
Farmers, Ranchers Celebrate Defeat of Split-roll Tax Measure
Press Release Provided by the California Farm Bureau Federation

Crediting a unified effort by California farmers, 
ranchers and their organizations, California Farm 
Bureau Federation President Jamie Johansson 
thanked voters for rejecting the split-roll tax measure 
on the Nov. 3 ballot.

The initiative, Proposition 15, would have allowed 
reassessment and higher property taxes on a variety 
of business properties, including agricultural struc-
tures and improvements such as barns, dairies, 
wineries, processing plants, vineyards and orchards. 
Nearly 52% of voters rejected the measure in votes 
counted to date; the Associated Press projected its 
defeat Nov. 11.

“Farmers can breathe a little easier today, knowing 
their hard work made the difference to turn back 
the largest property tax increase in California 
history, which would have created havoc for family 
farmers and ranchers across our state,” Johansson 
said during a virtual news conference conducted 

today by the measure’s opponents.

“For months, we’ve said Prop 15 would hurt farmers, 
ranchers and ultimately all families, through higher 
food prices,” Johansson said. “What’s clear from 
these results is that more than 8 million California 
voters recognized this reality and agreed with our 
efforts to stop this ill-advised initiative.”

CFBF, Western Growers and the Agricultural 
Council of California formed a coalition, Family 
Farmers Against Prop 15, which mobilized rural 
voters to reject the tax measure. Johansson thanked 
the more than 1,000 family farmers who contributed 
$250 or less to the campaign and who recognized 
how damaging the measure would have been to 
rural communities. 

“Many California voters were already struggling 
with the affordability crisis facing our state before 
COVID-19, and even more are struggling now,” 
he said. “The defeat of Prop 15 can be seen as a 
rejection of this specific, harmful measure, but 

also as a broader call to our elected officials to 
stop enacting costly policies that hurt farmers, 
consumers and businesses.”

The California Farm Bureau Federation works 
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to protect family farms and ranches on behalf of 
nearly 34,000 members statewide and as part of 
a nationwide network of nearly 5.6 million Farm 
Bureau members.

Reclaimed Oilfield Water Working to 
Benefit Kern Ag
By Audrey Hill, Feature Contributor, Valley Ag Voice

As water stress and scarcity here in California rises, 
finding financially sustainable ways to irrigate our 
fields and maintain our livestock is always up for 
debate. Luckily, as we become more technologically 
advanced and work to make more efficient uses 
of what we do have available, unexpected water 
sources can be found in sectors of our economy 
no one would think to look.

Dr. Sumita Sarma and Dr. Luis Cabrales, both (m
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CSUB professors, have been working to develop 
one unexpected water source found here in Kern 
County: oil production. Although the two fields, 
agriculture and oil, tend not to mingle very well, 
they can benefit each other in creative ways. Dr. 
Sarma has her PhD in Entrepreneurship and 
Innovation and has been working alongside others 
like Dr. Cabrales, who specializes in fibers and 
biopolymers, and CSUB students on their project 
“Diffusion of an Innovative Product: The Case 
of Reusing OPW,” which aims to further develop 
electrochemical oxidation technology to reclaim 
wastewater from the oilfields of Kern County and 
transform it into clean, usable water for agriculture 
at a fair price.

They are also working to find and develop a 
community that could support and be supported 
using this technology on a commercial level. This 
would reduce the amount of water wasted through 
oil production and make it easier to find, and 
hopefully in the near future, cheaper for local farms.

According to Sarma, this project is grouped into 
two areas: engineering through processing the water 
and entrepreneurship with marketing the idea to 
those who would be involved. Over summer of 
2020, she worked on the entrepreneurship side to 
answer questions like, “What are the key barriers 
to widespread adoption of oilfield produced water 
for agricultural irrigation, and what can be done 
to overcome these barriers?” In the process, she 
is working to get the entrepreneurs, investors, and 

Continued on Page 4
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Online Sales Drive Success 
at All States Ag Parts
By Sabrina Ziegler, Contributor, Valley Ag Voice

While businesses have had to either adapt or face the 
threat of closing their doors amid the coronavirus 
pandemic, those who have found success are living 
examples of the Chinese proverb, “in every crisis lies 
the seed of opportunity.”

In the case of All States Ag Parts, not only can this 
truth be applied to business, but to tractor parts as well.

The salvage yard off Pond Road in McFarland 
is what Outside Sales Manager John Silva calls a 
“high-tech junkyard.”

Continued on Page 4

LEFT–RIGHT Antonio Davila, John Silva, Jacob Garza, Sara 
Rivers, Chuck Hice, and David Leper
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Young Farmers & Ranchers
By Lindsey Mebane 
President, 
Kern County Young 
Farmers & Ranchers

As I sit here writing my 
final article as the Kern 
Young Farmers and 
Ranchers President, I 

can’t help but be thankful. I am overwhelmingly 
thankful for being in this industry. Being a fifth-gen-
eration cattle rancher, agriculture is in my blood, and 
I couldn’t imagine life any other way. If COVID-19 
taught me anything, it is that I am so glad to be a 
part of an essential industry. Besides masks and social 
distancing, life at my home continued as usual. There 
were still potatoes to grow, cattle to raise, and people 
to feed. This industry has provided me with so many 
great opportunities, and I wouldn’t be the person I 
am today without it. YF&R and Farm Bureau truly 
have so many great leadership opportunities for people 
to take part in.

Next, I am thankful for all of you. Thank you for 
reading my articles. To see people at events and 
outings who stop to tell me how much they enjoy my 
article means so much to me. You have all been so 
encouraging and that means a lot from a small-town 
girl from rural San Diego county. I am by no means a 
writer (which I am sure you all figured out early on) but 
this column has helped me inform people as to what 
our group is up to and given me a platform to share 
my voice and advocate for farmers and ranchers. I 
hope that through my articles I was able to share our 
YF&R story, give you a glimpse of my life, educate, 
advocate, and humor you occasionally.

I am tremendously grateful and thankful to say that 
Proposition 15 failed on the November ballot. If you 
recall from my article two months ago this was going 
to put a lot of farmers and ranchers in a financial 

and are still struggling with 
this pandemic. It is my 
hope that this year while 
you are doing your holiday 
shopping you will think of 
the local shops and support 
them. I plan to do most of, if 
not all my holiday shopping 
supporting the local and 
small businesses.

As for the Kern YF&R 
group we saw some chal-
lenges in 2020. Meetings 
couldn’t be held as usual, 
fundraisers were cancelled 
and modified, and we 
battled with how to still 
be involved. We adapted, 

and here we are still standing. By the time the next 
article is released there will be a new officer team for 
the 2021 term. I am so excited for the future of the 
Kern County YF&R because we have a solid group 
of people. If you are interested in joining the group 
and are between the ages of 18-35 please let us know. 
You can find us on Facebook, Instagram, or just email 
us at kernyfr@kerncfb.com.

With the end of 2020 upon us and the start of the 
new year it is my hope that each one of you enjoy the 
holiday season and have a happy and healthy new 
year. Let’s hope 2021 looks a little better and brighter 
than 2020. Cheers and thank you again for all your 
support of the YF&R group.

strain or even out of business with a major tax increase. 
This proposition was threatening the next generation of 
my family ranch, along with many others, and now we 
can all sleep a little better at night knowing that we will 
make it through. I thank everyone that voted no. It took 
a great effort but we as farmers, ranchers, small business 
owners, and so many more came out on top. So, thank you.

COVID-19 changed the way we operate this year–that’s 
for sure. I think it opened my eyes as to how important 
it is to support local businesses. Don’t get me wrong, I 
will still be a Costco regular but being able to go to the 
local bakery, restaurant, coffee shop, and boutiques has 
been so important in 2020. So many businesses suffered 

(bernatets photo / Shutterstock)
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rainfall. The future of the valley and southern California 
municipalities depends on collaborative approaches, 
and despite some expected pushback those processes 
are well underway.

The crossroads are in front of California, and the path 
is clear. The Kern County Farm Bureau vows to hold 

accountable those in the levers of power. Our organi-
zation will pursue success not only for Kern County, 
but for the incredible agricultural industry that has 
made California an international powerhouse. We 
encourage you to stay involved and reach out to us 
at any time with questions regarding the industry.

President’s Message
production farming is not overlooked. The county 
shareholders, agencies, districts, and the landowners 
who fund those organizations must do their best 
to stay on the same page. This means when there 
is a bill like SB 559, local shareholder dissent (this 
actually happened) is detrimental not only to the 
direct beneficiaries of the repairs, but the basin as a 
whole. Together the basin will prosper, or together 
the basin will fail.

The new federal biological opinions signed by Presi-
dent Trump on February 19th, 2020 were a huge step 
in the right direction for increased water deliveries to 
the south of the Delta. Unfortunately, and notoriously, 
after the announcement the state of California im-
mediately filed a claim with its adversary, the Trump 
Administration. The state needs reminding that the 
biological opinions were kickstarted by the Obama 
administration. If there is a Biden administration, 
the hope is that cooler heads will prevail, and the 
new administration will honor the biological opinions 
started by 44 and signed by 45. If, by the time this is 
printed, there is a Trump administration (and likely 
civil war), California leaders will either continue 
the fool’s errand of litigation or begin making real 
progress for water transfers in our battered state. It’s 
not beyond this writer to admit that these scenarios 
are optimistic, but that is the nature of a farmer. 
Whichever scenario plays out, recognizing the value 
of projects such as the San Joaquin Valley Blueprint 
especially as it corresponds to the Governor’s Water 
Resiliency Portfolio is a meaningful step in the right 
direction for the multi-beneficial use of surface water 
supplies made available by California’s snowpack and 

By John Moore 
President, Kern County 
Farm Bureau

Hopefully by the time this article is printed in the 
next edition of the Valley Ag Voice we have line of 
sight on the next President of the United States, but 
as litigation proceeds any sort of quick decision is 
unlikely. Whatever the case may be, agricultures 
challenges persist. California agriculture is at a cross-
roads, and the next administration will have to reckon 
with decades of deferred maintenance on our water 
infrastructure projects and the frivolous court battles 
exhausted between the state of California and the 
federal government.

The aging water infrastructure systems of the state 
and federal projects continue to put undue strain 
on agricultural and municipal water users in a time 
when bolstering water supplies is paramount for the 
sustainability of valley groundwater. The time to shift 
the paradigm from a myopic view of groundwater 
and demonizing “cherry picked” surface water de-
livery systems to a more holistic multi-beneficial use 
perspective is yesterday. Unfortunately, the following 
statement is controversial: certain systems (i.e. Fri-
ant-Kern Canal) depend on investment from ALL 
of its members and water users if the valley is to ever 
come into balance per the Sustainable Groundwa-
ter Management Act. The fact that water markets 
may very well become just-as-or-more lucrative as 

Where We Go 
From Here

By Colleen Taber 
Administrator, Kern 
County Farm Bureau

The Kern County Farm 
Bureau kicked off 2020 with our annual Spray Safe 
event, educating over 600 agriculturists! Shortly after 
that, President Trump arrived in Bakersfield, and the 
ag community was strongly represented. In March, 
we brought over 2000 Kern County youth to the 
fairgrounds to learn about where their food comes 
from at our annual Ag Day in the City. Mid-March, 
California was placed on a shelter-in-place order due 
to COVID-19. Our job at the Farm Bureau is to keep 
our members and beyond informed while advocating 
for agriculture. Our weekly ENews and EBlasts are 
a great tool to get out the latest information and 
resources. We utilized our committees to start to pivot 
fundraising events and membership outreach. We 
attended webinars and virtual meetings to stay up 
to date with the constant outpouring of information. 
In preparation for the election season, we facilitated 
roundtables with delegates. We hosted our drive-thru 
BBQ, Bounty On The Go. Most recently, we had 

Administrator’s Report
Hindsight is 2020, A Year in Review

our annual Golf Classic. While these events were 
different due to current state restrictions, they were 
successful in bringing together our ag community.

We have an exciting 2021 ahead. Stay tuned for 
our virtual Spray Safe event hosted on the CAPCA 
website while providing access to CE Units. A huge 
thanks to Bakersfield College for partnering with 
us on this project! There will be smaller gatherings 
providing networking opportunities. We are learning 
to redefine success. A membership with the Kern 
County Farm Bureau means relentless advocacy, 
and it’s our pleasure to serve. Join us on a journey to 
advocate through adversity. Bring on 2021!

Farm Day in the City, March 2020
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Early Days of Kern County Dairy Production
By Mike McCoy 
Executive Director, Kern 
County Museum

I was nosing around in 
the museum’s archives 
the other day and found 
a funny but enlightening 
article by J.M. Hunter on 

the Kern dairy industry. It originally appeared in the 
Bakersfield Californian but reprinted in the Pacific 
Rural Press June 11, 1898. Hunter was a purported 
Kern County dairyman and apparently quite a 
humorist as well. He writes the article to remind 
his fellow Kern County residents that the “modern 
dairy industry of 1898” had very humble beginnings.

Hunter begins his history of milk production in the 
Central Valley by saying that the industry was an 
afterthought by stockmen who were focused on raising 
beef. He said that milking cows had always been done 
“but in the crudest manner possible.” He went on 
to say that, “There was never the least realization 
of the vast possibilities for successful dairying as an 
independent industry.” Hunter then says in about 
1880, some of the ranchers cobbled together some 
simple sheds and began to think about milking the 
wild range cows for commercial milk and butter. 
“Attracted no doubt by the distended udders of the 
wild cows on the succulent alfalfa fields.”

Milking wild cattle was no easy affair. Wooden chutes 
were constructed. “Long box affairs that were just 
wide enough to squeeze in one cow after another.” 
He says the vaqueros would round up the cows into 
a pen and one at a time the cows were shoved into 
the milking crates. “Through a hole in the side of the 

subsistence dairy business that just supplied the local 
area with milk and butter.

Things turned around though toward the end of the 
century. Modern cooling appliances and better stock 
breeding led to a re-emergence of the dairy industry 
in the Southern Valley. The other important boost 
to the industry was the development of commercial 
alfalfa. Baker’s original field was alfalfa and farmers 
were reporting seven crops a year in the long growing 
season. Hunter noted this was the essential ingredient 
in successful dairy farming—“good forage,” and 
Kern had plenty for the dairies.

With the advent of cooling appliances, the hot central 
valley could now compete with California’s coastal 
dairy industry. Another advantage was that the warm 
nights eliminated the need for barns. There were also 
opposite seasons from the East and the California 
Coast so that Kern’s dairy could produce when the 
competitors were dry. Butter was being shipped to 

The Peacock Dairy was founded in Bakersfield in 1902 by 
Harrison Peacock (Kern County Museum)

chute, the cow’s hind legs were tied and the Chinese 
or Swiss milker proceeded to jerk what milk he could 
from the frightened cow.” If a cow was found to be a 
good milker, she was used to suckle calves and then 
put out to pasture after three months.

Hunter, writing in 1898, reminds his audience that 
in the pioneer days there were none of the “modern 
appliances for cooling milk” and this made com-
mercial production of milk and butter difficult. He 
did comment favorably on an early cheese industry 
and said, “large quantities were shipped even under 
such difficulties.” Hunter went on to comment that 
a winter dairy industry in Kern County would have 
been successful, but tradition always held with spring 
and summer milking with cows going to pasture in 
the Fall. This led to the few dairy operations going 
out of business in the 1880s. All that was left was a 

San Francisco and Los Angeles from Kern County 
by 1898. Cheese had always been a subsistence 
article in Kern County with the limited supply being 
consumed by local residents. In 1896 the Bakersfield 
Creamery was built and began “making a uniform 
cheese of good quality and in condition for shipment.”

The other large dairy in Kern County at the turn 
of the century was the Rosedale Creamery with its 
150 cows. Their butter made the news when it scored 
a high 98 points at the Dairyman’s Union in San 
Francisco. Hunter said that this dispelled the old 
story that it was too hot to make butter in Bakersfield. 
He advocated for better cattle and “more of them.”

Hunter ends his article with the suggestion that the 
sky was the limit for a Kern County dairy industry 
with its mild winters and access to large city markets. 
“A growing realization of what can be done here and 
coming into competition with outside markets are 
awakening attention.”

Larsons Dairy had a drive-through option beginning in the 
1950s (Kern County Museum)

John Deere 7330 High Crop John Deere 9470RT

1-888-461-0625 ATIMachinery.com

Serving Farmers
Since 1975

ATI MACHINERY
• Challenger MT865 – MT855 – MT845 – MT835 – MT765
• John Deere 9620T – 9520T – 8430T – 8520T – 8400T
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• Case MX285 – MXM175 Wheel Tractors
• Cat D8K Direct Drive Mounted and Drawbar Tractors
• Cat D6C – 3 & 5 Shank Rippers - Discs

AG EQUIPMENT RENTAL

“As a senior member of the House Agriculture 
Committee, Congressman Costa has consistently shown 
his ability to work across the aisle while demonstrating 
a common-sense and pragmatic approach in dealing 
with a wide array of agricultural issues,” said Elaine 
Trevino, president of the Almond Alliance of California.

Casey Creamer, president/CEO of California Citrus 
Mutual, said the House Agriculture Committee 

Collin Peterson, D-Minn., was defeated for re-election.

The letter cites Costa’s 16 years of experience representing 
an agriculturally productive congressional district in 
the San Joaquin Valley, plus his long-time advocacy 
on behalf of federal nutrition programs, expansion of 
foreign markets for U.S. farm products, workforce issues 
and immigration reform, agricultural research, natural 
resources policy and on-farm conservation programs.

“Jim Costa has a broad and deep understanding of 
what’s needed to bring food and farm products to 
Americans’ homes,” said Jamie Johansson, president of 
the California Farm Bureau, one of the organizations 
that signed the letter. “The people and businesses in 
his district encompass every aspect of the food system, 
giving him a unique perspective on what’s needed to 
assure continued supplies of safe, affordable, plentiful 
food and farm products.”

Ian LeMay, president of the California Fresh Fruit 
Association, described Costa as “a trusted voice and a 
stalwart advocate for both producers and consumers. He 
understands the issues affecting production agriculture, 
nutrition, conservation, labor and natural resources, 
and can create consensus for a better way forward.”

“Farmers are increasingly seen as critical partners in 
the implementation of environmental policies, yet much 
more needs to be done to provide them the resources 
needed to meet regulatory mandates and ensure farmers 
are true partners in environmental policy, and no one 
understands this as deeply as Jim,” Western Growers 
President and CEO Dave Puglia said.

Press Release Provided by California Farm Bureau Federation 

A coalition of California farm organizations and 
water districts has formally asked House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi to appoint Rep. Jim Costa, D-Fresno, as 
the new chair of the House Agriculture Committee.

In a letter sent to Pelosi today, the 70 organizations 
said Costa “possesses the experience and leadership 
adeptness” to serve effectively as committee chair. The 
position opened last week when the current chair, Rep. 

Jim Costa, U.S. Representative for California’s 16th district

California Farm Groups Urge Costa Appointment as Agriculture
Committee Chair agriculture’s importance not only for our farmers, but 

for underserved communities and national security. 
Congressman Jim Costa is that leader.”

“It is vital to the future success of California agri-
culture to be represented by a member who can be 
a voice for our industry and help us work together 
on issues prevalent to our industry’s future,” said 
Kirti Mutatkar, president and CEO of UnitedAg.

“needs a leader 
who understands 
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Reclaimed Oilfield 
Water Working to 
Benefit Kern Ag
Continued from Page 1
producers excited about the project.

Not only is this project beneficial to local farmers, 
it would bring in more opportunities for growth in 
many other fields as well. During the work on this 
project, she has interviewed and surveyed many 
stakeholders including, of course, large and small 
oil and ag producers, but also entrepreneurs who 
could develop this tech commercially including 
water district managers, water board personnel, 
environmentalists and other academics to assess 
their needs.

One of the barriers she has found throughout the 
public eye is a hesitancy to trust produced water–es-
pecially oil-produced water–as a valid water source 
for our crops. “There is a disgust toward produced 
water being used for our food that you wouldn’t find 
for something like rainwater,” she says. These fears 
seem to be our natural instinct; however, they are 
based in a misunderstanding of what the technology 
does. Sarma is working to bring people together to 
better understand how we can benefit from this 
technology and how our community as a whole 
could benefit from its implementation.

As the project moves forward, Dr. Sarma is now 
looking to find collaborators to manage the waste 
products taken out of the reclaimed water and is 
working toward installing “the technology while 
simultaneously ensuring that adequate information 
is being shared with the various stakeholders and 
their concerns are being mitigated.”

“There is a common goal among us,” Sarma states, 
to conserve the water we do have. By increasing the 
efficiency and bridging the gap between agriculture 
and oil, we can find more sustainable, holistic sources 
for water and likely many other resources. Instead of 
throwing out used water in oilfields, likely increasing 
chances for pollution, we can collect it, process it, 
and hopefully in the near future, with the help of 
Dr. Sarma and Dr. Cabrales, make it financially 
accessible to farmers, even more so than what they 
currently pay. There is an increasing demand for 
sustainability that some believe is out of financial 
reach, however some would argue that they are not 
looking in the right areas. This is what it means to be 
sustainable, to find niches where we aren’t making 
the most out of the available resources and then 
improve them.

(PixieMe / Shutterstock)

Online Sales Drive Success 
at All States Ag Parts
Continued from Page 1

“We save everything. Just because the tractor’s shot 
doesn’t mean the fuel lines don’t work, or the front 
end doesn’t work.” A tractor had caught on fire 
and was delivered to the junkyard that day, where 
its transmission was deemed to be in well-working 
condition and categorized among a warehouse 
stocked to the ceiling with parts for tractors, combines, 
skid steers, planters, drills, hay balers, and other 
construction and ag equipment.

“We’ll still buy broken down tractors, used tractors. 
We’re color blind. We’ll take new, used, aftermarket, 
remanufactured,” said Silva.

Wisconsin-based All States Ag Parts, LLC acquired 
Kern County Tractor Parts in June of 2019 and 
bought the name, which is still displayed along with 
the ASAP logo on the sign in front of the building. 
They kept the same phone number and address as 
the former business, which supplied parts throughout 
Kern County since 1996.

Inside the store, each member of the sales team is busy 
assisting customers by phone. They receive 80 to 150 
inbound phone calls per day. The callers, they say, 
are from all 50 states, as the company name implies.

Behind the store are two warehouses (one for old 
parts and another for new) and a junkyard lined 
with rows of parts, neatly organized.

“Everything out here has a purpose,” said Silva. 
“These guys found a way to organize it and catalog 
it. It takes a lot. We’ve got two guys tearing down 
tractors all day. One guy ships parts, another guy 
categorizes them, and there’s four people up front 
taking phone calls.”

Additionally, the operation has a yard manager and 

a driver who responds to 
calls to pick up non-oper-
ating equipment.

“We take a tractor that 
is old and out of service, 
break it down, and we 
sell used parts out of it for 
used parts pricing, which 
is half of new,” said Store 
Manager Gabriel Giesick. 
“So, people are happy 

because they can get their tractor up and running. 
They’re happy to learn about ASAP. It allows us to 
get them products lower than MSRP. We have done 
that with the aid of John Silva on the B2B side.”

Silva’s role is to work with corporate farmers and 
get them set up on their business-to-business (B2B) 
program. Through the program, his customers gain 
access to an exclusive dealer website and login which 
gives them access to additional discounts. He calls 
ASAP’s program the “Amazon of tractor parts.”

“I don’t know if there is any B2B program for tractor 
parts at this level,” Silva said.

The robust online program – which has over 100,000 
stock keeping units (SKUs) – contributed to the 
increase in store sales volume since the pandemic, 
said Manager Giesick.

“Due to COVID, our sales are up 25%, and what 
that means is people are trapped at home and might 
as well work on that tractor,” said Giesick. “So, they 
get on the B2B website, find their order, place it, and 
it comes in an Amazon box.”

Silva said, “COVID is pushing the B2B even more. 
It has definitely been a helper, not a hindrance. 
Everything is phone and email right now. You can 
buy anything online. Why not tractors?”

“So, when you’re sitting at home with your feet up on 
the fireplace, and you’re listening to the fire crackling, 
drinking your mocha choca latte, and you’re ordering 
parts,” said Silva.

He compared it to standing in line at a dealership 
to pay more or find out you must wait for a part to 
be ordered.

Inside the store, each member of the sales team is busy assisting customers by phone

Both Gabriel and John come from a dealer back-
ground and made the transition to selling used parts 
when the opportunity with ASAP came along.

“I hired John over at Kern Machinery and he turned 
into my best sales [representative],” said Giesick. 
“When we are in the room together, we work the 
room. We make a dynamic duo and enjoy one 
another’s company.”

The store in McFarland is ASAP’s 12th location, 
10th salvage yard, and first location in the western 
United States. Silva is responsible for all sales west 
of the Rockies.

“I came over [from Kern Machinery] first and found 
out it was alright, and I bribed him to come over 
and play with me. I missed his personality, missed 
his abilities, and thought he would be a good fit over 
here, and it turned out he is. There is also a need 
in the valley [for what we offer]. People are tired of 
getting taken advantage of by dealers,” said Giesick.

While they are known for used parts, new parts also 
make up a large portion of ASAP’s inventory. 

“The biggest challenge is our perception. The yard 
has been out there for 20 years, and it’s been known 
as a junkyard. [However], we sell new, manufactured 
parts. Our challenge is breaking the stereotype that 
we’re more than a junkyard and letting them know 
about our B2B program,” said Giesick.

The salvage yard off Pond Road in McFarland

USCA Supports a Beef Checkoff Program Accountable 
to the Producers It Intends to Serve
Press Release Provided by the U.S. Cattlemen’s Association

The United States Cattlemen’s Association (USCA) 
supports a Beef Checkoff program that is accountable 
to the people it intends to serve. We support the 
producer’s right to vote in a national referendum, 
as stated in our policy book.

The petition currently before us offers the option 
of an up or down vote on the termination of the Beef 
Promotion and Research Order, specifically referring 
to the Beef Promotion and Research Act of 1985.

USCA respectfully asks the following of the petition-
ers: Following a successful petition drive and vote to terminate 
the Beef Checkoff program, do the petitioners intend to establish 
a new checkoff under the 1996 Commodity Checkoff Act?

USCA Checkoff Committee Chairman Chuck 

Kiker issued the following statement:

“We look forward to receiving a response from the 
petitioners on the above requests. USCA’s Checkoff 
Committee recently met to discuss the petition for 
referendum. We agree with the petitioners that a 
properly-functioning checkoff program would not 
fund nearly eighty percent of one policy organization’s 
annual budget.

“But, we are concerned that a vote to do away with 
the Beef Checkoff program only terminates the 
national component of the Beef Checkoff. The 
Cattlemen’s Beef Board and oversight provided by 
USDA will be terminated, leaving only the State 
Beef Councils and Federation of State Beef Councils, 
who can still be funded with state dollars.”

“We sincerely hope our organizations can all work 
together to bring forth meaningful reform to the 
Beef Checkoff program.”

(Creative Freeke / Shutterstock)
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Cotton Farmers Look for Market Stability

even before COVID happened due to the Chinese 
tariffs,” said Roger Isom, president and CEO of the 
California Cotton Ginners and Growers Association.

Isom said he estimates this year’s California cotton 
production will reach about 280.5 million pounds.

Rick Borges, who was harvesting cotton west of Tulare 
last week, said he was happy with his decision to plant 
only acala cotton this year.

“The COVID pandemic led to closures back in March, 
and I didn’t get the cotton planted until April,” Borges 
said, adding that the pandemic didn’t affect his planting 
decisions. “Once we got to the end of March/1st of 
April and it was still raining, that’s when I made the 
decision to not plant pima.”

Had springtime weather been dry, he said, he probably 
would still have planted pima.

“The way it turned out, and the price for pima cotton 
right now, I am much better off,” Borges said.

Pleased with the quality of the acala crop this year, he 
added, “I’m not happy with the price, but at least it is 
moving in the right direction right now.”

Mark Bagby, communications director for the 

At Borges Farms west of Tulare, a cotton harvester dumps a load of acala cotton into a Boll Buggy, which drops the load of cotton into 
a module maker. California farmers report market conditions for cotton may be stabilizing as mills reopen overseas. (Cecilia Parsons)

By Christine Souza 
Assistant Editor, 
Ag Alert

Reprinted with Permission 
from the California Farm 
Bureau Federation

About halfway through 
their harvest, California 

cotton farmers say the market may be stabilizing amid 
trade challenges, water shortages and market conditions 
unsettled by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Kern County farmer Jake Cauzza, who is growing 
about 500 acres of mostly pima cotton and some acala, 
said things are starting to turn around.

“In the last few months, the mills and spinners are 
coming back,” Cauzza said.

“We’ve had some more purchases and, talking to my 
cotton broker, we’re looking at like more of a 15- to 
30-cent positive gain in price, so we’re looking to get 
back to normal,” he said. “We have a lot more acala 
planted around here this year compared to the last 
five or 10 years, just because that price has stayed 
somewhat stable, whereas the pima price has pretty 
much crashed.”

Farmers report good crop quality, average to bet-
ter-than-average yields and very little pest pressure.

When growers made planting decisions early this year, 
trade challenges, reduced water availability and an 
oversupply of cotton inventory from 2019 led to about 
a 30% reduction in total acres planted.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture said it ex-
pected California farmers to grow about 186,000 
acres—146,000 of pima and 40,000 of acala or upland 
cotton—down 53,000 acres from 2019.

“A lack of water played a big role, oversupply from 2019 
played a role, and the fact that cotton wasn’t moving 

Bakersfield-based cotton cooperative Calcot Ltd., 
said American pima—a premium cotton that goes 
into products such as sheets, pillows, towels and dress 
shirts—commands a higher price than upland cotton, 
but “at the moment is coming down off of its highs.” He 
said the price for pima is $1.10-$1.15 a pound, whereas 
upland or acala is about 75 cents.

“One of the things that pima has struggled with is we 
have ample supplies and no market,” he said.

People in the cotton business said textile and retail sales 
have been hit hard by the pandemic. In the spring and 
summer, retail outlets were closed or closing, textile mills 
were closed and it was difficult to ship product overseas.

Isom said retail reports from the summer show that 
“the single biggest drop was clothing,” and described 
permanent store closures and bankruptcies of retailers 
that feature California pima cotton as “devastating.”

“The most important thing is that we get those back 
open,” Isom said. “Prices have just recently started to 
rebound, so it’s going to be tough for a while.”

Bagby said the challenge of not having retail outlets 
to sell cotton products “makes you wonder what the 
future market is going to be.”

“Is it going to be done mostly through discount outlets 
and by big-box stores, or is a mix of retailers?” he said, 
noting a rise in popularity of secondhand clothing and 
clothing exchanges.

To aid cotton farmers suffering from pandemic-related 
losses, USDA offered relief payments through the 
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program—initially to 
growers of upland cotton and later to pima growers 
as part of a second installment of the program. Bagby 
said the aid equates to $15 per acre, or about a penny 
a pound.

The U.S. is the third-largest producer of cotton, with 
production this year expected to be 17 million bales, 
he said. The world’s largest cotton producer is India, 
with anticipated production of 30 million bales, followed 
by China with an expected production of 27.3 million 
bales. Bagby said China is the world’s largest consumer 
of cotton at 37 million bales a year, and must import 
what it doesn’t produce.

“The trade-related tariffs have affected cotton quite a 
bit, and China has been looking at alternative suppliers 
like Australia and Brazil, and so our market share has 
shifted,” he said. “Every year, the markets just kind of 
move around and we have to find the best homes we 
can for the bales that we have.”

Bagby said he anticipates a slowing of world cotton 
consumption next season.

Borges said he’s hopeful conditions will improve for 
California cotton growers, and fellow farmer Cauzza 
agreed.

“The trade war with China has hit us hard, and then 
COVID hit and everything stopped,” Cauzza said. “I 
know China was getting low in inventory, so they’re 
looking to buy. Now, we’re seeing some positives in the 
market, but we’ll see what happens.”

Rewind 98.1 FM is your source for Daily AG news!
From 4am-6am you can listen to daily Market report updates 

from our “Market Line” and the award-winning
“Line on Agriculture report”. Rick Worthington can catch you up 

on daily Cattle and Dairy info with the “Farm & Ranch report”.

DAILY AG NEWS

Join us Monday-Friday 4am-6am for the valley’s largest
AG radio programs only on Rewind 98.1 FM

Farm, Ranch and Transitional Use Properties

When it is time to sell your farm there is only 1 decision! 
Pearson Realty a Tradition in Trust Since 1919

COLD OR DRY STORAGE $550,000
37,090+-square feet, storage, Earlimart 

TABLE GRAPES   $24,000±/AC & $27,000±/AC 
37.91± ac & 60.14± ac, DEID water, Delano Area 

FARMLAND  $26,500±/AC 
20+-acres, Kern Delta Water Dist, Kern Island Utility water,  
south Bakersfield

FARMLAND  $7,504±/AC 
135± ac, early land, good soils, 1 well, Arvin-Edison Area

LAND OPPORTUNITY $16,635±/AC 
150.29± acres, close to PGE sub-station, natural gas 
main line, high transmission power lines traverse the site. 
Buttonwillow, CA

DRYLAND  PRICED REDUCED $2,250±/AC 
160 acres, mostly grade 1 soils, Near Valley Acres

ALMONDS & PISTACHIOS   PRICED REDUCED $25,000±/AC 
205.21± ac, Semi-Tropic WSD & well water, good soils, 
strong yields, Shafter Area.

PISTACHIOS  $19,500+-/AC
313.81+- acres, well water, productive soils, Delano Area

ALMONDS NEW PRICE $15,250±/AC
631.12± ac and 959.54±ac, wells and Semi-Tropic WSD non 
contract service, Productive soils, Wasco Area

PISTACHIOS                 $16,886±/AC 
1,107.11± acres, well water, productive soils, Delano Area

FARMLAND     SALE PENDING    
1,267,59± acres Corcoran Irrigation District Water, W. Corcoran

PISTACHIOS   SALE PENDING 
1827.34+- acres, planted to 1,194.01+- acres pistachios and 
633.33+-acres farmland, Corcoran Irrigation District water. W. 
Corcoran Area

4900 California Ave 210B, 
Bakersfield, CA 93309

www.pearsonrealty.com
KAMERON M. STEWART 
kstewart@pearsonrealty.com

661.809.1817

ROBB M. STEWART, AFM
rstewart@pearsonrealty.com

661.303.2930

CalBRE Lic.#000020875



6     Valley Ag Voice DECEMBER 2020

Cannabis and Hemp from 2020 
to 2021, What Lies Ahead?

of CBD begins to level out, more consumers will 
start using CBD as a daily nutritional supplement,” 
said Copeland. “But we need to focus on making 
the hemp marketplace a cleaner marketplace for 
true brands to grow and establish themselves and a 
more standardized B2B climate begins to solidify.”

With hemp farmers across the state being hindered 
by excessive regulation on the crop, there was 
some progress this week at the federal level to 
loosen the 0.3% THC limit on hemp crops which 
a Senate report states “creates roadblocks for 
farmers” and could allow for a 0.5% negligence 
threshold that would spare many farmers from 
having to destroy an entire crop for noncompliance. 
This regulatory shift should help to “ensure a fair 
and reasonable” regulatory framework for hemp 
producers nationwide if approved by the Senate 
and adopted by the USDA as policy.

In contrast to the decline of the hemp market, 
California cannabis operators have much to 
celebrate this year. In yet another win for California 
cannabis growers, the California legislature ap-
proved SB 67, a new bill aimed at protecting the 
terroir of regionalized cannabis growers producing 
full-sun crops, similar in nature to the terroir-based 
appellation protections afforded to California’s 
massive wine grape and wine production industries. 
Though this impacts areas of the state better known 
for their outlaw past of cannabis production, it does 
open the door for future opportunities for Kern 
growers if the county were to ever allow outdoor 
cannabis cultivation.

Another benefit for local cannabis market op-
erators was an October 2020 announcement 
from the California Bureau of Cannabis Control 
and California Department of Tax and Fee 
Administration indicating a commitment to 
freezing current tax rates on industry operators 
through the 2021 fiscal year. By keeping taxes at 
their current rate, cannabis industry operators in 
Kern County and beyond may find themselves in 
a position to advocate and lobby for lower taxes 
moving forward from 2021 to 2022.

“As these industries gain more knowledge with 
time and experience, more consumers will gain 
confidence in spending their money on these 
products,” said Copeland. “But the industry has 
to secure its footing first before it can expand and 
remain profitable for all involved.”

By Geoffrey Taylor, MA 
Hemp Contributor, 
Valley Ag Voice

The California canna-
bis and hemp markets 
have seen a whirlwind 
year in 2020 which 
has created as many 

new solutions as new problems at the local, state 
and federal levels. As producers statewide have 
likely completed their full season harvests in both 
marketplaces, growers are reeling from the variety 
of regulations, legislation and changes they’ve 
experienced so far this year.

While this year has left many growers and industry 
operators reeling, it sets the stage for yet another 
year of change to occur at the local, state and 
federal levels to hopefully improve the state of 
both California’s cannabis industry and the state’s 
steadily declining hemp industry.

“I foresee the real profits hitting in the 2021-22 
market area, “said Travis Copeland of Unico Ag, 
a locally based agricultural consulting firm. “The 
hemp industry is a race to the bottom, but with 
that, we hope there are more industry-wide best 
practices that can emerge.”

Nationwide, 2020 has produced a glut in the hemp 
marketplace that resulted in a crash in prices 
and steep declines in production acreage from 
511,000 acres in 2019 to just 465,787 acres in 2020. 
Plus, with an oversupply of hemp from across the 
country, California growers often struggled to 
compete due to higher costs of operation, greater 
regulatory challenges and the fallout of the hemp/
CBD marketplace following Covid-19 related 
shutdowns in March.

Prices for hemp biomass remained steady through 
2019 and dropped to around $10 per pound of 
biomass moving in May of 2020, reflecting a sharp 
decrease from the year prior. Even Kern County is 
struggling to maintain a robust hemp production 
environment as production acreage has dropped 
by two-thirds from 2019 to 2020 with around 
2,000 acres being produced in the county this year. 
As of September 2019, there were roughly 7,000 
acres of hemp being produced across the county.

“As new hemp genetics emerge and all the craze 

TAC 2020 Session Covers How to 
Maximize Groundwater Recharge
Reprinted with Permission from the Almond Board of 
California

Ensuring there is enough water from surface and 
underground supplies to meet all the state’s demands 
is a complicated and often controversial task. As 
author Mark Twain famously said, “Whiskey is for 
drinking. Water is for fighting.”

Groundwater usage and potential recharge opportu-
nities are huge points of discussion in the California 
agricultural industry, particularly in the San Joaquin 
Valley. Approximately 2 million acre-feet more 
groundwater is pumped in this valley each year 
than is replenished to provide drinking water for 
people and nourishment for an enormous variety of 
annual and perennial crops, including almond trees.

In 2014, the state passed the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act (SGMA), setting deadlines for 
sustainability in many almond-growing regions 
by 2040. The act mandated the formation of 
Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) to 
oversee management and recharge efforts in specific 
local groundwater basins.

Recharge is one of the primary methods to replenish 
groundwater basins on the supply side of the equation, 
which is why it again will be the focus of a session at 
The Almond Conference. This session will be held 
on Tuesday, Dec. 8 at 10 a.m. PT.

The session will feature three experts on water issues 
in California:

• Stacey Sullivan, policy director for Sustainable 
Conservation. Sullivan will discuss state water 
policies that affect recharge, such as water rights.

• Scott Hamilton, a consultant for San Joaquin 
Valley Water Blueprint. Hamilton will discuss 
infrastructure and conveyance as part of recharge 
efforts, including the availability of canals and 
pipelines to move water as well as who is responsible 
to pay for said infrastructure.

• Laura Ramos, program manager at the California 
Water Institute at California State University, 
Fresno. Ramos will focus on how recharge 
efforts – including those undertaken by the ag 
industry – can improve drinking water supplies, 
particularly for those in more disadvantaged areas 
of the San Joaquin Valley.

Session Explores Options for Recharge
Recharge is a serious topic for almond growers, many 
of whom rely on pumping to augment whatever 
surface water allocations they receive each year.

According to the Public Policy Institute of California’s 
Water Policy Center, intentional groundwater 
recharge efforts could fill about 25% of the gap 
between current supply and demand for groundwater 
in the San Joaquin Valley, putting up to 500,000 acre-
feet of water back into aquifers each year. Without 
mitigation, the San Joaquin Valley Blueprint estimates 
as many as 1 million acres in ag production today 
could be fallowed in years to come.

There are several options for growers who want to 
try groundwater recharge. The simplest method 
involves using existing flood irrigation systems in 
the dormant season, when there is excess available 
water that can percolate down and replenish the 
aquifer. If a flood irrigation system isn’t available, 
the soil doesn’t drain well, or other obstacles stand 
in the way, growers can consider:

• installing a groundwater recharge pond on their 
property outside the orchard,

• fallowing an area within in the orchard that is 
best suited for recharge in order to develop a pond 
(sandy areas are optimal), or

• working with a GSA to develop recharge projects 
elsewhere in one’s basin.

Jesse Roseman, principal analyst for Environmental 
and Regulatory Affairs at the Almond Board of 
California (ABC), will moderate the session. His 
hope is that the discussion spurs growers to “think 
through the factors involved in recharge to better 
understand if this practice is right for their orchards.”

Though many of SGMA’s potential restrictions 
on groundwater pumping won’t take effect for 
many years, the possibility of consecutive years of 
below-average rainfall and snowfall years always 
threatens growers’ access to surface water – and 
puts pressure on aquifers.

“Some counties have already tightened up on 
approving new wells,” Roseman said. “If we have 
below-average rainfall again this year, reservoirs will 
be drawn down, impacting surface water allocations.”

Groundwater Guide Supports Grower Decisions
Beyond the session on recharge, the Almond Board 
of California (ABC) and Sustainable Conservation 
are collaborating on a Groundwater Recharge Guide 
that will be published in early 2021 and distributed 
via an Industry Roadshow. As part of this roadshow, 
ABC’s Field Outreach and Education team, along 
with other staff, will travel throughout the growing 
region of the Central Valley to meet with industry 
members and distribute content that would have 
typically been provided at an in-person Almond 
Conference. Stops along the roadshow will include 
locations in your area, including coffee shops, Farm 
Bureau offices and other places that people can safely 
gather during the pandemic.

“The document will give growers a starting point to 
learn about recharge and how it might not only fit 
into their farming operation, but also help achieve 
basinwide sustainability,” Roseman said. “Recharge 
won’t be an option on every farm or even in every 
basin, but we want to provide guidance based on 
research, informing growers on what questions to 
ask before they try it out.”

Mark your calendar for Tuesday, Dec. 8 at 10 a.m. 
to attend the session on groundwater recharge, and 
check out The Almond Conference 2020 webpage 
for the event’s complete agenda. As a reminder, The 
Almond Conference 2020 will be held completely 
virtually.

Groundwater recharge is a primary method of replenishing 
groundwater basins. This topic will again be the focus of 
a session at TAC 2020, held Tuesday, Dec. 8 at 10 a.m. 
(Almond Board of California)
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American Pistachio Growers Expands Marketing Efforts Ahead 
of Expected Record 2020 Crop

Press Release Provided by the American Pistachio Growers

American Pistachio Growers (APG) is mounting 
a full-court press to market the expected one-
billion-pound harvest that is now filling bins in 
processing facilities. APG’s strategy includes a 
virtual harvest tour in California’s San Joaquin 
Valley and a schedule of live, interactive cooking 
demonstrations with celebrity chefs catering to food 
writers and industry influencers in the U.S. as well 
as in six other countries.

This unique agricultural virtual tour will take par-
ticipants from the pistachio orchards of California’s 
San Joaquin Valley into the kitchens of some of the 
most celebrated chefs in the country. The harvest 
segment features grower Rich Kreps, of LARK 
Farms in Madera, California, as he witnesses his 
first-ever harvest.

“Watching those delicious nuts falling out of our 
trees and into the catch frames was a literal dream 
finally realized. We were truly elated when it all 
came together in our first harvest,” said Kreps. 
“After five years of labor and investment in these 
pistachio orchards, we are finally seeing our first 
paycheck.”

Trade organization pulls out 
stops with virtual harvest event 
and chef cook-alongs

APG has assembled an All-Star line-up of celebrity 
chefs who will make U.S.-grown pistachios the star of 
their dishes. Wolfgang Puck, Nancy Silverton, Gerald 
Hirigoyen and Martin Yan will guide journalists 
in the U.S., China, France, Germany, India, Italy 
and Spain through live, interactive cook-alongs via 
Zoom. The Zoom events are limited to journalists 
only. The schedule of chef events runs from Nov. 
12 through Nov. 25.

“Our growers have done their part, producing 
the world’s largest supply of quality pistachios in 
history. It’s our job at American Pistachio Growers 
to generate consumer demand around the world,” 
said Judy Hirigoyen, APG Vice President, Global 
Marketing. “Given the large number of confirmed 
journalists we have for these events, we will likely 
make this an ongoing series.”

Exports of U.S. pistachios are essential to the 
economic health of the industry as, on average, 
about 70 percent of the U.S. crop is sold in overseas 
markets. While growers in three states of California, 
Arizona and New Mexico are expected to harvest a 
record crop in 2020, growers in Iran are expected 
to harvest about 484 million pounds, less than 
half of the projected U.S. production, according 
to the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Economic 
Research Service.

“There’s no bigger time of year than now as 
American pistachio growers bring in their 2020 

(Guillermo de Oliveira / Shutterstock)

harvest, so we created this virtual event to give 
agricultural reporters, food writers, and other food 
industry professionals the red carpet treatment to 
follow pistachios from the orchard to the kitchen,” 
Hirigoyen said.

Hirigoyen said pistachios have become a highly 
popular food due to their nutrient-dense, high protein 
content. Home cooks and professional chefs, alike, 
have embraced pistachios because of their growing 
reputation as a healthy, nutritious food for active 
lifestyles. Earlier this year, pistachios earned status 
as a “complete protein,” joining other plant proteins 
such as quinoa, chickpeas and soybeans. In July, 
a university study underscored the importance of 
pistachios as part of weight loss programs.

“Our marketing team is keenly aware that more 
and more families are preparing meals at home 
during the COVID-19 pandemic and attention 
is now focused on holiday meal planning in the 
coming weeks,” said Hirigoyen. “We’re excited 
to add these unique marketing elements to raise 
consumer awareness to the large U.S. crop and 
to the fact that in addition to their popularity as a 
snack food, pistachios are playing a bigger role in 
home-prepared recipes, on restaurant menus, and 
in a growing list of consumer food items.”

Journalists who would like to join the harvest tour 
and one or more of the chef cook-alongs, can contact 
Judy Hirigoyen at (916) 580-5146 or JHirigoyen@
AmericanPistachios.org. Space is strictly limited.
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160.43 +/- Gross Acres of Navel Citrus in Arvin Edison Water Storage District, Edison Region
Asking Price: US$3,930,535

158.18 +/- Gross Acres of Open Farmland in Arvin Edison Water Storage District
Asking Price: US$3,163,600

252.79 +/- Gross Acres of New and Mature Walnuts in Shafter-Wasco Irrigation District
Asking Price: US$6,446,145

ACTIVE LISTINGS

MORGAN HOUCHIN
TechAg Financial Group, Inc.

3430 Unicorn Road, Bakersfield, CA 93308
CA Broker DRE No. 01865336

Mob: 661-477-3669 | Off: 661-695-6500 | eFax: 661-384-6168
MHouchin@TechAg.com | www.TechAgFinancial.com

STAY TUNED FOR ANY NEW OFFERINGS COMING TO THE MARKET SOON 
FOR MORE INFO, VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.TECHAGFINANCIAL.COM

@techagfinancial

185.28 +/- Gross Acres of Vineyards in South San Joaquin Valley
Asking Price: US$2,115,000

182.50 +/- Gross Acres of Plums and Open Farmland in People’s Ditch Company
Asking Price: US$4,800,000

ACWA Leadership on Headwaters Health 
Driving Long-Term Response to Wildfires

forests and restore the healthy function and resiliency 
of these watersheds. It is a massive undertaking that 
includes mobilizing work crews, applying prescribed 
fire and utilizing machinery such as masticators to 
improve the condition of each forest, acre-by-acre. 
With millions of acres of forests in need of assistance, 
we are only at the beginning of what must be a 
sustained, multi-generational effort.

ACWA advocacy stands behind this on-the-ground 
work. In Sacramento and in our nation’s capital, 
member-supported engagement is helping secure 
funding for headwater forest health. For example, 
ACWA is a member of the California Forest Watershed 
Alliance. This alliance of diverse interests, including 
organizations that represent water, environment, 
local government, timber and agricultural interests 
is dedicated to finding a solution to California’s 
forest-health and fire-risk issues.

Within California, ACWA’s input in the development 
of the state’s Water Resilience Portfolio emphasized 
the vital importance of headwaters health to water 
supply, quality and reliability. And in Washington 
D.C., our advocacy is constantly keeping headwaters 
health a top priority in federal funding and regulatory 
reform. Much of this work is guided through an 
ACWA Headwaters Workgroup formed through 
our Federal Affairs Committee and led by Willie 
Whittlesey, General Manager of Yuba Water Agency 
and a trained professional forester.

By now, the increasing severity of California’s wildfires 
have affected all of us in one way or another, from 
smoke and its effect on air quality, to more severe 
impacts with members of the ACWA community 
losing homes in recent years.

Six years ago, my family and I were preparing for a 
potential evacuation order in El Dorado County. I 
remember standing in my front yard as a building 
wall of smoke from the King Fire towered above our 
home, which we easily could have lost had the wind 
changed direction. One year later, I experienced the 
Butte Fire as General Manager of Calaveras County 
Water District (CCWD), which destroyed most of the 
upper watershed of one of our main water sources 
and threatened a water treatment plant. I will always 
remember the incredible dedication of CCWD staff 
who worked tirelessly to keep the water system in 
operation and fire flow available to firefighters on 
the front lines.

In the larger picture, ACWA’s collaboration toward 
improving the health of our forested headwaters makes 
all of us part of the solution. It may be a quieter story 
of dedication told over years, but it is one all member 
agencies are helping make happen.

By Dave Eggerton 
Executive Director, 
Association of California 
Water Agencies

Reprinted with Permission 
From ACWA

Another year of cata-
strophic wildfires have 

wrecked historic damage to our state and its natural 
resources. We have at least another month before we 
can expect the arrival of any meaningful precipitation 
to provide relief.

The lethal Camp Fire that destroyed most of Paradise 
two years ago struck late in what used to be a defined 
wildfire season. We have since discovered that the 
threat of these disasters has become virtually year-
round. Yet the eventual outcome of this tragic event 
showed the ACWA community at its finest. Even 
in the midst of one disaster rolling into the next, 
water agencies can count on one another for help in 
recovering and rebuilding.

In the aftermath of the Camp Fire, ACWA member 
agency Paradise Irrigation District’s (PID) home 
community suffered the loss of 85 lives and more than 
18,000 structures, including the homes of employees. 
Multiple ACWA member agencies responded by 
dispatching crews and donating equipment to PID, 
traveling from nearby Northern California water 
districts and from as far away as Southern California to 
help PID start restoring water service to its devastated 
community.

This is just one among many inspiring examples 
of water agencies uniting to lend a hand in a sister 
agency’s recovery efforts. However, a larger challenge 
remains on a statewide scale. Another round of 
catastrophic wildfires, unprecedented in scope and 
intensity with a changing climate, have once again 
damaged entire watersheds. Ash and other sediment 
and debris will wash into reservoirs and ultimately 
add another layer of difficulty in delivering safe and 
reliable water. We have overcome this difficulty 
before, and will again. However, what can be done 
on the ground to lessen this threat, if not eventually 
overcome it?

An important part of the answer is taking leadership 
in advocating for and working to implement projects 
to restore the health of our headwater forests. In that, 
ACWA and our member agencies are part of the solu-
tion. Multiple ACWA members are collaborating with 
local, state and federal agencies as well as nonprofits 
and corporations to reduce the fuel-loading in our 

VictoryFS.org 
(661) 912 - 0111

Become a 
Foster Parent

Because 
every child 
deserves 
Victory...
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CFBF President’s Message: State Must Fulfill Promise of 
Proposition 1 Water Bond

By Jamie Johansson 
President, California Farm 
Bureau Federation

Reprinted with Permission 
from the California Farm 
Bureau Federation

Six years ago this week, 
by a 2-to-1 margin, 

Californians voted in favor of Proposition 1, a $7.5 
billion water bond—showing decisively that our 
state’s voters understand the need to expand and 
improve water supplies for people, food production 
and the environment.

Last week, the World Meteorological Organization 
became the latest forecasting group to report the 
presence of La Niña conditions in the eastern Pacific 
Ocean. That could presage a second straight dry 
winter in California, on the heels of a 2019 water 
year featuring a series of atmospheric-river storms 
that ballooned that year’s key April 1 snowpack 
measurement to 175% of average.

Storage projects partially funded by Proposition 1 
should help the state balance the swings in precipi-
tation that characterize the California climate, and 
that scientists say could become more severe due to 
global climate change.

Yet, six years after the bond’s passage, the water 
storage projects that will benefit from Proposition 1 
likely remain at least a decade away from becoming 
operational. That may be frustrating to farmers, 
ranchers and other Californians who voted for the 
bond during a debilitating drought.

It should not take this long to build infrastructure 
projects in California, especially ones so critical to 
the well-being of Californians. These delays aren’t 
resulting in better projects—they are just the result 
of entrenched opposition.

We need our political leaders to show courage in the 
face of that resistance, and build the projects voters 
voted for and water users are paying for. They are 
unlikely to do so, though, unless we remain steadfast 
in our determination that the state government and 
the local and regional agencies sponsoring the projects 
continue to push them through to operation.

California must complete the remaining steps to 
develop the storage options identified by Proposition 
1, as part of an “all of the above” approach to water 
that includes water recycling, conveyance, greater 
efficiency, desalination and storage, both aboveground 

and underground.

For farmers and ranchers, the challenges are 
clear—and mounting.

Just a few weeks before voters passed Proposition 1, 
Gov. Jerry Brown signed the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act, beginning a 20-year process 
through which local agencies must create plans to 
manage high- and medium-priority basins to assure 
sustainable yield. Local agencies in high-priority basins 
have submitted their groundwater sustainability plans 
to the state, with farmers in many regions likely to 
face restrictions on their access to underground water.

Two years after SGMA was signed, the State Water 
Resources Control Board proposed “unimpaired 
flow” standards for San Joaquin River tributaries 
that would reallocate water for the supposed benefit 
of fish. That led to attempts to negotiate voluntary 
agreements among state agencies and water users 
that would achieve better results with less water. 
But agreements have proven elusive—and the water 
board has yet to release the second phase of its plan, 
which would affect Sacramento River tributaries.

Our state government likes to think big, for example 
with sweeping and often controversial plans to address 
climate change, but water represents a crucial resource 
that may be significantly disrupted by predicted 
changes in climate patterns.

Current and future disruptions in water supply 
threaten another global resource: California agri-
culture. Our state has the most diverse, productive 
farms and ranches found anywhere on the planet. 
Because a growing global population needs ever-more 
food, undermining agriculture here will push it to 
other parts of the world that likely won’t be able to 
produce as much food per unit of land or water, or 
as responsibly, as we do here.

Has anyone ever studied how many acres of rainforest 
might have to be removed to replace the agricultural 
production from one acre of California farmland?

This summer, state agencies released a California 
Water Resilience Portfolio, with 142 actions intended 
to build a climate-resilient water system for the 
state. Many of those actions—such as fast-tracking 
construction of Sites Reservoir north of Sacramento 
and efforts to boost groundwater recharge—hold 
promise. But many past plans sit on shelves, and the 
agencies also warned budget shortages could slow 
implementation of its current plan.

Six years after passage of Proposition 1, the deliberate 
pace of water infrastructure projects shows we can’t 

afford to waver from our 
determination to take every 
step necessary to address 
California’s water shortages.

The day after Proposition 1 
passed, my predecessor as 
CFBF president, Paul Wenger, 
promised Farm Bureau would 
be diligent in making sure 
the bond fulfills its promise. 
We have been both diligent 
and patient, and we will 
continue to press the state 
and its leaders to maintain 
unwavering attention to 
California’s water future.

(Piyaset / Shutterstock)

ALMOND ORCHARD
WITH POTENTIAL FOR FUTURE DEVELOPMENT

BROKERS of BAKERSFIELD REALTY
(661) 327-7757     FAX (661) 663-9157

Near Industrial & Manufacturing
7th Standard Road & Enos Lane

40.00 acres with 38 acres of almonds
$1,100,000 ($27,500 per acre)

We specialize in helping our clients
cut through the red tape of government!

Land Use Consulting
Government Relations & Public Affairs

We will help you with all of your Government Affairs needs.
From violation notices to advocating on issues

that impact your business.

Consulting-CommonSense.com  •  661.203.1838

THE GOVERNMENT
AFFAIRS EXPERTS.
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Wonderful Pistachios Achieves Billion-dollar Brand Milestone

for ongoing success with consumers continuing to 
look for healthy snacking options.

The success of Wonderful Pistachios can be attributed 
to a variety of specific factors, including the popularity 
of Wonderful Pistachios No Shells, which, according 
to IRI data, is currently America’s fastest-growing 
snack brand and also drives double-digit growth. 

Press Release Provided by The Wonderful Company

Wonderful® Pistachios announced today its annual 
North America retail sales have surpassed the $1 
billion milestone, making it the first brand in The 
Wonderful Company portfolio to have reached this 
breakthrough. With a robust and growing number of 
product offerings, the premium nut brand is poised 

Additionally, Wonderful Pistachios No Shells Chili 
Roasted and Honey Roasted have brought mostly 
incremental sales, extending the brand’s overall market 
presence. Meanwhile, the classic in-shell Wonderful 
Pistachios continue to be a big volume driver for the 
brand with over 14% household penetration, according 
to IRI data, with 81% overall brand awareness for 
Wonderful Pistachios.

When Wonderful Pistachios launched in 2008, it 
disrupted the pistachio category by becoming the 
first major brand on the scene. Its path of disruption 
then continued into the snack nut category where 
it became one of the most loved snack brands, and 
now it’s taking on the wider snack category with the 
introduction of its new Wonderful Pistachios No Shells 
flavors and broader messaging on plant-based eating.

“The introduction of Wonderful Pistachios into the 
billion-dollar brand club is such an extraordinary 
moment in our company’s history and we’re proud 
of our team who made this possible,” said Adam 
Cooper, senior vice president of marketing, The 
Wonderful Company. “We’re incredibly grateful to 
our Wonderful Pistachios family who have contributed 
to building this brand over the past 12 years and want 
to give thanks to the full Wonderful Pistachios family, 
including our growers; we’re more optimistic than 
ever about what’s in store for the future.”

To bui ld on th is moment , the brand’s 

multimillion-dollar marketing investments will 
continue to support the business, including its new 
“The Next Big Thing” campaign featuring Pro 
Football Hall of Famer Tony Gonzalez and world-class 
weightlifter and Olympic athlete Kendrick Farris, 
who both follow plant-focused diets. The brand also 
brought back its successful “Almost Everyone Loves 
No Shells” campaign, which features the lovable 
protagonist, Sheldon the tortoise.

“Our talented team at Wonderful Agency has cre-
ated compelling, humorous, and culturally relevant 
campaigns over the years to build mainstream brand 
awareness for Wonderful Pistachios, including our 
iconic ‘Get Crackin’’ campaign, which featured 
some of the most recognizable Hollywood talent, 
including Snoop Dogg, Khloé Kardashian, and even 
Miss Piggy, as well as Super Bowl commercials with 
Stephen Colbert and Psy, while subsequent campaigns 
featured Richard Sherman, John Cena, and now 
Tony Gonzalez,” said Michael Perdigao, president, 
Wonderful Agency. “It’s with great excitement we’ll 
continue to promote the brand in its many years to 
come.”

With recent recognition across the industry, including 
Wonderful Pistachios No Shells flavors being named 
an IRI “Rising Star” while also receiving notoriety 
as an Amazon “Hot Release,” the brand has high 
expectations for even bigger things to come. In spring 
2021, two new Wonderful Pistachios No Shells flavors 
will be introduced: BBQ and Sea Salt & Vinegar.

With More Than $1 Billion in North American Retail Sales Annually, Wonderful Pistachios Is the First 
Brand in The Wonderful Company Portfolio to Reach Billion-dollar Status

A scene from the holiday commercial “Full of Nuts” featuring the Grinch by Wonderful Agency (The Wonderful Company)
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if he would co-author a paper on the subject with 
me so we could spread the news. He said, “Heck 
no! Why would I want to give away my economic 
advantage over my competitors?” And that was 
that. I have spoken about it to others over the years 
since then. I have noted that now one can observe 
owl nest boxes scattered on a variety of agricultural 
properties, including orchards, and row crops. For 
a very limited input, the positive benefits of having 
owls are fantastic. So, my question is, why doesn’t 
everyone do them?

Owls are amazing birds. They are territorial, each 
pair using broadly about 100 acres. A pair generally 
uses the same nest site throughout their life! During 
egg laying, incubation and hatching, the male brings 
meals to the female, and he roosts every night nearby 
keeping watch over his mate, and the subsequent 
hatchings. When the young are mature enough 
to leave the nest, they move on to find their own 
territories. So, it seems, everyone should use owl nest 
boxes. An alternative is to have a few trees where an 
owl may nest, or one could leave open the top floor of 
the barn. In addition, I have observed hawks foraging 
in the daytime from the top of nest boxes or nest box 
poles. They of course also prey upon rodents and 
other animals that can be destructive to our crops.

Ecological farming helps us! Farming ecologically 
can help eliminate creating some of the disturbed 
habitats that actually increase the number of rodents 
and menacing crop damaging ground squirrels. For 
example, take the California ground squirrel. They 
absolutely love living in disturbed habitats with sparse 
weeds. In these types of habitats their numbers actually 
increase. We have discovered that by planting a seed 
mix of native shrubs and forbs in these open barren 
areas, the number of ground squirrels is reduced. It 
works. We have reported on it before. 

Planting native shrubs doesn’t even require irrigation. 
It takes a couple years for them to get large enough to 
enjoy, but they do some other amazing things besides 

helping to keep the dust down. Based on counting 
ground squirrel burrows, simply planting scattered 
native shrubs reduced ground squirrel burrows on 
and adjacent to the planted area by 90% percent. 
That reduction is not insignificant.  In addition, 
you don’t have to replant them, they persist, and 
self-regenerate. It eliminates the need to use pesticides 
that also kill the birds that crawl inside the poison 
distribution tubes. In addition, the presence of the 
shrubs stabilizes the habitat and reduces the number 
of annual weeds. 

Not needing to use herbicides and/or soil sterilant 
also creates benefits of not adversely affecting ground 
water or surface water quality as toxins are not being 
added to the soil or vegetation that can result in 
adversely impacted groundwater. I can’t say I was 
pleased to learn recently that there is glyphosphate 
in my Cheerios and other food stuffs.

During our evaluation of the native species plantings, 
the entomologist working with us discovered to his 
surprise an unanticipated finding and serendipitous 
result of planting even small areas of native shrubs 
adjacent to fields and alongside roads and canals. 
He found green lace wings in the middle of an 
adjacent vineyard adjacent to a small area that had 
been planted with native shrubs. The entomologist 
said the presence of a green lacewing in a vineyard 
would normally be completely unheard of. He was 
so excited as this is an unexpected positive benefit of 
maintaining even small areas of native shrubs adjacent 
to agricultural fields! The entomologist was amazed 
and never in his career had he seen a lacewing in 
the middle of a large vineyard. He said one would 
normally never have such a finding and said the only 
explanation was the presence of the recently planted 
native shrubs across the county road from the field.

If you are unfamiliar with the green lacewing, they 
are an incredibly wonderful insect that devours soft 
bodied pest insects and their eggs that are found on 
agricultural crops (and on other vegetation). They 
are a kind of chartreuse color with an open lacy wing 
pattern created by transparent wings with green 

veins, from which its name originated. They devour 
both soft bodied insects and insect eggs. They are 
a marvelous farmer’s helper. Interestingly, they are 
nocturnal and that probably helps protect them from 
insect-eating birds while they are foraging. They are 
an incredibly voracious and marvelous beneficial 
insect that helps to protect and enhance healthy 
agricultural production with the minimization of 
pest insects. So, discovery of its presence is another 
reason to plant ecologically. 

These are all things that are self-perpetuating and 
don’t have to be repeated or cost more money, with 
the possible exception of needing to clean out the 
owl nest boxes when needed. So again, I continue to 
wonder why everyone is not doing them? I recently 
read a paper on carbon sequestration and soil health. 
Similar to my observations, considering the positive 
impacts of carbon sequestration, the authors of that 
paper also did not understand why more growers 
were not doing it. Maybe it’s the same reason many 
still do not wear masks and conduct spatial distancing 
in this era of Covid.

Caring for and maintaining a healthy agricultural 
environment is important for all life, not the least 
of which is our own. So do the practice, spread the 
word, and improve the world.

Ecological Farming: The Way to Go!
By Marcia Wolfe 
Biology/Ecology 
Contributor, 
Valley Ag Voice

Believe it or not, we can 
benefit from farming 
ecologically; some of us 
already are. Not only can 

we do it, but ecological farming can also help improve 
and save our lives by preserving and enhancing 
environmental quality through the air, soils, and 
water. Plus, it can help save money which will then 
increase profits. Ecological farming helps to ensure 
continued high quality of the soils and water necessary 
not only for farming but also necessary for healthy 
human lives.

That is all well and good, but what is ecology? Sounds 
like a scary scientific word. What does it mean to you, 
specifically? Ecology is the study of the relationships 
and connectivity among all living beings, including 
humans, and all aspects of the physical environment, 
including air, water, and soils. To be honest, we 
humans are only beginning to figure out what all those 
relationships are or even some of the implications of 
those relationships and interactions. But it seems to me 
like we should be taking advantage of the knowledge 
that we have gained. In some small respects we have, 
but why so little?

Some years ago, I gave a class on working with the 
environment on agricultural and water projects. 
Included in that class was a section of the use of owl 
nest boxes to create habitat for owls who help control 
rodents. It was presented and came and went. About a 
year later, I encountered one of the class participants 
who operates a large vineyard. He was excited to 
see me and told me that he had installed a number 
of owl nest boxes at his vineyards. He said it really 
worked. I acknowledged that was fantastic and asked 

DWR Releases Oroville Dam Comprehensive Needs Assessment 
Summary Report
Press Release Provided by California Department of Water 
Resources

The Department of Water Resources (DWR) has 
published a summary report on the Oroville Dam 
Safety Comprehensive Needs Assessment (CNA), 
initiated in January 2018 to identify dam safety and 
operational needs following reconstruction of the 
spillways damaged in February 2017. 

A team of experts, including an Independent Review 
Board (IRB) of dam safety experts, determined that 
the Oroville Dam Complex is safe to operate and no 
urgent repairs are needed. Since conditions can change 
over time, DWR will conduct ongoing monitoring 
and assessment to maintain the safety and reliability 
of the complex. 

“Public safety is at the core of DWR’s mission, and 
we are committed to continually evaluating the per-
formance and safety of State Water Project facilities, 
including Oroville Dam,” said DWR Director Karla 
Nemeth. “The Comprehensive Needs Assessment 
report is an important step in our efforts to ensure the 
ongoing safety and reliability of facilities that provide 
water and flood control for millions of Californians.” 

The CNA identified several risk-reduction projects 
that DWR already is moving to implement, including 

installation of new water pressure measurement devices 
to improve seepage monitoring and completion of a 
state-of-the-art seismic stability analysis. DWR also is 
planning to implement recommendations to raise Parish 
Camp Saddle Dam by three feet, line Palermo Canal 
to reduce leakage and improve rock slope stability, and 
install new remote starter and power connections to 
the spillway radial gates to improve reliability. 

In addition, the CNA identified potential vulnerabilities 

the State Water Project’s Dam Safety Program to ensure 
the ongoing safety and reliability of these facilities. 

The CNA team included engineers, hydrologists and 
other experts knowledgeable about Oroville Dam, as 
well as experts in risk analysis. An Independent Review 
Board (IRB) of dam safety experts provided oversight, 
and a community-led group of elected officials and 
stakeholder organizations and private citizens (known 
as the Ad Hoc group) provided input. 

The CNA was conducted in parallel to other Oroville 
Dam safety review efforts required by the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), including 
a Level 2 Risk Analysis conducted by independent 
experts. The results of the FERC and the CNA 
assessments will be used by DWR management to 
make risk-informed investment decisions across State 
Water Project infrastructure. 

The summary report is available online on the Oroville 
Dam Safety Comprehensive Needs Assessment website. 

DWR will continue to work with the Oroville Citizens 
Advisory Commission to seek input and coordinate 
future Oroville Dam activities related to construction, 
operations, maintenance, flood management, and 
public safety. The report will be presented to the 
Commission on Friday, November 13, 2020. That 
meeting will be held virtually. More information 
is available at https://resources.ca.gov/Initiatives/
Oroville-Dam-Citizens-Advisory-Commission. 

that require further examination to better understand 
their actual risk. 

The CNA report results are based on conditions known 
at this moment in time. Excellence in dam safety requires 
continual monitoring, investigation and assessment to 
understand risks as well as actions to reduce those risks, 
recognizing that no public infrastructure is ever free 
of risk. This continual monitoring, investigation and 
assessment of the Oroville facilities will occur through 

An aerial view of Enterprise Bridge along Lumpkin Road located in Oroville, CA (Department of Water Resources)

Green lacewing (Chrysopidae) (natfu / Shutterstock)



12     Valley Ag Voice DECEMBER 2020

Our team of skilled professionals are available to help you identify a strategy for your 
individual and agribusiness goals. We help you navigate through complex agricultural 
financing and tax-deferred property exchange solutions. 

• Mission Bank 1031 Exchange has managed over $1 billion in exchange transactions
• Deposits are held at Mission Bank where strength, security and safety are foremost
• Easy access to exchange transaction activity and monthly bank statements
• Mission Bank provides loans to help accommodate 1031 Forward or Reverse Exchanges
 
Together, we deliver high quality people and service to get the job done. Let’s get to work!

661.859.2500  |  missionbank.com

Your Local and Trusted Partner for Ag Lending and 1031 Exchanges

Karen Clemans
1031 Exchange Officer

661.321.4820

Savannah Nunn
1031 Exchange Associate

661.859.2504

Rob Hallum
Ag Division Manager

661.859.2505

Mike Martens
Ag Relationship Manager

661.630.4903

Wildfires Bring Uncertainties for Grape Growers
Winegrowers, said her county’s farmers expect more 
than 50,000 tons of grapes to go unpicked because 
of marketplace dynamics, wildfires and COVID-19 
pandemic effects on wineries. About 70% of the county’s 
grape growers expect to lose at least some of their crop 
because of smoke-exposure concerns, she said.

“We estimate between 25% and 30% of the Sonoma 
County winegrape harvest will go unpicked due to 
the pandemic and fires,” Kruse said. “We are also 
still waiting to learn what wines will be made this 
year. So far, we have identified approximately a $150 
million loss to growers.”

Rosenthal said farmers with crop insurance were able 
to leave grapes on the vine and file claims, while others 
ended up selling at a discount.

Exactly how much smoke exposure it takes for a winery 
to turn down grapes is a subjective matter.

Glenn McGourty, a University of California 
Cooperative Extension viticulture advisor emeritus 
in Lake and Mendocino counties, said the level of 
tolerance for smoke compounds in grapes—especially 
guaiacol and 4-methylguaiacol—varies from winery 
to winery.

“It’s creating a lot of problems, as you could imagine,” 
McGourty said, noting that research is underway to 
determine thresholds.

One pilot study conducted in Lake County in 2018 
found that blind tasters could first sense smoke 
compounds in wine at 6 parts per billion.

“By 10 parts per billion, it became kind of clear that 
something was wrong with the wine, and by 20 parts 

By Kevin Hecteman 
Assistant Editor, Ag Alert

Reprinted with Permission from the California Farm Bureau 
Federation

A record-setting year for wildfires has left Northern 
California winegrape growers facing an uncertain 
future on a number of levels.

The uncertainties include the size of this year’s crush.

Jeff Bitter, president of Allied Grape Growers in Fresno, 
provided an early estimate of 3.2 million to 3.5 million 
tons, down from the expected crop of 4.15 million 
tons, which would have meant an average-sized crush.

The drop reflects short 2020 yields—the crop was 
expected to be lighter to begin with—along with grapes 
rejected or unsold due to smoke exposure.

Bitter estimated smoke-related losses at 15,000 to 
25,000 tons in the northern interior; 75,000 to 100,000 
tons on the Central Coast; and 150,000 to 200,000 
tons on the North Coast. He said Napa, Sonoma and 
Monterey counties had suffered the worst from smoke 
exposure in terms of crop value.

David Rosenthal, a Lake County grape grower, said 
he’d heard estimates of “anywhere from 150,000 to 
maybe 350,000 tons being rejected” on the Central 
Coast and North Coast, plus some in the Lodi area.

“That could be 3% to 10% of the crop, almost,” said 
Rosenthal, who represents Lake and Mendocino 
counties on the California Farm Bureau Federation 
Board of Directors.

Karissa Kruse, president of Sonoma County 

per billion, it was usually overwhelmingly clear that 
the wine was defective,” McGourty said.

McGourty and his colleagues set out to learn whether 
all vineyards are affected equally, or whether factors 
such as proximity, elevation and wind direction are 
in play. The study was able “to show pretty clearly 
that proximity to the fire makes all the difference in 
the world,” he said.

“The closer you are to the fire, the more trouble you’re 
going to have, if the wind is blowing fresh smoke 
through your vineyard,” he said.

At the peak of the fires, laboratories that process 
smoke-exposure tests found themselves with so much 
business that turnaround times stretched out to nearly 
two months.

“That’s starting to clear out, because there’s more and 
more labs that are now doing these checks that are 
popping up all over,” Rosenthal said.

Bitter said some backlog remains, but the appearance 
of more labs and machines has helped. In addition, 
the California Department of Food and Agriculture 
and UC Davis offered their labs to help.

In planning for the 2021 crush, Bitter said the wine 
business will be thinking about laboratory capacity.

“How do we best plan for something that you can’t 
plan for?” he said. “There’s some talk in the industry 
about how to manage the load of testing when we 
have a year like this.”

Bitter said warm, dry October weather sparked a 
late-season grape-buying spree.

“That included some grapes that had previously been 

rejected for smoke exposure by other buyers,” he said. 
“It’s not about the same buyers coming back in, but 
other buyers coming in late in the season—offering 
fairly low prices, of course—knowing that if a grower 
still had grapes on the vine in October, it’s probably 
for a reason. Either he was rejected from another 
contract, or just the market wasn’t active enough 
because of the smoke exposure for him to have sold 
his grapes previously.”

Any unsold crop will be dropped on the ground “so 
it’s not overwintering on the vine,” Bitter said. Leaving 
unsold grapes on the vine “could encourage pests and 
disease,” he added.

Rosenthal said while some grapes might be showing 
worrisome smoke levels, the wines themselves look 
better.

“We’re looking really, really hard every week at all 
of our wines, and so far—knock on wood—they’re 
looking pretty good,” he said.

As for the other prime issue in the grape business, 
oversupply, Rosenthal said, “Between the light crop 
and rejected grapes from smoke taint, we should be 
in a fairly balanced market right now.”

Bitter said there might still be a glut on the higher end 
of the market, as shoppers shifted amid the pandemic 
from buying more expensive wine at tasting rooms or 
restaurants to less expensive products at grocery stores.

“What that means is, maybe the overall market 
is balanced with supply, but it’s going to put some 
downward pressure on those guys producing out of 
the coast to sell cheaper—in essence, to move their 
prices down, whether it’s grapes or wine, to be more 
in line with where the consumer wants to buy today,” 
Bitter said.
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By Austin Snedden 
Ranching Contributor, 
Valley Ag Voice

Could three city commis-
sioners in Philadelphia 
decide whether a farmer 
in California’s Central 
Valley gets water? Election 

integrity has been in the forefront in recent months. 
Pennsylvania has garnered a lot of attention as it has 
played a pivotal role in the electoral college deciding 
whom will be our next president. Philadelphia has a less 
than stellar reputation when it comes to voter fraud over 
the last many decades. Three city commissioners direct 
the voting in Philadelphia (Philadelphia County has no 
county government; it was absorbed by the city.) When 
the electoral count comes down to Pennsylvania and 
the precincts left to report comes down to Philadelphia, 
the integrity of three city commissioners and the staff 
they have appointed can decide a presidential election.

Local elected officials from many places in the country 
can place their thumb on the scale and shift the direction 
of national politics. An elected county official in a 
presidential swing state can shift us down the path of 
“the green new deal,” an expanded Endangered Species 
Act, or a further empowered EPA. These policies can 
irrefutably lead to farmers thousands of miles away 
with no water. Local interference in a swing state may 
lead to a ban on fossil fuels, leaving an oilfield worker 
standing by a lifeless pump jack and farmers trying to 
figure out how to charge their tractors. A local elected 
activist in a swing state could result in an expansion in 
estate tax, putting a faceless farmer on the other side 
of the country out of a multi-generational business.

Why are we so polarized about a presidential choice? 
The federal government has gotten so enormous that 
the effects of its direction affect almost every part of 
our life. If we had a federal government more aligned 
with the Constitution, the president wouldn’t pick the 
financial winners and losers, the president wouldn’t 
pick which industry is “clean,” the Federal government 
wouldn’t have agencies that turn off pumps because of 
fish, or remove cattle because of frogs. Polarization is 
natural when a governing body becomes so large that 
every citizen is either a subject of its regulation or a 

(George Loch / Shutterstock)

subject of its entitlements. Given the enormity of the 
federal government and the interaction it has with local 
governments, it becomes even more critical the caliber 
of people we elect locally.

Aside from national issues that have attracted all of our 
eyes, the local ones are just as important, if not more. 
The people you elect for city council, county supervisor, 
district attorney, sheriff, registrar of voters, and tax 
assessor will shape not only your government, but the 
type of people that either choose to move in or move out. 
You could elect a city council or board of supervisors 
that is “homeless friendly.” Besides the obvious costs of 
cleaning up after the homeless, the unseen cost of decent 
citizens moving away that don’t want to deal with the 
panhandling and public defecation will be felt later. You 
can elect a city council or board of supervisors that will 
stand up for your fundamental rights when an out of 
control governor tells you how many family members 
you can have over to your home for a holiday. You can 
elect a city council or board of supervisors that believes 
in property rights. You can elect a sheriff that believes 
in your right to protect yourself and property.

Just like in Philadelphia, everywhere across the country 
local elected officials are making decisions on what 
ballots to use, what machines to tabulate the votes, what 
software makes the tallies. Contractors are pitching 
their products to local elected officials in hopes that 
their machine or software gets chosen. We need to 
ensure that our electoral process is sound locally and 
beyond, and that process begins with electing people 
with character locally.

The Cattleman’s Corner

OPINION: For Good or Bad, All 
Politics Are Local

Adam Alvidrez Joins Grimmway 
Academy Team achievement gap for students in the rural areas of 

Kern County by creating an environment for student 
excellence and well-being. A native of the Shafter, 
Alvidrez brings nearly 20 years of public-private 
partnerships aimed at helping local communities 
prosper. For over a decade Adam helped Chevron 
build and expand educational partnerships throughout 
the region. Most notably, Adam helped to enhance 
project-based learning opportunities in the areas of 
science, technology, engineering and math (STEM), 
benefiting hundreds of teachers and thousands of 
students throughout the Central Valley. His passion 
to make a positive impact in education will help the 
Grimmway Academies of Arvin and Shafter in their 
pursuit of preparing students for college, career, and 
life-long learning.

Press Release Provided by Grimmway School

Grimmway Schools 
is proud to announce 
an addition of a lead-
ership team member 
to its organization, 
Adam A lv idrez. 
Adam joins the 
Grimmway Schools 
Charter Management 
Organizat ion in 
helping it to fulfill its 
mission of closing the 

Adam Alvidrez joins Grimmway 
Schools Charter Management 
Organization



14     Valley Ag Voice DECEMBER 2020

Reprinted with Permission from the Almond Board 
of California

As almond trees enter dormancy in California, many 
growers will shift their focus to pruning. This practice, 
which coincides with the onset of winter’s cool, wet 
weather, often leads to the development of pruning 
wounds. Research conducted by the University of 
California Cooperative Extension (UCCE) shows 
that pruning wounds are primary sites of infection for 
fungal canker pathogens Botryosphaeria, Cytospora 
Ceratocystis, and Eutypa, each of which can cause 
serious damage to growers’ orchards.

The act of pruning removes protective bark from the 
tree, which in turn exposes cambial and vascular 
tissues that are susceptible to infection. These pruning 
wounds require time to heal and create an opportunity 
for pathogens to infect the sensitive tissues before 
the pruning wound is completely healed. To avoid 
the threat of fungal canker diseases due to pruning 
wounds, growers must be extra mindful of the weather, 
minimize standing water in the orchard and remove 
any infected branches.

Plant pathologists Leslie Holland and Florent 
Trouillias1 recently conducted research on pruning 
wound susceptibility to fungal infections in almonds. 
Their research aimed to answer several key questions 
regarding pruning wound susceptibility, protection, 
and to define management guidelines for almond 
canker diseases.

They discovered that fresh wounds faced the highest 
infection rates at 80-100% infection. Further, through 
their research they found, after pruning, allowing two 
weeks to pass before inoculation decreased infection 
rates by 60%, and allowing three weeks to pass 
decreased rates by 75%.

Ultimately, as time after pruning increased, wound 
susceptibility to infection decreased – the older the wound, 
the less susceptible it was to infection. This is particularly 
important to consider when rain events, standing water, 
and high humidity in your orchard create favorable 
conditions for fungal pathogens to occur.

Rain events, in particular, can aid in the spread of 
infectious spores, so pruning should be avoided if there 
is rainfall forecasted. However, if rain is forecasted in 
the weeks after pruning and yet the job must be done, 
prior to the rain event growers should consider applying 
a fungicide spray (such as Topsin-M® or Topsin-M + 
Rally®) to cover up and protect the pruning wounds. 
In addition, after any rain event growers must strive to 
minimize standing water in the orchard, and can cut 
checks in their berms, if necessary, to release standing 
water, which in turn will reduce moisture and humidity 
in the orchard.

Another key precaution growers can take to prevent 
disease is to ensure all infected wood and branches 
are removed from the orchard in a timely manner. 
Cankers on infected branches, which are ripe for new 
infection, will continue to grow unless they are cut 
out. Growers can remove existing cankers by cutting 
branches several inches-to-a-foot below the canker’s 
outer ring to insure complete removal.

For more information on pruning wounds, fungal 
diseases and possible treatments, stay tuned for an 
upcoming, in-depth article from Trouillas. Growers 
are also encouraged to visit the Sacramento Valley 
Orchard website for information on this topic as well 
as other orchard management resources.

Pruning Wounds:
When It Rains, It Doesn’t 
Have to Pour
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Free Mulch! 
F a r m   ♦   B u s i n e s s   ♦   H o m e   ♦   G a r d e n   

  

 

Reduces Erosion  

Reduces Overexposure 

Reduces Water Evaporation 

Reduces Overwatering   

Reduces Wilting 

 
Bakersfield Compost Facility 
6 6 1 - 8 3 5 - 8 8 7 3   ♦   2 6 0 1  S  M T  Ve r n o n  AV E  

Mulch Can Help So Much! 

Available In Bulk 
E v e r y  D a y   ♦   7  A M  –  4  P M   

 

“For Such a Time As This” Were You Born
We now know why Mordecai said those words to his 
niece, Esther, but what does this mean in your life? 
To us, it means that God has placed you and me on 
this earth at this time and this place and with people 
you know for a reason. Who are you supposed to 
influence? What door is God opening in your life? 
These six words tell us we can make a difference, but 
it also means that we must trust God right where we 
are. Even when the odds are against us, God’s plan 
will always triumph.

God has given each person a job, position, resources, 
education, and opportunities for the purposes of His 
kingdom. God has a purpose for your life and although 
your life may appear to be a series of coincidences 
brought together, your life is a pathway with purpose  
We all face times of trepidation or doubt and times 
when we ask God, “Why me, Lord?” Yet, God has 
been with us all along the way and will continue to 
guide and guard us. The Bible tells us that God works 
all things together to fulfill His purpose.

You may be aghast that you are living during a 
pandemic and with violence in the streets of our 
cities. You may be quarantined in your home or farm 
and think that there is nothing you can do or say to 
help people or make the times better, but remember 
that God made you for “such a time as this.” God 
will bring opportunities to you where you can make 
a difference. Think how Esther was just living her 
life and a door opened up right before her. This was 
not a door which she planned, nor even a door that 
she anticipated, but it was a door that she walked 
through, and she saved her people.

I am reminded of the story of the Wurmbrands, 
a Jewish Christian couple, who lived in Romania 
before and after the Second World War. One day, 
they were invited to attend a “government meeting” 
because Richard Wurmbrand was a Lutheran 
minister. One by one, the ministers swore loyalty 

By Sandy Mittelsteadt 
Faith Contributor, Valley Ag Voice

You have probably heard this phase before, but do 
you know the context and what it really means? This 
phase comes from the Book of Esther. In Esther 4:13 
& 14, Mordecai, Esther’s uncle, is scolding her for 
her self-preserving and pleasure-seeking mindset. 
Mordecai is reminding Esther that she must face an 
enemy head-on and risk her life. Mordecai is telling 
Esther that here and right now is where you can make a 
difference. To retell the story in a few words, Esther and 
Mordecai were Jews from the tribe of Benjamin living 
in exile in the city of Babylon under King Xerxes. The 
king’s wife was being removed from the throne for her 
disobedience and the king was looking for a new wife. 
By God’s design, Esther ended up in the palace as a 
new member of the king’s harem and there, the King 
fell in love with Esther and married her. In case you 
think she is living a grand lifestyle, you need to know 
that Esther was living away from everything she knew 
and Persian laws forbid members of the king’s harem 
to speak to just anyone and the women, including the 
king’s wife, could only visit and speak to the king by 
invitation. By “coincidence,” one of the king’s trusted 
advisors, named Haman, came up with a plot to kill 
all the Jews in the land. Mordecai realized that only 
Esther could get close enough to the king to plead for 
the lives of the Jewish people, but first Esther had to 
overcome her fear of approaching the king without 
being asked and being killed if the king did not lift up 
his golden scepter to her. After fasting for three days 
and three nights, Esther believed that God would go 
before her, and she approached the king on the throne, 
and he lifted up his golden scepter to her. Her life had 
been spared and eventually, the king would allow the 
Jews to fight for their lives and he even had Haman 
hanged on the gallows that Haman had prepared 
originally to hang Mordecai.

Later, Richard, and then Sabina, were arrested by 
the secret police and locked away for many years. 
This, too, was a door that the Wurmbrands did not 
plan on. They did not plan on being martyrs or being 
brave and setting an example, but this was the door 
which opened before them.

Prayer
May we make a difference in such a time as this by 
walking through the opportunities that God places 
before us. May we represent Christ and tell his message 
to America and hear God say to us at the judgment, 
“Well done, faithful servant.”

to the Communist government which was actively 
suppressing the Romanian churches. This disgusted 
the Wurmbrands and Sabrina turned to her husband 
and said, “Richard, stand up and wash away this 
shame from the face of Christ.” Richard replied, 
“If I do, you’ll lose your husband, but Sabina said, 
“I don’t wish to have a coward as a husband.” So, 
Richard stood up and bravely declared that the 
church’s duty was to glorify God and Christ alone. 
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