
Ph
ot

o 
by

 T
on

y M
or

en
o 

Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
y •

 6
61

-7
03

-0
57

2

Valley Ag Voice LLC
1412 17th Street, Suite 407 
Bakersfield, CA 93301

PRSRT-STD
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit 113

Santa Ana, CA

THE LOCAL VOICE FOR OUR FARMERS, RANCHERS AND DAIRY PRODUCERS SINCE 2013 VOLUME 9 • ISSUE 6 • JUNE 2020VALLEYAGVOICE.COM

Kern County Fair is Facing a Cash Crunch 
Is COVID-19 the Cause?

government funds to operate. This is a common 
misconception even one Espericueta held prior to 
being appointed to the fair’s board. Furthermore, 
he pointed out the precarious nature of being 
reliant on the annual fair for 70% of the revenue 
is a potential risk. The fair makes the rest of their 
revenue from other events and site rentals throughout 
the remainder of the year. With the COVID-19 
pandemic, the interim events are not taking place. 
These events provide needed revenue to keep the 
operations funded throughout the year.

The problem can be further highlighted by looking 
at the numbers. At the beginning of 2020, the 
organization had over $800,000 in cash reserves. 
When you compare that to the expenses from April 
of $270,000, it is roughly three months operating 
costs. Permanent fair employees make up most of the 
monthly expenses running approximately $240,000 
in costs. Apparently, this is part of the problem as 

Continued on page 14Concession booths at the Kern County Fair

City of Arvin Continues Progressive Cannabis Policies with 
Industrial Hemp Ordinance
By Geoffrey Taylor, MA

In the world of medical and recreational cannabis, 
Kern County has a history of being unfriendly 
territory for this niche horticultural industry. Voters 
have rejected medical cannabis measures in the 
last two elections and the idea of a robust cannabis 
economy taking shape in Kern County seems years 
away.

For some in the cannabis industry, hemp was a 
natural shift toward legality without leaving the 
region. For others, hemp was a new and exciting crop 

to explore that differs greatly from the conventional 
crops in Kern County.

However, the City of Arvin has played a progressive 
role in Kern County by being one of two municipal-
ities to create a pathway for legal cannabis business 
operations, thereby providing a template for other 
San Joaquin Valley communities to spur greater 
economic development through this burgeoning 
industry. Towns across the valley such as Woodlake, 
Farmersville, Merced and Modesto are a few other 
examples of municipalities that have followed suit 
in allowing for state and locally licensed cannabis Continued on page 3

business operations.

Arvin just went a step further to address the bur-
geoning industrial hemp industry and roll out the 
red carpet for ethical operators to grow within the 
city. Most recently, Arvin has taken their progressive 
cannabis policies even further with a new Industrial 
Hemp ordinance intended to spur further economic 
development and provide other municipalities with 
a template for monetizing from the rapidly growing 
Industrial Hemp industry.

“I think it is important to note the process we 
used to develop our hemp ordinance,” said Jerry 
Breckenridge, City Manager for the City of Arvin, 
“Unlike most communities that create ordinances 

Silhouette of cannabis plant at sunrise (Photo by Soru Epotok / Shutterstock.com)

in a vacuum, we actually reached out to the hemp 
industry for their input. We wanted to make sure 
we created an ordinance that met the needs of the 
industry, but also recognized the best interests of 
the City.”

This means placing an emphasis on hemp research 
and development, using the city as a laboratory for 
hemp growers, processors and researchers to build a 
robust infrastructure around the many possibilities 
behind the plant.

“After the research we conducted, I am pleased to 
see that hemp is not just about CBD oil; there are so 
many beneficial uses for the product from industrial 

By Valley Ag Voice Staff

On May 18th, the Kern County Fair Board 
convened their monthly meeting. After releasing 
recent news that they may be out of operating cash 
in June, many in the community had questions 
about whether Kern County was going to have a 
fair this year or ever again. 

Lucas Espericueta, who chairs the finance committee 
for the Kern County Fair as a member of the board 
of directors, gave a lengthy and detailed presentation 
on the fair’s finances showing profits every year since 
2013. “A profitable operation is a good operation. I 
can assure you the fair is profitable. Our revenues 
have been above our expenses. This shows the 
strength of our staff and our business model.”

Yet, as he pointed out the fair does not receive 
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relate with the increased costs. No longer can our 
producers afford the same product with regulatory 
driven price escalations; at least not until the end 
user pays more for their product. This is where our 
creatives in the labor space may shine, and where 
we can expect to see the next great innovations in 
California agriculture. As our services evolve and 
the employee-employer relationship changes, we 
can expect the labor crisis to illuminate efficiencies 
for both employee and employer benefit. It is the 
responsibility of producers to keep eyes open for 
these opportunities.

The creative minds of our forefathers will need 
to influence the current generation’s efforts as 
we deal with an ever-complex California water 
situation. It’s been stated and overstated: state 
and federal water distribution philosophies are at 
odds, the existing conveyance systems are deteri-
orating, and the management actions as written 
in our Groundwater Sustainability Plans will 
likely increase the long-term cost of water. For 
decades, farmers and ranchers have depended on 
the government capital for the development of wa-
ter infrastructure projects. Water users were and 
are expected to repay the government as water 
is transferred from Northern California to ag-
ricultural and urban communities to the South. 
As we advocate and educate the governmental 
powers that be of the importance in investing 
in our existing infrastructure, now is the time to 
look for alternate sources of capital both private 
and institutional. It’s been said that as long as the 
sun shines on California soils, they will have val-
ue. And though property values are stabilizing, if 
not cycling downward, the greater value lies in the 

By John Moore 
President, Kern 
County Farm Bureau

Farmers are natural 
creatives. This may 
come as a shock to 
those whose main idea 
of a farmer is a plaid 

shirt and jean pant wearing, dusty pickup truck 
driving, and wheat head chewing simpleton (al-
though I will admit the majority of us do two of 
those three things). Over the past few decades ag-
ricultural creatives in this valley sculpted a water 
distribution system with the state and federal proj-
ects that awed and fed the world. They mastered 
efficiencies in crop protection materials, irrigation 
systems, food processing, land cultivation, and 
specific rootstocks/cultivars/seedstock ideal for 
various soil types and climates. These innovations 
were the product of crises both large and small. As 
of June 2020, stating that the agricultural industry 
faces an on-going crisis on various items, including 
labor and water, would not be an understatement. 

Looking forward to this upcoming harvest season, 
the availability of a workforce will be of utmost 
concern for our labor-intensive industries. Produc-
ers need a skilled workforce tasked with harvesting 
our bounty, and they will be saddled with doing so 
at a higher cost. The services provided by our labor 
contractors and/or full-time employees must cor-

President’s Message
From This Crisis May 
Come Creativity

affordable water supply that allows our valley to be 
the most productive agricultural region in the world. 
Depending on the government to recognize this re-
ality is no longer tenable or time efficient.

There is no doubt that from crisis may come cre-
ativity. The responsibility to exercise that imag-
ination lies with agriculture’s stakeholders, and I 
would bet that our potential is far from exhausted.
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Administrator’s Note
By Colleen Taber 
Administrator, Kern 
County Farm Bureau

We are so fortunate to 
have such quality local 
businesses here in Kern 

County. Our partnership with Temblor Brewing 
company is a match made in heaven. As you all 
get to know me, you will learn that I can find ag 
in anything. You might ask, “What does a farm 
bureau and a brewing company have in common?” 

It takes agriculture to brew beer: wheat, barley, 
and hops, to name a few. This season’s release of 
the Farm Bureau beer is a Lemon Blueberry Beer. 
We also need ag to have lemons and blueberries. 
We have brought in Kern County Farm Bureau 
directors and partners like Murray Family Farms 
and Gourmet Blueberries to create this refreshing 
flavor. Friends like Vita-Pakt have joined in as well 
to share their citrus. Almost sounds like health 
food to me. 

These organizations were brought together by Todd 
Snider, Kern County Farm Bureau Director and 
owner of Western Ag Crop Insurance Services. 
It wasn’t easy for Snider in this current pandemic 
to orchestrate this effort. Our relationship with 
Temblor Brewing Company continues to flourish as 
their creativity and expertise delivers another great 

beer. Speaking of delivery... Temblor is currently 
offering home delivery as well as curbside purchase. 
This original Lemon Blueberry Beer is a perfect 
match for your pool float or your family cornhole 
game.

It’s events like this beer release that brings us togeth-
er. I hope to see you at our Bounty of Kern County 
on October 10th as well as our Golf Tournament 
scheduled for November 9th. 

Cheers!

This season’s Farm Bureau beer is a Lemon Blueberry Beer
(Photo by symbiot / Shutterstock.com)

Young Farmers & Ranchers
weird not being able to go anywhere but work, see 
friends, or give a loved one a hug. Making plans 
for fundraisers, events, and gatherings continues to 
be a challenge. The remainder of 2020 seems so 
uncertain as to what we will be able to do and not do. 

The Kern YF&R is still trying to stay involved in the 
community. By the time this article releases we will 
have just had our May meeting. We were forced to go 
the virtual route. It is important to our organization 
to keep members involved. Assemblyman Vince 
Fong will be speaking to the group about California 
Legislature goals as well as California Agriculture 
during COVID-19. The great thing about a virtual 
meeting is that you don’t have to make room for 
people because everyone will be in the comfort 
of their home! It will be a test run to see if virtual 
meetings can continue to keep our group in contact 
with each other. 

Another uncertain item is our Annual Charity 
Farmer’s Market. The tentative date is July 11, 
2020 but I am not holding my breathe that it will 
happen. If anything, we will move the event to the 
fall and still find a partner to build a garden for. 
No matter what happens with this virus, we will 
build a garden!

The Kern County Fair is also a concern for us. 
Whether the fair happens or not, the youth of this 
county still have livestock projects that need support. 

By Lindsey Mebane 
President, Kern County 
Young Farmers 
& Ranchers

It’s hard to believe anoth-
er month has passed and 
we are still in the same 
situation. I must say it is 

We have already released the application for the 
Kern YF&R Ag. Grant. If you have a 4-H/FFA 
member with a livestock project destined for the 
Kern County Fair, make sure they apply. Our 
nominating committee will review applications 
and choose recipients prior to the fair starting. For 
those of you that don’t know, livestock projects can 
be very expensive and with the risk of fairs getting 
cancelled, the exhibitors still must sell their animals. 
The Kern YF&R is looking to the community for 
help. We have created a GoFundMe campaign to 
help raise additional money to give out to our Ag 
Grant recipients. If you can find it in your heart 
to support the livestock youth of this great county, 
please donate. The easiest way to find it is to visit 

www.gofundme.com and search for “Kern County 
Fair 4-H and FFA livestock support.” Your support 
would be greatly appreciated. 

As we continue to fight through this time, I hope 
that every one of you are staying safe and sane. 
We will get through this together and be stronger 
for it. I am amazed to see how supportive people 
are of the local community and my hope is that it 
continues long after this pandemic is behind us. 

For more information about our group and to stay up to date 
please follow our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
KernYoungFarmersAndRanchers and follow us on Instagram 
@kern_yfr. If you aren’t already on the e-mail list please 
e-mail us at kernyfr@kerncfb.com.

FA R M  BU R E AU  N E W S The United Voice of Kern County’s Farming Community

Assemblyman Vince Fong will be speaking to Kern YF&R about California Legislature goals as well as California Agriculture 
during COVID-19 (Photo by Vince Fong for Assembly 2020)
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City of Arvin Continues Progressive Cannabis Policies with 
Industrial Hemp Ordinance
Continued from page 1
to environmental,” said Breckenridge, “I am just 
glad that Arvin will be instrumental in providing an 
environment where the hemp industry can flourish, 
research, and educate.”

As the city takes an optimistic approach to creating 
its own hemp infrastructure that is complimentary 
to its cannabis infrastructure, Arvin stands to benefit 
greatly from creating a robust regulatory framework 
for hemp growers, processors, manufacturers and 
researchers to adhere to strict compliance guidelines.

“This hemp ordinance is an opportunity for economic 
development within the City. We are very excited 
to welcome the hemp industry into Arvin and have 
been working with the industry for two years to 
develop an ordinance that meets the needs of the 
community and the industry,” said Pawan Gill, 
Director of Administrative Services for the City 
of Arvin, “While the City is already primarily 
agricultural, we already have interest for setting up 
facilities to process and manufacture hemp derived 
products within the City and this has potential of 

creating new revenue streams as well as creating 
jobs within the City.”

Utilizing the vast opportunities in growing, harvest-
ing, processing and manufacturing of hemp-derived 
products, the City of Arvin is striving to become a 
center for academic studies on hemp. Gill noted: “We 
also have the potential to make Arvin the research 
hub for agricultural hemp and we are excited at 
the prospect of bridging business and education to 
expand educational and workforce development 
opportunities within the City.”

With this focus on developing the community into a 
hemp research hub, Gill notes that “the ordinance 
prohibits the cultivation or manufacturing of hemp 
and/or hemp products without first receiving a city is-
sued permit or entering into a development agreement 
with the City.” Gill continues by stating that “[the 
ordinance] puts in place regulations to provide clarity 
and encourage research and development projects 
and collaborations with both private corporations and 
public educational institutions, and also establishes 
regulations to govern the destruction of hemp being 
cultivated by research and development project such 
as an Established Agricultural Research Institution,” 

often known as an EARI or EARI affiliate.

When the County of Kern and Kern County 
Sheriff’s Department bulldozed more than 450 
acres of permitted EARI research hemp in October 
2019, their actions against the permitted research 
grower left many other local growers nervous and 
seeking refuge from the possibility of being raided 
for having a “hot” crop, or a crop that exceeds the 
0.3% tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) percentage. 
Arvin has developed a robust response to similar 
issues within their own ordinance. 

“The major differentiating factor between the 
County’s ordinance and the City’s is that the County’s 
ordinance limits hemp cultivation for researchers 
to 1 acre per permit holder [while] Arvin’s hemp 
ordinance was developed with feedback from 
stakeholders including representatives from the 
hemp industry, hemp researchers and community 
members,” says Gill, “Our intent is to encourage 
research and development projects and collaborations 
with both private corporations and public educational 
institutions. We are welcoming the industry with 
open arms.”

In addition to this, Gill noted that many Arvin 
hemp farmers have reported crop yields in excess 

of ten times the national average and that because 
hemp crops often require few pesticides and use little 
water, they bring specific environmental benefits to 
reducing pollution, runoff and waste in comparison 
to other more water and chemical-reliant crops.

Gill ended by saying, “This ordinance is a big step 
for us. We are excited at the opportunity to attract 
a new industry, support scientific research, and 
grow employment and educational opportunities 
within our City.”

SWC Sues State of California Over 
Updated Permit Conditions for the 
Long-term Operation of the State 
Water Project
Press Release provided by State Water Contractors

The State Water Contractors (SWC) recently 
filed a lawsuit against the California Department 
of Water Resources (DWR) and California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) over 
the March 31 Incidental Take Permit (ITP) for 
the long-term operation of the State Water Project 
(SWP). The ITP is a permit required under the 
California Endangered Species Act (CESA) to 
protect endangered and threatened fish species. 
The SWC object to the revised permit because it 
imposes significant new conditions that far exceed 
CESA requirements and legal standards and is 
not based on the best available science. The ITP 
was approved without adequate consideration of 
the objections posed to the Department of Water 
Resources (DWR) throughout the consultation 
period as reflected in the SWC’s January 6 letter 
to DWR.

The Current ITP:
• Limits water supplies for 27 million Californians 

without adequate legal or scientific justification
• Increases costs to California ratepayers
• Fails to incorporate the latest and best available 

science
• Implements overly burdensome and illegal actions 

for impacts unrelated to SWP operations and 
geographic range

• Will make climate change adaption and 
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act 
(SGMA) implementation substantially more 
difficult

• Creates operational conflicts between the Central 
Valley Project (CVP) and the SWP

• Allows CDFW—rather than DWR—to make 
wholesale flow decisions over and above the 

prescriptive criteria included in the permit

SWC General Manager Jennifer Pierre issued the 
following statement on the matter:

“In maintaining overly restrictive criteria specific 
to the SWP despite the best available science, and 
over the objections of the State Water Contractors 
and other public water agencies—increasing SWP 
costs by $22 million annually—the ITP’s approval 
has left us with no other choice than to file litigation 
that could and should have been avoided.”

“Even more disappointing, the ITP effectively ends 
the historic Voluntary Agreement process that 
brought together water agencies, regulators and 
conservation groups to tackle decades-old water 
resource problems. Despite this, the SWC remain 
committed to working with state and federal part-
ners to resume the Voluntary Agreement process. 
We must gain alignment between the SWP and 
CVP operations and increase regulatory flexibility 
that meets the needs of California’s people and the 
environment.”

California State Water Project (Photo by Sundry Photography / 
Shutterstock.com)

ACWA Part of Unprecedented 
Coalition Urging Congress to Fund 
Water Needs Amid Pandemic

By Will Holbert 
Communications 
Specialist, ACWA

Press Release provided by 
Association of California 
Water Agencies

In a letter to congres-
sional leaders, a diverse 

coalition of water advocates, including ACWA, 
called on Congress to fund critical water needs that 
are impacting Californians amid the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The letter was addressed to Speaker of the House 
Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy, and 
U.S. Senators Diane Feinstein and Kamala Harris.

The coalition of 59 broad-based organizations, which 
collectively represents both California frontline 
communities as well as more than 450 California 
water agencies and multiple other water and envi-
ronmental stakeholders, is urging the California 
Congressional Delegation to include funding for 
urgent water infrastructure and water affordability 
needs as part of the next federal stimulus package 
or other pending Congressional actions.

Together they are calling for the following steps as 
part of the next federal stimulus package or other 
pending water or infrastructure-related Congressional 
actions:

1. $100 billion in new funding over five years for 
Clean Water and Drinking Water State Revolving 
Funds, with at least 20 percent of the new funding 
distributed to disadvantaged communities as 
additional subsidization (grants) rather than 
loans and eligibility for the new funding for all 
water systems, regardless of their organizational 
structure.

2. $4 billion in immediate funding to the 
Environmental Protection Agency for grants to 
the states for a Low Income Households Drinking 
Water and Wastewater Assistance/Affordability 
Program to help struggling households pay for 
essential water and wastewater service.

3. Emergency funding for affected water utilities, 
particularly serving disadvantaged or hard-hit 
communities, to help offset lost revenue, the costs 
associated with moratoriums on shutoffs, and the 
essential public health protections being put in 
place by water utilities.

4. Shutoff moratorium/safe reconnection provision 
that ensures every American has access to water 
in their homes now and through the duration of 
the COVID-19 crisis and that allows for relief 
to vulnerable customers for a time afterwards to 
regain their financial footing while also providing 
needed fiscal support to water systems.

Taken together, these measures represent meaningful 
and necessary steps to meet both immediate and 
long-term drinking water needs for Californians. 
They will also help boost the economy and protect 
access to a fundamental tool in fighting the spread 
of COVID-19: washing your hands.

(Photo by ArtTim / Shutterstock.com)
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our elected and appointed government officials 
aware of that, to be sure they focus on helping 
rural California keep up with recovery efforts.

Even though the impacts of the pandemic have 
been tough, most farms, ranches and agricultural 
businesses have at least been allowed to continue 
operating, because of California’s definition of 
essential infrastructure. In part, that’s due to 
groundwork Farm Bureau laid several years 
ago with state and federal agencies to make sure 
agriculture—broadly defined—could continue to 
operate in circumstances such as those we face now.

Where local governments have imposed restrictions 
on farmers markets and other agricultural activi-
ties, county Farm Bureaus and CFBF have worked 
to clarify rules to allow farmers and ranchers the 
ability to continue to meet their customers, safely, 
wherever possible.

Farm Bureau underlined the impact of the 
pandemic on rural California with the release 
of our farmer survey. The survey also showed 
the logistical problems farmers and ranchers 
face: shortages of personal protective equipment, 
concerns about employee health, how absences 
could worsen already chronic trouble in hiring 
enough people for on-farm jobs.

Thank you to all of you who responded to the 
survey. Your collective responses will help us 
make the case with legislators and agencies 
that agriculture, while considered essential, has 
been broadly affected by the pandemic. The 
information from the survey will support Farm 
Bureau advocacy for policies that ease the strain 
on rural California while assuring the health 
and safety of farmers, ranchers, their employees, 
families and customers.

Farm Bureau advocates for rural California in the 
media as well as with government and the courts. 
During the pandemic, CFBF has responded to 
close to 100 media inquiries on the topic, and many 
county Farm Bureaus have been actively telling 
the story to reporters and their audiences, as well.

At the same time, we know COVID-19 is not the 
only critical concern for California farmers and 
ranchers. Just as the pandemic struck, the state 
has been plunged back into drought.

Joining other agricultural organizations from 
California and the West, Farm Bureau has made 
the case with state and federal administrations that 
farms and ranches must have adequate, reliable 
water supplies if they’re to continue providing 
plentiful and safe food and farm products. Water 
is the essential element for the essential business 
of farming.

As the pandemic has caused more people to focus 
on the critical importance of the food supply, 
we have also seen more focus on what it takes to 
assure that supply: the people, the resources, the 
infrastructure.

That has put us in the spotlight in new ways. 
But we do not shrink from the spotlight. We 
welcome the opportunity to tell our neighbors 
and representatives: We’re here for you, as we 
always have been—and here’s what’s needed to 
make sure that continues.

Thank you for your commitment to the future of 
California agriculture.

continue to show up on the farm, putting into place 
measures needed to take care of our employees, 
working closely with the multiple regulatory 
agencies that monitor food safety, employee safety 
and workplace regulations.

It’s a commitment to a set of values that don’t get 
placed on hold based on “current situations,” even 
though in a recent CFBF survey 57% of farmers 
who responded reported losing customers or sales 
and 42% lost income from off-farm jobs due to 
shelter-in-place orders.

To honor that commitment, Farm Bureau con-
tinues to represent its members in local, state and 
federal governmental forums, including hearings 
and meetings held via video conference. Whenever 
the state Legislature or Congress meets, Farm 
Bureau is there to raise our voice for farmers, 
ranchers, their employees and for rural residents.

There’s a lot of uneasiness in rural California 
right now. That’s because, in the aftermath of 
previous recessions, rural California has tended 
to recover slower each time.

With the state facing an epic $54.3 billion budget 
deficit, economic recovery isn’t going to be state 
funded. Economic recovery for California business 
will come in one of three areas: consumption-led, 
export-led or investment-led. Agriculture is one of 
the only sectors that stands ready to contribute in 
all three areas. Farm Bureau is working to make 

Commentary: Commitment to Community Helps 
Farmers Through Tough Times

By Jamie Johansson 
President, California 
Farm Bureau Federation

Reprinted with permission 
from California Farm 
Bureau Federation

During this challenging 
time, the strong values 

that power California agriculture will help farmers 
and ranchers endure. Those values include the 
commitment we all have to our families, our 
employees and our neighbors.

There’s no better example than the Farm to Family 
program, established by the state Department 
of Food and Agriculture and the California 
Association of Food Banks to simplify food do-
nations to food banks from farmers and ranchers.

Even before the state announced expansion of the 
program last month, more than 120 farmers and 
ranchers donated to the program, and another 
200 had inquired about how to do so. In March, 
the program distributed 14.5 million pounds of 
fresh fruits and vegetables; in the first three weeks 
of April, another 18 million pounds. Average 
donations previously had been 12 million pounds 
a month. No doubt, donations will increase.

Throughout California, farmers and ranchers 
demonstrate that ongoing commitment. We 

Farmer standing in front of a tractor, wearing a protective mask (Photo by Elitprod / Shutterstock.com)

Survey Shows 
Strains on Rural 
California

Press Release provided by California Farm Bureau Federation

Lost markets and lost off-farm income related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic have proven doubly difficult for 
many California farmers and ranchers, according to 
a survey by the California Farm Bureau Federation. 
More than half of the farmers responding to the 
voluntary survey said they had lost customers or 
sales due to COVID-19, and nearly half said they or 
someone in their immediate family had lost off-farm 
income.

“Just as in the rest of society, the effects of the pandemic 
have reverberated throughout rural California,” 
CFBF President Jamie Johansson said. “There’s no 
aspect of farming, ranching or agricultural business 
that has been spared.”

CFBF and the Farm Employers Labor Service, a 
Farm Bureau affiliate, asked farmers and ranchers 
to respond to an online survey form between April 7 
and April 21. More than 500 responded. Nearly 57% 
of respondents said they had lost customers or sales 
during the pandemic, with most citing stay-at-home 
orders that had closed customers’ businesses. Forty-two 
percent of responding farmers said they or a family 
member had lost off-farm income, mainly because 
of jobs unavailable due to stay-at-home orders or to 
care for children due to school and child-care closures.

“Most farm and ranch households count on off-
farm income to supplement what they earn from 
agriculture,” Johansson said, “and have seen those 
jobs reduced at the same time as prices farmers and 
ranchers earn for many crops and commodities 
have fallen.”

About three-quarters of the responding farmers said 
they had been able to maintain operations so far, 
and had been able to avoid furloughing or laying off 
employees. Of those who reported reducing operations 
or staff, most cited cuts to customer orders or revenue. 
Only 20% reported employees unable to work, mostly 
because the employees were considered in a high-risk 
group for the novel coronavirus. About one-third 
reported being unable to undertake routine planting, 
cultivation or crop-care activities due to lack of personal 
protective equipment such as respiratory protection.

“Farmers and ranchers are doing all they can to 
maintain essential activities and provide plentiful, 
safe food,” Johansson said, “but there’s no question the 
pandemic has put a strain on rural California. At local, 
state and federal levels, Farm Bureau will advocate 
for policies that ease that strain while assuring the 
health and safety of farmers, ranchers, their employees, 
families and customers.”

To review the survey results, visit www.cfbf.com/
impactsurvey.

A rusted and broken metal windmill sits behind an abandoned 
shed (Photo by Max Samuel / Shutterstock.com)
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Spring Storms Not Enough to Offset Dry Winter:
Measurements from the 130 electronic snow sensors 
scattered throughout the state indicate that the 
statewide snowpack’s water equivalent is 8.4 inches, 
or 37 percent of the May average. These readings 
will help hydrologists forecast spring and summer 
snowmelt runoff into rivers and reservoirs.

“March and April storms brought needed snow to 
the Sierras, with the snowpack reaching its peak 
on April 9, however those gains were not nearly 
enough to offset a very dry January and February,” 
said Sean de Guzman, chief of DWR’s Snow Survey 
and Water Supply Forecast Section. “The last two 
weeks have seen increased temperatures leading to 
a rapid reduction of the snowpack. Snowmelt runoff 
into the reservoirs is forecasted to be below average.”

California’s weather variability has been on full 
display this water year. Dry conditions in October 
and November were followed by precipitation in 
December that measured 120 percent of average. 
Very dry conditions returned to much of the state 
in January and February, with March and April 
storms leading to the snowpack peaking at just 66 
percent of average on April 9.

In normal years, the snowpack supplies about 30 
percent of California’s water needs as it melts in the 
spring and early summer. The greater the snow water 
equivalent the greater the likelihood California’s 
reservoirs will receive ample runoff to meet the state’s 
water demand in the summer and fall.

Press Release provided by Department of Water Resources

The season’s final manual snow survey at Phillips 
Station was conducted on April 30th by the 
Department of Water Resources (DWR). The survey 
recorded 1.5 inches of snow depth and a snow water 
equivalent (SWE) of 0.5 inches, which is 3 percent of 
the May average for this location. The SWE measures 
the amount of water contained in the snowpack, 
providing a more accurate forecast of spring runoff 
than snow depth alone.

California Enters Summer 
with Precipitation and 
Snowpack Below Average

The state’s six largest reservoirs currently hold between 
83 percent (San Luis) and 126 percent (Melones) of 
their historical averages for this date. Lake Shasta, 
California’s largest surface reservoir, is 94 percent of 
its historical average and sits at 81 percent of capacity.

DWR conducts final manual snow survey of 2020 at Phillips Station 
on April 30 (Photo by DWR)

The Plan for Kern County Fair Livestock
By Audrey Hill 
Student at Cal Poly

The Kern County Fair 
isn’t just a place where we 
can feel the rush of roller 
coasters that might have 
been put up just a little too 
fast or a place where we 

can eat copious amounts of fried food, it is also a place 
where hard working kids get to display their passions 
for livestock. The community of youth centered around 
showing livestock, especially those in Kern County, 
are frankly the hardest working group of kids I’ve 
ever met, not to mention the amount of respect they 
radiate at any given moment. Unfortunately, with 
COVID-19 still looming over our heads, these kids 
may have to sit out this year’s Kern County Fair and 
Jr. Livestock Auction. Much is unknown about the 
plans regarding the fair, but this is what we do know. 

The Kern County Fair board states that their 
number one priority is safety and they will be 
following Governor Newsom’s Executive Order to 
cancel gatherings of 250 people or more for the time 
being. The board also opted to wait to make any 
final decisions regarding the cancellation of all fair 
related events until their July board meeting. Hopefully 
by then, the virus will have receded and Governor 
Newsom will not give out a second executive order 
for the cancellation of large events, including fairs. 
This July board meeting will go over everything 
from livestock to roller coasters and is where all plans 
for cancellation will be discussed and finalized, if of 
course, that is the unfortunate decision. However, 
this is not the end of the story. 

The Kern County Fair Board of Directors are all 
working tirelessly trying to stay prepared in an 
ever-changing environment and have theorized many 
alternative plans. Lucas Espericueta, a director on the 
fair board, stated his idea for a “Plan B” in the latest 
fair board meeting. Espericueta said, “When I think 
about the future of the fair in light of this COVID-19 
and reading all the news - you know - touching things, 
6 feet of space in between everyone, face masks and 
all these other things that are common vernacular 
now, I think we need a plan b.” His Plan B entails 
abandoning rides and games - as they would violate 
social distancing measures - but keep the exhibits, 
livestock and concerts by turning it into a music festival 

styled event where people are able to easily stay 6 feet 
apart. Espericueta theorizes that “We can make use 
of the space in the northwest corner [where the rides 
are usually] and start spreading everyone out and have 
all the same line up planned, which I hear is going 
to be amazing. There is a shining line-up right now 
that we have set up, and it would be a shame to cancel 
it all.” It’s unfortunate that this plan cannot include 
the rides and carnival games that many associate 
with the fair, but I think Espericueta’s plan is better 
than nothing and could be the framework for a very 
creative solution to such a very frustrating time. This 
plan would need a lot of work to incorporate livestock 
while maintaining social distancing measures, but 
as of right now all alternative plans are still only 
frameworks. 

Aside from general fair related planning, the livestock 
barn has faced hardships of its own. Potentially, the 
most devastating is the absence of Buyer number 9. 

Thousands of Kern County’s youth sell livestock at the 
Kern County Fair and many come away with a little 
extra cash afterward. Youth from all over the county 
sell their project animals at this true old-fashioned 
live auction, taking the stage to show off their hard 
work. A few years ago, an anonymous buyer, known 
as Buyer 9, began buying animals and donating the 
meat back to our local food bank. Buyer 9 became 
an overnight sensation for those in the livestock show 
industry, and youth from around the county were 
overjoyed with the extra money they earned. Kids 
that normally couldn’t afford to buy a competitive 
show animal were using the money they earned to 
double down on animals year over year. The infamous 
Buyer 9 of the Kern County Fair Livestock Auction 
has supplied a massive amount of funds to hundreds 
of students purchasing around one third of all of the 
livestock that runs through the auction block. And 
as if it wasn’t generous enough to purchase these 
animals that can cost roughly three times the market 
value, Buyer 9 also donates all of the meat back to 
the community. Unfortunately, Buyer 9 will not be 
returning to the fair this year due to COVID-19. 
Isaiah Ruiz, a former Bakersfield High School FFA 
member, comments on how important Buyer 9 is to 
our community and how much they will be missed 
this year: “Buyer 9 plays a super important role as an 
auction buyer. […] The truth is that many students 
struggle finding buyers and sponsors. So, knowing 
ultimately that buyer nine would be the one to buy the 

animal was at least comforting to know.” Now without 
the safety net of Buyer 9 present, these showmen are at 
an even greater disadvantage as they struggle to find 
sponsors and alternative buyers in this trying time. 

If the fair must be cancelled and no in-person shows 
will be available, the fair board will instead provide 
an online show and auction in its place. Online 
livestock shows are a relatively new phenomenon 
and the industry is lukewarm about them so far. They 
will function the same as a normal livestock show 
essentially, however this time it is in the showman’s 
backyard with a video camera in lieu of a livestock 
ring and judge. Some predict that these types of shows 
will be the way of the future, and others are highly 
skeptical. Taylor Williams, a Frontier FFA senior 
showman who has shown pigs, goats and sheep for 
over nine years and is also the owner of Rockstar Show 
Goats, commented: “If the shows are moved online I 

will be sad because you don’t get the fair experience, 
but it’s definitely better than nothing.” She also said 
that she is hopeful that she will be able to come back 
to her “second home” this year and show in-person 
at the Kern County Fair. The current circumstances 
we are under are causing a lot of changes to how we 
normally operate. Students are missing out on the 
traditional comradery of learning together. But just 
like Taylor Williams, I know that our community is 
strong and flexible and can work with and around 
the unfavorable conditions at present. In the end, 
we will find a way to do what we love online or in 
person. Raising livestock and project animals is an 
important part of learning the values of farming. That 
hard work pays off and dedication and commitment 
does not go unrewarded.

Ms. Hill is an Animal Science student at Cal Poly (SLO) with 
plans to become a large animal veterinarian. She grew up in 
Bakersfield spending most of the time in the ag community, and 
she’s proud to call it her home. “I’m honored to represent Kern 
County’s small ag at home as well as at Cal Poly.”
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STAY TUNED FOR ANY NEW OFFERINGS COMING TO THE MARKET SOON 
FOR MORE INFO, VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.TECHAGFINANCIAL.COM

158.18 +/- Acres of Open Farmland in Arvin Edison Water Storage District
Asking Price: US$3,163,600

307.92 +/- Acres of Cawelo Open Farmland and Vineyard 
Asking Price: US$6,774,240

563.43 +/- Acres of Almonds, Pistachios & Open Farmland in Semitropic Water Storage District 
Asking Price: US$8,500,000

160 +/- Gross Acres of Eastside Management Area Citrus, Avocado, & Open Farmland
Asking Price: US$6,500,000

182.50 +/- Gross Acres of Plums and Open Farmland in People’s Ditch Company
Asking Price: US$5,110,000

ACTIVE LISTINGS

MORGAN HOUCHIN
TechAg Financial Group, Inc.

3430 Unicorn Road, Bakersfield, CA 93308
CA Broker DRE No. 01865336

Mob: 661-477-3669 | Off: 661-695-6500 | eFax: 661-384-6168
MHouchin@TechAg.com | www.TechAgFinancial.com

(Photo by Snedden Ranch)

The Cattleman’s Corner

Give Me Back My Words

making a moral judgment here on anyone’s lifestyle 
choice, only a moral judgment on word theft.

Words are not the only things being stolen, phrases 
and acronyms aren’t safe either. For over 50 years 
in animal agriculture we have been using artificial 
insemination, commonly referred to as “AI.” Dairies 
and beef producers have used it regularly in their 
operations as well as their vocabularies. The phrase 
“artificial intelligence” shares the same initials, but 
up until recent times, it was purely a speculative 
futuristic concept and, therefore, not used much. 
With advancements in computer technology, the use 
of artificial intelligence has gotten widespread enough 
that people use the abbreviation “AI” regularly. 
You will see “AI” referenced in TV commercials, 
news headlines, and in conversation. People are 
using artificial intelligence to make smart homes 
where you can turn on your lights or oven by voice 
command, or even talk to your fridge while at the 
grocery store—or something like that. Many people 
have told me that after reading my writing they are 
fairly sure that I have artificial intelligence. Before 
reading, they thought I had intelligence, but after 
reading they are pretty confident my intelligence 
is artificial, of course that is another story. In the 
circles I hang out in, “AI” is always used in reference 
to bovine procreation. With that said, you can 
imagine the shock some of us in the cattle business 
have experienced when we hear someone say, “I 
am going to bring AI into my house.” Before my 
brain can make the conversion, I am two sentences 
in to telling said person that there are far better 
facilities for breeding cows than inside the house. 
Imagine the look on a rancher’s face when he sees 
a headline that reads ‘’Law Enforcement Uses AI 
to Track Fugitive.” Imagine my shock at seeing a 
TV commercial for a tech company, telling me that 
I can use AI to learn more about my customers. I 
don’t care how close you are to your customers; I 
am not sure that is the best route no matter which 
definition for “AI” you choose. 

We have 26 letters in our alphabet. If you come up 
with a new idea or are part of a politically correct 
vocabulary gang, make a combination of those letters 
that isn’t already taken. This commandeering of 
words is causing serious sentence inflation. The more 
definitions there are for each word, the longer our 
sentences have to be to describe in what manner we 
are using each word, and for those of us that may 
or may not have artificial intelligence, it challenges 
the sustainability of our communication.

By Austin Snedden 
Contributor, 
Valley Ag Voice

We know language is 
always evolving, and 
new words are being 
invented, that is why the 
dictionary gets updates. 

One of the more frustrating parts of an evolving 
language is not the new words, but rather a new 
definition for a word that has been around for a 
long time. When these words or phrases are stolen, 
they are gone; they are off to their new home with 
no return. The old definition can’t show proof 
of ownership and get its word back. There is no 
brand inspector to find rustled words. If it is found, 
it already has a new brand on it, and the rightful 
owner is most likely now listed as the second or 
even third definition.

A relatively recent word heist, that most of us in 
agriculture are familiar with, is the word “sus-
tainable.” Sustainable had been minding its own 
business, carrying along a wonderful definition 
that everyone understood. When all of a sudden, 
a politically correct mob jumped out of an alley 
bludgeoning Sustainable’s definition and stealing the 
word. Prior to the theft, Sustainable was first used in 
Webster’s Dictionary in 1924 with the definition of: 
“capable of being sustained.” After being hijacked 
by a politically correct mob and injected with 
environmentalism, Sustainable came to mean almost 
the exact opposite of its original definition. The theft 
of the word became noticeably clear to those of us 
in agriculture when people started telling farmers 
and ranchers (who had been doing the same thing 
on the same ground for over 100 years) how to be 
sustainable. Often, the model ranch or farm of the 
new Sustainable is the one that is most dependent 
on government payments, university grants, or 
funded as a tax shelter. The old Sustainable was 
unsustainable without a healthy balance sheet, the 
new Sustainable is all about feelings and emotion.

Who decided “partner” meant a live-in romantic 
interest? In agriculture, there are a lot of partner-
ships in the traditional definition. You might have 
partnered on a tractor or a bull or even some land. 
With the new definition, if I say “Old Earl and I are 
partners,” it could mean we are in business together, 
or it could mean we are picking out paint swatches 
and drapes to decorate our living room. I am not 
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Let’s Put Things in Perspective!
Virologist Professor Jonathan Ball said the mutations 
could hinder vaccine manufacturing and that the 
Chinese scientists’ findings would need to be studied 
with a larger sample of cases as the data set used was 
small. Professor Ball said: “At the moment we don’t 
have hard evidence that the virus has changed with 
regards to disease severity or its ability to cause infec-
tion. Consequently, we need to continue to be cautious 
when interpreting these kinds of computer-based 
studies, interesting as they might be.”

Often, we humans forget that we are just one of many 
species of animals. Wildlife populations have suffered or 
in some cases gone extinct because of new or unknown 
diseases. Some of these include sarcoptic mange (which 
is now adversely affecting the endangered San Joaquin 
kit fox here in town), anthrax, West Nile encephalitis, 
Ebola, canine distemper, the plague, and many others. 
The worst-case scenario for any species is extinction. 
The bats in the northeastern United States almost went 
extinct in the past few years from what is referred to as 
white nose syndrome. It is a fungal disease presumed 
to be from Europe, where, oddly enough, it does not 
adversely affect bats at all. Somehow it got here, and 
the northern long eared bat population in New York 
lost 99 percent of its population through 2018. This 
fungus has now spread completely across the United 
States clear to the west coast in Washington. It is more 
recently documented with killing several bats in Texas.  
But besides making the northern long eared bat in 
New York almost extinct, this disease has forever 
changed the composition and population dynamics 

of bats across the entire United States. With the loss 
of millions of bats, it is still spreading. Our bats are 
essential for mosquito and insect control. A bat may 
eat its entire weight in mosquitoes in a single night. 
They eat many insects that damage agricultural crops 
and spread diseases.  The USGS National Wildlife 
Health Center (2020) notes that bats’ consumption of 
insects saves farmers billions of dollars on pest control 
each year. You could not imagine a life without bats!

Recently, I received notice from the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife that ten dead 
jackrabbits were found unexpectedly in southern 
California near Palm Springs.  Laboratory testing 
confirmed that they died from a hemorrhagic virus 
(not related to COVID-19) that previously has never 
been reported in California. The rabbit hemorrhagic 
virus was first recorded in China, and it is thought 
to be carried from rabbits imported from Europe. 
However, rabbit deaths from this same virus were 
previously documented in New Mexico, Colorado, 
Arizona, Texas, and Mexico. The virus may affect 
any type of rabbit, hare, or pika, including domestic 
species. So, if you raise rabbits, like us, keep them in 
isolation for their protection. Eventually, if rabbit, 
hare and pika deaths become extensive, it also will 
result in a cascading, adverse impact upon the many 
wildlife species who depend upon rabbits and hares 
for their food. The California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife is also requesting that anyone who observes 
dead rabbits in the field to please report the locations 
to them (916-358-2790), and call your veterinarian if 
your own domestic rabbits die so they can track the 
rate and locations of the potential virus spread. For 

Marcia Wolfe 
Contributor, 
Valley Ag Voice

I do not want to talk about 
this. The COVID-19 
disease media blitz is 
driving me nuts. It is the 
last thing I feel like writing 

about. It is on the news morning, noon, and night 
and even in between television programs. On one 
hand its scaring people. On the other hand, it seems 
to be making people behave obliviously. So, we need 
to talk about it. 

I was thinking, “Okay, we are scared. Why is the media 
acting so scared?” It simply is due to the reality that we 
really do not know anything about the SARS-CoV-2 
virus that causes COVID-19. It is not just us who are 
ignorant but also the doctors and the researchers across 
the world. Yes, we are learning new things every day, 
but we have never had it before.  We do not know how 
to prevent it, except with an eventual vaccine. So, it 
is necessary for everyone to stay vigilant and follow 
all the recommended guidelines to at least keep the 
spread at bay. It is known that it has mutated from its 
origin in China, and it could mutate again/more. Then 
what? The S and L mutations in COVID-19 were in 
the virus’ protein “spike,” according to Dr Stephen 
Griffin, of the Leeds Institute of Medical Research and 
chair of the virus division at the Microbiology Society.

the most part, the sick rabbits do not exhibit symptoms 
but may have blood on their noses and mouths. As 
a precaution, if you find a dead rabbit in the field 
(or at home), do not touch or move it. If you are a 
rabbit hunter, you want to be sure to use gloves and 
protective gear while dressing them. Washing your 
hands is always recommended for this virus as well, 
as for all germs. That’s right. You heard it here first: 
washing your hands is top priority.

As COVID-19 continues to be researched worldwide, 
vaccines and treatments are being experimentally 
evaluated. Since its identification first in January 
2020, its presence is documented on every continent 
in the world, except Antarctica.  Having worked in 
microbiology, I am sure that our medical research 
scientists eventually will develop successful vaccines 
and ultimately treatments. It just takes a lot of time. 

Classic fungal white nose syndrome kills bats by the millions
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Soil Amendments
Commercial Fertilizers
Organic Fertilizers
Dust Control
Custom Blends

661-833-8311    l    AmericanAgInc.com

Work Comp Update: COVID-19 
Executive Order Analysis
By Elizabeth Barravecchia 
Exclusive to Valley Ag Voice

Employers must be aware that on May 6, 2020, 
Governor Gavin Newsom signed an Executive 
Order creating a temporary, rebuttable presumption that 
COVID-19 is work-related (industrial) for employees 
who meet specific conditions, discussed below. 

This workers’ compensation temporary Executive 
Order is in conjunction with the proclaimed State of 
Emergency enacted by Governor Newsom on March 
4, 2020 as well as Executive Order N-33-20. https://
www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/5.6.20-
EO-N-62-20-text.pdf. 

There are a lot of questions as to what this means 
for employers, insurance carriers, and third-party 
administrators. In order to answer those questions, 
we must have an understanding of what the Executive 
Order says. 

This Executive Order provides that COVID-19 cases 
for some employees will be presumed to be work-related 
(industrial) if certain conditions are met. This makes 
it easier for qualified employees to obtain workers’ 
compensation benefits because it shifts the burden onto 
the employer to prove that injury was not industrial. 
Fundamentally, if an employee worked on/after March 19, 
2020 at the work location and direction of the employer and tested 
positive or was diagnosed by a medical doctor, the presumption 
will apply. Employers who can show clear evidence 
that the COVID-19 was contracted outside of work 
can challenge this at the Workers’ Compensation 
Appeals Board. 

The May 6, 2020 Executive Order does not apply 
to employees who worked from home or to remote 
employees. The employee must test positive for 
COVID-19 or have been diagnosed by a medical 
doctor licensed in California. If a medical diagnosis 
is used to trigger the presumption, it must be followed 
up by a further testing within 30 days of the diagnosis.

When an employer has knowledge of a potential 
workers’ compensation claim for ANY source, they must 
furnish a DWC-1 claim form to the employee. This 
is the law regardless of COVID. Thus in the event, 
an active employee tests positive for COVID-19, the 
employer should send the employee a DWC-1 claim 
form. It is then up to the employee to return/file the 
DWC-1 claim form to the employer. 

If the claim form (DWC-1) was filed on/after May 6, 
2020, the defendant has 30 days to investigate in order 
to try to challenge the presumption and deny the claim. 
Otherwise, the claim is presumed compensable. With 
that said, this presumption is temporary as well as rebuttable. 

It only applies as long as the State of Emergency due to 
COVID-19 exists. Right now, it is set to end 60 days 
from May 6, 2020 (about July 4, 2020).

What does rebuttable really mean for employers? It 
means the employee’s COVID-19 diagnosis can be 
challenged by evidence that the employee contracted 
COVID-19 elsewhere. The employer is able to gather 
evidence to refute the claim that the employee con-
tracted COVID-19 while at their employment. When 
a COVID-19 claim is reported to the employer, it is 
important for the employer to conduct an immediate 
employer-level investigation. This will help trace the 
infection to see if it came from another source besides the 
employment. This could include a questionnaire asking 
about where the employee thinks they were exposed, 
the employee’s symptoms, the employee’s travel in the 
three weeks before the diagnosis, whether the employee 
attended non-work activities in the three weeks before 
the diagnosis, and whether the employee had contact 
with others who have been diagnosed. It is suggested 
that employers work with their employment and/or 
in house counsel on what questions are permitted to 
avoid violating employee privacy rights.

Claim forms (DWC-1) filed after May 6, 2020 which 
show date(s) of employee’s COVID-19 diagnosis 
between March 19, 2020 and July 4, 2020 have a 
REDUCED investigation period of just 30 days, instead of the 
usual 90 days. The 30 days starts with the employee’s 
filing of the claim form (DWC-1). If a claim form for 
COVID-19 was filed before May 6, 2020, those claims 
are likely subject to the 90-day investigation period. 

Looking ahead, the state is starting to reopen, so it is 
important to know that this presumption will cover 
future claims of a COVID-19 diagnosis for employees 
working through July 4, 2020. Thereafter, the State 
Legislature and/or the Governor would have to pass 
a bill and/or extend the Executive Order to continue 
this rebuttable presumption after that date.

If the employee is off work for work-related COVID-19, 
the employee might be entitled to temporary disability 
(a version of wage loss). This Executive Order shortens 
the physician’s time limits and requires certification 
of the employees work status every 15 days within the 
first 45 days after diagnosis. Interestingly, the Executive 
Order provides that there is no waiting period for 
temporary disability benefits. In a typical workers’ 
compensation case, no wage loss is owed for the first 
three days of disability unless disability ultimately 
extends past 3 days.

The Executive Order requires that all supplemental 
sick leave must be used and exhausted before workers’ 
compensation/temporary disability benefits are 

Workers pick green beans in a field (Photo by mikeledray / Shutterstock.com)

payable. Employers should communicate frequently 
with their HR Department to keep tabs on whether 
the employee with a presumptive COVID-19 injury 
is receiving sick leave or should be started on wage 
loss under workers’ compensation. HR and/or the 
employer’s work compensation department needs to 
be contact with their insurance carrier and/or TPA 
in coordinating benefits if benefits become due. HR 
must also be aware of the Families First Coronavirus 
Response Act (FFCRA) as well as state and local 
leave options. 

Employers should know that if employee dies from a 
presumptive work-related COVID-19 claim and the 
employee does not have any dependents, no benefits are 
payable to the state (Death without Dependents Unit). 
COVID-19 will not always cause death, so even when 
COVID-19 is presumed compensable, the employee’s 
death may be due to other causes. Investigation into 
cause of death may be reasonable even where the 
employee had presumptive COVID-19. 

Another important part of this Executive Order is that 
the presumption of COVID-19 work-related injury 
still allows for apportionment to permanent disability 
to other factors and prior awards pursuant to Labor 
Code Sections 4663 and 4664. This means if the 
employee ends up with permanent disability resulting 
from the COVID-19 diagnosis, then a physician can 
still address whether other factors (perhaps underlying 
pre-existing conditions) are directly causing some or 
all of employee’s permanent disability. 

As for other expenses related to a COVID-19 work-re-
lated injury, this Executive Order clearly puts the cost 
of hospital, surgical, medical treatment, disability 
indemnity, and death benefits on the defendant. One 
thing this Executive Order does not provide for is 
specific reimbursement to employees for PPE, lodging 

or other expenses related to COVID-19. However, 
specific reimbursement for these expenses is likely to 
be found reasonable by a court if sufficient receipts 
and need are demonstrated. Proposed Assembly Bill 
664 would guarantee reimbursement of these items 
if it passes in its current form. 

There are at least four bills related to COVID-19 
presumptions pending in the California Legislature, 
which is currently in session. Hanna Brophy is mon-
itoring these bills closely and will provide updates as 
more information is made available.

Please do not hesitate to contact Elizabeth Barravecchia 
or Brenna Hampton, at the contact information below, 
should you have any questions. 

Hanna Brophy LLP

Keep up with current news and events on our website: www.
hannabrophy.com and for upcoming webinars and past 
presentations featuring a detailed analysis of issues relevant 
to California workers’ compensation, join us for our Webinar 
series: hannabrophy.com/events.

Elizabeth Barravecchia 
Office Managing Partner, 
Bakersfield 
ebarravecchia@
hannabrophy.com

Brenna Hampton 
Office Managing Partner, 
San Diego 
bhampton@
hannabrophy.com
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tactics” and is “interested in perverting medical 
science.” Montreal, Quebec’s McGill University 
chemist Dr. Joe Schwarcz called PCRM “a fanatical 
animal rights group with a clear-cut agenda of 
promoting a vegan lifestyle” that “masquerades as 
a just scientific body.”

One former director of research for the Center 
for Consumer Freedom stated, “Neal Barnard 
is using his latest book to disguise animal rights 
propaganda as medical advice…Most Americans 
are too smart to take dietary advice from PETA. But 
that’s exactly what you get with Barnard’s anti-meat 
recommendations.”

PRCM Has Connections to Radical Animal 
Extremist Groups
It stands to reason that Barnard and PCRM have 
had long and well-documented interconnectedness 
with groups like the People for the Ethical Treatment 
of Animals (PETA) and other animal extremist 
groups, including two that were considered to be 
“ terrorist threats” by the Department of Justice: 
Animal Liberation Front (ALF) and SHAC (Stop 
Huntingdon Animal Cruelty).

Former PCRM spokesperson, Dr. Jerry Vlasak, was 
quoted as saying: “I think there is a use for violence 
in our movement. And I think it can be an effective 
strategy. Not only is it morally acceptable, I think 
that there are places where it could be used quite 
effectively from a pragmatic standpoint… And I 
don’t think you’d have to kill—assassinate—too 
many vivisectors before you would see a marked 
decrease in the amount of vivisection going on. And 
I think for 5 lives, 10 lives, 15 human lives, we could 
save a million, 2 million, 10 million non-human 
animals. People get all excited about, “Oh what’s 
going to happen when the ALF accidentally kills 
somebody in an arson?” Well, you know I mean, I 
think we need to get used to this idea. It’s going to 
happen, okay? It’s going to happen.”

PCRM does not openly advocate violence and thus 
distanced itself from Vlasak, but actively works 
to hide its ties to PETA and other blatant animal 

Animal Extremist Group Files Petitions with U.S. Surgeon 
General and President Trump to Close Livestock Markets

In addition, manure from cattle feedlots is used to 
fertilize crop fields that grow grains and vegetables.

Platform of Fallacies

Even in normal times and in the extremely unlikely 
scenario that the entire general populace would 
convert to veganism, it would be impossible to 
sustainably and efficiently produce the sheer amount 
of plant products to feed and adequately nourish 
one nation, much less the world.

It is easy to see how PCRM’s entire platform is 
based upon fallacies – fallacies that are necessary for 
them to dupe people into supporting their agenda.

Given the group’s long history of ill-veiled deceptions, 
though, it’s really no surprise.

PRCM-Who They Really Are
Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine was 
founded in 1985 by Neal Barnard. Barnard wrote 18 
books between 1990 and 2020, and in 2015 founded 
the Barnard Medical Center as part of PCRM. He 
was nominated for induction into the “Animal Rights 
Hall of Fame” in 2003. Barnard’s training was in 
psychiatry, but he has spent the majority of his career 
masquerading as an expert in nutrition, promoting 
strict veganism and denigrating the use of animal 
products and animals in medicine and research. 
This has all been under the guise of advocating for 
human health. His namesake clinic adheres to the 
animal extremist ideology, irresponsibly “treating” 
patients with veganism as blanket cure for all manner 
of diseases and conditions.

Less than 7% of PRCM Members are 
Actual Physicians
PCRM’s name itself, the Physicians Committee 
for Responsible Medicine, is very blatantly and 
intentionally misleading. Currently less than 7% of 
reported members are actual physicians. The true 
number of PCRM members that are genuine medical 
professionals is also highly questionable, since anyone, 
with or without credentials, can join. The watch-dog 
group Activist Facts’ website states: “PCRM has 
successfully duped the media and much of the general 
public into believing that its pronouncements about 
the superiority of vegetarian-only diets represent the 
opinion of the medical community.”

PRCM Opposes Lifesaving Use of 
Animals and Campaigns Against Respected 
Health Charities
In addition to promoting veganism, PCRM fanat-
ically opposes the lifesaving use of animals in the 
medical field, from research to the animal-derived 
products essential for numerous medical materials 
and medicines. The group has actively and ag-
gressively campaigned against numerous widely 
respected health charities that support and utilize 
animal research to help cure human diseases—
groups such as the American Heart Association, 
the American Cancer Society, St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital, the American Foundation for 
AIDS Research, the Christopher Reeve Paralysis 
Foundation, the American Red Cross, and the 
March of Dimes.

PRCM is Harshly Criticized by Physicians 
and the American Medical Association
PCRM has been harshly criticized by a number of 
doctors and medical groups. The American Medical 
Association (AMA), once referred to PCRM as 
a “fringe organization” that employs “unethical 

Reprinted with permission from Protect The Harvest

The COVID-19 pandemic has brought worldwide 
turmoil and a broad spectrum of problems, from 
the physical effects the virus itself can have, to the 
financial struggles of millions - unemployed by 
widespread shutdowns. Add to this the unscrupulous 
animal extremist groups that are attempting to 
further their agenda in the wake of this pandemic. 
Many American families struggle to keep food on 
their tables as they face unemployment and the reality 
of a greatly disrupted national food supply chain. 
One particular group, the Physicians Committee for 
Responsible Medicine (PCRM), is actively seeking 
to exacerbate food insecurity in the United States by 
petitioning lawmakers to close live animal markets 
as well as meat processing plants.

False Claims and More Petitions
On April 7, 2020, the group filed a legal petition 
for rulemaking with the U.S. Surgeon General to 
demand that all live animal markets in the United 
States be shut down immediately. Due to the role 
played by the Wuhan, China Huanan Seafood 
Wholesale Market in spreading the virus, PCRM 
makes the false claim that any type of animal market 
has the potential to spread COVID-19 from animals 
to humans.

In addition, the group is petitioning President 
Trump to rescind his order for United States meat 
processing plants to remain open. PCRM’s shameless 
maneuvering during a time when Americans are 
already suffering from loss of income and short-
ages of essential goods demonstrates the group’s 
incredible disconnect from reality, disregard for 
the true well-being of the population, and degree 
of extremist zealotry.

With numerous meat packing plants closed or greatly 
limited due to a shortage of workers caused by 
COVID-19, America is getting a painful glimpse of 
what even a partial shutdown of the meat industry 
means for the public—sparsely stocked meat cases 
at the grocery store.

Meanwhile, for some sectors of the animal agriculture 
industry, even a limited number of closed plants have 
forced the euphemistically phrased “depopulation” of 
surplus animals—thousands of healthy, finished meat 
animals wastefully destroyed for lack of somewhere to 
send them to be processed into meat and byproducts, 
and no other options to house them.

If PCRM had its way, this situation would overtake 
all of animal agriculture in the name of COVID-19, 
and result in the entirely wasteful deaths of literally 
millions of animals that would otherwise become 
part of the nation’s food and product supply chain. 
The effects of such a grim and needless scenario 
would spread far beyond the direct ruin of producers. 
The food industry would be far from the only one 
affected, since byproducts of meat production are 
essential components in countless everyday items 
used by virtually every person in the United States.

Livestock’s Vital Role in the Overall 
Food Cycle
PCRM willfully turns a blind eye to the vital role 
that livestock production plays in the overall food 
cycle. For example, livestock can graze and thrive in 
areas that cannot be used to grow crops. Livestock 
can also utilize byproducts of crop production and 
other food waste that are unconsumable for humans. 

extremist groups to help maintain the charade of 
being simply doctors advocating for human health.

PRCM Founder Has Served as PETA’s 
“Medical Advisor”
The deep ties between PCRM and PETA are 
not only ideological but have been financial and 
operational as well. Over the years, Barnard has 
shared professional (and allegedly, even personal) 
relationships with PETA’s leader, Ingrid Newkirk. 
Barnard has served as PETA’s “medical advisor” and 
has penned numerous articles as such. He also served 
on the board of the PETA Foundation, now known 
as the Foundation to Support Animal Protection.

Smoke, Mirrors and Money
Hundreds of thousands of dollars have been funneled 
to PCRM from PETA via the Foundation. It is a 
common tactic among animal extremist groups to 
branch out and share members and leadership. It 
serves as smoke and mirrors when resources are 
diverted or pooled among such groups, as well as 
to present a façade of credibility to the public when 
such groups quote one another.

It’s easy to see why PCRM has been referred to as 
“PETA’s lab-coated sibling.” In ad campaigns similar 
to those of PETA, PCRM has claimed that animal 
products are equivalent to drugs and that feeding 
children animal products is the same as child abuse, 
relying on shock value to catch attention and earn 
support from the uninformed. Examples of PCRM 
ads are an image of a corpse on a gurney holding 
a hamburger, and of the Wisconsin cheesehead on 
a grim reaper figure.

In a time when concerns about public health are at 
the forefront, it is reprehensible that PCRM is preying 
on society’s fears to further their barely-cloaked 
extremist agenda.

Further, to vie for the complete and total disruption 
of an already struggling food supply system and the 
unavoidable suffering that would follow is nothing 
short of sadism.

PRCM is petitioning lawmakers to close live animal markets as well as meat processing plants (Photo by Protect The Harvest)
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Press Release provided by Institute for Feed Education 
& Research

First-of-its-kind research finds that U.S. pet food 
manufacturers not only provide balanced, safe meals 
for America’s dogs and cats, but also stimulate the 
overall agricultural economy through the purchase of 
ingredients, labor and services from related industries. 
The Institute for Feed Education and Research 
(IFEEDER), North American Renderers Association 
(NARA) and Pet Food Institute (PFI) released a 
new, jointly funded report detailing the purchasing 
power of the $30 billion pet food industry and its 
economic implications for U.S. agriculture and rural 
communities. The report also includes an in-depth 
review of the diverse ingredients most commonly 
included in dog or cat food. The full report is available 
online at ifeeder.org.

“This is the first time our three organizations – 
IFEEDER, NARA and PFI – have partnered 
using our unique expertise to address a knowledge 
gap on behalf of our members,” said Constance 
Cullman, IFEEDER president. “We were able to 
develop a comprehensive study that illustrates just 
how remarkable our industry is at feeding America’s 
cats and dogs, stimulating the rural economy and 
meeting its commitments to sustainability.” 

The research finds that U.S. pet food manufacturers 
give back to the agricultural economy by using 8.65 
million tons of animal- and plant-based ingredients 
for dog and cat food to provide the complete nutrition 
that pets need, at a value of $6.9 billion. The data, 
compiled and presented by the economic research 
and analysis firm Decision Innovation Solutions 
(DIS), shows that pet food manufacturers use an 
estimated 3.8 million tons of animal-based products, 
such as rendered products or meat and poultry. Pet 
food manufacturers also use 4 million tons of farm 
and farm-product processor ingredients, such as 
grains, soy products and fruits and vegetables, and 
approximately 200,000 tons of seafood products. 
Many of these ingredients are left over from making 
food for people, such as parts of the animal that people 
do not eat, reducing food and environmental waste 
while still providing the nutrition pets need.

Pet food manufacturers produced approximately 
10 million tons of dog and cat food in the one-year 
period studied between June 2018 and June 2019. 
The top five ingredients used in pet food, based on 
volume, were whole grains, poultry, meat and bone 
meal, corn gluten meal and soybean meal. Among 
U.S. Department of Agriculture defined specialty 
crops – peas, beet pulp and sweet potatoes topped 
the list of leading ingredients. A review of pet food 

labels found more than 500 diverse ingredients used 
in pet food, indicating a variety of choices available 
for shoppers to meet their pets’ needs.

The research also showed that U.S. pet food manu-
facturers are buying many of their ingredients from 
America’s heartland, with the top five states being 
Missouri, Kansas, Pennsylvania, Iowa and Ohio. 
Ingredients purchases reached almost $1 billion in 
Missouri alone. The purchase of these products from 
farmers and farmer-product processors stimulates 
additional upstream economic activity to other related 
agricultural industries via the multiplier effect. The 
exchange of pet food ingredients leads to the purchase 
of an additional $5.3 billion of important materials 
and services for farmers and farm processors, such as 
crop inputs, machinery and labor. In addition, those 
suppliers buy an additional $4.1 billion in services, 
equipment and labor to meet related needs.

“Two-thirds of U.S. households have a pet at home, 
meaning that the pet food industry not only plays an 
important role in the lives of more than 100 million 
families, but also for our country’s agricultural 
community,” said Dana Brooks, president and CEO 
of PFI. “This data is an important step in helping 
to quantify the economic value this industry brings 
to our economy and all of U.S. agriculture. As pet 
lovers, we’ve known the value that pets bring to our 
lives, but can now further confirm the significance 
of the entire pet food industry.”

The rendered protein ingredients that pet food manu-
facturers use to make pet food are highly sustainable. 
Rendering reduces food waste by transforming 
otherwise unused portions of an animal to create 
safe and nutritious pet food ingredients. The rendering 
process also naturally returns billions of gallons of 
water into the environment as clean water and has 
a greenhouse gas reduction equivalent of removing 
millions of cars off the road, all sustainable practices 
that are reflected in the finished pet food product.

“With pet parents’ growing interest in the sustainability 
and carbon footprint of their pets’ food, we feel it is 
important to highlight that the rendered protein 
ingredients in their pets’ food is not only nutritious 
but is also helping to reduce food waste,” said Nancy 
Foster, president and CEO of NARA. “While about 
half of an animal isn’t eaten by people, that food 
provides proteins that our pets crave due to the high 
nutrient content. Rendering takes that material, 
which would have otherwise been wasted in landfills 
or going down the drain, and transforms it into the 
safe and nutritious pet food that dogs and cats need.”

A full version of the report prepared by DIS, as well 
as an interactive map detailing economic projections 
at a state level, are available online at ifeeder.org.

New Research Shows U.S. Pet Food 
Manufacturers Feed America’s Pets 
and Agricultural Economy, Reduce 
Food Waste
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KEVIN PALLA, AFM | Associate Director 
kevin.palla@paccra.com  661-333-1000 

LIC#01514403

Paccom Realty Advisors, Inc. 
5060 California Avenue • Suite 1000 

Bakersfield, CA 93309
www.paccra.com 

LIC #09191464

Land 
Bakersfield, CA 
Available For Sale 
±50 Acres

NEW LISTING!! 
1320 E Lerdo Hwy 
Shafter, CA 
Available For Sale 
±39.91 Acres

NEW LISTING!! 
SEC Masterson 
Street and 
Paladino Drive 
Bakersfield, CA 
Available For Sale 
±79.86 Acres

NEW LISTING!! 
Stockdale Hwy 
Grapes 
Buttonwillow, CA 
Available For Sale 
±184.48 Acres

NEW LISTING!! 
I-5 Cherries 
Bakersfield, CA 
Available For Sale 
±79.32 Acres

NE of North 
Chester & Petrol 
Road 
Bakersfield, CA 
Available For Sale 
±37.71 Acres

Maricopa 160 
Maricopa, CA 
Available For Sale 
± 160 Acres

NWC Taft Hwy & 
I-5 Fwy 
Bakersfield, CA 
Available For Sale 
±20 Acres

Round 
Mountain/Granite 
Road 
Bakersfield, CA 
±427 Acres

R-3 Multi-Family 
Land 
Height Street 
Bakersfield, CA 
Available For Sale 
± 2.78 Acres

RESEARCH CENTER & LAND 
S Chateau Fresno Ave & 
West California Ave 
Fresno, CA 
±159 Acres (3 Parcels)

Stockdale 
Pistachios/ 
Almonds 
Buttonwillow, CA 
Available For Sale 
±85.69 Acres

S Karen Road 
Coalinga, CA 
Available For Sale 
±40 Acres

Bitterwater 
Valley 
Road Cattle 
Ground 
Shafter, CA 
Available For Sale 
±160 Acres

 We Know Ag! 
   AVAILABLE PROPERTIES

SOLD UNDER
CONTRACT

Advertising in Valley Ag Voice
is affordable and easy!

Visit ValleyAgVoice.com/rates
or call Dave @ 661-204-8160.

Food Chain Works to Stabilize 
Itself Amid Pandemic

is just a flat-out guess. We hope it would be 80% 
of normal. If growers aren’t planted for that, they 
stand to have very high markets, but we also stand 
to not have products that customers are looking for, 
so it’s a two-edged sword.”

Times are especially tough for growers of specialty 
produce such as microgreens and heirloom carrots 
grown for high-end restaurants, he said, because 
many of those products don’t necessarily translate 
well at retail.

Before the pandemic hit, Kara Strauss, owner of 
Bloom Microgreens in Los Osos, which grows 
microgreens sold to Central Coast chefs, said she 
planned to exit the business, selling her company to 
an interested buyer with the deal set to close April 1.

“I was in the process of selling the company and due 
to the statewide shutdown, the sale was put on an 
indefinite hold; I’m not sure of the fate as we wait 
to see how the slow reopening goes,” Strauss said. 
“I know the restaurant market will change and be 
affected greatly by this for some time to come.”

The meat business has also been disrupted, with 
some packing plants closing or slowing operations 
after employees tested positive for COVID-19.

Ben Higgins, director of agricultural operations for 
Hearst Corp. in San Simeon, said beef producers that 
sell to restaurants or food service are not faring as 
well as those supplying grocery stores and retailers.

Heavily reliant on processors, packers, truckers 
and cold storage facilities to assist in bringing beef 
products to market, Higgins said the company has 
engaged in discussions with its packers regarding 
contingency plans. Hearst Corp. supplies grass-fed 
beef to Whole Foods Market for sales throughout 
Southern California, and Higgins said the ranch 
will start shipping next week in time for Memorial 
Day, the kickoff of the summer grilling season.

“Consumer demand at the retail level is extremely 
strong, so this has caused a certain amount of anxiety 
for us as we look to secure our position with the 
(California) packer that we work with in order to 
make sure that these finished animals are going to 
be able to make it to the retail beef case,” he said. 
“We’re cautiously optimistic that this shipping 
season will be relatively trouble-free.”

With a growing demand for home food delivery, 
Higgins said he expects the company’s subscrip-
tion-based meat supply service will be expanded.

Throughout the food supply chain, people are 
preparing for changes in consumer behavior, such 
as making fewer trips to the grocery store, more 
direct-to-consumer purchases and curbside pickup, 
and whether people feel comfortable dining in a 
restaurant.

By Christine Souza 
Assistant Editor, Ag Alert

Reprinted with permission 
from California Farm 
Bureau Federation

As some businesses are 
allowed to reopen under 
conditions intended to 

protect people from COVID-19, people in the 
food supply business say they’ve seen some market 
stabilization but expect continued volatile conditions 
in coming months.

San Luis Obispo County farmer Tom Ikeda, who 
grows leaf lettuces, cabbages and other vegetables for 
food service and retail, said the market for produce 
appears to be stabilizing—somewhat. Commodities 
doing well, he said, include the “more durable items, 
such as cabbages and kale; tender items like lettuces 
don’t seem to be doing that well.”

“It’s been very difficult because it’s an ever-changing 
environment,” Ikeda said. “Things have stabilized 
in the last few weeks. I wouldn’t say it is predictable, 
but it’s more predictable than it was.”

“It hasn’t been a good spring,” he said. “Lettuce 
markets are terrible, prices are terrible, movement 
is not good and a lot of it is because much of it goes 
to food service and demand went down significant-
ly—but on the retail side, demand didn’t go up.”

Constantly evaluating the market, Ikeda said he 
reduced plantings of certain varieties of lettuce, 
because sales of those tender commodities have 
been sluggish due mainly to the constriction of the 
food service sector.

Tim York, president of Salinas-based Markon 
Cooperative, which supplies fresh produce to food 
service, said he expects a slow recovery of the food 
supply system, but indications are that the market 
is starting to stabilize.

“We are beginning to see some light at the end of 
the tunnel,” York said. “Certainly, our numbers 
reflect that: We are well over 50% of normal (sales) 
volume this week, which we think is a great sign. 
We were in the 40s last week and the 30s the week 
before, so we definitely see a positive trend.”

Salinas growers of mainstream vegetable crops 
are planting the usual production for June, York 
said, but he expects to see adjusted plantings the 
remainder of the year.

“Growers were coming to us saying, ‘What do 
you think your needs are going to be come July, 
August, September?’ Well, we’re all shooting in the 
dark; nobody knows,” York said. “We were telling 
growers we think 55 to 60% of normal, but that 

Markets for “more durable” produce items such as cabbage 
and kale have improved (Photo by ranmaru / Shutterstock.com)

“If they weren’t trying to take out before, they may 
be trying takeout or delivery now,” York said.

Sacramento chef Oliver Ridgeway of Camden Spit & 
Larder, which specializes in California ingredients, 
said for now, the business model has changed at 
his restaurant, doing curbside pickup and more 
family-style meals. He is also making meals for 
low-income people through a city-funded program.

“A lot of us are forward planning what that reopening 
could be: spaced seating or a minimum capacity,” 
Ridgeway said.

With a large patio area, he said he feels the outdoor 
space could compensate for reduced seating inside 
the restaurant.

“There’s so many unique local farms here that still 
want our business, and I think we will get through 
this hump and hopefully put on our plate what we’ve 
always put on, which is great, seasonal, fresh, locally 
grown vegetables,” Ridgeway said. “Chefs are very 
good at adapting and this has definitely been a big 
learning curve. But if anything, I’m assuming we’re 
just not going to go back to full throttle.”

Sales of lettuce and other items, however, continue to suffer 
(Photo by ranmaru / Shutterstock.com)
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October of 1982 ushered in the beginning of a new 
water year on Kern River. The rains moved in 
early, with lofty precipitation amounts at Isabella 
Dam registering 217% and 266% of normal for 
October and November 1982, respectively, and as 
if that wasn’t remarkable enough, December 1982 
followed with a blockbuster rainfall tally of 186% 
of normal. Back at the City of Bakersfield Water 
office, there was no word of an oceanic phenomenon 
underway that would cause a warm pool of water to 
drift easterly along the equatorial Pacific, bringing 
with it significant changes to the global weather 
pattern. No one spoke of the immediate future 
in terms of sea surface temperatures and their 
connection with flooding rains. Little did we know 
the storm track would target the Kern River Basin 
for much of the winter period, leading to record 
precipitation, snowpack, runoff, and storage. The 
term, “El Niño”, and its potential impact on Kern 
County water supply, had yet to be proclaimed.

Mother Nature had in mind the perfect recipe for a 
wet water year on the Kern, and wasted little time 
announcing it. Right out of the gate we were treated 
to six consecutive months (October 1982 - March 
1983) of much above normal precipitation, a weather 
anomaly not witnessed since long before Isabella 
Dam was constructed. The winter of 1982-83 was 
atypical in that wet episodes were rarely followed 
by extended periods of dryness. The storms 
came through every 3 to 5 days, like clockwork. 
Precipitation as recorded at Isabella Dam during the 
October 1982 – March 1983 period ranged from a 
low of 182% of normal (4.31”) during January 1983 to 
a high of 377% of normal (5.96”) in March of 1983.

By late May, warming temperatures in the southern 
Sierra brought the Kern River tumbling down, 
resulting in record high flows between May 23, 
1983 and May 31, 1983. Peak Kern River natural 
flow occurred on May 29, 1983 at 14,038 cfs, the 
highest snowmelt flow ever recorded. Record setting 
Kern River runoff continued into June of 1983, 
establishing record high flows over the period of 
June 9 – June 20. Meanwhile, outflow from Isabella 
Dam was pushed to record heights, culminating on 
June 29, 1983 with 7,237 cfs, the greatest outflow in 
the history of the Isabella Dam project.

Isabella Reservoir storage began to exceed the 
lake capacity of 568,075 acre-feet as of June 13, 
1983. On this date, water began pouring over the 
Isabella Dam Spillway for only the third time in dam 
history (1969, 1980). Water continued to flow over 
the spillway through July 20, 1983. Peak spillway 
discharge amounted to 5,721 cfs and occurred 
on July 6, 1983, the same date Isabella Reservoir 
reached its highest level in history with 630,825 
acre-feet of storage.

By Steve Lafond 
Special to 
Valley Ag Voice

I’m sure by now, many 
readers have noticed 
water is flowing again in 
the Kern River through 
the heart of Bakersfield. 

The sight of a “wet” river through town is not only 
visually pleasing and comforting, but the recharge 
that occurs is helping to fill our underground aquifer. 
It is simply amazing the work water men do, even 
in the midst of a much below normal water year 
on the Kern.

At Isabella Lake, the surface elevation of the reservoir 
is rising steadily, as Kern River inflow is nearing 
it’s peak discharge rate for the season. There are 
expectations the lake will fill to nearly 250,000 
acre-feet later this spring, approaching 45% of the 
reservoir capacity.

The final State of California official water supply 
report for this year was issued on May 7, 2020 
and calls for an April-July runoff on Kern River 
of 240,000 acre-feet, 52% of normal. Water year 
runoff for the period of October 1, 2019 through 
September 30, 2020, is projected to reach 425,000 
acre-feet, or 58% of its long-term average yield. With 
the temperatures quickly rising on the San Joaquin 
Valley floor, outflow from Isabella Dam has surged, 
currently flowing at the rate of approximately 1,000 
cubic-feet-per-second (“cfs”). Based on current water 
supply data, the Kern River, below Isabella Dam, 
may reach as high as 1,500 cfs later this summer.

Water Year Memories
Kern River 1983 Snow Melt Runoff Tops 
330% of Normal
Once upon a time, in a watershed not far away, 
it rained and it snowed, much like it would have 
during the last ice age, some 40,000 years ago. 
Through months of wet, saturating storms, the 
mountain snowpack became so deep that aerial 
snow markers disappeared, completely buried by 
the winter’s onslaught. Manual snow surveys were 
delayed due to threat of avalanche, and creeks topped 
their banks. Even the hot summer sun could not 
completely melt the bountiful snowpack that year. 
This was the Kern River Basin during the winter 
of 1982-1983 and record snowmelt that followed, 
immortalizing the legend of Kern River for all time.

The Heat is On! 
Kern River Basin Snow Melt 
Underway
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Drought, Water Shortages Return to Much of State
By Kevin Hecteman 
Assistant Editor, Ag Alert

Reprinted with permission from the California Farm 
Bureau Federation 

The return of drought to California has been 
widespread—58% of the state now experiences 
some level of dryness, according to the U.S. 
Drought Monitor—with extreme drought 
concentrated in 4% of the state, primarily in 
the northwestern region of Siskiyou, Trinity and 
Humboldt counties.

That’s the region where Jim Morris raises livestock 
and field crops.

“Most of the hills, lower-elevation hills, the grass 
is all gone—never really grew this year,” said 
Morris, who farms near Etna in Siskiyou County.

There was some snow, he said, but it has largely 
melted.

“Mount Shasta is going to probably be just dirt 
here in a little while,” Morris said.

To the south, customers of federal and state water 
projects face reduced water supplies, and one class 
of water-rights holders may see curtailments as 
summer approaches.

At a meeting last week, the State Water Resources 
Control Board warned that water-rights holders 
with Term 91 clauses could see supplies reduced.

Term 91 applies to water-rights permits issued 
after 1965 and are junior to the federal Central 
Valley Project and the State Water Project, said 
Chris Scheuring, a California Farm Bureau 
Federation water lawyer. As most agricultural 
water rights are senior to this, they’re unlikely 
to be affected, he noted.

“I guess it’s a little bit of a reminder that this is 
one of those dry years, but I don’t think that the 
state board intends to go any deeper on the list 
in terms of water rights,” Scheuring said.

The number of water-permit holders subject to 
Term 91 is small—about 140, according to Diane 
Riddle, assistant deputy director of water rights 

with the state water board. The term kicks in when 
the CVP and SWP need to release stored water 
to meet salinity standards in the Sacramento-San 
Joaquin Delta.

“It’s essentially a term that protects the water rights 
for the State Water Project and the Central Valley 
Project when there are limited supplies and there 
are supplementing needs for salinity control and 
outflow requirements of the delta with previously 
stored water releases,” Riddle said.

Some of the more recent permits including Term 
91 are for rice straw decomposition, she said.

“It’s possible that they wouldn’t be able to do 
rice-straw decomposition in certain fields, and 
they’d have to disk or something else,” Riddle said.

In most years, fall flooding for rice straw decom-
position also provides large amounts of food and 
habitat for migrating waterfowl.

The water board may send Term 91 curtailment 
notices within the next couple of weeks, she said, 
noting such decisions aren’t made lightly.

“We don’t generally trigger Term 91 unless there’s 
going to be a prolonged period in which water 
is unavailable,” Riddle said, adding that it’s too 
soon to know whether other curtailments will 
be needed.

Much of the water that will be available remains 
in the system thanks to the rains of 2019, which 
left their legacy in the reservoirs serving the state 
and federal projects.

Lake Oroville behind Oroville Dam, the main 
State Water Project supply, stood at 84% of 
average as of Monday, while Shasta Lake, the 
largest Central Valley Project reservoir, held 
92% of average.

There won’t be much snow left to run into the 
reservoirs this spring, and water released for 
salmon redds below Shasta Dam won’t be as 
cold, leading to additional water-management 
challenges. The Sierra Nevada snowpack held 
25% of its historical average water content as 
of May 7, according to the state Department of 
Water Resources.

Allocations to water contractors have reflected 
the relative lack of precipitation.

CVP settlement and exchange contractors will 
see a 75% allocation; agricultural contractors will 
have access to 15% supplies south of the delta and 
50% north of there; Friant Division contractors 
will receive 55% of Class 1 water. The State 
Water Project allocation for 2020 stands at 15%.

Scheuring said that, with reservoirs about to 
help California through this year, more storage 
is needed—an opinion expressed at the ballot 
box in 2014, when California voters approved 
Proposition 1, containing more than $7 billion 
in bonds to build water infrastructure.

“We know that storage is how we get through the 
dry years in California,” Scheuring said. “That’s 
the way we have to operate: We have reservoirs 
to capture the water when it comes infrequent-
ly—infrequently, but in huge volumes. Capturing 
that water is how we settled the landscape of the 
American West.”

In Siskiyou County, Morris said low volumes of 
rain and snow this winter mean people will have 
to rely on groundwater.

“The biggest concern right now is for trying to find 
some way to graze livestock,” he said. “Irrigated 
pasture this year is going to be at a premium, and 
it’s off to a rough start. Irrigated pasture likes to 
see some rain over the winter anyway, and we 
didn’t see that.”

Prospects in the hills don’t look much better.

“It’s going to be a tough feed year, I think,” Morris 
said, noting that forage crops could be in high 
demand.

“We have the good fortune in the Scott Valley 
of having an abundance of water,” Morris said. 
“It just leaves the valley very quickly. If we can 
keep the water behind later into the year, there 
will be enough water for agriculture and fish.”

That means groundwater recharge, surface storage 
or subsurface storage, he added.

“Water has to slow down in the Scott,” Morris 
said. “That’s the big thing here. I’m of the opinion, 
and the hydrologists say, there’s water enough. 
It’s a timing issue.”

A low Sierra Nevada snowpack will mean less water available for California farmers this year, and will affect operation of federal and 
state water projects that capture snowmelt runoff (Photo by California Department of Water Resources)

Since we have merged the Kern 
County Farm Bureau’s mailing 
list into ours, please contact 
us at info@ValleyAgVoice.com 
if you are receiving more copies 
than you need, so we can help 
reduce waste. Thank you for 
supporting the Valley Ag Voice!
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Assemblymember Rudy Salas was born and raised in California’s Central Valley and was elected in 2012 to the California State Assembly. 
Since his election, Salas has successfully fought for families in the Central Valley. (Photo by Rudy Salas for Assembly 2020)

stronger and more equitable.”

AB 3205 was introduced in partnership with 
California Forward and is supported by dozens 
of economic development groups and local gov-
ernments that will utilize these new incentives and 
resources to create a regional strategy that brings 
new business and good paying jobs to the parts of 
the state like the Central Valley.

“In order to create a California that works for 
everyone and addresses the economic and demo-
graphic disparities that have been aggravated by 
COVID-19 we need an economic renewal, and AB 
3205 provides the essential framework to support 
our regions in that effort,” said Micah Weinberg, 
CEO of California Forward. “We’re grateful for 
Assemblymember Rudy Salas’ leadership, a broad 
coalition of organizations who lent their support, 
and to the members of the Committee on Jobs, 
Economic Development, and the Economy for 
moving this important legislation forward.”

AB 3205 now moves on to the Assembly 
Appropriations Committee.

Assemblymember Salas represents part of the City of 
Bakersfield, the cities of Arvin, Hanford, Corcoran, Delano, 
Lemoore, McFarland, Shafter, Wasco, and the communities 
of Armona, Avenal, Buttonwillow, Home Garden, Kettleman 
City, Lamont, Lost Hills, Stratford and Weedpatch.

Salas Advances Bill to Bring Economic Stability 
and Investment to the Valley

Press Release provided by Rudy Salas for Assembly 2020

Early in May, Assembly Bill 3205 (AB 3205), 
authored by Assemblymember Rudy Salas 
(DBakersfield), passed unanimously out of 
the Assembly Committee on Jobs, Economic 
Development, and the Economy Committee. This 
bill establishes the Regions Rise Grant Program 
within the Governor’s Office of Business and 
Economic Development (GO-Biz) that will enable 
regions to collaborate and create inclusive regional 
strategies for economic prosperity.

“The people living in the Central Valley and 
Inland Empire deserve the same opportunities 
that are available in other areas of the state,” said 
Assemblymember Salas. “I look forward to working 
with economic development groups to revitalize 
and reimage our local economies through the 
Regions Rise Grant Program. Through increased 
collaboration, we can make our state’s economy 

AB 3205 Creates a Statewide 
Grant Program that Allows 
Regions to Cooperate and 
Thrive Together

Do you want to 
share this (or any 
other) Valley Ag 
Voice article? All of 
our stories are 
online! Visit us at 
ValleyAgVoice.com.

Kern County Fair is Facing a Cash Crunch—Is COVID-19 
the Cause?
Continued from page 1
the permanent staff are state employees covered 
by collective bargaining agreements. Espericueta 
pointed out that in unique times this makes reducing 
staff a lengthy process.

The April financials also revealed that fair annual 
losses are nearly $600,000, with approximately 
$276,000 coming in April alone. Leaving the Fair 
with just over $300,000 in cash on hand to fund 
the future operations, with the likelihood of hosting 
zero events before the Great Kern County Fair in 
September. 

So, will there be a fair this year?

While the board has not made a final determination, 
it is clear the event as we know it will not happen. The 
interim plans are to host a fair with less attractions 
but still have performers enabling social distancing 
for attendees. Questions about the future of the 
livestock auction have not been resolved either. 
This will impact many FFA and 4-H participants 

that look forward to the experiences they gain at 
the fair annually.

Many critical decisions will be made in the coming 
months with dark financial clouds forming. Debt for 
the fair has changed dramatically over the last few 
fiscal years. Debt in 2017 and 2018 was minimal 
at approximately $200,000. Yet, in 2019 the debt 
more than doubled and was above $400,000. This 
increase in debt was due to the a bill that passed the 
state’s legislature. The bill requires the fair to show 
state pension costs on their balance sheet. 

According to April’s financials the fair has unpaid 
bills of more than $118,000. The organization’s 
accounts payable is nearly one third of the operating 
cash on hand. Espericueta reassured those watching 
the fair board meeting that there is enough cash 
to last to June: “We will make it to our next board 
meeting intact.”

Additionally, the board considered other items on 
the agenda. Most notably, a five-year contract with 
Speeda Sound Inc was approved for $754,000. 

Considering the current state of finances, one member 
of the board questioned the CEO, Mike Olcott, if 

this was necessary to approve today. Olcott’s quick 
response was “yes.” The agreement was approved.

Welcome to The Great Kern County Fair, at the Kern County Fairgrounds
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Farm, Ranch and Transitional Use Properties

When it is time to sell your farm there is only 1 decision!
Pearson Realty a Tradition in Trust Since 1919

ROBB M. STEWART, AFM |661.303.2930
4900 California Ave 210B, Bakersfi eld, CA 93309
 rstewart@pearsonrealty.com
www.pearsonrealty.com
661.334.2796 direct 
661.215-5417 fax
CalDRE Lic. #01158293

CalBRE Lic.#000020875

COLD OR DRY STORAGE PRICED REDUCED $550,000
1.83± acres, 37,090± square feet storage, Earlimart.

TABLE GRAPES   $31,000±/AC
37.91± ac, 60.14± ac, 72.84±ac and 101.81±ac, DEID 
water, Delano Area

TABLE GRAPES   $22,000±/AC
40± acres, Pixley ID & well water, grade 1 soils, Pixley Area

TABLE GRAPES   $11,513±/AC
94.90± acres, 47.57± acres are fee owned, 47.33+- acres 
lease hold, Ducor Area

FARMLAND  $7,504±/AC
135±ac, early land, good soils, 1 well, Arvin-Edison Area

LAND OPPORTUNITY  $16,635±/AC
150.29± acres, close to PGE sub-station, natural gas 
main line, high transmission power lines traverse the site. 
Buttonwillow, CA

ALMONDS & FARMLAND $22,589±/AC
154.63+-ac, planted to 80+-ac Independence almonds & 
75.63+-ac open, Arvin-Edison WSD in-lieu & well, Arvin Area

DRYLAND  PRICED REDUCED $2,250±/AC
160 acres, mostly grade 1 soils, Near Valley Acres

ALMONDS & PISTACHIOS $28,503±/AC
205.21± ac, Semi-Tropic WSD & well water, good soils, 
strong yields, Shafter Area.

VINEYARD  $13,750±/AC
238.98±ac, Productive soils, Earlimart Area

ALMONDS  $19,500±/AC
631.12±ac, wells and Semi-Tropic WSD non contract service, 
Productive soils, Wasco Area

ALMONDS  $19,500±/AC
959.5±ac, wells and Semi-Tropic WSD non contract service, 
mostly grade 1 soils, Wasco Area

PISTACHIOS & FARMLAND  $16,660±/AC
3,094.93± acres, planted to 420.8± acres Pistachios, with 
balance being row & fi eld crops, district & well water, Corcoran

If You Search for God, He 
Will Find You! God is also in praise and gratitude. He inhabits 

the praises of His people. Join in the singing of 
the hymns at church or sing along with the radio 
or YouTube, etc. as though you are really there. 

God is in silence. Sometimes you have to get quiet 
and be by yourself to hear Him. The story of 
Elijah reminds us that God often waits for us to 
be prepared to hear Him. Elijah was waiting for 
God to talk to him when a strong wind, a powerful 
earthquake, and a fire all materialized before him, 
but God was not in any of these. When all finally 
calmed down, God spoke to Elijah in a whisper, 
according to 1 Kings 19.

Where You will NOT Find God:
I can tell the places where you will not find God. 
He will not be in productivity and acting pious. 
This may please our ego, but it does not please 
God. Religious works generally cause us to burn 
out and become disillusioned.

God is not found in fretting and brooding, especially 
about past events or relationships. God is interested 
in the future, especially your future, so make sure 
you are seeking in His direction. 

God is not found in distractions. Distracting 
ourselves is easy to do, especially with smart phones, 
but at the end of the day, distractions will never 
give us the peace we are pursuing.

Conclusion:
Take time to seek God in a deliberate manner. If 

you are always rushing 
through life, you are 
going to miss God. I 
guarantee it! Put aside 
the distractions: put 
down the phone, turn 
off the TV, and leave 
the agenda on the desk. 
Decide to be with God! 
Make time for silence 
and solitude. Use these 
still times, such as baths 
or showers, commutes 
in our cars, walks or 
treadmill time to draw 
closer to God. Open up 
and look for God. Open 
that Bible and open your 
heart. Ask God to show 
you something in a new 
way. If you search for 
God with your whole 
heart, He will find you. 
That’s a promise!

By Sandy Mittelsteadt 
Contributor, Valley Ag Voice

Where You Can Find God:
“I love them that love me; and those that seek me 
early shall find me.” Proverbs 8: 17

God knows exactly where you are when you are 
searching for Him. Even when you can’t see or 
hear Him, He can still see you. God knows exactly 
where you are, and He is never far away because 
there is no place out of the reach of God’s watchful 
eye. Psalm 139:7 states: “Where can I go from Your 
Spirit? Where can I flee from Your presence?”

One place where you can find God is in prayer. 
Prayer is merely talking to Him from your heart. 
Ask him to help you locate Him, and as you search, 
you can tell God your thoughts, doubts, and fears.

Another place where you can find God is in nature. 
The Bible declares that nature itself sings the praises 
and the glory of God. Spend some time in His 
creation, just observing the trees, flowers, and stars. 

Thirdly, God is in His word. The Bible tells us 
that His word is alive with power and is active. It 
can achieve what God wants. What better place 
to seek God than in the Word that He inspired 
and provided to us?

A wooden cross posted in a wheat crop, beside a cornfield, in the countryside 
(Photo by terazitu / Shutterstock.com)
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1 CALIFORNIA’S LARGEST#

VOLUME DEALER

3101 PACHECO ROAD • (661) 836-6723 • www.MotorCityGMC.com

NEW TRUCKS! USED TRUCKS!

  All ad prices exclude government taxes, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing charge. Offer expires 06/30/2020

COMMERCIAL TRUCKS HEAVY DUTY VEHICLES

MSRP:
MC Discount:
Fleet Discount:
Business Choice:
ABC:
*Needs GMC Fleet Account.
***Must be current ABC Member.

$46,029
-$    1000
-$   1,900
-$      750
-$   1,000

2020 GMC SIERRA 2500HD - 8’ Royal Utility Bed
• 8’ Royal Utility Bed
• V8 6.6L Gas
• Cruise Control
• Regular Cab

AS LOW AS:

$41,379 1 at this net price ID#C20021

Save up to $4,650!
from MSRP

2018 CHEVROLET EXPRESS 3500 - LT
• Chrome Appearance Pkg
• 15-Passenger Seating
• Backup Camera
• Bluetooth
• V8, 6.0L
• RWD

SALES PRICE:

$21,490 Prior Rental
1 at this net price ID#PM550989

MSRP:
MC Discount:
Fleet Discount:
Business Choice:
ABC:
*Needs GMC Fleet Account.
***Must be current ABC Member.

$33,220
-$      750
-$   2,700
-$      400
-$   1,000

2020 GMC SIERRA 1500 - Reg Cab
• Sierra Value Pkg
• Power Windows
• Trailering Pkg
• V6, 4.3L

AS LOW AS:

$28,370 1 at this net price ID#G20557

Save up to $4,850!
from MSRP

2019 RAM 1500 CLASSIC - Big Horn
• Big Horn Regional Pkg
• V8, 5.7L 
• Diesel Engine
• 8-Spd, Auto
• 4WD

SALES PRICE:

$30,290 1 at this net price ID#PM553518

MSRP:
MC Discount:
Fleet Discount:
Business Choice:
ABC:
*Needs GMC Fleet Account.
***Must be current ABC Member.

$35,885
-$  2,000
-$  4,200
-$     500
-$   1,000

2020 GMC SAVANA 2500 - Cargo Van
• Driver Convenience Pkg
• Sliding Side Door
• V8, 6.0L
• 6-Spd, Auto
• Keyless Entry

AS LOW AS:

$28,285 1 at this net price ID#C20003

Save up to $7,700!
from MSRP

2020 GMC CANYON - 2WD SLE
• 4 DOOR Crew Cab
• V6, 2.5L
• RWD
• 8 Spd, Auto
• Keyless Entry

SALES PRICE:

$34,990 1 at this net price ID#RM553301

MSRP:
MC Discount:
Fleet Discount:
Business Choice:
ABC:
*Needs GMC Fleet Account.
***Must be current ABC Member.

$45,289
-$    2,000
-$   4,500
-$      750
-$   1,000

2019 GMC SIERRA 2500 - 9’ Flatbed
• 9’ Harbor Flatbed
• Convenience Pkg
• V8, 6.0L
• Gas Engine
• 4-DOOR

AS LOW AS:

$37,039 1 at this net price ID#C19213

Save up to $8,260!
from MSRP

2019 GMC SIERRA 3500HD - 2D Standard Cab
• V8, 6.0L
• RWD
• 6-Spd, Auto
• Brake Assist
• Dual Rear Wheels

SALES PRICE:

$38,790 1 at this net price ID#PC554480

PM


