson said.

mistakenly frozen by Bank of America and can no
longer access their money. California is one of only
3 states in the U.S. that does not provide an option
for the direct deposit of unemployment insurance
benefits.

to make the process more efficient, create a plan to
stop mailing full SSNs to individuals, and would
provide Californians with the option to have their
unemployment insurance benefits deposited directly
into their bank accounts. Additionally, the bill would
require the EDD to crosscheck the names of new
claimants with the Department of Corrections and
Rehabilitation to ensure that benefits are not sent
to incarcerated individuals. Lastly, AB 56 would
hold EDD accountable by instituting penalties if
the department does not deliver assistance in a
timely manner.

Additionally, the state also faces an uphill battle to
curb fraudulent activities. According to reporting,
the EDD “paid more than 35,000 claims under
state prisoners’ names... [and] also paid more than
$421,000 to 133 Death Row Inmates.” A report by
the State Auditor also found that the EDD continues
to put millions of Californians’ identities at risk, and
Assemblymember Salas represents part of the City of Bakersfield,
has sent out more than 38 million pieces of mail with
the cities of Arvin, Hanford, Corcoran, Delano, Lemoore,
full Social Security Numbers.
McFarland, Shafter, Wasco, and the communities of Armona,
AB 56 would fix these issues by requiring the EDD to Avenal, Buttonwillow, Home Garden, Kettleman City,
implement changes to its identity verification system Lamont, Lost Hills, Stratford and Weedpatch.

Farm, Ranch and Transitional Use Properties

COLD OR DRY STORAGE
37,090+-square feet, storage, Earlimart

$550,000

FARMLAND
$26,500±/AC
20+-acres, Kern Delta Water Dist, Kern Island Utility water,
south Bakersfield
TABLE GRAPES SALE PENDING
37.91± ac and 60.14± ac, DEID water, Delano Area
FARMLAND
$7,504±/AC
135± ac, early land, good soils, 1 well, Arvin-Edison Area
LAND OPPORTUNITY
$16,635±/AC
150.29± acres, close to PGE sub-station, natural gas
main line, high transmission power lines traverse the site.
Buttonwillow, CA
PRICED REDUCED $2,250±/AC
DRYLAND
160 acres, mostly grade 1 soils, Near Valley Acres

ALMONDS & PISTACHIOS SALE PENDING
205.21± ac, Semi-Tropic WSD & well water, good soils,
strong yields, Shafter Area.
$19,500+-/AC
PISTACHIOS
313.81+- acres, well water, productive soils, Delano Area
ALMONDS NEW PRICE
$15,250±/AC
631.12± ac and 959.54±ac, wells and Semi-Tropic WSD non
contract service, Productive soils, Wasco Area
PISTACHIOS
$16,886±/AC
1,107.11± acres, well water, productive soils, Delano Area
FARMLAND SALE PENDING
1,267,59± acres Corcoran Irrigation District Water, W. Corcoran
PISTACHIOS SALE PENDING
1827.34+- acres, planted to 1,194.01+- acres pistachios and
633.33+-acres farmland, Corcoran Irrigation District water. W.
Corcoran Area

When it is time to sell your farm there is only 1 decision!
Pearson Realty a Tradition in Trust Since 1919

CalBRE Lic.#000020875

ROBB M. STEWART, AFM
rstewart@pearsonrealty.com
661.303.2930

4900 California Ave 210B,
Bakersfield, CA 93309

www.pearsonrealty.com

KAMERON M. STEWART
kstewart@pearsonrealty.com
661.809.1817
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Ranch Group Files Brief to Prevent USCA Comments on Latest Change
the USDA from Preempting False to Packers and Stockyards Act
Advertising Claims for Beef
Press Release Provided by the
US Cattlemen’s Association

both labeling or advertising beef in a different manner,
the New Mexico Unfair Practices Act did not apply.
On December 1, Lucero and Thornton appealed the
dismissal of their cases to the Tenth Circuit Court
of Appeals.

(Brian A. Jackson / Shutterstock)

Press Release Provided by R-CALF USA
On December 7th, R-CALF USA submitted a
motion to file a friend-of-the-court brief and a brief
to the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals in an effort
to prevent the Federal Meat Inspection Act (FMIA)
from being interpreted to govern both beef labeling
and beef advertising, which the ranch group says
would severely limit state’s rights.

When R-CALF USA reviewed the dismissal order, it
realized something was amiss in the legal interpretation
of the FMIA. Although the court ruled that state
laws for both the labeling and advertising of beef
were preempted by the FMIA, the FMIA does not
speak to advertising.
R-CALF USA’s brief focuses on this specific issue and
urges the appellate court to reverse the lower court’s
inclusion of false or misleading advertisements as
falling within the scope of the FMIA.
National legal advocacy organization Public Justice
joined R-CALF USA on the brief out of similar
concerns. David Muraskin, Litigation Director for
Public Justice’s Food Project explained, “a ruling
that advertising claims are preempted by the FMIA
would take away an important tool consumers use to
ensure corporate meat producers do not mislead the
public about their products.”

According to the ranch group, the FMIA governs beef
labeling, not beef advertising. “Our goal is to prevent
the court from inadvertently expanding the scope of
the FMIA to include advertising, which would render
any future claims against the false advertisement of
domestic or imported beef all but impossible,” said
R-CALF USA CEO Bill Bullard.
In 2017 R-CALF USA filed a somewhat similar case
Bullard said the risk of expanding the scope of the but alleged instead that USDA violated the FMIA
FMIA to include advertising claims arose in lawsuits by allowing beef from cattle slaughtered in a foreign
filed earlier this year by New Mexico rancher Michael country to be labeled as a product of the USA. While
Lucero and New Mexico consumer Robin Thornton, the court found that U.S. cattle producers were harmed
who each alleged the Big 4 beef packers had violated by the repeal of the mandatory country of origin
New Mexico’s Unfair Practices Act by mislabeling beef labeling law (mCOOL), which triggered the agency’s
as a product of the USA when the beef was actually
reimplementation of the challenged labeling standard,
derived from imported cattle.
it disagreed that USDA was operating outside the scope
A federal district court in New Mexico recently of the FMIA. The court concluded that because the
dismissed the two lawsuits on grounds that the FMIA USDA labeling regulations followed Congress’ clear
administered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture intent, it is Congress and not the court that possesses
(USDA) preempts any state law that attempts to require
the authority to change USDA’s labeling scheme.
labels or advertisements that are different than the
“This ruling prompted us to draft proposed legislation
labels approved by the USDA.
The court noted that the USDA regulations allow for a new mandatory COOL law for beef, which we
the use of a “Product of USA” label on beef even if have distributed to several members of Congress in
the beef is derived from imported cattle. The court both the House and Senate,” said Bullard adding,
determined that because the packers were labeling “What we don’t want is for the court to establish a
and advertising beef according to the USDA’s labeling legal precedent that would bar us from enforcing false
standard, and because federal law preempts states from beef advertisements on into the future.”

The U.S. Department
o f A g r i c u l t u r e ’s
Agricultural Marketing
Service (AMS) issued a
final rule to ensure fair
trade and competitive
marketing of livestock
and poultry.
The rule clarif ies
the types of conduct
prohibited by the Packers and Stockyards (P&S)
Act and sets forth several criteria the Secretary of
Agriculture will consider when determining whether
conduct by packers, swine contractors or live poultry
dealers represents an undue or unreasonable preference
or advantage.

(goodbishop / Shutterstock)

and enforcement action should be taken.
The rule will be published in the Federal Register
and is effective as of January 11, 2021.

United States Cattlemen’s Association (USCA)
Senior Policy Advisor Jess Peterson commented
The four criteria include whether the preference or on the final rule:
advantage:
“USCA believes there is a need to properly define
• cannot be justified on the basis of a cost savings anti-competitive buying practices, and this final rule
related to dealing with different producers, sellers, falls short. However, it does leave the door open for
or growers;
future rulemaking in this area. Progress needs to be
• cannot be justified on the basis of meeting a made in addressing anti-competitive practices both
competitor’s prices;
within corporate feedyards and the meatpacking sector.
• cannot be justified on the basis of meeting other “This past summer, USDA issued a set of recommenterms offered by a competitor; and
dations that have been incorporated into the Cattle
• cannot be justified as a reasonable business decision. Market Transparency Act of 2020. That effort, along
The final rule provides the Secretary will consider with the 50-14 proposal introduced by Senators Jon
these criteria and allows for additional criteria Tester and Chuck Grassley, are much needed to
to be considered in determining if an undue or level the playing field for U.S. cattle producers and
unreasonable preference or advantage has occurred independent cattle feeders.”

CDFA Issues Stop Use Notice and
Statewide Quarantine on Organic
Fertilizer AGRO GOLD WS
Press Release Provided by the California Department of Food
and Agriculture

The California Department of Food and Agriculture
(CDFA) today announced that a Stop Use notice and
statewide quarantine have been issued for the organic
fertilizer product AGRO GOLD WS to all organic
operations registered in California. CDFA lab analysis
of the product detected the presence of Diquat and
Glyphosate, which are substances prohibited by the
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) National
Organic Program for use in organic production.
Continued use of this product in organic production
may jeopardize an operation’s organic status.
Pursuant to authority under the California Food
and Agricultural Code (FAC), Division 17, Chapter
10, CDFA’s State Organic Program (SOP) in coordination with the Fertilizer Materials Inspection
Program (FMIP) issued a Stop Use notice today
for AGRO GOLD WS to all organic operations in
California registered with the SOP. CDFA’s FMIP
also announced today that all California operations
registered as organic in possession of AGRO GOLD
WS must hold the product and contact CDFA for
quarantine instructions on how to handle it.

in a co-packaged box that also contains the product
WEED SLAYER. CDFA continues to provide follow
up to this investigation and is working with state and
federal agencies. CDFA received a complaint about
the AGRO GOLD WS product and program staff
collected product samples from various locations to
conduct lab analysis in CDFA’s Center for Analytical
Chemistry. FMIP is an industry-funded program
that ensures consumers receive fertilizing materials
that meet the quality and quantity guaranteed on
the product label. Investigators located throughout
the state conduct routine sampling and inspections,
respond to consumer complaints, and enforce the
laws and regulations that govern the manufacturing
and distribution of fertilizing materials in California.
CDFA’s State Organic Program protects the organic
label through enforcement, education and outreach.

If you are in possession of AGRO GOLD WS and
seek additional information, please contact the
Fertilizing Materials Inspection Program at FMIP@
cdfa.ca.gov. Any appeal of the determination that
this product violates the Food and Agricultural Code
must be filed with the Fertilizing Materials Inspection
Program no later than 15 days from receipt of the
AGRO GOLD WS is manufactured by Agro Stop Use notice and statewide quarantine. See Food
Research International, LLC. It has been distributed and Agricultural Code section 14659.
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The Cattleman’s Corner

Pairing is the Key
By Austin Snedden
Ranching Contributor,
Valley Ag Voice
When most people hear about “pairing” they think
of matching wine with food. I recently learned that
someone that matches the wine selection to the food
selection is called a sommelier. My hearing isn’t
fantastic and my sophistication level is very low, so
when my buddy casually mentioned a sommelier I
pretended like I knew what he was talking about, but
the whole time I was thinking about the sommelier
pirates that took over an oil tanker off the coast of
Africa several years back. Within several minutes I got
my bearings. Turns out a wine expert sommelier is not
the same as a Somalian. Even though the Somalian
pirates were trying to pair a tanker of crude oil with
a ransom, they didn’t know if the vintage of the crude
was a good year or a bad year or whether it had any
earthy notes to it. It also turns out that I am not very
good at pairing French words and international current
events. Pairing is not exclusive to the wine industry,
pairing cattle is critical in any good operation.
The casual wine enthusiast may be able to taste the oak
notes derived from the wine barrel, but the sommelier
can taste the PH level of the soil the grapes were grown
in (or so they claim). Your cowboy enthusiast can throw
a leg over a horse and maybe swing a loop, but can
they pair? Pairing mother cows with their calves is
a critical job, and there are plenty of opportunities
on the ranch to test your skill. Just like how the wine

aficionado sloshes the wine around before drinking
to… well I don’t know why they do that, but just like
the wine guy’s process starts before the drink, the cattle
pairing expert begins his analysis on the gather. The
seasoned vet or the compulsive cattle observer doesn’t
even realize they have started the pairing process, but
they are picking up distinguishing characteristics of
mother and baby. A long drive to the working facilities
is a double-edged sword when it comes to pairing
success. On the one hand, with a long drive you have
plenty of time to study the characteristics of a good
portion of the herd, and maybe mentally match quite
a few calves to their mothers. On the other hand,
after a long drive the calves may want to lay down (Mark J. Robertson / Shutterstock)
when you reach the corrals, making pairing tough. sommelier to pick them out. That really good momma
As a kid when we would be trailing cattle to the corral cow that is a helicopter mom, she is so intent on keeping
a mile or so to sort, I would always try to study the track of her calf that half the time she is scaring the little
cattle and have four or five pairs memorized (when I guy by bellowing in its ear. Some are more challenging
wasn’t admiring my own shadow). Probably no one and require analysis of eye contact. Some really good
was very impressed, but I pretended they were as I mothers are somewhat devious, they are borderline
sorted out a pair or two out of the big group with one intelligence agents. If they know their calf is in the
hundred percent confidence. The key to pairing is proximity and safe, they will stand aside and never
a keen analysis of cattle vocalization, eye contact, incriminate themselves. Eye contact is often your only
repeated proximity, and markings. Markings are hope on this pairing. The undercover cow, though not
probably the single largest cause of false pairings. standing next to her calf, will often periodically do a
Apparently, the human eye likes to match markings visual inspection, glancing towards the same calf over
far more than genetics do. That straight Hereford and over again. The undercover agent cow is easily
looking cow has been hanging around that solid red mistaken for the dead-beat momma cow, but they are
calf all day, but I keep wanting to put that calf with very different. The undercover cow is watching her
a solid red cow.
calf, but doesn’t want you to watch her calf, whereas
Some cows pair so easy it doesn’t take a cowboy the dead-beat cow is daydreaming and watching a

cloud drift by on the horizon. A little trade secret
that every cowboy sommelier has in the arsenal is a
good artificial calf bawl. The ability to vocalize an
approximation of a calf bawl can be critical. When the
herd gets comfortable, or the undercover cow won’t tip
her hand, a calf bawl can put the odds in your favor.
Us cattle people don’t have French names like
sommelier to fancy up what we are doing, we just
kinda say what the job is. Although I have doubts
when a wine guru claims to taste the soil, what side
of the hill the grapes were grown on, and the zodiac
symbol of the vineyard owner, I have no doubt that
there are developed skills I don’t quite understand.
If I was looking at a herd of cattle with a sommelier,
I am sure they would look at me questionably when I
pointed out the helicopter mom, the undercover cow,
and the dead-beat. And to make it look even more
questionable, I do it all without even a swirl and a sniff.
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Alex Thorton-Dunwoody, current apprentice, with Antonio Garza, farm manager at Riverhill Farm in Nevada City. August 2020. (Brianne Grosskopf)

Training the Next Generation of
Farm Managers
Continued from Page 1

ALMOND ORCHARD

and Ranch Management Apprenticeship. This
program is a two-year apprenticeship that specializes
in providing individuals with “on-the-job” training
and introducing them to universal and specialized
farm management practices.

Near Industrial & Manufacturing
7th Standard Road & Enos Lane
40.00 acres with 38 acres of almonds
$1,100,000 ($27,500 per acre)

This program is one of the few programs that the
Center for Land-Based Learning provides to connect
farmers in need of dedicated and hardworking laborers
with eager people looking for opportunities for growth
and stable income in agriculture. Individuals apply to
the program, are sorted, and eventually matched with
a farmer. This process is entirely taken care of by the
Center for Land-Based Learning; however, the farmers
ultimately choose who they want as their apprentice.
Once accepted into the program, apprentices spend
two years learning the ins and outs of that specific
farm and its management, while the farmer gains
a dedicated laborer whom they can invest in. Over
the course of the two-year program, apprentices
complete 3,000 hours of paid, on-site training as well
as 250 hours of free online coursework paid for by the
Center of Land-Based Learning. These courses cover
fundamental agriculture production, management,
and leadership skills as well as other necessary skills
for management. Aside from coursework, the full-time
training consists of a wide variety of skills such as sales
and marketing, soil management, tractor skills and
much more. Brianne Grosskopf, Center for Land-Based
Learning apprentice outreach coordinator, states that
this program is unique because of its focus “to ensure a
fundamental understanding of the operation” through
diversity and a “variety of work experiences.” In this
program, students not only receive a completely covered
education and a hands-on apprenticeship on working
farms, but also learn about every aspect of the farm.
This opportunity is not just management coursework
while working full time on a farm doing one specific

WITH POTENTIAL FOR FUTURE DEVELOPMENT

BROKERS of BAKERSFIELD REALTY
(661) 327-7757 FAX (661) 663-9157

THE GOVERNMENT
AFFAIRS EXPERTS.
We specialize in helping our clients
cut through the red tape of government!

Land Use Consulting
Government Relations & Public Affairs
We will help you with all of your Government Affairs needs.
From violation notices to advocating on issues
that impact your business.

Become a
Foster Parent
Because
every child
deserves
Victory...

Consulting-CommonSense.com • 661.203.1838

VictoryFS.org
(661) 912 - 0111

Bryce Wilson, Army Veteran and current apprentice at Soil
Born Farm in Rancho Cordova, picking persimmons. November
2020. (Brianne Grosskopf)

role or watching someone else do all of these things.
This apprentice program takes a much more holistic
approach to learning by making sure individuals get
training in every aspect of working and running the farm.
In the process, gaining a very wide view of the farm,
which is crucial to management, but also a very detailed
view which is crucial to managing well.
This program does not just benefit the students. As the
apprentices gain an understanding of the farm, farmers
gain labor and an investment. Not only is this individual
hand chosen to fit the farm and has shown immense
dedication and passion to agriculture by committing to
a two-year full-time position with added coursework on
top, but they also spend this time learning everything
about the management of one farm. Essentially this
program gives current farm managers the opportunity
to find and train great individuals to take over for them
before they retire.
There are many reasons to get involved with this
program: whether someone with a passion for agriculture
looking to move into a career in management and gain
steady employment, a farmer or farm manager looking
to recommend individuals for the program, or to train
an apprentice. Or even just looking to donate to the
Center for Land-Based Learning, their website can
provide guidance for all of these needs. Visit https://
landbasedlearning.org/ to learn more!

JANUARY 2021

9

Valle y Ag Voice

Mandarin Growers Harvest ‘Robust’ Crop
Continued from Page 1

under state guidelines earlier this month. Colwell
and resulting health concerns have boosted the fruit’s said he’s seen an increase in on-site orchard-store
popularity, in part due to its vitamin C content.
sales, noting that this is where most growers in his
“I think that the demand for fresh, well-grown, area do best.
well-cared-for, tasty mandarins, particularly during
this COVID-19 period, has really exploded,” he
said. At his farm, “everybody’s working 10-12 hours
a day just to keep up right now. It’s been a very,
very good season and continues to be.”

“I think the consumers believe that it’s much safer
to come out to the ranches,” said Colwell, noting
that precautions such as social distancing and mask
wearing are in place. “It’s a getaway for them,
particularly now that we’re going to experience
Along with his harvesting and packing crews, another lockdown in California.”
Colwell named the U.S. Postal Service as a hero Colwell’s farm stands among the 166 acres of Placer
of the harvest season.
County farmland planted to mandarins in 2020,
On one recent December morning, Colwell shipped
82 boxes of mandarins in the morning, addressed
to customers around the country, and had 15 to 20
more ready to go in the afternoon. Shipments of
5- or 10-pound boxes have gone up “by an order of
magnitude this year,” he said, compared to 2019.

“They’re being inundated with orders that are
going out, and they’re keeping up with them,”
Colwell said of the post office.

according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
The state has 63,809 acres of mandarins this year,
USDA reported; Tulare County leads the way with
nearly 24,000 acres.
Earlier this year, the USDA National Agricultural
Statistics Service conducted its first Mandarin
Objective Measurement Survey, covering seven
counties from Fresno to Imperial. The survey found
an average of 945 mandarins per tree among the
271 trees sampled, with an average size of 1.49
inches in diameter. USDA said a production forecast
remains at least three years down the road.

Colwell runs one of 40 to 50 family mandarin farms
in Placer County, east of Sacramento. Placer’s
mandarin farmers handle their own packing,
he noted.
Cooler weather of late has been a boon to the crop,
“We have a very personal touch, very close Creamer said.
relationship with the trees,” he said. “We planted
“I would say this latest spell of cold, wet weather
them ourselves. We nurture them ourselves. We
early in the harvest season has really helped color
prune them ourselves, and we pick them with
up the fruit overall,” he said.
crews ourselves.”
Cooler weather “hardens the rind,” he added. “It just
Most of the California mandarin crop goes into
helps the fruit sort of set, helps with the brix-to-acid
retail channels, Creamer said, where uncertainty
ratio” and helps the crop hold on the tree longer.
and changing shopping habits brought on by the
“We’re a little bit different crop than most,” Creamer
pandemic await.
“Who knows what the new normal is going to said. “The crop can be ready, but it can still hold
be?” he said. “We anticipate a good, strong market and mature on the tree and get more sizing and
overall for the citrus category, but the future, what improve quality. Having that cold weather early on
really helps that fruit hold longer and taste better
that holds, is really, really uncertain.”
for a longer period of time.”
Harvest season typically starts the first week of
November and runs through mid-January for Creamer said he’s looking forward to a good season
Satsuma mandarins, said Colwell, who was har- for farmers, “because frankly, the last couple of
vesting Owari Satsumas last week. Orchards with years have been pretty difficult on citrus growers,
late-season fruit such as Nuggets or Clementines as far as returns.”
might go another month or so beyond that, he “I’m hoping for a really good year,” he said, “to
added.
really help our growers get back to a market that

MORGAN HOUCHIN
TechAg Financial Group, Inc.
3430 Unicorn Road, Bakersfield, CA 93308
CA Broker DRE No. 01865336

Mob: 661-477-3669 | Off: 661-695-6500 | eFax: 661-384-6168
MHouchin@TechAg.com | www.TechAgFinancial.com

ACTIVE LISTINGS

1,594.45 +/- Acres of Citrus & Open Farmland in Arvin Edison Water Storage District
Asking Price: US$24,500,000.00 ($15,365 per gross acre)

252.79 +/- Gross Acres of New and Mature Walnuts in Shafter-Wasco Irrigation District
Asking Price: US$6,446,145

182.50 +/- Gross Acres of Plums and Open Farmland in People’s Ditch Company
Asking Price: US$4,800,000

As part of the greater Sacramento region, Placer they can be profitable and productive and continue
County was placed into a new pandemic lockdown their operations.”

185.28 +/- Gross Acres of Vineyards in South San Joaquin Valley
Asking Price: US$2,115,000

158.18 +/- Gross Acres of Open Farmland in Arvin Edison Water Storage District
Asking Price: US$3,163,600

STAY TUNED FOR ANY NEW OFFERINGS COMING TO THE MARKET SOON
FOR MORE INFO, VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.TECHAGFINANCIAL.COM
@techagfinancial

An employee of Colwell Thundering Herd Ranch harvests mandarins in Penryn. Farmer Rich Colwell says his harvest and his business are
up this year, as more customers seek out mandarins for their health benefits in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. (Kevin Hecteman)
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I DIDN’T HAVE TO BRING
MY LENDER UP TO SPEED
ON THE NUANCES OF MY
FARM—WE GOT STRAIGHT
TO WORK FINDING

the right solution
for my business.
KELLI EVANS
Almond Farmer | Live Oak, CA
Farm Credit West Customer

We make it easy for farmers, ranchers and
agribusiness to work with us, because supporting
local agriculture is our DNA. Farm Credit West is
part of the 104 year-old Farm Credit system–the
largest provider of credit to American agriculture.
Our legacy is rooted in our exclusive focus on
agriculture, so you won’t spin your wheels
explaining industry dynamics like crop cycles,
alternating year yields or market forces. After all,
we’ve been doing it for more than a century.

Committed. Experienced. Trusted.

KERN COUNTY
661.399.7360

FarmCreditWest.com
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MORE Act, State Level Legalization Shift Landscape for Cannabis,
Hemp Operators
By Geoffrey Taylor, MA
Hemp Contributor,
Valley Ag Voice
As growers, operators
and entrepreneurs in
the cannabis and hemp
space have experienced
immense change over
the course of 2020, the new year holds immense
uncertainty but presents the potential for a stronger
economic outlook for those who are holding tight in
a rapidly shifting legal and regulatory environment.
Recent developments across the country have
cannabis and hemp industry operators excited for
the prospects of a streamlined and clearer path to
fully compliant and legal operations. Though 2020
has presented significant economic challenges to many
in the hemp industry from growers to processors, the
cannabis industry was deemed an essential industry
in California and many other legal states and has
grown immensely over 2020.
Potentially the biggest development in December was
the passage of the MORE Act, or The Marijuana
Opportunity, Reinvestment, and Expungement Act
(HR 3884 / S. 2227), as a bipartisan effort in the
House of Representatives. The Act seeks to remove
cannabis from the Controlled Substances Act, allow
for university level research into cannabis, create a 5

S T R A T E G I C

/

percent nationwide taxation on cannabis products, the many gaps in research on cannabinoids, speand provide cannabis businesses with better access to cifically CBD, and brought many new questions
banking, insurance and credit card processing abilities. regarding the efficacy of CBD for a variety of health
conditions, potential therapeutic treatments along
Florida Republican Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-FL) was a
with recreational uses.
co-sponsor of the bill and publicly noted “I’m also
deeply troubled that the current policy the federal According to a November 30 article from Hemp News
government inhibits research into cannabis, research Daily, much of the current research is being driven by
that could unlock cures and help people live better consumer demand for safety and consistency in labellives. My republican colleagues today will make a ing of CBD products and states that, “Government
number of arguments against this bill, but those agencies are funding numerous projects focused on
arguments are overwhelmingly losing with the cannabidiol, THC and minor cannabinoids, seeking
American people,” according to a December 2020 to understand how they work when used together
and with conventional drugs.”
article from The Hill.
Even if the MORE Act does not pass the Senate, it “High CBD hemp crops should almost never exceed
has the potential to spark a larger conversation about the current THC limits in the 2018 Farm Bill,” said
cannabis and hemp as drivers of economic growth Copeland. “But the role of CBD in hemp is critical
because it exists in such high concentrations but in
in states that have legal marketplaces.
combination with other cannabinoids which might
“With the recent changes in the legal status of cannabis be of research value to identify their benefits.”
in states across the US, it can definitely benefit hemp
producers if regulations continue to ease on maximum With all the recent changes across California and
THC levels in hemp crops,” said Travis Copeland, the nation, five more states across the country have
legalized cannabis for medical or recreational purowner of Unico Ag Services. “But with hemp, the
poses, or both. Since California legalized cannabis
genetics have stabilized substantially since the roll out
in 2016, this recent wave of states includes Arizona,
of the Farm Bill and most crops shouldn’t exceed any
Mississippi, Montana, South Dakota and New Jersey,
current or future maximum levels for THC content
where cannabis can now be accessible to adults
in CBD hemp.”
over the age of 21. As of the time of publication,
Another major development for hemp producers across approximately 15 states allow for recreational adult
California and beyond was a recent United States use of cannabis and 36 more states allow for the
Food and Drug Administration, or FDA, Research medical use of cannabis. Over two-thirds of American
Conference on Cannabinoids which brought leading states have cannabis laws allowing adults to use and
hemp CBD experts together digitally to acknowledge possess the plant in varying contexts depending upon

C R E A T I V E

/

A W E S O M E

logo and branding
website development
social media management
marketing and advertising
pac k ag ing a nd pro m oti o n a l items
c o r p o r at e v i d e o s a n d m o r e

t h em a r c o m g r o u p. c o m

(kostrez / Shutterstock)

the laws of their respective state.
“Legalization only helps to ground the hemp industry
even more and allow for both hemp and cannabis
farmers to collaborate in more research on the plant
with highly respected universities across America,”
said Copeland. “It’s important to keep in mind that
we have to chart the right path as a country toward
legalization and toward the research side of better
understanding how these plants can benefit people.”
Moving forward into 2021 allows cannabis and hemp
business operators to anticipate even more change as
they grow and shift their businesses to adapt. With
more legislative and regulatory changes anticipated
not only at the county level, but at the state and federal
level, hemp and cannabis operators have to pay
attention to the ever-shifting tides of these industries.
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Almond Board Fueling Farm of the Future with $5.9 Million
Research Investment
Press Release Provided by the Almond Board of California

The Almond Board of California (ABC) today announced an investment of $5.9 million dollars in 85
independent research projects exploring next-generation
farming practices. With this commitment, the California
almond community has invested $89 million in research
since 1973 to build a foundation of knowledge on
responsible farming practices, food quality and safety
and almonds’ impact on human health.
A tangible example of the almond community’s commitment to continuous improvement, the Almond Orchard
2025 Goals, launched in January 2019, will leverage
this research as farmers strive to meet measurable
objectives with the goal of growing almonds in better,
safer and healthier ways. The Almond Orchard 2025
Goals Roadmap, released today, outlines the almond
community’s sustainability journey in four goal areas,
as well as the metrics that the industry’s progress will
be measured against.
“The California almond community takes a long-term
view of success based on respect for the land and local
communities. Earlier this year, the California almond
community set four ambitious goals aligning with our
vision to make life better by what we grow and how we
grow,” says Holly King, chair of the Almond Board of
California. “The Almond Orchard 2025 Goals build
on decades of progress, fueled by research. Fulfilling
these commitments will require hard work, dedication
and resources, including funding independent research
to test new technologies and sharing the results as these
approaches are proven.”

Further Reducing the
Water Used to Grow
Almonds
Of this year’s projects, ten focus on water with an
investment of $678,000. Since 1982, California almond
farmers have committed $8.1 million dollars to 221
different water research projects spanning irrigation
efficiency, groundwater recharge and water quality.
Together this investment has helped reduce the amount
of water needed to grow each pound of almonds by 33
percent over the past 20 years. By 2025, the California
almond community commits to reducing the amount of
water used to grow a pound of almonds by an additional (Almond Board of California)
20 percent.
each of these coproducts is put to beneficial use. Since
Progress towards this goal is being measured against 1977, ABC has funded 79 research projects totaling
almond farmers’ annual irrigation water applied per unit $3.5 million exploring the best ways to utilize these
of crop yield. While 77 percent of almond farms utilize materials, establishing traditional uses such as dairy feed,
efficient microirrigation, nearly double the 42 percent livestock bedding, and electricity generation. Thirteen new
average for California farms, further improvements studies have been funded this year with a commitment of
are underway. ABC is working with farmers to support
$607,000 dollars to determine how almond coproducts
their progress up the Almond Irrigation Improvement
may address needs in other sectors, with promising
Progress towards this goal is being measured against
leads in strengthening recycled plastics, creating biofuel
almond farmers’ annual irrigation water applied per unit
and more. By 2025, the California almond community
of crop yield. While 77 percent of almond farms utilize
efficient microirrigation, nearly double the 42 percent commits to achieving zero waste in orchards by putting
average for California farms, further improvements everything grown to optimal use.
are underway. ABC is working with farmers to support
their progress up the Almond Irrigation Improvement
Continuum, a roadmap created by irrigation experts
that outlines key irrigation management practices and
how to achieve increasing levels of precision in each area.

Given that almond coproducts are widely utilized already,
progress toward this goal focuses on reducing the industry’s
environmental footprint and adding value – economically
and environmentally – via three key measures. These
include: 1) significant increases in recycling trees into the
Achieving Zero Waste by Using Everything the soil when an orchard is removed, using the trees’ woody
biomass to build healthier soils and address climate
Orchard Grows
Almonds grow in a shell, protected by a hull, on a tree, change via increased carbon sequestration, 2) diversifying
and the California almond community ensures that applications for hulls and shells beyond current uses in the

California dairy industry and 3) the effective elimination
of open burning as a means to dispose of woody biomass.
Additional Opportunities for Innovation
In addition to water sustainability and coproduct utilization, investing in research has also resulted in significant
advancements in the areas of nutrient management, air
quality and honey bee health. For example, farmers work
closely with beekeepers and follow research-based best
practices to ensure the safety of honey bees, essential to
pollinating almonds. ABC has funded more research
related to honey bee health than any other crop group,
with 125 projects funded to date. This year, California
almond farmers have added to that investment with five
new research projects totaling $336,000.
“I often think of us as surfers,” said ABC chair, Holly
King. “Surfers are strategic about where to catch a wave,
and we’ve done that over the years with our research
investments, catching the wave that will bring the
greatest return. Today’s investment will not only help
farmers grow almonds more efficiently, but also ensures
we’re solidly riding the wave to a more sustainable farm
of the future.”
ABC research projects are funded through an assessment
placed on each pound of almonds grown in California.
After review by third-party research advisors and
workgroups focused on distinct almond farming topics,
projects are selected by a committee of almond farmers
and processors based on strategic alignment to industry
needs and anticipated impact of the research.
For more information about ABC’s 46 years of almond
farming and environmental research, and to explore
how this research supports the California almond
community in growing the farm of the future, visit
Almonds.com/GrowingGood.

Your Local and Trusted Partner for Ag Lending and 1031 Exchanges
Our team of skilled professionals are available to help you identify a strategy for your
individual and agribusiness goals. We help you navigate through complex agricultural
financing and tax-deferred property exchange solutions.

Rob Hallum
Ag Division Manager
661.859.2505

Mike Martens
Ag Relationship Manager
661.630.4903

661.859.2500 | missionbank.com

•
•
•
•

Mission Bank 1031 Exchange has managed over $1 billion in exchange transactions
Deposits are held at Mission Bank where strength, security and safety are foremost
Easy access to exchange transaction activity and monthly bank statements
Mission Bank provides loans to help accommodate 1031 Forward or Reverse Exchanges

Together, we deliver high quality people and service to get the job done. Let’s get to work!

Karen Clemans
1031 Exchange Officer
661.321.4820

Savannah Nunn
1031 Exchange Associate
661.859.2504
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Lucas Espericueta: “A Numbers Guy”
Aiding Farmers
Continued from Page 1

WE KNOW AG !

CUSHMAN & WAKEFIELD
LAND ADVISORY GROUP

LAND ADVISORY GROUP

Leadership Foundation. As part of the program,
Lucas traveled to South East Asia to glean leadership
lessons from past regional wars, the Thai Monarchy,
and the capitalist economy of communist Vietnam.
He learned many ways to help support others through
the skills he acquired.

•

•

Depth of Coverage - 100+ land professionals offering local market intelligence throughout the US and Canada.

Shortly after his return, he joined the Farm Bureau
and acquainted himself with the Young Farmers &
Ranchers where he later became chair. As chair, he
started YFR’s annual Charity Farmers Market where
local farmers donated produce which is exchanged
with the public for cash donations. Proceeds are used
each year to build gardens around the community
with projects completed at the Boys and Girls Club
and Bakersfield Homeless Center.

•

Aligning Goals with Proven Land Strategies - Our consultative approach helps our clients first identify financial goals, for which we can
then recommend an appropriate and proven land strategy.

•

As chair, Espericueta started YFR’s annual Charity Farmers
Market (Kern County Young Farmers & Ranchers)

Fair’s financial situation was looking bleak in June
2020, things have turned a bit for the better with
He saw the unique ability the Farm Bureau supplies the swap meet opening up and some new contracts.
farmers. When you’re busy running the day-to-day Despite the challenges and disappointment of the 2020
operations and checking the soil, it tends to be a stretch Kern County Fair being cancelled, the communities’
to pay attention to what legislators are deciding in their kids who showed their animals virtually did significantly
air-conditioned chambers. Fortunately, that monitoring well! So well, in fact, that they raised more per kid
is something the Farm Bureau has a handle on and than with “buyer number 9.” However, there were
can speak up for the tens of thousands of farmers who about 10% of the kids showing than years previous.
are fighting the fight to keep the state and country Espericueta believes every year is a new year full of
supplied and fed.
opportunity and a chance to help by giving food to
Later in 2016, Lucas was appointed by Governor Brown charity while supporting the community.
to the Kern County Fair Board, where he has aided
them as chairman of the finance committee. Having
an adept financial advisor helps keep doors open and
jobs filled. Unfortunately, for 2020 into this next year
that also involves when the government decides doors
should be allowed to be open. Even though the KC

From growing up in the shop helping his dad out, Lucas
fell in love with the farm, raising steers, planting seeds
to see them nurture to full growth, and pursuing his
education. Today he continues to work with farmers
and does so with the understanding of the perseverance
and persistence required of those in the Ag industry.

Western Growers’ Jason Resnick
Promoted to Senior Vice President
Press Release Provided by Western Growers
Western Growers’ veteran Jason Resnick has been
promoted to Senior Vice President and General
Counsel.
“Over the past 17 years, Jason has demonstrated
an unrivaled commitment to Western Growers and
our membership and has provided indispensable
counsel to the senior leadership team throughout his
tenure with the organization,” said Western Growers
President & CEO Dave Puglia. “In addition to his
core responsibilities as General Counsel, Jason has
helped shape our work on important public policy
issues, especially immigration. His strategic mind
and trusted counsel are of immense importance to
me and our Board of Directors.”

Resnick joined Western Growers in 2003 as a staff
attorney and most recently served as Vice President
and General Counsel. The promotion is in recognition
of the additional duties he has assumed, such as
managing the affairs of the Board of Directors as
corporate secretary, establishing Western Growers
H-2A Services as a premier H-2A services agency
and overseeing the Legal and Trade Practices and
Commodity Services Departments.
“It’s truly an honor, and I’m humbled and grateful for
this opportunity,” said Resnick. “During my time at
Western Growers, I have learned so much about this
wonderful industry from extraordinary colleagues,
past and present, our visionary members, and the
dedicated attorneys who have been zealous advocates
for the industry for many years. I am inspired every
day by my colleagues who continue to raise the bar
for serving our members.”
Resnick is “AV” Peer Review Rated by MartindaleHubbell and is a frequent speaker and contributor to
Western Grower & Shipper magazine on employment
law and ag labor issues. He serves as vice president on
the board of directors for the Agricultural Personnel
Management Association (APMA), is on the board
of iFoodDecisionSciences, Inc. and is a past co-chair
of the Agribusiness Committee of the State Bar of
California.

Resnick received his bachelor’s degree from the
Western Growers’ veteran Jason Resnick has been promoted University of California, Irvine and his JD from the
to Senior Vice President and General Counsel
University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law.

About Cushman & Wakefield - Cushman & Wakefield (NYSE: CWK) is a
leading global real estate services firm that delivers exceptional value
for real estate occupiers and owners. Cushman & Wakefield is among
the largest real estate services firms with approximately 51,000 employees in 400 offices and 70 countries.

History of Success - Our professionals have expertly navigated land
transactions through several economic cycles, bringing our clients a
clear understanding of how to maximize profit.
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THROUGH THE YEARS: HISTORIC TRANSACTIONS

KEVIN PALLA, AFM

| Associate Director

kevin.palla@paccra.com 661-333-1000
LIC#01514403

Paccom Realty Advisors, Inc.

BAKERSFIELD, CA
LAND
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BAKERSFIELD, CA
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BAKERSFIELD, CA
LAND
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5060 California Avenue • Suite 1000
Bakersfield, CA 93309
www.paccra.com
LIC #09191464
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DAILY AG NEWS
Rewind 98.1 FM is your source for Daily AG news!
From 4am-6am you can listen to daily Market report updates
from our “Market Line” and the award-winning
“Line on Agriculture report”. Rick Worthington can catch you up
on daily Cattle and Dairy info with the “Farm & Ranch report”.

Join us Monday-Friday 4am-6am for the valley’s largest
AG radio programs only on Rewind 98.1 FM
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Scholarships Offered by California Table Grape Growers AFIA Awarded
Press Release Provided by the California Table Grape Commission workers: one for $25,000 for those attending a four-year
California university and one for $14,500 for those
Three types of university/college scholarships are
attending two years of community college followed
now available to students in the table grape growing
by two years at a California university. A third type of
regions of California.
$25,000 scholarship is for those interested in studying
Two types of scholarships are offered for field agriculture and building a career in the table grape

industry. Three of each type of scholarship are available.

The deadline for all scholarship applications is Friday,
February 12, 2021 at 5 p.m. Scholarship applications
are found at https://www.grapesfromcalifornia.com/
communityoutreach/.

Seasonal Recipe

Federal Funding
to Support Global
Market Access
Opportunities
Press Release Provided by the American Feed Industry Association

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Foreign
Agricultural Service (FAS) awarded the American
Feed Industry Association (AFIA) $200,000 for 2021
through the Market Access Program (MAP) to support
increasing access to U.S. animal food products abroad.
The move grants the trade association “cooperator”
status for the first time, providing the AFIA the ability
to independently manage the U.S. government funds
starting on Jan. 1, 2021.
“We are appreciative of the USDA’s recognition
of the AFIA as the industry leader in animal feed,
feed ingredients and pet food trade,” said AFIA’s
President and CEO Constance Cullman. “The U.S.
animal food industry has solutions that can help
countries boost the efficiency and quality of their
animal production practices and pet food diets in
a sustainable way. Unfortunately, regulatory and
policy constraints continue to block these products
from competing fairly in many foreign markets. The
AFIA looks forward to partnering with the USDA
to address these trade barriers.”

Word Search
Word Bank

� California
� Apples
� Fa r m
� Reading
� Cake
� New Year

� Chickens
� Goats
� Shovel
� Leaves
� Tractor
� Calf

December Answer Key
Across – 2.) CALM 4.) Wreath 5.) Cattle 8.) Pistachio 9.)
Christmas 10.) Carrots 11.) Bells
Down – 1.) Sleigh 3.) Mashed Potatoes 5.) Cookies 6.)
Grapes 7.) Citrus

With the newly granted USDA FAS MAP funds,
the AFIA will be able to enhance efforts to grow
the U.S. animal food industry’s $12.6 billion export
market through continued international stakeholder
engagement and education, participation in global
standard-setting initiatives and efforts that ensure
U.S. trade agreements realize their full potential.
Through the MAP, the FAS partners with trade
associations, such as the AFIA, and others to share
the costs of promoting U.S. agricultural products and
commodities abroad to build and expand commercial
export markets. The AFIA has received access to
MAP funds through a third-party cooperator for the
past two years to cover programs related to market
access in China as well as to address international
standards development.
The new funding will allow the AFIA’s International
Trade Committee to expand U.S. animal food
industry priorities, such as supporting work on the
continued implementation of the U.S.-China phase
one trade agreement and educating foreign end-users
and regulators about the efficacy of regulations and
the advantages (e.g., utility, safety and quality) that
U.S. animal food products bring to animal production
and balanced pet diets.
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True Wisdom in the Christmas Story
ignore their families, their tradition, their nationalism,
and their native religion. They knew that they were
searching for not simply a baby, but a virgin-born
child. They knew Numbers 24:17: “… there shall
My husband and I have been reading the Book of
come a Star out of Jacob, and a Scepter shall rise out
Proverbs and this book of the Bible has a lot to say about
of Israel…”. They knew to look for a star that would
wisdom. Thus, this Christmas season I have “wisdom”
show them a king in Israel.
on my mind. I have come to believe that searching for
Christ is true wisdom. This makes me curious about The Magi rode miles through dangerous territories
the Wise Men or Magi in the Christmas story. I know to reach the Holy Land, where the Messiah would be
very little about them, so I decided to do some research born. (Matthew only states that they came from the
about them. I found out that they were the kingmakers east.) Most stories of the Magi have just three wise men,
of their day, which explains why Herod greeted them but we don’t know how many Magi there were. The
number, three, is used because three gifts are named.
and felt so threatened by them.
Also, the traditional story has the men coming quietly
Magi appeared in the seventh century BC in the Median
on camels into Jerusalem. Having lived in Saudi Arabia,
Empire. (The Median Empire is now called Iran.)
the version of the Magi story in my head has them
The Magi were not common ignorant men; they were
riding on powerful Arabian horses or Persian steeds
well-educated. They had great knowledge of astronomy,
with a small powerful army of soldiers and servants
agriculture, mathematics, and history, but how did they
to protect them. And, as kingmakers, they would not
come to know of the coming of the Messiah?
come quietly into the city of Jerusalem. As nobility, they
When King Nebuchadnezzar conquered Judah and would have entered with much fanfare. They arrived
the City of Jerusalem in a campaign originally against and went everywhere in town asking where the King
Egypt, he brought back a Jewish boy named Daniel of the Jews had been born. This troubled King Herod
and some of his companions to Babylon. Now, Daniel and the other Israelites as they were all threatened,
was known for his wisdom and righteousness and was especially King Herod, who had been conferred King
to be trained in Babylon. I am sure that Daniel, a by Caesar Augustus himself. Troubled, Herod asked
Jewish lad, told the Magi about the coming Messiah the chief priests and the scribes, who answered that the
and the Scriptures. Daniel would certainly have been scriptures said the Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem,
believed because during his stay in Babylon, King some five and a half miles south from Jerusalem. The
Nebuchadnezzar had a dream, which he forgot, but actual verses from the Bible are Micah 5:2: “But thou,
he wanted the Magi of the land to give him back the Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the
dream with its interpretation. When the Magi could thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth
not tell him or interpret the dream, he was so angry unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth
that he was going to kill all the Magi, including Daniel. have been from of old, from everlasting.
Daniel prayed to God and God gave him the ability Then King Herod asked to speak privately to the
to both know and interpret the dream.
Wise Men. He informed them that they should go

By Sandy Mittelsteadt
Faith Contributor, Valley Ag Voice

As a result, Daniel saved the Magi and became their
hero. He used his influence to tell the Magi about God
and the coming Messiah. It is nice to know that at least
some of the Magi believed Daniel and searched for a
Savior, a miracle baby. In order to do this, they had to

to Bethlehem and asked when the star appeared.
The Magi continued on and left Jerusalem because
the star they were following moved on to Bethlehem.
Matthew Chapter 2, verse 10 states: “When they
saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.”

always lead back to Jesus Christ, the Messiah. I hope
you understand that you can hold in your hands a
supernatural Book — one that has made hundreds of
predictions even thousands of years ahead. This book,
the Bible, wants to reveal a God who really wants
people to know Him. I pray you seek the Messiah
personally and just not to know about Him. You
can-not love someone you do not know.

They continued their search until they found the
babe in the manger. That didn’t stop their search
because the babe was not in a palace; they didn’t
decide to do more study; they didn’t debate about
the baby, or wait until a better day, instead they fell
down and worshiped Him.
Let’s join the ranks with these Magi, these Wise
The essence of wisdom is to search for the truth and Men, and seek true wisdom from the Messiah, Jesus
any honest search for the truth of why you exist will Christ, today.

Free Mulch!
Farm ♦ Business ♦ Home ♦ Garden

Mulch Can Help So Much!
Reduces Erosion
Reduces Overexposure
Reduces Water Evaporation
Reduces Overwatering
Reduces Wilting

Bakersfield Compost Facility
6 6 1 - 8 3 5 - 8 8 7 3 ♦ 2 6 0 1 S M T Ve r n o n AV E

Available In Bulk
Every Day ♦ 7 AM – 4 PM
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