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Farm Bureau Expresses Disappointment in
Governor’s Endorsement of Proposition 15

Press Release Provided by the California Farm Bureau Federation measure would increase taxes on barns, dairies,
Following Gov. Gavin Newsom’s announcement of wineries, processing plants, vineyards, orchards and
support for Proposition 15, the split-roll property other agricultural improvements,” Johansson said.

tax initiative, California Farm Bureau Federation
President Jamie Johansson said the endorsement
ignores the measure’s harmful impact on the state’s
rural communities.

“That will harm our farming and ranching
community, but the impacts go far beyond that,
by further reducing access to affordable, healthy,
locally grown food. Californians’ grocery bills
Proposition 15 would establish a split-roll prop- will increase, adding to the worries of people who
erty tax that would reassess and raise taxes on already struggle to pay their bills,” he said.
commercial and industrial property, including “As farms, ranches and all businesses struggle
agricultural facilities.
during the pandemic, and with millions of
“Unfortunately, Gov. Newsom has sided with Californians unemployed or underemployed,
public employee unions over the hardworking folks this is a particularly poor time to make people
in California’s rural and agricultural communities pay more for basic necessities such as milk, eggs,
by endorsing Proposition 15. Without a doubt, fresh fruits and vegetables.
California State Governor Gavin Newsom holds his head deep
in thought (Matt Gush / Shutterstock.com)

Proposition 15 will raise taxes on California farmers “We will continue to inform voters about the true
and ranchers, at a time when they are already and negative impact Proposition 15 will have on
suffering from the effects of the pandemic. The all Californians,” Johansson said.

Mark Hall: Decades of Dedication
By Audrey Hill
Feature Contributor,
Valley Ag Voice
Many of those who are
heavily involved with
agriculture today were
either born or married
into it. The road from
the rural farm town life into the bigger cities is seeing
more and more traffic while the road coming back is
seeing less and less. Not even 1.5% of the U.S. works
to provide the rest of the nation with its sustenance

Valley Ag Voice LLC
1412 17th Street, Suite 407
Bakersfield, CA 93301

anymore, and the number is getting smaller every
day. But this is not the path chosen by Grapevine
Vineyards President and Executive Board member
of Kern County Farm Bureau, among many other
titles, Mark Hall.
Mr. Mark Hall was born and raised in the bustling
city life of Orange County and did not come from a
farming family. However, he knew at a very young
age that he wanted to farm. As a child he spent his
time, as most children do, playing in the dirt and
to his success, never grew out of that love. Playing
in the dirt turned into growing small quantities of
fruits and vegetables in the empty field close to his
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family home in Orange County. Soon after, he was
driving tractors for work through junior high and
high school. This love for working outside with his
hands then turned into a greater understanding
of what he wanted from his career: farming. After
graduating from Foothill High School in Tustin,
CA in 1977, he attended Cal Poly, SLO majoring
in agriculture management and farm management
while still managing to do what he loves on the
weekends. While most students considered a full-time
education the most rigorous part to their schedule,
Hall saw the days he was in school as his easy days
and the weekends in the fields growing alfalfa as the
real work. Hall commented that he “would drive
over here to Bakersfield on weekends and holidays
to farm and go back to Cal Poly to rest” during the
week. Even for his senior project his dedication to
practicality and working in the fields never faltered.
He developed and grew a strain of table grapes that
he still uses today 48 years later!
After college, Hall wore lots of different hats, juggling
many at the same time. He has grown everything
from nectarines and lettuce to the Kern County
staples of almonds and pistachios. He has also farmed
mainly on his own – creating a name for himself as
a tried-and-true local farmer of our county. Hall sees
farming as an “art and a science,” and as the artist,
it is his job to find the perfect balance between the
two. Now, he mainly focuses on table grapes because
of their rigor and challenges compared to other
crops. By taking “The Growers Footsteps” every
day, a task of walking the fields on a daily basis,
he can grasp the ever-changing needs of his vines
Continued on Page 9
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Arvin Cannabis Growers
Focused on Stewardship
and Industry Leadership
By Geoffrey Taylor, MA
Hemp Contributor,
Valley Ag Voice
If you haven’t seen the
black Mercedes vans
marked with a giant
golden “X” navigating
the streets of Kern
County, you’ve missed out on seeing the first truly
legal mobile cannabis delivery service, 420 Kingdom,
in action. But there’s a whole lot more going on behind
the scenes of Kern County’s hottest new legal-market
cannabis cultivators and delivery service.
“420 Kingdom’s Cultivation approach is unique,”
said McKenzie Swissholm, Director of Marketing
for 420 Kingdom and Xtol Cultivation. “The
key differentiator between us and illicit cannabis
operations is our commitment to quality and safety.
We have an obligation to only sell legal products that
have been rigorously tested and approved for sale.”
As such, 420 Kingdom and Xtol Cultivation are a
shining example of translating our regional agricultural heritage into a cutting edge horticultural
operation utilizing top tier practices to ensure quality,
consistency and access in a county often known as
a dry zone for legal cannabis.
Though their current facility is less than 10,000
square feet of indoor cultivation space, they utilize
this space with four dedicated rooms for flowering
plants, a room where mother plants are grown for
clone and tissue culture stock, a room dedicated solely
to cloning that can contain up to 3000 immature
plants and a room dedicated to vegetative growth
with over 3000 plants. All indoor cultivation from
Xtol is conducted using an aeroponic method that
directly sprays nutrient rich water to the roots of
plants within a sealed cultivation system.
“We knew that the Bakersfield area needed a reliable
supplier of medical grade cannabis products,” said
Swissholm. “Our mission is to provide a best-in-class
customer experience through service, product variety,
and cultivation of supreme quality aero-grown flower
with unrivaled consistency.”
With a deep commitment to economic growth in
the Arvin area as the cannabis industry continues
to take shape, 420 Kingdom and Xtol Cultivation
are determined to set a higher bar for an industry
already bound by excessive regulation.
“We strive to be the most environmentally friendly
we can,” said Kelly Steinback, VP of Cultivation
Continued on Page 3
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Administrator’s Note

Join Us for the 9th Annual Kern
County Farm Bureau Bounty!

the world in the heart of California. Highlighting the
innovative technologies our industry develops on an
annual basis is important for the long-term career
interest of budding agriculture professionals and is a
sign of the health of the industry. Fortunately, farming
By John Moore
By Colleen Taber
never stops, and neither will innovation. Look for
Administrator, Kern
President, Kern County
webinars and to the Farm Bureau for pilot projects
County Farm Bureau
Farm Bureau
put forth from the state and other opportunities.
There has been a lot of uncertainty, but one thing
It’s been one year since our past pres handed off Despite restrictions in large gatherings, innovation
we can count on is our bounty here in Kern County.
the gavel giving us the biennial Kern County Farm continues. So, be sure to share the message if and
It far surpasses and keeps us ranked in the top three
Bureau presidential sayonara, and my first year of when possible.
Ag producing counties in the nation helping to feed
leadership has certainly been interesting. If trade Another of the early dominoes to fall is apparent: the
the world. Our Annual Bounty of Kern County will
disputes, commodity fluctuations, record crops, riots, domino of mistrust that has led to political divergence
look different this year. Because of our state orders,
ravenous wildfires, a Presidential election, or legislative in our country. When a select group of policy leadwe need to pivot how we would typically hold this
overreach weren’t enough, the global pandemic sure ers revert to downplaying material facts in favor of
event. We invite you to join us for our Kern County
seems have to added a level of complexity unknown emotional pleas there is a problem. The heart of any
Farm Bureau Bounty On-the-Go, a drive-through
to 2019 John Moore et world. Obviously, COVID-19 good relationship is trust, which is something modern
BBQ celebrating the hard work, dedication and
has affected the industry and many lives in various, society has shifted away from during these chaotic
the provision to deliver a bounty from your Kern
often personal, ways. My wife and I have a 1-and-a- moments. Unfortunately, this has percolated to many
County! We are excited to bring you the fabulous
half-year-old son, and our little girl is due in January. within our state government, thereby influencing the
food and beverage you are used to and invite you
It’s amazing to think that come March, if we are still public. As the Farm Bureau attempts to work with
to enjoy it from the comfort of your own home or
in this pandemic, our little guy will have lived half industry opposition, KCFB aligns itself with objective
maybe choose your favorite place to watch those
of his life in pandemic restricted society, and our girl reality and shows the data collected for the express
beautiful sunsets while tailgating. Thank you, and
will be born into one. The effects of COVID-19 are purpose of protecting the industry and communities
we hope to see you at our Kern County Farm Bureau
far from over, and as the dominoes continue to fall, agriculture serves. Seeing is believing. And as long
Bounty On-the-Go! Please email spicazo@kerncfb.
it’s important to remember that there will be an end as the industry continues to listen to the science,
to this seemingly never-ending marathon.
maintain honest dealings and follow guidelines,
General Jerome Adams noted that the availability
One of the dominoes to fall is the obvious and over- agriculture will continue to thrive.
stated inability to gather in large crowds. The latest The last domino to fall will be the virus itself. We of a vaccine as early as the end of the year or late
event to fall is the World Ag Expo, which was cancelled will likely be living with a variety of this strain for the as early spring is likely. He continued by explaining
for 2021. The cancellation is certainly disappointing remainder of our lives, but the good news is that the that this is most certainly an unprecedented event
to a great many in the agricultural industry as the future is bright. At a recent roundtable held at the Kern that folks will debate and scientists will study for the
event serves to connect agriculturalists from around County Public Health Services Department, Surgeon next century. Dr. Adams is correct. What we have

Young Farmers & Ranchers
By Lindsey Mebane
President, Kern County
Young Farmers
& Ranchers
You’ve probably figured
out by now there are a
few things I’m passionate
about. Those would
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pricey to live in California. I am a fifth-generation
cattle rancher, and the thought of my family having to
ever make the choice to get rid of our ranch makes my
be agriculture, cattle, and family. There are things stomach turn. We already have the sixth generation for
happening in California that I feel are threatening our operations on both my and my husband’s sides of
what I love.
the family, but if there is no ranch to pass on to them,
Let’s start with Proposition 15 on the November then our family legacies die.
ballot. It’s a split roll measure that is deceptively titled There are some easy ways to help defeat Prop 15. First
“California Schools and Local Community Funding Act would be to vote NO on your ballot this November
of 2020.” Sounds good, but here’s what they aren’t telling and encourage others to do the same. You can visit
you. In a September 2020 article from the California www.noonprop15.org for information. California
Cattlemen’s Magazine, Kirk Wilbur explains that in Farm Bureau, California Cattlemen’s Association,
1978 Proposition 13 dictated that property taxes for and other organizations are working together to defeat
residential and business property were to be calculated this. The website has great tools such as social media
based on one percent of the purchase price, with annual posts and guides for writing letters to make sure our
property tax increased capped at 2 percent. If Prop 15 voices are heard.
passes, commercial and industrial properties would be
removed from Prop 13 protections and be reassessed at
current market value every three years. That equates
to as much as a $12 billion increase annually. Items
like barns, methane digesters, food processing facilities,
wineries, fruit and nut trees, small businesses, solar
projects, etc. are at risk of higher taxes. This tax increase
hurts every aspect to move food from farm to fork.

Bounty of Kern is both the largest and most highly anticipated
KFCB signature event of the year. In 2020, KCFB is adapting to
our current situation and presenting to you... Bounty-on-the-Go!

com for more details!
See page 10 for the Kern County Farm Bureau Bounty
On-the-Go flyer for more information.
done as a nation and industry is commendable and
will be remembered by generations to come.
I look forward to my second and last year of the
President of the Kern County Farm Bureau and
will see you all in person soon. Here’s to sprinting
the marathon!
Now to another subject. I’m sure you’re aware of
California being on fire right now. Of the twenty
largest California wildfires, three of them were in my
home county. The Laguna (1970), the Cedar (2003),
and the Witch (2007) all affected our ranch. I was
in high school during the Cedar fire and our ranch
turned into an evacuation site. We had to get to the
mountains to open gates in hopes that if the fire came,
the cattle could find their way down. It burned 273,246
acres and killed 15 people. The Witch Fire started
from power lines and had a starting point behind my
grandparents’ home. It totaled 197,990 acres and took
out our winter pasture. The ranch had tough decisions
to make and had to sell some of the herd because we
couldn’t feed them.
Continued on Next Page

Proposition 15 gives local governments an incentive to
move lands away from agricultural use in favor of more
commercial uses in order to increase their tax base.
This bill could force some producers to make choices
to sell land to developers because they won’t be able
to afford to produce food. I work for a farm that grows
potatoes. If taxes increase, that means the cost of our
potatoes for people to buy in stores increases. The cost
of living also increases, and I think it is already pretty A happy family excitedly picks organically-grown tomatoes from a rural garden (Lucky Business / Shutterstock.com)
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Arvin Cannabis Growers Focused on Stewardship
and Industry Leadership “Our vision is to be an industry leader with emphasis
Continued from Page 1

for the Arvin cannabis operation. “ Our Aeroponic
systems help us to achieve this by using around 90%
less water than traditional cannabis cultivation.
Growing high quality, clean cannabis is important
to the ever-growing cannabis market.”
The operation is incredibly efficient and utilizes
an organic integrated pest management system to
provide the highest quality cured cannabis flower to
consumers in the legal California market.

on health and wellness education, while providing
local opportunity and becoming a community
pillar through partnership and philanthropy,” said
Swissholm. “With dispensary locations within the
city of Bakersfield being shut down, 420 Kingdom
has worked with local authorities to provide safe, consistent and legally regulated products to consumers.”
Whether you support cannabis or you abhor it, the
industry is set to grow exponentially as increased
legal enforcement on illicit operators continues
to expand. While illicit dispensaries, cultivators
and extract operations continue to create negative
headlines across the state, 420 Kingdom stands firm
in their commitment to creating an environment
of advocacy and education to steer more headlines
toward a positive light.

“Our standards go above the regulations to ensure
we incorporate the high quality we want in our
flower,” said Steinback. “420 Kingdom’s Cultivation
approach is unique. While the company is extremely
honored to be a part of the city of Arvin where the
agriculture of this region is renowned, the area’s “Cannabis production has some of the most stringent
climate and seasonal attributes do not directly impact requirements, every licensed supplier is required
the cultivation process.”
to utilize good production and sanitary practices,”
According to Steinback, the cultivation operation said Swissholm. “From day one, 420 Kingdom
will operate a state of the art Aessence Aeroponics has always worked closely with the community’s
system for superior plant growth and quality in a most influential voices to educate and connect on
sealed and climate controlled environment. Though as many platforms as possible. Working with local
currently at around 10,000 square feet, the facility news stations, podcasts, community magazines,
will reach nearly 100,000 square feet upon project various news print sources and local social media
influencers has allowed the company to reach an
completion.
While all commercial cannabis activity in the medical audience that goes beyond the established cannabis
and recreational markets are currently outlawed in community.”
both the County of Kern and City of Bakersfield,
420 Kingdom and Xtol Cultivation are uniquely
positioned to become the largest cannabis producer
in the valley regions of Kern County. As such, they
provide a unique service to an area that lacks a robust
cannabis industry presence despite the agricultural
heritage of the region.

As the story of 420 Kingdom continues to write itself,
the organization has shown they are prepared to
seize the opportunity as Kern County’s first cannabis
trailblazers, forging forward with a commitment to
safe and clean practices, consumer safety, environmental stewardship and most importantly, cannabis
industry leadership.

Young Farmers & Ranchers

this is California’s big secret: it’s not climate change
that’s burning up forests, killing people, and destroying
homes; it’s decades of environmental mismanagement
that has created a tinderbox of unharvested timber,
dead trees, and thick underbrush. These fires have
attracted the attention of President Trump who insists
that, “There is no reason for these massive, deadly
and costly forest fires in California except that forest
management is so poor.” If policies continue to make
it difficult for timber and forest management then
wildfires are going to continue and be more deadly.
Tuolumne Farm Bureau has a slogan, “Log it, Graze it,
or Watch it Burn.” Farmers and Ranchers are stewards
of the land, but if regulations keep them from doing
so then we are going to continue to see our state burn.

Continued from Previous Page

The cause of the wildfires ranges from humans,
powerlines, lightning, and still under investigation.
These fires can be much less destructive if handled
differently. Governor Newson has stated that the
increase in wildfires in California is due to climate
change, and I disagree. There are many environmental
rules and regulations that cause our forests to be
overgrown. Federal land can be managed, and we
have the resources. I worked during college for the
Forest Service, Cleveland National Forest, and got to
learn about the land and the fuel types. The Forest
Service and other agencies work to maintain the land
through prescribed burns or even grazing.

A Forbes article from February 2019 titled “Wildfires I hope I was able to shed light on some issues and
Caused by Bad Environmental Policy are Causing encourage you to help be a part of the solution for
California Forests to be Net CO2 Emitters” stated that California agriculture.

California Olives: The
History and the Risks
By Mike McCoy
Executive Director,
Kern County Museum
The humble olive has
been celebrated since the
beginning of recorded
time as the most useful
of all crops; its oil
can flavor and cook
food, it can provide light in lamps, the olive has
wonderful fruit and the wood can be burned to
keep a humble house warm at night. It was
first brought to California by the Spanish
missionaries who planted olive orchards at
all of the coastal missions down to Baja. The
warm Mediterranean climate and rich soil
was a natural for propagation of the olive.

problems and have seen a possible opportunity.

California is now actively experimenting with more
than 75 different varieties for oil and fruit. Kern
County, with its one million acres of agricultural
crops, currently has less than 500 planted in olives.
However, there are advocates like the Rio Bravo
Ranch. It was a surprise to see olive orchards at
the mouth of the Kern River canyon where there
used to be citrus. While the local operation is
still described as a “boutique crop,” Rio Bravo
has received awards for its oil.
There was another speed bump with the
appearance of the olive fruit fly in Southern
California. Olives are notorious for their
susceptibility to pests. The plum borer, gray
olive scales, and root weevils join the fruit fly
as enemies of the olive and require immediate
attention from growers. European farmers
have dealt with these pests for centuries, but
modern farming methods lean toward the
organic in California. This limits the weapons
available to the grower.

Some areas like the small community of
Lindsay and rural Glenn County focused
on the olive crop and developed superior
varieties for black and green olives. Olive
A bottle of
orchards have now been popping up along Picual Organic
the central coast of California and there Rio Bravo Ranch Meanwhile, the Nickel family of Kern
Extra Virgin
County think they are on the forefront of
are fully mechanized orchards in the San
Olive Oil
the next big thing in San Joaquin agriculture.
Joaquin Valley. With the trend toward healthier
Their Rio Bravo Ranch has been working with
eating and olive oil as a positive alternative to other
seven
different varieties of olives that yield oils that
processed oils, there appears to be a slight growth
range
from very light to very hearty. And their olive
curve for production.
oil has been receiving awards and notice. At a recent
Olives have never been a large commercial crop
visit to the famous Farmer’s Market in downtown
in Kern County. Countries like Turkey, Greece,
L.A.’s Fairfax District, a spice vendor had a nice
Italy and Spain have literally millions of acres of
display of Rio Bravo Ranch olive oil. “This is the
olives in active production. They also have an olive
good stuff,” he explained. We, being proud of our
tradition that goes back thousands of years. South
local achievements, nodded in agreement.
American and California olive producers have never
been able to effectively compete with the scale of the Thank you to the Kern County Farm Bureau for information.
production in Europe
and North Africa. The
European crop, though,
has been hit with fungus
problems in recent years
that have down sized
production. There
were also problems
with weather in Italy and
ongoing trade tariffs that
have affected imports.
California growers
have taken note of the
Wells Fargo & Co. Express
banner promoting California
Ripe Olive Day, 1916
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DPR Awards $1.34 Million for Alternatives to
Chlorpyrifos Research Grants
• Mr. David Haviland,
UC Cooperat ive
Extension, Ker n
County, “Hydrogel
baiting systems for
sugar-feeding ants in
California grapes and
citrus.” ($500,000)

“These researchers are
at the cutting edge of David Haviland, UC Cooperative
their fields and I’m really Extension, Kern County
pleased that DPR can support their efforts,” said
Dolcini.
Full descriptions of each research project are available
on DPR’s website.
Funding for these grants came from a one-time
$2.1 million General Fund allocation to DPR for
research projects that advance safer, more-sustainable
pest management alternatives to chlorpyrifos. DPR
The Argentine ant (Linepithema humile) is one of the world’s most infamous invasive pests (Javier Chiavone / Shutterstock.com) previously funded three research grants for alternatives
Press Release Provided by the California Department of The grants, awarded through DPR’s Research Grants to chlorpyrifos research.
Program, will go to the following researchers:
Pesticide Regulation
Following California’s historic decision to end use
of the pesticide chlorpyrifos in 2019, DPR and the
California Department of Food and Agriculture
(CDFA) convened the Alternatives to Chlorpyrifos
Work Group to evaluate potential alternatives.
The work group’s report outlines actions that can
further support agriculture and the health of local
chlorpyrifos, and promoting their adoption and • Dr. Dong-Hwan Choe, UC Riverside, “A sustainable
communities, farmworkers and the environment.
implementation throughout California, is a priority,
boric acid liquid bait delivery system (as alternative
and our grant programs play a vital role in reaching
to chlorpyrifos sprays) for the management of pest Since 2007, DPR has awarded more than $7 million
those goals,” DPR Director Val Dolcini said.
ants in agricultural settings.” ($340,467)
in Research Grants.
The Department of Pesticide Regulation announced • Dr. Mark Hoddle, UC, Riverside, “Taking
in late August that it has awarded $1.34 million in
Chlorpyrifos out of Citrus: Maximizing IPM
grants for research on pest control alternatives to the
of Argentine Ant and Sap Sucking Pests with
banned pesticide chlorpyrifos.
Biodegradable Hydrogels, Infra-Red Sensors,
and Cover Crops.” ($500,000)
“Finding less-toxic alternatives to pesticides like
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USCA Sends Letter
Over Concerns with
Mexican Beef
Press Release Provided by US Cattlemen’s Association

On September 8th, the United States Cattlemen’s
Association (USCA) sent a letter to leaders at the
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) and
Food and Safety Inspection Service (FSIS) over
concerns associated with contaminated Mexican
cattle, lamb, poultry, and swine.
According to Food Safety News, a total of 54
people from six municipalities have fallen ill after
consuming meat contaminated with Clenbuterol,
a beta2-agnoist used as a food additive in some
livestock feed to promote muscle mass and
meat yield. The practice is illegal in the U.S.
and Europe.
In the letter, USCA President Brooke Miller stated:
“Allowing contaminated meat into our borders
is unacceptable for a nation that prides itself on
producing the highest quality, most sustainable,
and safest beef in the world.
“We ask that APHIS and FSIS seriously evaluate
the public health risks associated with importing
beef and meat from Mexico, including conducting an equivalence verification to ensure that
Mexico is still maintaining a regulatory food
safety inspection system that is on par with the
United States’.”

OCTOBER 2020
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University Farm, Research Facilities Suffer Fire Damage
By Ching Lee
Assistant Editor, Ag Alert
Reprinted with Permission from the California Farm
Bureau Federation

university is initially looking to restore phone service “We’re currently assessing all the work needs and the
and then internet to at least a portion of the ranch. ability to bring people back in a temporary-housing
“There are a lot of things that are being thought situation,” so they can work on projects such as
about right now,” he said, noting that cleanup at each restoring livestock water and tending to crops,
facility is “not as straightforward as it might seem,” he said.

due to potential hazardous waste and protocols that
Recent wildfires have burned some of the state’s
must be followed.
educational and research properties, with university
staff and officials still assessing losses and how to Though most of the ranch’s apple trees survived
the fire, Dietterick said he doubts the orchard will
move forward.
open for U-pick, which typically starts around
An educational and research ranch managed by
Labor Day weekend. Some of the crop may be
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo was perhaps the most
recovered, he added, “but some of those decisions
notable college property to be hit, and wildfires also
burned six reserves in the University of California
Natural Reserve System.
The Cal Poly Swanton Pacific Ranch in Santa Cruz
County suffered destruction to much of its property
and structures when the CZU Lightning Complex
fires swept through parts of Santa Cruz and San
Mateo counties last month.

learning, for safety reasons. It’s also uncertain how
soon the ranch will be able to host field trips, which
are normal activities during the academic year.

Dietterick said campus officials have made clear
they intend to rebuild the ranch, a large part of
One initial priority is to salvage the existing water which is covered by insurance.
system that delivered water to about 75% of the ranch Wildfires in the UC Natural Reserve System
for more than 10 years. Even though there is a well on consumed nine buildings, a vehicle and acres of
the property, lack of power and destruction of several grassland, forest, chaparral and other natural habitat,
backup generators have made distribution of that said Kathleen Wong, spokeswoman for the system.
water limited to one location initially. Dietterick said Though there has not yet been official tabulation
that means the ranch’s operations and educational of setbacks to research projects conducted at the
reserves, she said there could be “many” that have
been interrupted or lost.
“Our severely understaffed reserves are literally
still sweeping up the ashes and conducting safety
checks,” she said.
The SCU Lightning Complex fires burned cables
connected to soil moisture and temperature probes
at Blue Oak Ranch Reserve in San Jose, severing
connection to the data logger/transmitter, Wong
said. In that case, experiments related to the UC
California Heartbeat Initiative, which studies the
availability of water in the state’s ecosystems, suffered
a temporary loss of data from those instruments,
she said. The cables can be replaced, she added,
noting that the sensors themselves seem to have
survived largely unscathed.

The 3,200-acre working ranch is known for its
forestry activities, grass-fed beef program and organic
crop production. As of last week, access to the ranch
remained restricted due to ongoing spot fires, downed
power lines and sinkholes, university spokeswoman
Haley Marconett said. A full assessment of the
damage, she added, will take weeks, perhaps even
months.
Though cleanup has started, “it could take years for
us to resume the level of production that we were at
with some of our operations,” said Brian Dietterick,
director of the ranch.

Other researchers have not been able to visit burned
sites to monitor their experiments, due either to
ongoing live fires or safety concerns, including
damaged roads and facilities that were surrounded
by fire and hadn’t yet been certified as safe for use,
Wong said.

The historic research property was donated to
the college in 1993 by late Cal Poly alumnus and
Orchard Supply Hardware founder Al Smith, The CZU Lightning Complex fire destroyed buildings at Swanton Pacific Ranch, operated by Cal Poly San Luis Obispo
She said some UC scientists are eager to begin postwho wanted the site maintained exclusively for (Cal Poly San Luis Obispo)
programs would be “significantly scaled back for fire assessments on topics such as how fire has affected
agricultural, recreational and educational purposes. have yet to be made.”
some time.”
assemblages of aquatic invertebrates and anadromous
Seven of the ranch’s nine houses, used by university Fewer than 50 head of cattle remained on the ranch Salvaging timber from the site will also need to fish populations and movements at Landels-Hill
staff, students, guest instructors and other visitors, at the time of the fire and were safety transported to
Big Creek Reserve in Big Sur. Other UC scientists
occur within the first year, to ensure wood quality
“burned to the ground,” Dietterick said. The infra- the main campus; some of the animals have since
want to document the acres and vegetation that
is not compromised, he added.
structure on the sites is being assessed to determine been sold. The ranch typically runs about 300
burned, to study post-fire regeneration, she added.
if they could be occupied with temporary housing head of cattle from January through June as part Research related to watershed and forestry after a As for UC Cooperative Extension, Pam Kan-Rice,
and whether permanent facilities could be rebuilt of its grass-fed beef program. Because much of the fire will also be initiated “pretty quickly,” Dietterick spokeswoman for UC Agriculture and Natural
at those locations.
rangeland and water infrastructure for livestock said. Classes that study fire ecology and watershed Resources, said farm advisors and other extension
In addition, two classrooms, along with computers burned, Dietterick said, it’s yet to be determined management for erosion “will want to come here,” specialists continue to provide service to farmers
and infrastructure that provided high-speed internet where the ranch’s resident herd will be housed in he said, though it’s unclear how soon the ranch will and other Californians. No UCCE offices had to
to the ranch, were completely lost. Dietterick said the the long term.
be able to accommodate that type of usage and evacuate or suffered property damage due to fire.

California Citrus Mutual Commends Actions
Regarding Seasonal and Perishable Products
Press Release Provided by California Citrus Mutual

California Citrus Mutual commends the Office of the
U.S. Trade Representative (USTR), U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA), and U.S. Department of
Commerce (DOC) for the actions they recently
announced to address the injury caused by increased
imports of seasonal and perishable products. Lowpriced imports have previously caused a substantial
market disruption for the California citrus industry
during its marketing season. We are encouraged by
both the Administration’s plan and its determination
to bring relief to fruit and vegetable growers who are
suffering from similar import issues.
The trade remedy steps announced include the
self-initiation of Section 201 global safeguard action
on certain imports, USTR’s coordination with specific
sectors to monitor and investigate imports under the

Section 201 provisions covering perishable agricultural
products and citrus products, DOC’s coordination
with effected sectors on possible self-initiated antidumping and countervailing duty actions, and the
Administration’s indication that still other actions
and investigations may be taken. These steps are
essential safeguarding and supporting all U.S. fruit
and vegetable growers harmed by this problem.
In 2017, low-priced citrus imports from the Southern
Hemisphere increased 40% over the prior year’s
shipments, causing significant price declines and
harm to California growers. Consistent with last
week’s announcement, California Citrus Mutual
will closely monitor imports in the coming California
season and continue to coordinate with the U.S.
Government regarding any import surges, unfair
import practices, and injury to our citrus growers.
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‘Just Relentless’: Wildfires Scorch Ranches, Forests
in her family since 1862, said the fires burned about
2,200 acres of timberland, including 1,600 acres of
green-certified timber. She also lost 7,000 bales of hay,
miles of fencing—including split-rail fence that was
about 100 years old—plus “a beautiful, old, hand-hewn
Reprinted with Permission
barn” built by her great-grandfather 150 years ago,
from the California Farm
and about 300 acres of wildlife conservation land.
Bureau Federation
“We had an 80% loss of the timber,” she said. “Most
As crews continue to
of it burned just incredibly severely; some of the trees
battle wildfires burning
don’t even have limbs, there’s just a black shell of the
throughout California and the West, farmers, ranchers
tree and 6 to 8 inches of ash; you don’t even see soil
and county agricultural officials survey damage and
or needles.”
seek assistance. So far, timber, grazing and ranch
lands appear to have borne the brunt of agricultural To protect her animals, which include cattle, sheep
damage, and farmers say smoke remains a threat to and a horse, she put them in a meadow, adding that
she stayed in the meadow for six nights with the sheep.
winegrapes.

By Christine Souza
Assistant Editor,
Ag Alert

Damage-inspection teams from Cal Fire are assessing Complimenting Cal Fire for saving her home and
areas where fires have been mostly put out, according other structures, she said, “Cal Fire was amazing,
but they had so few resources when the fire came
to information officer Christine McMorrow.
through. They made a great line around the main
“Looking through our reports, the biggest threats and
part of the ranch.”
damages have been to grazing land and timber,” she
said. “On the Creek Fire in Fresno County, (damage Tangeman-Cheney said she and her husband did
and threats) are to grazing allotments and high-value fuel reduction on 400 acres of the property in recent
timber; in the Butte-Tehama-Glenn complex, there’s months and worked on creating more defensible space.
grazing land affected and olive orchards threatened; But, she said, “the fire was just relentless.”
and in the Willow Fire in Yuba County, ranch lands “You have to be ready to save yourself. Protect your
are threatened.”
property the best you can and do every sort of ground
While noting the land-stewardship efforts ranchers
and timberland owners undertake, McMorrow
said, “Unfortunately, a lot of this is out of our hands,
regardless of the stewardship that has been taken on
those lands. These fires are just moving too fast, fueled
by winds and getting into areas we haven’t cleared
out in a long time.”

clearing and anything you can to reduce fuel,” she said.

Hundreds of wildfires are burning across California leading thousands to evacuate (StratosBril / Shutterstock.com)

about whether the grapes could absorb chemicals from efforts with the state Office of Emergency Services and
the U.S. Department of Agriculture Farm Service
the smoke that causes an off-taste in wine.
Lake County farmer Dave Rosenthal said laboratories Agency, with the goal of tapping federal and state
resources for disaster aid as quickly as possible.
that test winegrapes for “smoke taint” have been
“Faced with the compound disasters of wildfires on
inundated.
top of the COVID-19 pandemic, county agricultural
“It’s gone from a five- or seven-day backlog to now
commissioners and their staff are working diligently
a five-week backlog before we get results,” he said.
on crop loss assessments. This typically takes weeks
The problem with such delays, Rosenthal said, is that to months to gather all the data,” said Placer County
“the grapes need to be picked sooner than five weeks Agricultural Commissioner Josh Huntsinger, who
out. Five weeks is almost the end of harvest for 80% serves as president of the California Agricultural
of the crop this year, so it makes it really hard to make Commissioners and Sealers Association.
a decision on whether to pick grapes or not.”
Huntsinger said it’s “vitally important” for farmers,
He said heavy or fresh wildfire smoke poses the highest ranchers and agricultural businesses to respond to
threat to winegrapes.
county loss surveys, to help local officials secure disaster
“The smoke that we’re getting right now—and I funding.

At the other end of the state in San Diego County,
rancher Nathan Rakov said a fire started Sept. 5 about
two miles from his ranch, where he raises pigs, sheep,
chicken and ducks, and leases land for cattle grazing.
He said he experienced “a lot of unnecessary stress,”
due to a lack of ability to reach his property to take
Lassen County rancher and timberland owner Hannah fuel to generators, in order to make water available
Tangeman-Cheney of Susanville can attest to how fast to his 1,500 animals.
the fires move. She said her property burned on two San Diego County Farm Bureau Executive Director
separate occasions, both related to a lightning-strike Hannah Gbeh said the Farm Bureau is trying to
fire that began in August.
coordinate with local agencies to put a system in think the whole state has it now—does not seem to
The first fire damaged a part of her property and days place so that, in the event of fire, farmers can gain be as big of an issue, so that’s good,” Rosenthal said.
later, a second fire ignited, she said, adding, “It was access to property to tend to or evacuate livestock or “I’m cautiously hopeful that most of the smoke that we
are seeing is older smoke and the grapes will be fine,
a really hot fire and everything that was burned that irrigate crops.
day is just decimated.”
With a blanket of smoke and haze covering much of and it’s just going to be areas that are close to fires.”

A list of California counties with wildfire disaster declarations
may be found at www.fema.gov/disaster/4558.

Information on available USDA disaster assistance programs
may be found at farmers.gov/recover or by contacting a
local USDA Service Center, with a directory at farmers.gov/
Tangeman-Cheney, who said the property has been the state, grape growers express continuing concern County agricultural commissioners are coordinating service-center-locator.

CDFA Launches Cannabis Industry Education
and education efforts, including community
and Outreach Campaign outreach
events and workshops to highlight the technical assistance
Press Release Provided by the CDFA

On September 2nd the California Department of Food
and Agriculture (CDFA) launched a statewide public
education and outreach campaign, “This is California
Cannabis,” designed to promote the state’s legal cannabis
cultivation market and highlight the support and guidance
CDFA provides to help cannabis growers secure and
maintain their legal cultivation license.

and support that is available year-round to licensed
growers and new applicants seeking commercial cannabis
cultivation licensure.

“We’re proud of California’s vibrant cannabis cultivator
community,” said Richard Parrott, director of CDFA’s
CalCannabis Cultivation Licensing Division. “California
is known for growing the best cannabis in the world
and our licensed cultivators are leading the way with
“CDFA is committed to the success of our state’s com- innovative practices and environmental sustainability.”
mercial cannabis cultivators,” said CDFA Secretary California cultivators who are interested in seeking
Karen Ross. “’This is California Cannabis’ celebrates the a license can begin the application process online at
passion and hard work of licensed cannabis growers and calcannabis.cdfa.ca.gov or by contacting a licensing
highlights how we’re all working together to protect and specialist by calling toll-free 1-833-CALGROW (1-833promote the health, safety and quality of the industry.” 225-4769) or sending an email to calcannabis@cdfa.
CDFA’s CalCannabis Cultivation Licensing Division
is managing the campaign, which profiles the wide
range of licensed California cannabis farmers, from
legacy outdoor farms in rural Humboldt to high-tech,
vertically-integrated operations in urban locations. “This
is California Cannabis” will feature comprehensive

ca.gov. CDFA provides year-round support and technical
assistance, including updated services for commercial
cultivators during the pandemic. For more information
about the campaign, please visit growwithCA.com to
view the videos, farmer profiles and other outreach
materials.
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Farm Bureau Coalition Urges
COMMENTARY: Stalled on Top of a
Support for Federal Wildfire Bill Railroad Track?

your location and the information needed to stop
all train traffic in the area.

Sens. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., and Steve Daines,
R.-Mont., which is scheduled to be heard tomorrow
by the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources Subcommittee on Public Lands, Forests
and Mining. A companion bill has been introduced
in the House by Reps. Doug LaMalfa, R-Richvale,
and Jimmy Panetta, D-Carmel Valley.
Farmers and ranchers across the West are “greatly
impacted” by recurring, catastrophic wildfires, the
Farm Bureau coalition said. First and foremost, fires
create a risk to people—farmers, their employees
and rural families—but fires also harm crops and
livestock through flames, smoke and ash. The Farm
Bureaus said the Feinstein-Daines bill would expedite
forest management, accelerate post-fire restoration
and reforestation, and remove hazardous fuels from
national forests.

Raging wildfire (Bruno Ismael Silva Alves / Shutterstock.com)

Press Release Provided by the California Farm Bureau Federation

“Our organizations believe that increasing the pace
and scale of forest management activities, including
mechanical thinning and controlled burning, reduces
the threat of catastrophic fire, protects lives and
communities, and helps safeguard Western natural
resources and economies,” the Farm Bureau coalition
said. “We are also very supportive of the provisions
in the bill that would streamline permitting processes
for hazardous fuels reduction projects and post-fire
recovery efforts.”

With wildfires roaring through the western United
States, a U.S. Senate subcommittee will consider
a bill tomorrow that would implement a variety
of wildfire-mitigation projects. A coalition of 13
Western state Farm Bureaus and the American
Farm Bureau Federation urged support for the bill
today, as a means to address the region’s catastrophic The letter was signed by the American Farm Bureau
wildfire crisis.
Federation and the state Farm Bureaus from Alaska,
“As evidenced by the over 6 million acres currently Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho,
burning in the West, our forests are at extreme risk for Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah,
reoccurring, catastrophic wildfire,” the Farm Bureau Washington and Wyoming.
coalition said. “Backlogs in adequate management, The California Farm Bureau Federation works
coupled with drier, hotter conditions, have resulted to protect family farms and ranches on behalf of
in unhealthy, overly dense forests.”
nearly 34,000 members statewide and as part of
The Farm Bureau coalition wrote in support of the a nationwide network of nearly 5.6 million Farm
Emergency Wildfire and Public Safety Act of 2020 by Bureau members.

DAILY AG NEWS
Rewind 98.1 FM is your source for Daily AG news!
From 4am-6am you can listen to daily Market report updates
from our “Market Line” and the award-winning
“Line on Agriculture report”. Rick Worthington can catch you up
on daily Cattle and Dairy info with the “Farm & Ranch report”.

Join us Monday-Friday 4am-6am for the valley’s largest
AG radio programs only on Rewind 98.1 FM

Here’s What to Do:
By Sam Dotson
Chief of Police,
Amtrak

To be safe, farmers should go to the railroad crossings
they use and find the ENS sign, then jot down the
toll-free number and seven-digit locator code. The
codes will differ at each crossing, and the same may
be true for the toll-free number if the crossing is not
owned by the same railroad.

Reprinted with Permission Having these numbers stored in your phone and
from the California Farm inside your vehicle is critical, because you may not
be near a crossing when you need to stop a train fast.
Bureau Federation
Acting quickly during these emergencies eliminates
From my experience, I
uncertainty and saves time and potential lives.
would say law enforcement and farming are very similar in at least two While it’s important to call the ENS number if you
respects. The work is hard, and the hours are long. get stuck, the best advice I can give is to simply get out
But unlike you, I don’t have a 550-ton train running of your vehicle first. You may have only 20 seconds
to get away before the train reaches you. Once you
through my office at 70 miles per hour.
are out, run in a 45-degree angle in the direction
Two years ago, I joined the Amtrak Police Department
from which the train is approaching. We tell people
and it was only then that I became so aware of how
unforgiving the railroad environment can be. Every to run toward the train to avoid being hit by any
three hours, someone or something is hit by a moving flying debris if the locomotive collides with whatever
train, most often with deadly consequences. We is obstructing the tracks.
operate over 22,000 miles of track through America’s Sept. 21 -27 marks Railroad Safety Week, a perfect
cities, rural towns and farmland, and none of that time to inform family and friends about how to stay
territory is immune to train collisions.
safe around railroad tracks. Please remember:

One of these crashes happened in California, Aug. • Railroad tracks are on private property. If you
8. Amtrak Train 14 hit an unoccupied piece of farm
are on the tracks for whatever reason, you are
equipment in Soledad, shattering the locomotive
trespassing, which is punishable in California by
windshield. The unfortunate reality is that trains and
fines and potential jail time.
farm equipment are a deadly combination.
• State law prohibits you from attempting to cross
If you were stuck on the railroad tracks in your car or
the tracks once protective gates begin to lower.
farm vehicle, what would you do? Nearly everyone
would say, get out of your vehicle and dial 911. Few • Never attempt to outrun a train at a crossing. It
takes a train about a mile to stop, which is the same
would say, if a train is not coming, get out of your
as 18 football fields.
vehicle and call the Emergency Notification System
or ENS number on the blue-and-white sign posted at Railroad safety is a very real problem in California.
every railroad grade crossing. But in many cases, that’s According to the Federal Railroad Administration,
the best way to inform authorities of your emergency. California has the second highest number of grade
Here’s why: When you call the ENS number, you crossing incidents in the country—and it leads the
speak directly to a live dispatcher who controls all nation in the number of trespassing incidents along
train traffic at that crossing 24/7/365. The dispatcher railroad rights-of-way.
will contact the locomotive engineer immediately and But you have the power to reduce these numbers
tell him or her to stop the train, because someone or immediately. I challenge everyone reading this to
something is blocking the tracks ahead.
commit to staying away from railroad tracks. It’s not
At the Amtrak Police Department, we teach first the place to play, walk, jog or take selfies. Remember,
responders and the public about the ENS sign because trains always have the right of way and can travel on
it is without question the fastest and most direct way any track, in any direction, at any time.
to stop a train in an emergency.
Finally, I encourage you to visit stayoffthetracks.org
When you dial the ENS number, be prepared to give to learn more about railroad safety. Watch the videos
the dispatcher the seven-digit code directly below it. and share them with your family and friends. Help
Those six numbers and a letter tell the dispatcher us keep you and your community safe.
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Jobs-Killing AB5 has a Federallevel Twin, Co-sponsored by Cox
Texas, Nevada, etc. like they have been), b.) pass
the cost onto the consumer (which we may well see
when companies like Uber have to pay for things like
overtime), or c.) scale back hiring and/or automate
their operations (which means less jobs). Thus, the
very people AB5 claims to protect, employees, are in
fact harmed by the outcome of bleaker opportunities
Uber and Lyft may have for employment.
to suspend service to
Californians thanks to a Worth noting is that Congressman TJ Cox voted for
court ruling that forces them to comply with a state a federal version of AB5: The Protecting the Right
labor law that changes the definition of Independent to Organize (PRO) Act, which passed in the House
of Representatives earlier this year. The PRO Act
Contractors.
takes its cue from AB5, and if passed, would pose a
This is the result of Assembly Bill 5 (AB5)– which
threat to our nation’s economy and the will of the
Gov. Gavin Newsom signed into law last year – and
worker that built this great country.
it affects millions of workers in the gig economy.
Congressman Cox not only voted for the PRO Act,
Actors, artists, truck drivers, tutors, nannies, web
but also is one of its 218 co-sponsors, indicating his
developers, and creatives – those whose earnings
early support of what would extend the same faulty,
are reported on a 1099 instead of a W-2 – make up
one-size-fits-all logic of AB5 – the logic that is causing
about 10 percent of the U.S. workforce. Additionally,
California businesses and workers to flee the state to
California is the leader in gig economy workers; an
the rest of the country.
astounding 1.6 million Americans earn a living
through work like ride sharing and food delivery, If Uber and Lyft shut down, not only does it impact
according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Often, the gig economy, but thousands of Kern County
the flexibility afforded by contract work is essential to workers, and their families who rely on ride sharing
the worker’s circumstances, be it they are a student, for essential transportation to earn a living.
“starving artist,” or caretaker.
Congressman Cox’s sponsorship of a bill that threatens

By Joe Carrieri
Chairman of the Board,
Associated Builders
and Contractors,
Central California

AB5 has disastrous implications for employers, and millions of American jobs and businesses is especially
those who depend on their Independent Contractor concerning in a time of such dire economic conditions
status, and will have ripple effects on the economy. in California – which faces a swelling homelessness
crisis here and across the nation.
On the surface, AB5 entitles workers to benefits like
worker’s comp, sick pay, time off and minimum wage, Uber and Lyft suspending service, against the
but reclassifying contractors as employees increases backdrop of a recession and a global pandemic, would
costs, which means businesses will be forced to adapt. exacerbate the challenges being faced by American
They can either, a.) leave California (for places like families, who have already been through enough.

Joint Statement from Western Hemisphere
workers. We are open for business and you
Agriculture Leaders sector
can count on us for safe and high-quality food.”

Press Release Provided by the United States Department
“As Western Hemisphere agricultural leaders,
of Agriculture
whose countries represent 35 percent of global
Following the virtual G-20 Agriculture and Water exports in agricultural products, we reiterate the
Ministers Meeting hosted by the Kingdom of Saudi
importance of maintaining agricultural trade flows,
Arabia on Sept. 12, top agricultural officials from five
while avoiding unjustified trade-restrictive measures,
Western Hemisphere countries – Argentina, Brazil,
in order to keep markets open and ensure global
Canada, Mexico and the United States – issued the
food security, especially to those most vulnerable.
following statement underscoring the importance
We underscore the guidance published by the United
of maintaining agricultural trade flows during
Nations Food and Agricultural Organization and
the COVID-19 pandemic and emphasizing their
the World Health Organization on April 7, 2020,
commitment to remaining reliable suppliers of food
which states, ‘there is no evidence to date of viruses
and agricultural products to the world:
that cause respiratory illnesses being transmitted
“We, the Agriculture Ministers of Argentina, via food or food packaging,’ and we call on trading
Brazil, Canada, Mexico and the United States, partners to allow trade to flow without undue delay
express our deepest condolences for the tragic loss or unjustified requirements.”
of life being endured around the world as a result
of the COVID-19 pandemic and convey our strong “We will continue to work with our partners and with
appreciation for all workers in the health, agricultural relevant regional and international organizations
and other front-line sectors, who selflessly dedicate to exchange information, enhance coordination,
and strengthen our global response to the crisis.”
their efforts to the benefit of others.”

“As we face the effects of this crisis, reliable and
resilient agricultural supply chains remain essential
to guarantee the availability of safe, nutritious food
around the world. Our nations have taken the
measures necessary to keep agricultural supply chains
operational, ensuring the continued production
and distribution of safe, quality products, while
safeguarding the health and welfare of agricultural

“Looking at the aftermath of this pandemic, we
recognize that agriculture will be an important
engine for economic recovery. Innovation and
technological development will be vital to guarantee
that food systems develop sustainably to feed the
world’s growing population. How we emerge from
this crisis will be our greatest legacy for a future of
global food security and nutrition.”
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Streamlining Efficiency in Hemp Harvest with New Approaches,
Technologies
By Geoffrey Taylor, MA
Hemp Contributor,
Valley Ag Voice
With the end of the hemp
season approaching
quickly, many growers are
already planning ways to
maximize their efficiency
in their harvesting, drying and curing operations. As
2020 has already presented growers with a slew of other
challenges from market volatility to regulatory and
enforcement hurdles, many growers are working to utilize
new technologies and approaches that streamline the
immense workflow that comes with harvest. Ensuring
you have the right approaches and needed equipment
to harvest, dry, cure and store hemp for the long term is
critical to keeping your crop viable for the marketplace.

Researchers working in a hemp field (Stokkete / Shutterstock.com)

and circumference due to diverse genetic offerings.
Though the drying and curing processes are relatively
uniform in using large wire walls to hang plants until
thoroughly dried, the trimming aspect also varies based
upon your desired outcome.
Growers need to evaluate their needs in relation to
how their harvest will be used, packaged, processed
or consumed. For growers aiming to cultivate boutique
quality smokable hemp, this includes a refined drying,
curing and trimming process that yields a well-preserved
flower, suitable for this type of consumption. For growers
who will be extracting their crops, these processes are
often still needed to preserve the long-term quality of
their harvest, though less attention to fine trimming
is acceptable.

“The growing side of the hemp industry gets the most
pressure from processors and distributors, but growers
are feeling a lot of pressure from the production costs
and the labor costs of harvesting,” said Cullen Raichart,
a veteran and Founder/CEO of GreenBroz, a cutting
edge harvest and trim equipment manufacturer based
in Las Vegas, Nevada. “Our line of equipment was
born out of the industry and it came from a place of
experience in the industry, from people who know the “There’s been a lot of up and down in the hemp
plant and who engineer the machines to handle your marketplace and I’ve seen growers go out of business
because they weren’t focused on the long term,” said
crop gently and efficiently.”
Raichart. “Growers need to invest wisely into good
As hemp is such a new marketplace in the United States
partners, good equipment and hold on – don’t get
and the types of hemp being produced often differ greatly
discouraged by the market today.”
from hemp cultivars farmed across the globe, US hemp
farmers face a unique situation in harvesting, drying, GreenBroz line of harvesting, trimming and solventless
trimming and curing a product that is very susceptible extraction equipment provides cannabis and hemp
to issues such as mold, mildew and rot. Though this growers across the globe with tailored solutions to
presents unique challenges to growers, hemp is still a their unique needs while manufacturing 100 percent
fairly labor-intensive crop in comparison to many others of their equipment and machinery in the United States.
as its yielded product is a dried and cured flower, not a Utilizing 98 percent American sourced materials in their
fruit or vegetable contained within a skin, rind or peel. machinery, and with each machine being between 96 to
98 percent recyclable at end of life, GreenBroz provides
“We had to take a holistic approach to harvesting and
American growers with definitively American solutions.
handling because a lot of equipment was designed around
the needs of other crops, but technologies like ours are “We know regulation is coming and we built our
tailored for the needs of the hemp and cannabis indus- equipment with the highest quality materials to meet
tries,” said Raichart. “No other product or commodity and exceed the needs of even GMP facilities,” Raichart
is like hemp and cannabis flowers, which presents a stated referring to facilities dedicated to the production,
unique challenge to harvesting and maintaining a formulation and storage of pharmaceutical products.
quality product so we had to dig deep and look at the “We wanted to anticipate those needs from the start,
plant to create a delicate process that looked at what so our harvesting solutions were regulation ready.”
hemp is to be handled and stored properly to prevent
we want to accomplish and work backward to create As Kern County hemp growers begin tackling their full post-harvest microbiological or fungal issues while
a technology that reflects that.”
season harvest, the harvesting, drying, trimming and simultaneously avoiding external or environmental
The hemp industry lacks truly standardized techniques curing needs of growers present challenges, particularly contaminants.

is really the most valuable part of the plant, but its
unprotected,” said Raichart, “and because of that, we
really have to stay focused on the processes we develop
to maintain the highest quality products using the most
and cultivars grown domestically vary greatly in height for newer growers who may be inexperienced with how “Cannabis and hemp are unique in that the flower gentle, hygienic and efficient approaches available.”

Mark Hall: Decades of Dedication
Continued from Page 1

and determine which way to swing the balance to
paint the perfect picture and grow the best grapes.
However, as gratifying as farming is, the income is
never stable. Along with growing his own crops, Hall
usually helped someone else do the same. He has
managed farms for others and has even worked with
banks and investors to advise with farms and fields.
Soon after college, Hall also joined the Kern County
Farm Bureau when his neighbor, the president of
the Farm Bureau at the time, told him about the
opportunity. Hall saw a way to give back to his farming
community while also keeping up to date on state

regulations of his own practice. He has since been a
tremendous help in bringing important information
to our county for over 40 years. As an executive board
member, Hall keeps the Farm Bureau up and running
while also getting our local farmers the information
they need from the state to succeed. Hall comments
that a next big step for the Farm Bureau needs to be
educating the public alongside the farmers. “Every
year we host seminars where we teach the teachers
about Ag so they will know how to tell their students
about Ag, and every year they are fascinated. They
have no idea what we are doing,” he said. “But it is
a step in the right direction.”

because he wants to be. Because he is not afraid of a
little hard work or getting his hands dirty. Growing
and farming was never his family trade for Hall, but
he understood the gratification that only farming can
bring. “I like to see what I’ve done,” he said. “It’s a
thrill to see a truckload of grapes come rolling out of
the field and it happened because of my hard work.”
He said he was never interested in “wearing a suit
and tie every day, [he] wanted to be outside kicking
dirt.” If there are any ideals that are concentrated
in the field of Ag, it is hard work, dedication and a
passion for putting out the real fruits of labor, and
these ideals are certainly concentrated in Mark Hall.
We are very grateful for his longtime dedication to Mark Hall on his daily routine taking “The Growers Footsteps”
Mark Hall, like many of us in agriculture, is here our community and thank him for his contributions. to ensure the quality of his produce (Randall Photography)
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USDA Seeks Input on Ready-to-Go Technologies and Practices for Agriculture
innovative technologies and practices that can in agricultural production efficiency and conservation innovations, USDA is currently accepting public
Innovation Agenda most
be readily deployed across U.S. agriculture.
performance during the past two decades,” said comments and written stakeholder input through its
Press Release Provided by the United States Department
USDA is looking for ready-to-go technologies and
of Agriculture
practices to achieve its goal of increasing agricultural
To further the United States Department of production by 40% to meet global population needs in
Agriculture’s (USDA) work on the Agriculture 2050 while cutting U.S. agriculture’s environmental
Innovation Agenda (AIA), USDA today announced footprint in half.

Under Secretary Bill Northey, who leads USDA’s
Farm Production and Conservation mission area.
“We want to keep the momentum. As part of our
Agriculture Innovation Agenda, USDA wants to
continue helping farmers access new approaches.”

Request for Information (RFI) through November
9, 2020, which is published on the Federal Register.

Input is welcome from the private sector, not for
profits, farmers, forest sector, trade associations,
commodity boards and others involved in the supply
it is seeking public- and private-sector input on the “Across America, we have seen significant advances To help identify and accelerate adoption of ready-to-go chain or development of widely applicable practices,
management approaches or technologies.
A ready-to-go practice, technology or management
approach includes those that are fully developed, have
been field tested and have completed independent
research trials.
Based on stakeholder input from the RFI, USDA will
develop a comprehensive U.S. agriculture innovation
technology strategy for our customer-facing programs.
USDA has launched a new AIA website where visitors
can access information on the latest research and
data, innovative conservation technologies offered via
USDA programs, and other conservation resources.
Visitors can also stay up to date on USDA’s accountability metrics and learn about the experiences of
producers who share similar paths to success.

Background on USDA’s Agriculture
Innovation Agenda:
The AIA is comprised of four main components.
The first component is to develop a U.S. agriculture
innovation strategy that aligns and synchronizes
public- and private-sector research. The second
component is to align the work of our customer-facing
agencies and integrate innovative technologies and
practices into USDA programs. The third component
is to conduct a review of USDA productivity and
conservation data. USDA already closely tracks data
on yield, but on the environmental side, there’s some
catching up to do. Finally, USDA has set benchmarks
to improve accountability. These targets will help
measure progress toward meeting future food,
fiber, fuel, feed and climate demands. Some of the
benchmarks include:
• Agricultural Productivity: Increase agricultural
production by 40% by 2050 to do our part to meet
estimated future demand.
• Forest Management: Build landscape resiliency
by investing in active forest management and forest
restoration through increased Shared Stewardship
Agreements with states.
• Food loss and waste: Advance our work toward
the goal of reducing food loss and waste by 50%
in the United States by the year 2030.
• Carbon Sequestration and Greenhouse Gas:
Enhance carbon sequestration through soil health
and forestry, leverage the agricultural sector’s
renewable energy benefits for the economy and
capitalize on innovative technologies and practices
to achieve net reduction of the agricultural sector’s
current carbon footprint by 2050 without regulatory
overreach.
• Water Quality: Reduce nutrient loss by 30%
nationally by 2050.
• Renewable Energy: Increase the production of
renewable energy feedstocks and set a goal to
increase biofuel production efficiency and competitiveness to achieve market-driven blend rates
of 15% of transportation fuels in 2030 and 30%
of transportation fuels by 2050.
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COMMENTARY: California Must Enhance Investment in
Local Fairs
By Kevin Cann
Supervisor - District IV,
Mariposa County
Board of Supervisors
Reprinted with Permission
from the California Farm
Bureau Federation
The current spate of
wildfires highlights the utility of one of California’s most
under-appreciated assets: our system of county fairs.
Now, you may be thinking, what does the state have
to do with county fairs? More than 140 years ago,
California began organizing what is known today
as the Network of California Fairs, consisting of 79
fairs that operate under a variety of governance
structures, including 52 active state institutions
known as District Agricultural Associations. The
day-to-day operations of the facilities fall under the
jurisdiction of the California Department of Food Fairground facilities provide more than just family entertainment—they also serve a vital role to their local community (Marcio
Jose Bastos Silva / Shutterstock.com)
and Agriculture.
In some respects, this is the natural culmination of
Fairground facilities provide more than cotton investment for years, sometimes decades. Sadly, years of state disinterest in maintaining the facilities
and the people who depend on them. In fact, state
candy, corn dogs and Ferris wheel rides: They are there are no plans to do so.
emergency operations centers; temporary housing In fact, the state is seeking to shut down or otherwise funding has been largely eliminated and CDFA
for people who have been evacuated and/or lost disinvest from them, even while utilizing these spaces staff involvement in providing oversight has also
their homes; secure housing for horses, livestock to protect the health and welfare of firefighting crews been significantly reduced. Fairs responded to these
and other animals during emergencies; and, most doing battle in the current, disastrous fire season. reductions by deferring needed maintenance and with
importantly, a staging facility for firefighting crews The governor must do more to preserve these critical a debilitating atrophying of critical, community-based
facilities.
and equipment.
state facilities, but instead he is asking CDFA to begin
Like so much we take for granted in the Golden the process of “offloading” these critical community It is important to note that the Legislature in 2017
State, fairground facilities have not had sustaining assets.
recognized the distress fairs were experiencing and

provided an opportunity for them to receive a portion
of the proceeds from sales taxes collected at fair events.
Though this funding has been collected for a couple
of years, it is unforgivable that these funds have not
been released to the fairs. Instead of pushing out
these sales tax dollars as quickly as possible, CDFA
has put in place a cumbersome process by which a
fair must jump over hurdles to obtain these monies.
Similar to so many enterprises, with the onslaught
of COVID-19, fairs have had to cancel events.
Collectively, fairs lost approximately $98 million
through June, even while still having to perform as
COVID surge and evacuation centers, as has been
the case in my own Mariposa County.
The state, meanwhile, is pushing the burden of
identifying new fair governance structures back onto
counties, rather than undertaking a reinvestment
plan. This lack of state leadership is disheartening,
shortsighted and fundamentally irresponsible, when
you consider the importance of fairground facilities
in combating wildfires.
Fortunately, those threatened by the wildfires have
been able to utilize the network of fairs during past
years and especially during the recent devastating
weeks. I am afraid if the state does not provide a
viable investment plan, these facilities may not be
available to meet the “call to action” next year, when
we see another round of ferocious fires.
What then?
(Kevin Cann is a member of the Mariposa County Board
of Supervisors and former chair of the Rural County
Representatives of California. He may be contacted at kcann@
mariposacounty.org.)
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anyway, no Wi-Fi). There isn’t a textbook that tells
you how to mix clay dirt with moss to shove in the
hole of a leaking tank. Unconventional methods are
pretty conventional on ranches across the west. You
might drive by that tank for years looking at that
unconventional cedar post patch that just doesn’t look
like it belongs there, and thinking you should change
By Austin Snedden
it, but the leak is bone dry. Sometimes unconventional
Ranching Contributor, does the job better than conventional, as long as you
Valley Ag Voice
look at it for the job it’s doing and not get mired in the
fact that it is different just because it doesn’t fit into
When you are forty the mental box we have for things.
miles from town and a
sixty-year-old galvanized Far rarer than an unconventional tank patch, is an
tank is leaking water at unconventional politician. In 2016 the United States
ten gallons a minute, you economic tank was leaking; we were leaking careers
get unconventional. The spring that feeds the tank and businesses to other countries because of bad
runs about two gallons per minute. Plus, it is hot, the trade deals. We were leaking our security because
cows are drinking and the tank is leaking. This leaking of appeasement patches with despotic dictators. We
tank has to be full so the water can run on down were leaking the lives of our troops into undefined
the line several miles to water more cows. I am no global engagements. The U.S. electorate stepped
mathematician, but I need something unconventional. up and appointed an unconventional fix to these
There isn’t a YouTube video that shows you how to leaks. For decades these leaks had been expanded
drive a half rotted hundred-year-old cedar fence by conventional candidates from both sides of the
post into a hole in a tank (couldn’t watch it out there political aisle. They all talked about the leaks and
their different conventional solutions for them, but
Valley Ag Voice Marketplace generally these conventional patches made these
leaks worse. We got comfortable with “conventional”
because it looked like the patch we had always seen.
Snedden Ranch
What we had were tank patch salesmen who had never
Annual Bull Sale
patched a tank. To them, the leaks weren’t really the
issue; they just wanted to sell patches.
Saturday, October 10, 2020

The Cattleman’s Corner

Sometimes It Takes
Unconventional

ALMOND ORCHARD
$30,000/Ac.

115.62 acres between Wasco and Shafter. 21 year old trees.
Four year average yield is 2,244 lbs. per acre.
Two sources of irrigation water: Canal water from
Shafter/Wasco Irrigation District and pumped groundwater.

40 Hereford & Red Angus Bulls
BROKERS of BAKERSFIELD REALTY
(661) 327-7757 FAX (661) 663-9157

SneddenRanch.com
SneddenRanch@gmail.com
(805) 423-0248

The thing about driving a piece of wood into a hole
in tank is that it is not politically correct–the wood
sticks out for everyone to see. Thankfully, out in the
country we don’t have everyone wandering by trying
Continued on Next Page
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Where’s the Clear Air?
By Marcia Wolfe
Biology/Ecology
Contributor,
Valley Ag Voice
My eyes feel dry. Every
morning I have multiple,
roof blowing-off sneezes
from the smoke. The air
is grey/blue, clear down to the road surface, as far as
we can see, which is not very far. The smoke is not
as dense as some weeks ago, but it is still thick. We
cannot see the foothills around the edges of town
and the valley, let alone view any of our beautiful
surrounding mountains in the southern Sierra
Nevada, San Emidio, Los Padres or coast ranges.

but that is not enough. Nothing can compensate
for huge widespread fires.) Based on the news
outlets, the horrific fires in northern California
were apparently caused by thousands–as high as
17,000–dry lightning strikes, which are without
simultaneous rainstorms.

As of today, over 3.2 million acres burned (Schuster
Sep 14, 2020 7:40 am PT) to the ground in
California alone. That does not count the acreages
burned in Oregon, Washington, and other states.
The acreage burned is greater than that in the
entire state of Rhode Island (almost 3 times greater).
If learning about the loss of 30 billion birds over
the last 50 years did not give you the feeling the
world is changing and, moreover, the pandemic
imparting the feeling that the world is changing,
My truck in the driveway is covered with dirt and the fires definitely show the changing world.
soot, and it’s hundreds of miles away from most First, most of our oxygen comes from plants. This
of the fires. You do not even want to know what occurs through photosynthesis in every living green
you are inhaling and what the adverse impacts of plant, ranging from the tiniest blue green algae and
those microscopic soot and chemical ash particles phytoplankton in the oceans to other algae in lakes
are on your lungs and body (which may include and streams. Phytoplankton produce about half of
both short term and long term, direct and indirect the world’s oxygen supply, and terrestrial green
effects)! Isn’t there enough to worry about with the plants supply the other half. Plants are critically
Covid-19 pandemic still in effect and the regular flu important.
season rapidly approaching? In wildlife populations,
Terrestrial plants also create the habitats and
previously unknown diseases or diseases new to
food for most birds and wildlife. They create the
a species can be what causes wildlife population
rangelands where our cattle, sheep and other
extinctions. These same processes can also affect
livestock live and graze, as well as our deer, elk,
mankind.
and wild turkeys! Much of our food comes from
When I first moved here many moons ago, we had human cultivated plants, of which we produce
thick fog off and on throughout much of the winter massive amounts for the whole world.
combined with poor air quality. Over time, our
All plants help maintain good soil quality and
community managed to improve our air quality
texture. They also help to create and ensure
some, I thought. But now, that is something to
think about. What we do may not matter because percolation pathways for the water that filters
currently our extremely poor air quality is unrelated through them to recharge our groundwater. The
specifically to what is going on in the San Joaquin vegetation also filters the water before it gets to
Valley. It’s not our fault. We (man) did not do it! the groundwater. Vegetation slows storm runoff,
(That is except for the arson fire started in Los enabling it to leach into the soil and down to the
Angeles County, from which we receive some groundwater, before just rapidly running completely
smoke, depending upon the high- and low-pressure offsite downstream.
systems and winds. The arsonist has been caught,
Continued on Next Page

Sometimes It Takes Unconventional
Continued from Previous Page

to remove it because it doesn’t look conventional. If we
had tank patch salesmen wandering the countryside
like Washington D.C. has politicians and lobbyists,
no grassroots patch would survive. Like tank patch
salesmen, politicians can’t be having people elect
problem solvers that didn’t come through their
hierarchy of power.
When we elected Donald Trump November of 2016,
we elected an unconventional repair method to fix
many conventional leaks. From day one, the run-ofthe-mill tank patch salesmen in D.C. didn’t like him.
Even though the conventional political patches that the
swamp dwellers have been selling for a century have
always failed, and often put more holes in the tank–they
still were all shocked that we selected a different
repairman. The politicians became even more irate
when some of the unconventional patches began to
work. When President Trump began patching leaks
like he said he was going to do, the political patch
salesmen began punching new holes in the tank and
blaming them on him. There was a hole made by
the swamp called “Russian collusion,” and many
more. Even though the D.C. patch salesmen make

their living selling leak repairs, they enjoy splashing
around in the swamp made from a leaky tank far
more than keeping the water in.
I probably shouldn’t compare our great country to
a sixty-year-old galvanized tank, but just like the
people inside our country, the water in the tank is
what makes the tank itself important. A tank that
won’t hold water is no tank at all, no matter how
great it was in the beginning. Even some folks who
like that leaks have been fixed are still not comfortable
with the unconventional delivery of the patch. Our
country has seen many repairs to our tank in the
last four years that we have heard talked about for
decades. There is more work to be done, especially
in the largest sector of U.S. agriculture, which is beef
cattle. Among other federal agency grazing reform
that the Trump Administration is already working
on, I am confident that this “America first” president
will address the current USDA labeling laws in beef
that allow foreign producers and corporations to profit
off the USA brand at the expense of USA ranchers.
I think this tank needs four more years of competent,
unconventional repairs.
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Forests naturally burn from time to time, as fires
are caused by dry lightning and other causes. But
about 75 years ago, Smokey Bear hit the scene.
He helped let people know to be careful and to
not cause forest fires from camping, cigarettes, or
carelessness. But he did it so well that now when
there were natural fires, there was so much fuel
present they simply roared and were much worse
than they may have been if nature had been allowed
to take its course. Fire is a natural part of our overall
forest ecosystems, which includes regularly burning
acreage, old growth forests and understories (shrubs,
grasses and wildflowers). Since experiencing hotter
fires related to the Smokey Bear message, some
have opted to use controlled burns. Controlled
burns may help to result in more natural forest
habitats, helping them not burn so fiercely because
of build up of deep duff, leaves and trees. However,
it has long been a controversial management issue
and controlled burns are not used everywhere. In
addition, much of the acreage burned is not forest,
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but is comprised of shrub and grasslands. Over
time, the extent of these large fires, which still
have not been controlled yet for the large part, will
extensively change the environment in those areas
for many years to come, and that includes both
vegetation and wildlife. Wildlife will experience
huge losses of some species. Others will be harmed
by the immediate lack of food or forage. Birds
will move if they can, but the speed and extent to
which they return and recover their population
sizes remain to be learned. The forests take many
years to regrow since different species have different
rates of restoration. As is common with wildlife,
the species most successful in disturbed habitats,
are not always the same species that ultimately
inhabit an area.
If in reading this you are thinking, “Who cares?
The effects of the fires do not impact me because
that is all up north.” Do not fool yourself. We
(humans) are interconnected with all aspects of
the environment, including the air, water, soils,
birds, and wildlife! For a long time to come, the
environment is going to be different after the fires
are finally controlled.
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AFIA Suspends 2020 Feed Facility of
the Year Program

program so that the benchmarking data would be
more meaningful and attract more participation in
Press Release Provided by the American Feed Industry the program across the industry, so we will suspend
the program this year while working with our
Association
members to hear their feedback and return with an
The American Feed Industry Association in partnership with Feedstuffs is suspending the annual even stronger and more effective program in 2021.”
Feed Facility of the Year program for 2020, citing The Feed Facility of the Year award recognizes
issues brought on by the coronavirus pandemic. overall excellence in feed manufacturing operations,
The temporary suspension of the program will from companies’ commitment to safety, quality and
allow the AFIA to make important and necessary regulatory compliance to employee development to
changes to the program, allowing it to continue overall operating efficiencies. To date, 34 facilities
being one of the best operational benchmarking have received this esteemed industry award.
programs within the industry.
The AFIA has been working with member focus
Gary Huddleston, AFIA’s director of feed manufac- groups on exciting changes for 2021, including
turing and regulatory affairs, offered the following making the application process easier and less
statement:
time-consuming for facility managers, making the
“As an essential industry, U.S. animal food man- benchmarking more meaningful and enhancing
ufacturers have been working hard throughout the awards portion of the program.
the pandemic to keep their plants operating safely
The goals of the updated program are three-fold:
and efficiently so that they can continue delivering
livestock feed and pet food to the marketplace, all • provide facility managers with meaningful
benchmarking that will facilitate continuous
while adjusting to meet current and changing federal
and state health and safety guidance to protect their
improvement of their operations;
employees. With current travel restrictions and
• recognize facilities that do an outstanding job in
visitor limitation polices in place, it would be difficult
their industry category among their peers; and
for all facilities that wish to apply to the program to
safely be able to participate and for us to be able to • gather important industry benchmarking data
the AFIA can use when working with various
score the award appropriately. The AFIA already
had plans to make necessary modifications to the
government agencies.
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Fighting the Spirit of “Amalek”
By Sandy Mittelsteadt
Faith Contributor, Valley Ag Voice
You may ask: What is the Spirit of “Amalek?” In
Jewish tradition, Amalek is pure evil. It is the spirit
that inhabits those who lack the fear of God. Amalek
is the power of darkness and evil in our world.

this cause, Isaiah 62:1 states: “For Zion’s sake will I not
hold my peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,
until the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness.”
To keep the spirit of Amalek away from your door and
to keep you standing against the “wiles of the devil,” put
on the armor of God as described in Ephesians 6:14-17:
“Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with
truth, and having on the breast plate of righteousness;
And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of
peace; Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye
shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.
And take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the
spirit, which is the word of God.”

Amalek is now at work in America. Amalek is stirring
up hatred. The Spirit of Amalek has at its core a love
of lies. Amalek’s father is the father of all lies and liars.
These liars believe that if you tell a lie big enough and
keep repeating it, people will eventually come to believe
it. The Nazis knew this to be true. A lie can only be
perpetuated when dark forces safeguard it from the
Once we have put on the armor of God, it is up to us,
light. Light is the mortal enemy of liars and their lies,
as believers, to pray and open our mouths, and speak.
because it brings out the truth.
That’s how you can play a big role in breaking the
Paul wrote in Ephesians 6:12 that “… we wrestle not curse of Amalek. The Bible in Matthew 5:9 says that
against flesh and blood, but against principalities, peacemakers are blessed. Tell others of God’s great
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of love, mercy, and compassion. As for me, I am going to
this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” tell others about my favorite verse in the Bible -- John
And God warned his people, the Jews, in Deut. 25:17 10:10: “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to
-- 19: “Remember what Amalek did unto thee by the kill, and to destroy; I (meaning Jesus) am come that
way, when ye were come forth out of Egypt; How he they might have life, and that they might have it more
met thee by the way, and smote the hindmost of thee,
abundantly.”
even all that were feeble behind thee, when thou wast
faint and weary; and he feared not God. Therefore, it I am not going to ignore that evil exists. In fact, Second
shall be, when the LORD thy god hath given thee rest Timothy 3: 1-5 says: “This know also, that in the
from all thine enemies round about, in the land which last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be
the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance to lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud,
possess it, that thou shalt blot out the remembrance of blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful,
Amalek from under heaven; thou shalt not forget it.” unholy, Without natural affection, trucebreakers,
Amalek has also been at work in modern times. Amalek false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those
was the spirit behind anti-Semitism. The demonic spirit that are good, Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of
of Amalek seeks opportunities to twist the thinking pleasures more than lovers of God, having a form of
of people. It delights in people who hate others, live godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such
in despair, lie to one another, steal from others, love turn away.” I acknowledge that the spirit of Amalek
destruction, and start wars. It especially hates the truth is still in the world today and working mightily in
of the Bible, righteous people, and peacemakers. For America right now.
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