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COVID-19 and Kern County 
Property Taxes

Continued on page 5

my responsibility to balance the interests of Kern 
County residents, businesses and communities 
with the financial viability of our local agencies, 
schools and essential services. During times of 
crisis or disaster, this need for balance is most 
critical.

It is unfortunate for everyone that the April 
10 property tax deadline came during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, however, neither the 

By Jordan Kaufman 
Kern County 
Treasurer- 
Tax Collector

First and foremost, I 
would like to say that I 
understand and share 

the public’s anxiety and concern about the 
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic crisis. As 
the Kern County Treasurer-Tax Collector, it is 

Citrus Experiencing Mixed Results in Demand During 
COVID-19 Crisis
By Valley Ag Voice Staff

Our worlds were turned upside down in March 
when we were faced with the overarching reality 
of COVID-19. This instituted a reaction that 
demanded most of us to shelter in our homes as 
Governor Newsom issued a stay-at-home order. Yet, 
amid many consumers clearing out stores, citrus 
is seeing mixed results with consumers buying 
mainly for consumption at home. 

“The demand for citrus, and navels in particu-
lar, really took off the second week of March,” 

commented John Clerou who works in sales 
at Johnston Farms in Edison California. “The 
navel season had been flat up until that point. 
COVID-19 had actually slowed down some of 
our business with exports and domestic sales. 
When it became apparent COVID-19 was going 
to change day-to-day lives, it really upended the 
market,” added Clerou.

Others also saw the quick spike in demand. Brian 
Grant, the Operations Manager at Nickel Family 
LLC, described their experience: “Around mid-
March we did see an effort by our packing houses 
to come quickly harvest the remaining navels and 
mandarins we had remaining on the trees. All Continued on page 3

remaining trees were harvested in a couple of days.”

“People have always known citrus is an excellent 
source of Vitamin C, and navels along with other 
staple items saw increased demand. For Johnston 
Farms, we finished our navel season about 2 weeks 
earlier due to the increased demand,” added Clerou.

Casey Creamer, president of California Citrus 
Mutual, the advocacy organization for the citrus 
industry in the state, pointed out that while demand 
was up for certain varieties, other citrus varieties 
have seen sales fall off. “Navels and mandarins have 
continued to move, ahead of schedule compared 
to where they would be at this time in the season.” 

Johnston Farms’ navels

Kern County Agriculture Steps Up Big to Feed Those in Need
By Valley Ag Voice Staff

Many local growers and distributors are part of 
a giant effort to help keep the shelves of local and 
statewide food banks stocked. The California 
Association of Food Banks has a Farm to Family 
program where they work directly with California 
Agricultural leaders to keep food flowing to 41 
food banks across California.

With the outbreak of COVID-19 and the increased 
unemployment in the State of California, the lines 
of folks at food banks has been growing every 
day. “Food banks are reporting double or triple 
increases in recipients visiting sites,” stated Lauren 
Lathan Reid with the California Association of 
Food Banks (CAFB). Lauren also pointed out 
that new enrollments in the Cal Fresh program 
have skyrocketed. 

This is where local agriculture companies have 
stepped in to help. Grimmway Farms is one of 
the local companies participating. Jeff Huckaby, 
president of Grimmway Farms, stated: “Grimmway 
is uniquely positioned to provide produce to families 
and frontline workers during this challenging time 

and we’re working with the California Association 
of Food Banks’ Farm to Family program to ensure 
fresh food is available to those in need.”

Kirschenman Enterprises also is a key participant in 
the program. Wade Kirschenman is an enthusiastic 
supporter: “We think it’s a good idea to give back Continued on page 3

to the local community and the food banks that 
support the community. We have been farming 
since the ‘30s and we like to help out where we can.”

The following Kern County companies are 
participating in the Farm to Family program:

Billingsley Produce Sales, Inc.
CA Potato Sales, Inc.
Grimmway Farms
Kirschenman Enterprises, Inc.
M. Caratan, Inc. dba Columbine Vineyards
Mazzei-Franconi Co., LLC
TD Produce Sales
Vanguard Direct, LLC
Varsity Produce Sales, Inc.
Western Veg Produce
Wonderful Citrus Cooperative

Volunteers processing food for distribution. (Photo by California Association of Food Banks)
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President’s Message
technical glory and letting down a generation of 
competent techies. Instead, what I have found is 
that we are good at connecting on a deeper level 
when it counts. My younger sister, who is in fash-
ion merchandising at Walmart e-Commerce in 
San Francisco (not an oxymoron), has been stuck 
in town since the social distancing rules have been 
enforced. This has allowed our immediate family 
to spend time together on a level we haven’t had 
in years. Whether it was a small birthday party 
that turned in to a karaoke session or a trip to the 
home bar, this moment in history has allowed us 
to refocus on the important things in life. 

I do not like the term “millennial” as I have heard 
it used so often in the past few years. I would 
venture to say that most people in the millenni-
al generation do not like the term “millennial” at 
all. I imagine it compares to how baby boomers 
feel about the phrase “okay, boomer.” The enti-
tled, lazy, disloyal “millennial” who is so different 
from our parents or grandparents is unfamiliar 
to me. The lines of generational divide have been 
blurred in the last few months due to an innate de-
sire to keep each other safe. The younger genera-
tions want to keep our older generations safe, and 
we will go to great, borderline obnoxious, lengths 
to do so. Collectively, we have made sacrifices for 
the greater good of our fellow man and for those 
who are most at risk. There is nothing “millenni-
al” about that.

I’ll admit it. Millennials are getting bad at being 
“millennials.” And boomers are bad at being 
“boomers.” Instead, I think we are getting better 
at living with and supporting one another. And 
that is a great thing.
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Farm Bureau’s Young Farmers & Ranchers
my office at work with gloves and a face mask on 
while some of my co-workers are working remotely 
from home. Our packing facility is pumping out 
more finished product out the door than we ever 
have with 3 weeks of record high production; hand 
washing is at an all-time high, and we must eat 
lunch 6 or more feet apart. Being in this industry 
makes me very thankful to be considered essential. 

As I have mentioned before I am blessed to be a part 
of multiple sectors of the agriculture industry. I work 
for a company that grows and packs potatoes, my 
husband and I own cattle, my husband’s family has 
a livestock sale yard, and I have many friends who 
work in the dairy, meat, row crop, and permanent 
crop sectors. It has been both interesting and heart 
breaking to see what is happening in these sectors 
during this pandemic. On one side, my day job 
company is doing great with still being open and 
packing and shipping potatoes, but on the other 
side, the cattle industry has been suffering for the 
ranchers. Prices at the auctions dropped, and 
ranchers are holding out on selling their calf crop 
in hopes that the one paycheck a year they collect 
from their commodity will be enough to survive. 

Now, I know agriculture isn’t the only industry in 
hard times. Oil is suffering, every small business 
that’s not essential is suffering, and I’m sure there 
are many more. We must remember to support 

By Lindsey Mebane 
President, 
Kern County Young 
Farmers & Ranchers

Never did I imagine that 
the beginning of 2020 
would look like this. As I 
write this, I am sitting in 

each other during these times and continue to 
follow CDC guidelines so we can hopefully get 
through this. 

I get a pit in my stomach when I think about the 
youth with livestock. I remember how much time 
and money I spent as a child raising cattle, hogs, 
and dairy heifers and how much it meant to be 
to be able to go to the county fair and compete. It 
takes months of preparation for the fairs, and now 
some kids will not get to see that through. With 
county fairs being shut down, some kids have no 
outlet for their animals or no other fair to take 
them to. I have seen some fairs flat out cancel the 
fair and others are trying their best to make it so 
the kids can still show (virtually) and moving to 
online auctions. The Kern YF&R does still plan on 
releasing the application for the Ag. Grant program. 
So, if you have a 4-H or FFA member that shows 
at the Kern County Fair, be on the lookout from 
your leader or advisor for the application. The goal 
is to award members with money to help offset the 
cost of their projects, and I feel that this year these 
kids need this now more than ever. 

As for the Kern YF&R group, everything is 
currently at a standstill. There really isn’t much 
to update as we have not had any general meetings, 
and our officer meetings have been electronic 
conference calls. We are still trying to show support 

in the community. The Kern YF&R just recently 
donated to the FARMS program as a part of the 
Give Big Kern event. To stay up to date on our 
group please follow our Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/KernYoungFarmersAndRanchers 
and follow us on Instagram @kern_yfr. If you 
aren’t already on the e-mail list please e-mail us 
at kernyfr@kerncfb.com.

I will close with this: I follow an account on 
Instagram of a woman named Courtenay DeHoff. 
She is a cowgirl-turned-television-personality and 
has her own podcast called Cowgirl Problems. 
She had a post the other day that really spoke to 
me. She wrote: “I hope we don’t forget the joy of 
sitting down around a kitchen table with friends 
and family. I hope we don’t forget what it was like 
to prepare a homemade meal and enjoy it with 
those that matter most. I hope we don’t forget the 
joys of bumping into a neighbor on the street and 
the warmth of a hug.” I know that times are tough, 
weird, frustrating, interesting, etc., but remember 
that we will all get through this and be stronger. 
We are all doing the best we can, the best way we 
know how, and I truly believe that there is a light 
at the end of the tunnel. I really hope you enjoy 
reading these articles as much as I enjoy writing 
them. Have a great month and stay safe!

Administrator’s Note
The Ag industry has had many safety measures 
implemented long before COVID-19 came into the 
picture, allowing us to keep production flowing and 
food on the shelves despite the Shelter-in-Place. While 
local companies are providing food for our tables, 
they have found time to give.

Tasteful Selections, Grimmway, and others have 
assisted in donating to local hospitals to thank our 
front-line medical heroes and keep them nourished 
during this difficult time.

Looking beyond COVID-19 is challenging as we face 
social distancing and learn to video conference for 
meetings. We’ve had to postpone events, including 
our annual Farm Bureau golf tournament.

Despite the challenges, I look forward to celebrating 
our farmers and ranchers. I look forward to celebrating 
them in person. I post on social media about how 
important they are or write articles like this to share 
my passion for agriculture, but I really look forward to 
the time when we can all sit around the table and say,

“Remember when…?”

By Colleen Taber 
Administrator, 
Kern County 
Farm Bureau

Accepting a job during a 
pandemic isn’t anything 
that any of us planned for, 
however, helping to share 

information and advocate for our members is exactly 
where I needed to be. In my first month, Kern County 
Farm Bureau has advocated for our agricultural front 
lines in many ways.

Because we are one of the top agriculture producing 
counties in the nation, our country’s food supply is 
reliant upon what we provide here in Kern County. 
We must be involved in conversations where we can 
ask essential questions. The answers to these questions 
move issues, allowing our ag community to push 
forward with the correct information while keeping 
safety a priority.

Farm worker using digital tablet while working with cows at modern dairy factory (Photo by Pressmaster / Shutterstock.com)

By John Moore 
President, 
Kern County 
Farm Bureau

I’ll admit it. I am bad 
at being a “millennial.” 
I was born in the year 
of peak “millennial,” 

1989, and in 31 years I have been building a re-
sume to be a terrible representative of my gener-
ation. All it took to realize this unfortunate truth 
was a global pandemic. 

I am proving myself to be technically incompetent. 
We are fortunate in the real estate office to have 
an IT person who is a magician, but at the farm 
I serve as our IT man, gopher, etc. This means I 
solve critical issues like resetting the Wi-Fi and fig-
uring out dad’s latest iPad issue. Despite my tech-
nical experience, I have yet to video conference 
without some sort of abysmal failure. Whether it is 
a Zoom workout with gym buddies, Happy Hour 
with TCU friends, or various professional items, 
I seem to have a knack for muting or disconnect-
ing. My generation has gone from earth-shatter-
ing flip phones to life altering iPhones in a few 
short years, and our recent video conferencing 
utility has shown my true colors. As we awkward-
ly and accidentally interrupt each other and ask 
the all too familiar “can you hear me?” I come to 
the realization that I am slowly fading from my 

I am Bad at Being 
a “Millennial” 
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The Second California Gold Rush
and fees fixed by rail interests. Banding together as 
a collective in 1893 as the Southern California Fruit 
Exchange, farmers were able to negotiate fair prices for 
shipping. This group later became Sunkist Growers. 

Sunkist Growers embraced innovation by utilizing 
advertisement. The navel orange soon became 
the symbol of California touted as “The Land of 
Sunshine.” The multi-generational Porter Ranch 
in Kern County understood the value of marketing. 
Beginning at the turn of the 20th century, the Porter 
Family hired a private rail car to bring potential 

investors and farmers out to Kern County to see the 
growing orange crops. Grandson Dick Porter noted 
that these early train cars put our county and citrus 
orchards on the map. As urbanization began in coastal 
areas and huge swaths of Southern California began 
building houses, the industry continued to move North 
to the San Joaquin Valley into the 20th century. 

Looking forward, a report from the University of 
California Riverside says the greater value of the citrus 
crop in California considering wages, fuel, supplies 
and warehousing is over 7 billion dollars (Bruce 

Babcock, California Citrus Board Report, University 
of California Riverside, 2017). The report notes that 
it is the sheer volume of California’s agriculture 
industry and their products that have such a strong 
economic impact. Over one million jobs in California 
are agriculture related or 6% of the total workforce. 
Although citrus is only 2% of the total crop acreage 
in California, oranges, mandarins, grapefruit and 
lemons provide nearly 7% of the financial value with its 
higher end crops. Although Florida still is the national 
leader in orange production, its Valencia variety fruit 
is mostly used for juice production compared to the 
higher value California navel oranges. 

The California citrus industry is stable at present, 
but farmers are constantly battling water rights, 
off-again on-again drought, increases in shipping 
and labor costs, and foreign insect pests. The very 
fact that so many of the citrus farms are still family 
held, and multi-generational, bodes well for the 
future and for this valuable commodity that is the 
symbol for our state.

By Mike McCoy 
Executive Director, 
Kern County 
Museum

Digging through the 
Kern County Museum’s 
Library, one of my 
favorite old books is A 

History of Kern County California by Wallace Morgan 
and published in 1914. One chapter on agriculture 
was very much a crystal ball on the future of citrus 
in Kern. On page 24 Morgan notes “But while the 
county’s orange and lemon production is yet in the 
future, as far as any great commercial results are 
concerned, the capacity of the soil, the abundance of 
the water, and the perfect adaptability of the climate 
have demonstrated without all doubt.” Morgan goes 
on to praise the oranges grown at Tejon Ranch 
and noted that the small community of Edison was 
beginning to put in orange orchards. 

Morgan would have been very pleased indeed, to 
come back to Kern and Tulare counties today where 
nearly 1/3 of the state’s 3-billion-dollar citrus crop 
is raised (California Citrus Research Board 2017). 
The huge California citrus industry had its first 
starts with the Spanish missions but commercially 
with a frontiersman named Wolfskill who planted 
a grove in what is now downtown Los Angeles in 
the 1840s. Wolfskill was soon selling oranges and 
lemons to miners and developed a large regional 
market. California’s national markets would create 
a second gold rush with the development of the navel 
orange in 1870. Originally from Brazil, the navel was 
sweet, seedless and traveled well. It also tolerated 
California’s warm climate as a winter crop. Because it 
was seedless and required grafting, the navel orange 
was uniform in color, shape and quality, helping 
marketing efforts. One of these original Washington 
Navel trees is still alive in Riverside and producing 
fruit over 140 years later. 

The 1880s soon were a boomtime for oranges in 
California thanks to the navel variety. The hub of 
the business was originally Riverside County where 
the first three navel orange trees had been grafted. 
Soon growers looked to other locations in Southern 
California including the San Joaquin Valley. There 
was also a growing national market for the oranges, 
but early growers were stymied by excessive duties 

Oranges in Kern County

Sunkist packing house, about 1900 Orange box labels

Edison early marketingPorter Ranch rail car in 1902

Huckaby spoke encouragingly stating, “We’re 
all working toward a common goal to keep our 
communities safe, and we’re committed to seeing 
this through together.”

Our community can have a sense of security 
knowing that many neighbors and friends are 
ready and willing to help. Reid added, “We are 
very grateful for the donations. This longstanding 
program is a great avenue for contributions. 
We encourage more participants to reach out 
and donate.” To participate in the Farm to 
Family program please email SteveLinkhart@
CAFoodBanks.org.

Kern County Agriculture Steps 
Up Big to Feed Those in Need
Continued from page 1

Citrus Experiencing Mixed 
Results in Demand...
Continued from page 1
However, Creamer also pointed out some varieties 
of citrus resulted with some reductions in demand: 
“Lemons have seen a downturn—50 to 60 percent 
of lemons go to restaurants, and with that demand 
off, there has been a drop in the use of lemons. One 
packing house in the Ventura coastal area saw a 80 
to 90 percent drop in volume at their packing house.”

While the increased demand for some varieties has 
been good for the market, it was not enough to erase 
other problems that already faced citrus. “Navels 
have had a significant problem the last few years, 
and this season the market was underwater mostly 
because of China Tariff disputes. The uptick in 

demand has been good, but the increase in demand 
is still not relieving the cost pressure on navels,” 
added Mr. Creamer. 

Clerou mentioned that some of Johnston Farms 
citrus were impacted negatively because of the 
outbreak in China. “On the flip side, COVID-19 
really slowed down our stem and leaf mandarin 
program. Traditionally our stem and leaf mandarins 
are popular in Asian markets domestically, and 
business fell off as much as 75% in mid-January due 
to the concerns of COVID-19. It never recovered 
like the navel oranges did.”

While demand has been mixed consumers can count 
on farmers to continue to feed America. “Farmers 
will continue to work hard to ensure there are not 
significant disruptions in America’s food supply,” 
added Brian Grant.Casey Creamer, President & CEO of California Citrus Mutual
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Ranch Group 
Urges Secretary 
to Target Hardest 
Hit Producers
Press Release Provided by the California Farm Bureau Federation

In a letter sent on April 9th to Agriculture 
Secretary Sonny Perdue, R-CALF USA urged 
that Congress’ $9.5 billion COVID-19-related 
appropriations be used to directly assist actual 
cattle and sheep producers “whose already broken 
marketplace” has been severely impacted by the 
coronavirus pandemic.

The letter specifically states that assistance should 
target seed-stock producers, cow/calf producers, 
sheep producers, cattle and sheep backgrounders, 
stockers and feeders who are most at risk of not 
being able to fulfill their financial obligations.

The group said the assistance should go to produc-
ers of U.S. born and raised cattle and sheep and 
not to those who sell livestock of foreign origin.

“In relation to feeders, only those exposed to moves 
in cash cattle prices should receive assistance. 
Those shielded by such market moves through 
preferential payments (such as any payment not 
reported by packers under Livestock Mandatory 
Price Reporting at the time the cattle were sold) 
should be excluded,” the letter states.

The letter also cautioned that U.S. cattle and sheep 
producers do not want to fall into a non-competitive 
cycle where both buyers and sellers rely on taxpayer 
dollars to subsidize their incomes.

Offering a unique recommendation, the group 
urges the Secretary to focus assistance on the 
ability of cattle and sheep producers to maintain 
both preexisting financial obligations and their 
current financial needs for maintaining financially 
viable operations. Included in this suggestion were 
proposals for loan payment waivers and even loan 
forgiveness in some instances.

Also included is a request to grant federal gains 
tax relief for producers that sell assets to remedy 
their financial plights.

“This needed assistance must be accompanied by 
meaningful market reforms so America’s cattle and 
sheep producers can begin earning a competitive 
income from a competitive market,” said R-CALF 
USA CEO Bill Bullard.

and responsible decision at this time.

Completed in 1953, Isabella Lake Dam is located 
approximately 40 miles northeast of Bakersfield. 
The reservoir is impounded by two earthen dams 
on the Kern River and Hot Springs Valley. Today, 
Isabella Lake and its dams reduce flood risk for 
Bakersfield and the surrounding region and is a 
primary water source for water users throughout 
Kern County. The Isabella Lake Dam Safety 
Modification Project will address overtopping, 
seismic, and seepage issues identified with Isabella 
Lake’s Main and Auxiliary dams to reduce the 
likelihood of dam failure. Construction of the dam 
modifications began in 2017 and is estimated to 
be completed by the end of 2022.

Facts, Notes & Highlights
May on the Kern
Over the long-term period of Kern River flow 
records, the maximum mean natural flow is 2,748 
cfs and falls on the 29th day of May. The maximum 
median (middle value in a distribution) flow of Kern 
River is 2,355 cfs and lands on the 7th day of June.

May 10–On this date in 2019, Isabella Dam, 
California received 1.29” of precipitation as 
reported by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
the greatest 24-hour rainfall amount ever measured 
for May since records began. All told, May 2019 
precipitation at the dam totaled 3.33”, shattering 
the previous monthly maximum of 1.74” set back 
in 1998.

May 11–On this date in 1969, the Kern River was 
flowing above 10,000 cfs for the first-time during 
May in the river’s storied history. During May of 
1969, all-time maximum natural flow records 
were established for each day between the 9th 
and 22nd. May 1969 runoff on the Kern River 
was 617,968 acre-feet, maximum on record and 
largest known 30-day cumulative flow. 

May 29–The greatest mean Kern River natural 
flow ever registered at First Point of Measurement 
near Bakersfield during the spring snowmelt period 
occurred on May 29, 1983, at 14,038 cfs. Snow 
water content at Upper Tyndall Creek (elev. 11,450’) 
in the Kern River Basin on May 29, 1983 still 
registered an incredible 53.6”. The average April 
1 snow water content for Upper Tyndall Creek is 
approximately 27.7”.

in all Southern California while helping to create 
near ideal boating and fishing conditions. The 
amount of Kern River water currently forecast for 
release from Isabella Dam during the upcoming 
May-August period should provide for stellar 
whitewater rafting conditions on the Lower Kern.

Long a much sought-after reach on Kern River 
for whitewater enthusiasts is the seven-mile stretch 
from Isabella Dam downstream to the Borel Power 
Plant. Historically, prior to its demolition as part 
of the Corps of Engineers Isabella Dam Safety 
Modification Project, the Borel Canal diverted 
up to 605 cubic feet per second (“cfs”) of water 
from Isabella Lake via the Auxiliary Dam outlet 
for power generation at the Borel Powerhouse. 
The Borel Power Plant, formerly maintained by 
Southern California Edison Company, has not 
been operated for power generation purposes 
since June 19, 2013. Today, all water released from 
Isabella Reservoir for use by downstream entities 
is passed from the Main Dam into the Lower 
Kern River, greatly enhancing the whitewater 
experience directly below Isabella, while benefiting 
the environmental aspects and aesthetics of this 
reach of river. 

Corps Postpones Public Meetings 
in Lake Isabella and Kernville
Sacramento–The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
Sacramento District has postponed two public 
scoping meetings originally scheduled for March 
18 and 19, 2020, in Lake Isabella and Kernville. 
The decision follows the California governor’s 
State of Emergency declaration to address the 
global COVID-19 outbreak. It is intended to help 
protect the health and welfare of all participants 
and to help reduce the risk of infection and spread 
of the Coronavirus.

The meetings were scheduled to collect public input 
on development of a permanent U.S. Forest Service 
visitor center as part of the Isabella Dam Safety 
Modification Project and will be rescheduled as 
soon as safely practicable. The Corps will provide 
notification of the new dates, when available, via 
public and media outreach. Public input remains an 
important aspect of the dam modification project, 
and will still be collected as part of the visitor 
center site selection process, however, public safety 
endures as the Corps’ number one priority and 
postponement of these meetings is the appropriate 

Abundant April Precipitation Bolsters 
Kern River Water Supply Outlook
Hoisting of the Drought Flag Put on Hold

By Steve Lafond 
Special to 
Valley Ag Voice

It is said good things 
come to those that 
wait. For Kern County 
weather watchers, that 
wait amounted to two 
and a half months, from 
the first of the new year 

through the middle of March 2020. Only then, 
did a shift in the Pacific storm track begin to send 
much-needed precipitation the way of the Kern 
River watershed, Kern County mountains and 
southern San Joaquin Valley floor.

Beginning late on Sunday, April 5, 2020, a 
mid-winter type storm of historical significance 
moved into the south half of California, bringing 
record-setting precipitation to the mountain, valley 
and desert portions of Kern County. At Meadows 
Field, Bakersfield, 2.51” of rainfall was collected 
over the period of April 5-April 10, 2020, placing 
April 2020 as the third wettest month of April on 
record for Bakersfield. The rare super-storm, driven 
by a deep, moisture laden low-pressure system, 
left several feet of fresh snow in the Kern River 
Basin while sparking flash floods in the desert 
and foothill regions of the county. Based on data 
retrieved from the Kern snow sensor network, the 
average water content of the snowpack increased 
by approximately 2.8” as a result of the early 
April 2020 storm, helping to boost Kern River 
snowmelt runoff expectations by as much as 50,000 
acre-feet. At Isabella Lake, 3.38” of precipitation 
was registered by the Corps of Engineers over the 
first 10 days of the month, already topping the 
previous April rainfall record of 2.77” set back in 
1958. On April 8, 2020, 2.07” of rain fell at Isabella 
Dam, the highest daily amount of precipitation to 
be recorded for the month of April since records 
began in 1949.

Water Recreation in the Spotlight 
for 2020
Recreational opportunities appear bright for the 
Kern River Valley in 2020. The prospect of Isabella 
Reservoir storage nearing 250,000 acre-feet later 
this summer looks promising and would place 
Isabella Lake among the largest fresh-water lakes 

Panoramic view of the Kern River during spring—Bakersfield, CA. (Photo by sc_images / Shutterstock.com)
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COVID-19 and Kern County 
Property Taxes
Continued from page 1
County nor I have the authority to extend or 
postpone the deadline. The two property tax 
deadline dates (December 10 and April 10) are 
specified in State Law and the State is the only 
entity that can postpone or change those deadlines 
statutorily. Through continued discussions with 
State agencies, they understand that the financial 
impacts of a significant delay could be disastrous 
to local government agencies, special districts, and 
schools statewide. Approximately one third of school 
funding comes from local property taxes so the 
schools are depending on this vital revenue source.

However, there is one very important exception 
in State Law that allows the County to extend 
the deadline. State Revenue and Taxation Code 
Section 2619 states that if the Board of Supervisors 
closes County buildings to the public, the tax 

deadline is extended until the next business day. 
Currently, County buildings are closed through 
May 1 so that effectively extends the tax deadline 
to May 4, the first business day County buildings 
are opened to the public. That bears repeating: 
The new property tax deadline for Kern County is 
May 4, 2020. Any payments received or postmarked 
up to and including May 4 will be processed as a 
timely payment.

After May 4, we can work with taxpayers on 
a case by case basis to waive penalties, costs or 
other charges at the local level resulting from tax 
delinquency due to the circumstances that are out 
of the taxpayers control related specifically to the 
impacts resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic 
crisis. To this end, I have worked with the Kern 
County Board of Supervisors to temporarily change 
our penalty waiver policy to assist Kern County 
taxpayers in this time of crisis. This policy currently 
states that in order to request a tax penalty waiver, 

the taxpayer must first pay the entire amount of 
taxes, interest and penalties and costs due. If the 
waiver request is approved, the taxpayer would 
get a refund of the interest, penalties, and costs 
due. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and its 
associated impacts, from the period of May 5 
through May 31, 2020, the requirement to pay 
all interest, penalties and costs up front has been 
eliminated. During this time, a taxpayer can pay 
the base taxes due and submit a special COVID-19 
penalty waiver request with their payment. The 
special COVID-19 Penalty Waiver Request Form 
will be available on our website beginning May 5. 
These requests will be reviewed on a case-by-case 
basis, but through a compassionate lens that will 
give the benefit of the doubt to the taxpayer. For 
those taxpayers that are able to pay on time, we 
strongly encourage them to do so. To date, many 
taxpayers have already paid, and those payments 
are greatly appreciated.

When County buildings reopen on May 4, we 
want to avoid hundreds and hundreds of taxpayers 
coming into our building and waiting in a long 
line to pay their taxes. In fact, there may still be 
a statewide order against gatherings that would 
prohibit in person payments. I implore taxpayers 
that would normally come into our office to make 
an in-person payment to utilize one of our other 
very convenient methods of payment. A taxpayer 
can pay online through our website or mail in a 
check or money order to the processing center.

I believe we are doing what we can at the local 
level to help struggling taxpayers during this 
difficult time. I am committed to helping local 
hard-working taxpayers while continuing to uphold 
my fiduciary responsibilities to local governments, 
local school districts and local special districts. 
For more information about taxes, or to make an 
online payment, please go to my website at www.
kcttc.co.kern.ca.us.
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Local Feed Stores and Livestock Auctions Surviving COVID-19
By Audrey Hill 
Student at Cal Poly

Like the rest of the world, 
COVID-19 has no doubt 
taken its toll on the res-
idents of Kern County. 
The start of this decade 
has certainly been full of 

surprises; as the coronavirus gained news traction 
in early 2020, no one would have anticipated the 
hold it would place on society by mid-March. The 
number of cases continues to rise every day even with 
social distancing measures, and many of us are taking 
emergency quarantine and sanitation procedures to an 
extreme we’ve never experienced before. All of us are 
dealing with a massive disruption in our lives—one 
that will remain a part of our history for a very long 
time, but this will surely be a moment of solidarity for 
us all in the future.

As we sit quarantined at home, I’m sure most of us have 
found that our pets and livestock are more essential to 
our lives and routines than we realize. They keep us on 
a schedule and more importantly keep us company. So, 
what about the industries that cater to them? I checked 
in with local livestock businesses to ask what changes 
they’ve undergone and how sales have changed during 
such an unprecedented time.

Businesses like farm and feed stores play a crucial 
role in our county because of the sheer amount of 
backyard farms that rely solely on them to provide the 
feed people need for their animals. Stores like Round 
Up Feed & Pet Supply, Tractor Supply, Kushman’s 
Feed & Farm Supply and Rosedale Farrier Supply, to 
name a few, are very busy keeping up with the recent 
demands. Just as people are stocking up in toilet paper 
and flour, livestock and pet food isn’t staying very long 
on the shelves either. Seth Kushman from Kushman’s 
Feed & Farm Supply said that “[his] feed sales and 
deliveries have maintained steady, especially for dog 
and cat food, but the sales of most luxury items have 
completely stopped.” He also touched on the resilience 
of the county’s farmers and ranchers, saying that if 
there is anyone that can find the strength needed to 
combat COVID-19, it is the ag community of Kern 

County. Thankfully, feed and supplies are still readily 
available even for those who buy in bulk, due to the 
diligence of essential workers like Seth Kushman. 
However, some businesses are having a harder time 
staying afloat.

Mike Poncetta of Maggenti Show Goats says that feed 
and supplements have not been an issue to find yet, but 
his sales are another story. As we enter prime time to 
buy prospect show quality animals for shows like the 
Kern County Fair, auctions are usually popping up all 
over California. This is where breeders like Poncetta 
and local youth wanting to get involved with livestock 
can come together to buy and sell these animals. 
However, due to COVID-19, most of these auctions 
have been postponed and even some shows have even 
been cancelled. Poncetta fears that “with jackpots and 
fairs being cancelled, there is hesitation to purchase 
animals because of the uncertainty of future fairs and 
livestock competitions,” and is thus driving his sales 
down. As many breeders deal with this same issue, 
Poncetta notes that auctions and even some livestock 
shows have been moved to an online format to keep 
the show stock industry moving at the same pace. 
He also thinks that online shows and auctions could 
be the way of the future in the show stock industry. 

These are stressful times for many of us, but by 
continuing to be independent and hard-working 
while finding strength from our animals, we can stay 
sane and hopefully get through this pandemic with 
relative ease and speed. We are a strong group of 
people with the drive and heart to do the right thing, 
and by staying home and choosing to support small 
businesses we can help keep ourselves and loved ones 
safe and secure. Although the state of the world changes 
day by day, and there are many uncertainties that lie 
ahead, the ag community of Kern County continues 
to be stronger than ever. We may be experiencing 
history being made, but with an optimistic outlook 
and some will-power we can overcome any hardship 
put in front of us.

Ms. Hill is an Animal Science student at Cal Poly (SLO) with 
plans to become a large animal veterinarian. She grew up in 
Bakersfield spending most of the time in the ag community, and 
she’s proud to call it her home. “I’m honored to represent Kern 
County’s small ag at home as well as at Cal Poly.”

Herd of purebred Saanen and Nubian goats in a dairy barn. (Photo by WilleeCole Photography / Shutterstock.com)
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STAY TUNED FOR ANY NEW OFFERINGS COMING TO THE MARKET SOON 
FOR MORE INFO, VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.TECHAGFINANCIAL.COM

158.18 +/- Acres of Open Farmland in Arvin Edison Water Storage District
Asking Price: US$3,163,600

307.92 +/- Acres of Cawelo Open Farmland and Vineyard 
Asking Price: US$6,774,240

563.43 +/- Acres of Almonds, Pistachios & Open Farmland in Semitropic Water Storage District 
Asking Price: US$8,500,000

297.07 +/- Gross Acres of Citrus & Open Farmland in Cawelo Water District 
Asking Price: US$6,500,000

182.50 +/- Gross Acres of Plums and Open Farmland in People’s Ditch Company
Asking Price: US$5,110,000

ACTIVE LISTINGS

MORGAN HOUCHIN
TechAg Financial Group, Inc.

3430 Unicorn Road, Bakersfield, CA 93308
CA Broker DRE No. 01865336

Mob: 661-477-3669 | Off: 661-695-6500 | eFax: 661-384-6168
MHouchin@TechAg.com | www.TechAgFinancial.com

The Cattleman’s Corner

Should Economic Contraction 
Mean Government Contraction?
By Austin Snedden 
Contributor, Valley Ag Voice

In the private sector, income and growth 
generally correspond with each other. However, 
in government, economic contraction has his-
torically resulted in government growth. The 
greatest example of government growth during 
economic contraction is FDR’s “New Deal” in 
the 1930s. It was a period of massive expansion 
of federal power and growth through many 
social safety net programs that were intended to 
bring us out of the Great Depression. There are 
many alternative views on the effectiveness of 
this approach and whether it truly helped in the 
recovery since we didn’t see full recovery until 
WWII. The overall result, right or wrong, was a 
general acceptance that it was the government’s 
responsibility and, in particular, the federal 
government’s responsibility to bail us out of 
economic downturns. If it is the government’s 
responsibility to prop up our financial situation, 
why do we always look to the federal government 
to get it done?

Are state and local governments exempt from re-
sponsibility of economic stimulus? We are giving 
state and local governments a pass because they 
don’t have a printing press called the Federal 
Reserve, but handouts and payments aren’t the 
only form of economic stimulus. I can’t speak for 
all state and local regions, but as a California 
resident and business owner, my largest tax 
bill goes to state and local government. A lot 
of times we get fixated on our April 15 tax bill 
that we pay to the state and federal government, 
but that is just a small piece of the taxes we pay 
year-round. If you have the time or interest, 
add up the gas tax, sales tax, property tax, 
and state income tax you pay every year. You 
might find that it results in a much larger sum 
than what you pay the IRS, and that doesn’t 
even account for the multitude of other fees and 
taxes you pay to state and local government. 
Others include unemployment insurance, and 
the employment training tax that you pay for 
every employee, building permits, inspection 
fees, health permits, liquor licenses, and county 
weights and measures fees. Don’t forget the 
multitude of bonds that are stacked on every 
property tax bill to fund all the special districts 
from water, schools, and recreation. 

So, what kind of economic stimulus should we 
see from state and local government in a dire 
economy? Since state and local governments 
lack the ability to print money, and most have 
shown the inability or lack of fortitude to sit on 
a monetary surplus, we should not expect a cash 
influx. Rolling back regulation and easing state 
and local tax burdens could prove to be a more 
effective strategy than a bailout to stimulate the 
economy. A reduction in regulation and taxes 
should be accompanied by a corresponding 
streamlining of state and local government. A 
reduction in regulation and fees would incen-
tivize private sector growth in a challenging 
economy, and since state and local governments 
harvest their existence off the production of the 

private sector, an unhindered private sector is 
in the best interest of government. 

For example, a flat gas tax of 58.3 cents per gal-
lon is harvested by California State government 
off the production of energy companies and the 
businesses that buy that fuel to distribute goods 
and services. Maybe that tax should be cut in 
half to incentivize economic growth. Maybe 
gas tax should be linked to the market price of 
fuel or oil with a corresponding reduction or 
increase? When crude oil prices for a 42-gallon 
barrel of oil are in the $20-$30 range, does 
the 58.3 cent tax on a gallon of refined fuel 
harvested by the state seem fair? In recent weeks 
when oil companies have received around 60 
cents per gallon of crude product, the State of 
California needed to think proactively about 
the 58.3 cent burden and deterrent they place 
on every gallon of refined product. 

Locally, counties should consider property 
tax reduction incentives and not just ones to 
multinational corporations like Amazon and 
L’Oreal, like we have seen in Kern County, but 
rather across the board to benefit all businesses. 
When we put ourselves in a position where 
politicians are picking winners and losers, we 
further reduce competition. Mega corporations 
like Amazon definitely have their place, but they 
are no more important than the local retailer 
that the county has decided should still pay their 
full fare on property tax while an out of state 
competitor gets a tax break. Across the board 
regulatory reduction and tax reduction would 
be beneficial to a recovery in a challenging 
economic time. 

We should continue to question the validity of 
federal stimulus actions including the costs and 
effectiveness, but we should also let state and 
local leaders know that they have a role to play 
in recovery. There will be budget challenges for 
state and local governments associated with my 
suggestions until the tax base regrows, but keep 
in mind, almost all private sector businesses 
and individuals are facing budget challenges 
right now too. Until the percentage of unpaid 
furloughs and layoffs for non-essential employees 
in state and local governments matches the 
percentage we are seeing in the private sector, 
we may be facing a situation where the amount 
that the government harvests off the private 
sector is too large for the economic times.

Visit www.sneddenranch.com.
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Newsom’s Choice: Fish or Farmers
By Valley Ag Voice Staff

Every drop of water carries a story with it. That story’s 
length is determined by many factors, including chance 
and various sets of regulation. California has a habit 
of lengthening that drop’s journey from stream to 
field—if it gets there at all. Ultimately, much of its 
journey is destined to add more water to the Pacific. 
That knowledge begs the question of whether our 
drought-prone state that feeds millions or the ocean 
needs more water.

Newsom and his administration are bestowed the 
honor of representing California and responsible for 
ensuring proper stewardship of its vital resources. 
That most certainly includes its farmers—not just fish. 

Amongst the likely towering stack of letters to the 
California Governor sits a coalition letter dated March 
30th, from several water districts (Tulare Lake Basin 
Water Storage District, Kettleman City Community 
Services District, Alpaugh Community Services 
District, Empire-Westside Irrigation District, Dudley 
Ridge Water District, Berrenda Mesa Water District, 
Belridge Water Storage District, Lost Hills Water 
District, Henry Miller Water District, Kern Delta 
Water District, Home Garden Community Services 
District, and Kings County Water District), Kings 
County, and Kings County Farm Bureau. Their 
intended outcome is to allocate an increase to 35 
percent with the goal to reduce unemployment and 
increase food production. 

The following day, the state released a new regulation 
through the Dept. of Fish and Wildlife. This 144 page 
“Incidental Take Permit for Long-Term Operation 
of the State Water Project” has since been met with 
opposition on all encompassing sides. The Kern 
County Farm Bureau released a statement on April 
2 stating, “In response to federal biological opinions, 
the State of California has presented the agricultural 
community, it’s employees, and it’s consumers with 
a proposal that directly conflicts with the ability 
to provide water to our farms, ranches, and rural 
communities. The State’s rules conflict with recent 
science and are extremely disappointing in a time 
where our capacity to provide a stable and reliable 
food supply needs to be strengthened rather than 
diminished.”

Adding to that stack of letters to Newsom included one 
signed by Representatives Kevin McCarthy (CA-23), 
Devin Nunes (CA-22), Ken Calvert (CA-42), Tom 
McClintock (CA-04), Doug LaMalfa (CA-01), and 
Paul Cook (CA-08). Some highlights included: “This 
unprecedented action threatens to send the operations 
of the State Water Project (SWP) and the Federal 
Central Valley Project (CVP) into a downward spiral 
of conflict, confusion, and litigation. It also virtually 
eliminates the possibility of finding a lasting peace to 
California’s never-ending water wars and effectively 
kills negotiations on Voluntary Agreements. […] We 
need cooperative and coordinated operations of the 
SWP and CVP to ensure that the cities, communities, 
and farms that depend on a reliable water supply 

receive the water they need and can grow the food 
that feeds our nation and the world. […] Given the 
serious health, safety, and economic concerns our 
constituents are facing due to the pandemic, and 
the fact that the 2019 Federal Biological Opinions 
were developed using the best available science and 
latest data to ensure both the CVP and SWP could 
be adaptively managed to meet the needs of people 
and the environment, the timing and judgment of 
the State’s decision on the new ITP is even more 
baffling. […]”

The letter concluded by requesting the governor drop 
the lawsuit against the BiOps and “issue a consistency 
determination under the California Endangered 
Species Act so the SWP and CVP can operate in 
a coordinated manner, as they have for decades.”

As of April 15th, the governor has yet to respond, 
but an additional letter was produced by Senator 
Dianne Feinstein, and Democratic Representatives 
Jim Costa (CA-16), Josh Harder (CA-10), TJ Cox 
(CA-21), and John Garamendi (CA-3). Their joint 
letter pointed out the need for cooperation, and that 
this new regulation is not the solution: “This conflict 
[between the BiOps and the new ITP] will not only 
reduce water deliveries just as drought may be returning 
to California, but also block the successful negotiation 
of voluntary agreements to meet Delta water quality 
requirements[…].” This group also sent a letter to 
Interior Secretary David Bernhardt to reiterate the 
necessity to maintain coordination of operations 
between the State Water Project and the federal Central 
Valley Project. Yet, this letter was only preaching to 
the choir as Bernhardt is known for complete support 

of the two projects working in coordination. 

The lack of quick response from the state could be 
chalked up to the pandemic, but this request goes 
hand-in-hand to aid California’s critical response to the 
crisis. Regulatory specialist of the Tulare Lake Basin 
Water Storage District, Justin Mendes, explained: “The 
State Water Project is losing 3,000 acre-feet per day 
right now because of the ITP.” Mendes continued to 
put that number into perspective: “That amount of 
water would supply Kettleman City for 10 years, and 
it is going out to the ocean every day. It’s also worth 
noting that increasing the allocation would make 
available an extra 840,000 acre-foot, even if the ITP 
took 200,000 of it, SWP would net 640,000 acre-feet 
increasing to 35 percent.” As stated previously, that 35 
percent is the goal Tulare Lake Basin Water Storage 
District and many others are aiming towards. 

Regarding the new ITP, the governor’s silence grows 
even more deafening as this spotlight is brightly shin-
ning on him. Amid this unprecedented crisis, in which 
the governor has been eager to utilize federal resources, 
his unwillingness to work within the parameters 
previously set through the CVP and the SWP is 
increasingly highlighted. Only time will tell if the 
governor’s focus is centered on aiding our farmers, 
and thus our economy, rather than disregarding 
cooperative efforts from both established state and 
federal projects.

To read the letters cited within this article, you can 
visit our website at ValleyAgVoice.com. June’s edition 
will contain a follow-up on these matters, as we are 
hopeful our community will receive the water it needs.
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Farm Bureau Calls for Cooperation in Delta Water Operations
Press release provided by the California Farm Bureau Federation

Given all the uncertainties facing the state 
and national economies now, the California 
Farm Bureau Federation urged state and fed-
eral water and environmental agencies to co-
operate on operation of water projects in the 
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. The request 
came after state agencies issued an environ-
mental permit for the State Water Project that 
could place its operation in conflict with the 
federal Central Valley Project.
“This disagreement among federal and state 
agencies throws another layer of uncertainty 

on top of an already complicated situation,” 
CFBF President Jamie Johansson said. “State 
and federal governments need to work togeth-
er for the mutual benefit of the environment 
and the economy.”
Johansson noted that the season’s final snow 
survey, taken Wednesday, showed the Sierra 
Nevada snowpack at only about half of aver-
age.
“The dry winter underlines the need to re-
store resiliency to our state’s water system,” he 
said. “That makes it even more important for 
the federal and state water projects to be on 
the same page. Having the state and federal 

projects operated in a different fashion would 
undermine that resiliency, at the same time as 
regulations restrict supplemental groundwater 
supplies.”
Farm Bureau said the incidental-take permit 
issued by the state Department of Fish and 
Wildlife represents a significant departure 
from past practices that coordinated opera-
tions of the state and federal projects. Though 
the permit includes novel features such as 
habitat actions to benefit potential voluntary 
agreements on water flows for the benefit of 
fish, it remains at odds with a federal permit.
“We believe the federal record of decision 

released in mid-February showed a way to 
improve the environment without gutting the 
economy, and the state should work forward 
from that framework in conducting its water 
operations where the projects can be coordi-
nated,” Johansson said. “The federal and state 
water projects need to complement each other, 
in order to serve the millions of Californians 
and millions of acres of farmland that depend 
on them. We will continue to work with 
elected officials at the state and federal levels, 
urging them to bring both levels of govern-
ment into agreement on delta management.”

Commentary: It’s Time to Start a 
Different Conversation About Water

By Chris Scheuring 
Senior Council for 
the California Farm 
Bureau Federation

Reprinted with permission 
from the California Farm 
Bureau Federation

Spring is a perennial 
season of hope, and even against the backdrop of 
devastating human news around the planet, the soils 
are warming and the crops are pushing.

Just now, as well, the COVID-19 pandemic has 
Californians looking at their grocery stores in a 
whole new way: as a lifeline in a continuing public 
health emergency.

That emergency makes health care providers and other 
first responders into heroes who man the ramparts 
while a broad swath of society is shuttered for the time 
being. Farmers and farm employees remain at their 
posts, too, and the water system that ultimately feeds 
us all is beginning to limber up. Across California 
irrigation districts, canals are being charged and 
pumps are being lowered into the state’s rivers, streams 
and conduits.

Against the terrible news of a national emergency, 
it’s perhaps difficult to focus on our water situation. 
Recall that January and February were bone-dry; 
March and April bore us a couple of storms, but it 
was too little, too late. It was a very dry winter, overall.

Still, we arrived at this dry year’s doorstep with 
reservoirs in decent shape thanks to the previous 
winter of abundant precipitation. That means most 
places in California may be able to skate across this 
pond, though farm water supplies will be restricted 
in some areas.

That puts us in the position of another “do or die” year 
for precipitation next winter, an altogether familiar 
proposition in California. We all know: It rains a 
bunch all at once in some years, and then we go dry 
for a number of years after that.

And those dry years move us into a familiar policy 
cycle. Conflicts over water resources become acute, 
and legislation and litigation heat up. It was the last 
big drought cycle that brought us the Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Act. This time, a long 
trail of litigation is just getting underway as the rivers 

dwindle, focusing on the so-called “unimpaired flow” 
criteria being imposed on some river systems for the 
protection of fish populations.

Those are the two ends of the candle that are 
burning at the same time right now—pressure on 
the availability of groundwater supplies and pressure 
on surface water supplies.

SGMA is just coming into force, as high-priority basins 
around the state have submitted their groundwater 
sustainability plans to the state for approval. We won’t 
know more specifics about pumping reductions for 
some time. As for the surface waters, I do believe one 
issue soon to be before the appellate courts goes to the 
very heart of water rights, by focusing on whether the 
environmental use of water needs to be reasonable 
in its method and demonstrably effective in its result. 

But a final ruling on that question remains a long 
way off.

In the meantime, there are good signs, as well:

• A number of water storage projects are moving 
through the early stages of finance before the 
California Water Commission for the award of 
public funding under the Proposition 1 water bond 
of 2014, an effort to expand our supply against the 
lean times.

• A system-level “voluntary agreement” process 
is underway for the entire delta watershed, in 

Panoramic view of dry, drought-stricken farmland. (Photo by f.ield of vision / Shutterstock.com)

which major water projects and diversions might 
be reconciled in better fashion with the needs of 
endangered fish populations, using “functional 
flow” measures as well as non-flow measures as 
a better path than “flow-centric” management 
and litigation.

• And, we are talking about groundwater recharge 
in a way that we never have before, knowing that 
available underground storage dwarfs our surface 
possibilities.

Those are the brighter lights that we should all swim 
toward. A different conversation is required, one in 
which irrigation districts and farmers talk about 
saving fish from oblivion; environmentalists talk 
about the impact of hundreds of thousands of acres 

of farmland that could go dry, and main streets that 
will be empty; and the big coastal cities think very 
hard about what they can do on both ends.

Earlier this year, before the national news turned dark, 
I was driving Highway 99 north from Bakersfield, 
from a water conference in which we talked about all 
of this. As I passed through Tulare, a region central 
to helping California agriculture feed the nation and 
world, I could see the snowpack across the high peaks 
of Kings Canyon. Even in a lean year like this one, it 
was glorious—and inspiring. I thought that maybe, 
after all, we can open new conversations that lead 
to a better water future for everyone.

(Chris Scheuring is senior counsel for the California Farm Bureau 
Federation. He may be contacted at cscheuring@cfbf.com.)

Snow-capped mountains, Sequoia National Park. (Photo by Zack Frank / Shutterstock.com)
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our projected plans for this year” said Emmanuel 
Rangel of Three Mountain Farms, a hemp 
farming company with over 200 acres near 
Arvin, Calif. “The health emergency is forcing 
us to be more cautious with our investments, 
but the main question is how and to what extent 
the worldwide economic shock will impact the 
industry.“

As hemp farming only recently made its way 
back into American agriculture, it’s difficult to 
predict exactly how an economic slowdown 
coupled with a decrease in consumer and 
industrial demand through summer might 
impact a rapidly expanding marketplace of 
growers from coast to coast. However, it can be 
assumed that with unemployment looming at 13 
percent as of April 9, that American consumers 
and American businesses are poised to shift into 
survival mode rather than spend valuable funds 
on hemp-derived products.

According to a February 2020 report from 
the United States Department of Agriculture, 
or USDA, “the next few years should see a 
resolution of the legal and regulatory issues 
constraining hemp production in the United 
States, leaving domestic production, imports, 
consumer demand, and exports to dictate growth 
and long-term market size.” The report, titled 
Economic Viability of Industrial Hemp in the 
United States, does present some good news in 
noting: “Hemp production may expand even 
more rapidly in 2020 as the regulatory environ-
ment becomes more stable and if farmers face 
depressed market outlook for other commodities.”

Economic Slowdown, COVID-19 Threatens 
to Halt Hemp Market in 2020

To compound this issue, many hemp businesses 
who process, sell or market CBD, or cannabi-
diol products, are ineligible for small business 
funding through the CARES, or Coronavirus 
Preparedness and Response Supplemental 
Appropriations Act, from the Small Business 
Administration intended to help employers offset 
payroll and other business expenses, as they must 
comply with all federal laws and regulations.

Because CBD is regulated by the Food and Drug 
Administration, or FDA, many CBD businesses 
are ineligible for the funds because the sale of 
CBD for food, beverage or many other retail 
products is deemed illegal, further complicating 
the precarious situation many hemp growers, 
processors and product sellers are facing.

Many brick-and-mortar retailers of B2C CBD 
and hemp-derived products are also closed as 
non-essential businesses, thereby placing their 
orders on hold until the retail climate begins 
seeing foot traffic again. 

Adding yet another layer of uncertainty to the 
hemp grower’s equation, Becker continues 
by specifically noting that “hemp prices after 
coronavirus will see the same forces at play 
throughout the economy, with demand down 
as a result of many aspects of commerce coming 
to a screeching halt.”

“As a first time hemp grower, this continued 
uncertainty will definitely have an impact on 

Geoffrey Taylor, MA

Like most American companies, the economic 
setbacks posed by the COVID-19 pandemic 
are devastating and may take years to recover 
from. With mass unemployment, uncertainty 
on Wall Street and Main Street, and decreased 
investment all around, 2020 is proving to be a 
difficult year from virtually every American 
industry. Farming is no different, and frankly, 
hemp farming is especially prone to fluctuations 
in the marketplace as it is so new to the American 
agricultural landscape. 

As if the hemp marketplace wasn’t already such a 
new and exciting segment for farmers to explore, 
a combination of local regulations, the economic 
slowdown and a decrease in B2C and B2B 
spending on hemp biomass and hemp-derived 
products may directly impact the way farmers 
navigate their hemp crops in 2020.

While many may still choose to plant their 
crops and hope for a turnaround in economic 
activity by the time their harvests come, others 
may simply forego hemp for another year. 
Unfortunately, due to local regulations, many 
farmers may not be able to plant until it’s too late.

“Right now, local hemp farmers have big 
concerns with the ability to get fingerprinted to 
even comply with the new ordinance and begin 
planting,” said Rene Garcia of 4G Farming in 
Arvin, Calif., “I think the bigger issue is that the 
county is being reactive, and instead of trying 
to come back and fix the ordinance, its making 
every previous registered grower non-compliant 
because we can’t get fingerprinted.”

With a deadline for compliance of April 30, 
2020, the issue many local growers are facing 
in this context are that many local government 
agencies who perform LiveScan fingerprinting, 
part of the new compliance standards for the 
Kern County hemp ordinance, are closed to the 
public or are not currently performing LiveScan 
services due to COVID-19. These scans can take 
up to four weeks to come back from the FBI.

“The Kern County Department of Agriculture 
is aware and understanding of the challenges 
facing the agricultural industry in light of the 
COVID-19 crisis“ said Cerise Montanio, 
Deputy Director of Consumer and Agricultural 
Protection Division at the Kern County 
Department of Agriculture & Measurement 
Standards, “Since fingerprinting is not available 
in much of Kern County at this current moment, 
we will work with you to keep your industrial 
hemp registration active.”

While many crops may find themselves in 
demand over the coming year, the hemp 
market is facing very uncertain times in 2020. 
To compound the non-compliance issue Kern 
hemp growers are facing, the issue of investment 
and funding for farms is directly impacted by the 
economic downturn and a looming recession.

Yahoo! Finance writer David Becker writes that 
overall, the hemp market is currently taking a 
hit in the current economic climate caused by 
COVID-19 and may persist into Q3. 

Rural Economy 
Will Benefit From 
New Federal Aid 
Package
Press Release Provided by the California Farm Bureau Federation

As farmers, ranchers, their employees and other 
people in the food supply chain continue to cope 
with the impact of market shifts caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the California Farm Bureau 
Federation welcomed today’s announcement 
of aid to farms and food banks from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture.

“The entire rural economy has been affected by 
the sudden, severe shift in demand we’ve seen 
since the stay-at-home orders went into place,” 
CFBF President Jamie Johansson said. “Farmers, 
ranchers, food processors and others along the 
food chain are working as rapidly as we can to be 
sure the food we produce can be redirected from 
restaurants, schools and other food service outlets 
to retail stores, where the demand has moved.”

The Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 
announced by USDA will include $16 billion in 
direct assistance to farmers and ranchers who have 
suffered losses related to the pandemic and another 
$3 billion in purchases of food for distribution to 
food banks and other nonprofits.

“Aid to farmers and ranchers will benefit the 
entire rural economy, allowing farmers to continue 
hiring employees, purchasing essential supplies 
and keeping food and farm products flowing to the 
marketplace,” Johansson said, “and it’s important 
at the same time to be sure food reaches people 
who need it.”

USDA said it has yet to establish how farmers and 
ranchers can qualify for the program.

“The assistance for farmers and ranchers must 
be distributed quickly and fairly, with enough 
safeguards to assure it reaches the appropriate 
people,” Johansson said. “We understand that 
can be a difficult balance, and we will continue to 
offer USDA our best advice on how to make this 
aid package as effective as possible for farmers, 
ranchers and all the people who depend on them.”

The California Farm Bureau Federation works 
to protect family farms and ranches on behalf of 
nearly 34,000 members statewide and as part of 
a nationwide network of nearly 5.6 million Farm 
Bureau members.

Ph
ot

o 
by

 m
ag

ra
ph

y /
 S

hu
tte

rs
to

ck
.c

om



10     Valley Ag Voice MAY 2020

Free Mulch! 
F a r m   ♦   B u s i n e s s   ♦   H o m e   ♦   G a r d e n   

  

 

Reduces Erosion  

Reduces Overexposure 

Reduces Water Evaporation 

Reduces Overwatering   

Reduces Wilting 

 
Bakersfield Compost Facility 
6 6 1 - 8 3 5 - 8 8 7 3   ♦   2 6 0 1  S  M T  Ve r n o n  AV E  

Mulch Can Help So Much! 

Available In Bulk 
E v e r y  D a y   ♦   7  A M  –  4  P M   

 

Since we have merged the Kern 
County Farm Bureau’s mailing 
list into ours, please contact us 
at info@ValleyAgVoice.com if 
you are receiving more copies 
than you need, so we can help 
reduce waste. Thank you for 
supporting the Valley Ag Voice!

By Ching Lee 
Assistant Editor, Ag Alert

Reprinted with permission from the California Farm 
Bureau Federation

Loss of business due to mass closures of restaurants, 
schools and corporate cafeterias in response to 
COVID-19 shelter-in-place orders has small farms 
looking to collaborate as they try to adapt to the crisis 
by finding new markets and changing sales strategies.

During a webinar last week aimed at helping farmers 
find solutions to market instability created by the 
pandemic, Evan Wiig of the Community Alliance with 
Family Farmers in Davis encouraged small farms to 
work together and aggregate their products, whether 
they’re working with farm stands, e-commerce sites, 
marketing co-ops or community-supported agriculture 
subscription boxes.

“I think everyone is swimming in confusion and 
uncertainty as to how long this is going to last, what 
are the long-term implications,” he said. “But what 
we are seeing … is this surge in direct selling.”

Farms, food hubs and other food businesses that have 
managed to shift to a CSA or food-box model “are 
seeing a huge amount of support,” said Ben Thomas, 
director of the CAFF farm-to-market program, 
adding that he anticipates demand for these services 
will continue to grow. Meal-kit deliveries also have 
expanded, along with demand for emergency food, he 
said, noting that organizations such as the Salvation 
Army have started delivery programs for meals and 
ingredient boxes.

Though grocers saw increased sales last month, 
Thomas said the trajectory for that market remains 
unclear and will depend on public perception as 
the crisis unfolds. Also in question is how farmers 
markets will fare in the coming months, though the 
public continues to support markets that have stayed 
open, he said, particularly those that can demonstrate 
safe practices.

He noted the significant challenges facing restaurants 
and other food-service operations, but said work is 
being done to retool those businesses and organizations 
to do food delivery. Efforts are also being made to 
connect retailers, nonprofits and CSAs that need 
additional product with farms and food hubs that 
lack customers, he added.

Cole and Veronica Mazariegos-Anastassiou of Brisa 
de Año Ranch in Pescadero said having a diversity of 
crops and marketing channels has allowed them to 
bend their plan to fit the current crisis. The farm grows 
organic fruit, vegetables and flowers, selling through 
farmers markets, farm stands, a CSA operation and 
to restaurants, local businesses, bakeries, catering 
companies, nonprofits and independent grocers.

“That does give us flexibility … and allows us to 
adjust a bit,” Veronica Mazariegos-Anastassiou said.

Before COVID-19, CSA sales accounted for just 
17% of the farm’s revenue, but the farm owners 
said they expect that to rise to 33%, while wholesale 
and direct sales will drop from 50% to 42% and 
farmers market sales from 33% to 25%. They said 
they anticipate losing business from restaurants, 
caterers and events that use flowers, but they expect 
increased demand from farm stands, online grocers 
and nonprofit organizations. Future sales to grocers 

and bakeries remain uncertain, they said.

To keep farmers markets open and popular, Cole 
Mazariegos-Anastassiou stressed the importance of 
farms demonstrating food-safety practices. To help 
with sales, he said the farm hopes to develop an online 
system that allows customers to place orders and then 
pick them up at the market.

Thomas said a growing number of farmers markets 
around the nation have turned to e-commerce and 
are doing preorders so people can grab their packages 
at the market.

Though CSAs are booming and more farms are 
turning to this marketing channel during COVID-19, 
the Mazariegos-Anastassious warned farmers not 
to overcommit and not to plan for just one season.

“We have to be fully prepared, and the more marketing 
channels we have, the more resilient we are to bounce 
back from any kind of crisis, not just this one,” Cole 
Mazariegos-Anastassiou said.

Veronica Mazariegos-Anastassiou encouraged farms 
that didn’t have as much “built-in flexibility” in their 
market channels to reach out to farms that are “more 
prepared” so they can market jointly and expand 
their offerings.

In an interview, Taylor Roschen, policy advocate for 
the California Farm Bureau Federation, said California 
allows both single- and multiple-farm CSAs, provided 
they are registered producers and grow what they sell. 
CSA boxes and deliveries must also be labeled with 
the origin of the farm or farms, she added.

“Those that are sourcing from a wholesaler and don’t 
know the origination of the product, or the product 
clearly isn’t from California, is not a true CSA,” 
Roschen said.

Sarah Silva of Sebastopol-based Green Star Farm, 
which raises pasture eggs, chicken, pork, lamb and 
goats, said she’s been able to partner with other farms 
and has added some of their products to her CSA 
shares. She spoke about the importance of choosing 
software that makes e-commerce easy and efficient 
for farmers and customers.

“Look at something that’s going to work for any 
situation, because we don’t know what’s going to 
happen in two months,” she said. “Just be prepared 
and think about not just this particular event but look 
at it as a full resiliency farm plan.”

When selling directly through e-commerce, Wiig 
stressed the importance of keeping the shopping 
experience simple, as 80% of online shoppers use 
mobile devices and “don’t want big, complicated 
systems.” When it comes to e-commerce, he said, “all 
roads must lead to action.” He recommended farmers 
place a buy-now button up front, so customers don’t 
need to go through many steps.

“Don’t think it’s going to be an easy switch, and do 
everything you can to streamline your inventory,” 
he said.

Wiig also encouraged farmers to be creative and 
build relationships with chefs, food bloggers and 
local influencers in the community who can help 
boost farm sales.

To stimulate direct farm-to-customer sales in its region, 
the San Diego County Farm Bureau has posted a 
list of nearly 80 farms, nurseries and wineries that 
offer direct sales.

With Food Service Down, 
Farms Look for New Markets 
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Press release provided by the National Pork Producers Council

The impact of COVID-19 has caused hog values 
to plummet, creating a financial disaster for pork 
producers nationwide who face a collective $5 billion 
loss for the remainder of the year. At a press briefing 
today, the National Pork Producers Council (NPPC) 
outlined the crisis as described by producers and 
the immediate relief they are requesting from the 
administration and Congress.

“We remain committed to supplying Americans 
with high-quality U.S. pork, but face a dire situation 
that threatens the livelihoods of thousands of farm 
families,” said NPPC President Howard “A.V.” Roth, 
a pork producer from Wauzeka, Wisconsin. “We are 
taking on water fast. Immediate action is imperative, 
or a lot of hog farms will go under.”

The suspension of pork packing plant operations 
and rising employee absenteeism due to COVID-19 
has exacerbated an existing harvest facility capacity 
challenge due to a labor shortage in rural America. 
With limited harvest capacity, a surplus of pigs exists, 
causing hog values to plunge. The loss of the food 
services market (i.e. restaurants) and the COVID-
related slowdown in most export markets has crashed 
demand and overwhelmed the cold storage of meat.

Dr. Dermot Hayes, an economist with Iowa State 
University, and Dr. Steve Meyer, a pork industry 
economist with Kerns & Associates, estimate that 
hog farmers will lose nearly $37 per hog, or almost 
$5 billion collectively, for each hog marketed for 
the rest of the year. Prior to the COVID-19 crisis, 
and after two challenging years, hog farmers were 
generally expecting a profitable year, with industry 

Hog Farmers Face COVID-19 Financial Crisis
analysts forecasting earnings of approximately $10 
per hog on average for 2020.

Roth added, “The pork industry is based on a just-
in-time inventory system. Hogs are backing up on 
farms with nowhere to go, leaving farmers with tragic 
choices to make. Dairy producers can dump milk. 
Fruit and vegetable growers can dump produce. 
But, hog farmers have nowhere to move their hogs.”

NPPC, in consultation with hog farmers across the 
nation, identified several measures it has raised with 
federal policy makers, including:

• Over $1 billion in pork purchases by the USDA to 
clear out a backed-up meat supply, supplementing 
agency food bank programs facing increased 
demand due to rising unemployment. These 
purchases should accommodate pork products 

packaged for restaurants and other segments of 
the food services market.

• Equitable direct payments to producers participants 
without eligibility restrictions.

NPPC is also seeking a legislative fix to emergency 
loan programs that have left farmers behind. 
Approximately 10,000 family hog farms are in 
jeopardy because they do not have access to 
much-needed capital offered by the Small Business 
Administration. NPPC urges Congress to increase the 
cap on qualifying businesses to those that employee up 
to 1,500 and to make agricultural businesses eligible 
for the Economic Injury Disaster Loan program. 

The economic impact analysis by Dr. Hayes and 
Dr. Meyer was based on live hog futures between 
March 10-April 10.

Press release provided by the Almond Board of California

Recycling trees onsite can sequester carbon, 
save water and increase crop yields, making 
it a climate-smart practice for California’s 
irrigated almond orchards, finds a study from 
the University of California, Davis.

Whole orchard recycling is when old orchard 
trees are ground, chipped and turned back into 
the soil before new almond trees are planted.

The study, published in the journal PLOS ONE, 
suggests that whole orchard recycling can help 
almond orchards be more sustainable and resilient 
to drought while also increasing carbon storage 
in the soil.

“To me what was really impressive was the water 
piece,” said corresponding author Amélie Gaudin, 
an associate professor of agroecology in the UC 
Davis Department of Plant Sciences. “Water is 
central to how we think about agriculture in 
California. This is a clear example of capitalizing 
on soil health. Here we see some real benefits for 
water conservation and for growers.”

Burn vs. Turn
Drought and high almond prices have encouraged 
higher rates of orchard turnover in recent years. 
The previous practice of burning trees that are 
no longer productive is now restricted under air 
quality regulations, so whole orchard recycling 
presents an alternative. But how sustainable and 
effective is it for the environment and for farmers?

For the study, scientists measured soil health 
and tree productivity of an almond orchard that 
turned previous prunus woody biomass back 
into the soil through whole orchard recycling 
and compared it with an orchard that burned 
its old trees nine years prior. 

They also experimentally reduced an orchard’s 
irrigation by 20 percent to quantify its water 
resilience.

Their results found that, compared with burn 
treatments, whole orchard recycling can:

• Sequester 5 tons of carbon per hectare
• Increase water-use efficiency by 20 percent
• Increase crop yields by 19 percent

“This seems to be a practice that can mitigate 
climate change by building the soil’s potential to 
be a carbon sink, while also building nutrients 
and water retention,” said Gaudin. “That can 
be especially important as water becomes more 
limited.”

Study co-authors included Emad Jahanzad and 
Kelsey Brewer of UC Davis, Brent Holtz and 
Sean Hogan of UC Agriculture and Natural 
Resources’ Cooperative Extension, and Cameron 
Zuber and David Doll of UC Cooperative 
Extension.

The study was funded by a Specialty Crop Block 
Grant Program of the California Department of 
Food and Agriculture and the Almond Board 
of California.

Almond Orchard Recycling 
a Climate-Smart Strategy

Fowler Brothers spreading wood chips. (Photo by Brent Holtz, UCCE. Courtesy of the Almond Board of California)



12     Valley Ag Voice MAY 2020

We specialize in helping our clients
cut through the red tape of government!

Land Use Consulting
Government Relations & Public Affairs

We will help you with all of your Government Affairs needs.
From violation notices to advocating on issues

that impact your business.

Consulting-CommonSense.com  •  661.203.1838

THE GOVERNMENT
AFFAIRS EXPERTS.

S T R A T E G I C  /  C R E A T I V E  /  A W E S O M E

l o g o  a n d  b r a n d i n g
w e b s i t e  d e v e l o p m e n t

s o c i a l  m e d i a  m a n a g e m e n t
m a r k e t i n g  a n d  a d v e r t i s i n g

pa c k a g i n g  a n d  p r o m o t i o n a l  i t e m s  
c o r p o r at e  v i d e o s  a n d  m o r e

themarcomgroup.com

S T R A T E G I C  /  C R E A T I V E  /  A W E S O M E

l o g o  a n d  b r a n d i n g
w e b s i t e  d e v e l o p m e n t

s o c i a l  m e d i a  m a n a g e m e n t
m a r k e t i n g  a n d  a d v e r t i s i n g

pa c k a g i n g  a n d  p r o m o t i o n a l  i t e m s  
c o r p o r at e  v i d e o s  a n d  m o r e

themarcomgroup.com

S T R A T E G I C  /  C R E A T I V E  /  A W E S O M E

l o g o  a n d  b r a n d i n g
w e b s i t e  d e v e l o p m e n t

s o c i a l  m e d i a  m a n a g e m e n t
m a r k e t i n g  a n d  a d v e r t i s i n g

pa c k a g i n g  a n d  p r o m o t i o n a l  i t e m s  
c o r p o r at e  v i d e o s  a n d  m o r e

themarcomgroup.com

USCA requests that the Department continue its 
market oversight responsibilities and examine any 
anticompetitive buying practices currently taking 
place in the marketplace.

“USCA would also like to thank Senators Jon Tester 
(D-MT), Steve Daines (R-MT), John Thune (R-SD) 
Mike Rounds (R-SD), John Hoeven (R-ND), Kevin 
Cramer (R-ND), Jerry Moran (R-KS), Deb Fischer 
(R-NE), John Cornyn (R-TX), John Boozman (R-AR), 
Roy Blunt (R-MO), Kyrsten Sinema (D-AZ) and 
others for answering the call from U.S. cattle producers 
to help restore fair and balanced livestock markets.

“While there is still work yet to be done, we now 
have viable solutions that we can press forward with 
as producers handle the fallout from COVID-19. 
USCA will continue to convene industry leaders 
via our policy committees to find consensus on the 
issues that matter most to our members.

“USCA looks forward to working with both Congress 
and the Administration to find a way for our members 
to get back to doing what they do best: restocking 
grocery store shelves with the highest quality beef 
in the world.”

COVID-19: The U.S. Cattlemen’s Association will continue 
to monitor this ongoing issue and provide timely updates.

USCA Statement on Efforts to 
Restore U.S. Cattle Markets 

Press release provided by the US Cattlemen’s Association

Following Congressional efforts to provide immediate, 
short-term relief for U.S. cattle producers during 
these historic times, United States Cattlemen’s 
Association (USCA) President Dr. Brooke Miller 
issued the following statement:

“USCA would like to recognize efforts by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) to keep the U.S. 
agriculture system running as smoothly as possible 
and providing certainty in uncertain times.

“Secretary Sonny Perdue, senior officials, and staff 
have worked around the clock to ensure continuity 
and we greatly appreciate the continued dialogue 
with industry and other stakeholders.

“Transportation, inspection, and processing of beef is 
critical during this time. From the transportation of 
beef across the country, inspections in plants, export 
ports and import stations – it’s essential all of this 
continues during these challenging times. Further, 

Beefmaster cattle grazing in a green field. (Photo by Cameron Watson / Shutterstock.com)
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Plant Nurseries See Sharp Shift in Sales Patterns
By Kevin Hecteman 
Assistant Editor, Ag Alert

Reprinted with permission from the California Farm Bureau 
Federation 

At California nurseries, the COVID-19 crisis 
has led to plunging sales of landscaping plants, 
while sales of vegetables and other edibles have 
skyrocketed.

“Right now, we are just blowing out of all herbs and 
veggies,” said Alyssa Forester, project manager at 
Premier Color Nursery in Fallbrook, which grows 
more than 300 kinds of edible crops along with 
annuals and perennials for independent garden 
centers. “We cannot keep them long enough to 
even mature to the size they typically need to 
get to. People are taking them small, and they’re 
pretty much taking anything that they can get.”

With supplies running low, the nursery is reassess-
ing production, Forester said, noting it takes two 
to three weeks to produce the plants and move 
them to market.

The story is much the same at Big Oak Nursery in 
Elk Grove, where co-owner Julia Oldfield said the 
vegetable market has been “crazy—off the hook.”

“It’s a little bit early for vegetable season,” Oldfield 
said. “Usually, we aim for April, so we had a little 
bit planted, a little bit started, but I have probably 
tripled my normal planting.

“I can’t keep up,” she added. “We’ll put a flat 
of cucumbers out, and someone will take the 
entire flat.”

With stay-at-home and social-distancing guidelines 
in place, a lot of first-time gardeners are jumping 
in, Forester said.

“People who have not ever gardened are now 
running to garden centers, placing orders online, 
picking them up and not even going and seeing the 
plants, taking them home, planting their gardens 
so that they don’t have to go to the grocery store 
as much,” she said.

Or, as Modesto nursery producer David Van 

Klaveren put it, people are planting “not a victory 
garden, but a survival garden now.”

Fruit trees also are gaining in popularity, according 
to Phil Pursel of Hickman-based Dave Wilson 
Nursery.

When times get tough, “people tend to want to 
start homesteading again,” he said, noting the 
same thing happened during the Great Recession 
of 2008, leading to a yearslong bump in tree sales.

“I know from years of experience that this kind of 
panic buying will now spur on the homeowners 
to go ahead and start thinking a little bit more 
long term,” said Pursel, the nursery’s Northern 
California territory manager. “I expect fruit tree 
sales to start growing again for about the next two 
to three years.”

Fuyu persimmons have been his most popular trees, 
he said, especially with buyers in the Bay Area, 
whereas he expects peaches, pluots and plums to 
be top sellers in the Central Valley.

With all of his 2020 production already out the 
door, Pursel said he expects the nursery to boost 
production for 1-year-old trees, to ensure it has 
enough for 2021. He said shade tree production 
would likely be pared back, depending on demand.

“But we’re definitely going full bore on the fruit 
side of it,” he said. “We know for a fact it’s going 
to start growing again.”

On the landscaping side, Van Klaveren noted 
a steep decline as the pandemic and associated 
restrictions took hold.

“All of a sudden, sales dropped off completely,” he 
said. “There’s still some landscaping going on, and 
a few purchases, but nothing for the retail garden 
centers. With our weather this year, this spring, 
a lot of the nurseries have already been stocked 
up, so they’re not having to backfill for any sales.”

Van Klaveren estimated his March sales were off 
30%, and “we’re really scared to see what April’s 
going to be like.” He said sales might start edging 
up as the weather warms and people start thinking 
about yard work.

Oldfield said people have been visiting her nursery 
“and saying they’re redoing their whole yard 
because they’re home,” but that late March was 
still early for flowering plants.

“Things are starting to bloom though, now,” 
she said. “They’re taking them as fast as they’re 
blooming.”

Wholesale landscaping purchases have slowed 
a bit as projects are postponed, she said, which 
will throw a monkey wrench into the nursery’s 
schedule when times get better.

“Part of the problem is the planning,” Oldfield 
said. “We planned for them to plant in April, and 
if they end up planting in June, then the plants are 
going to be overgrown and/or tossed.”

Pursel also reported a slowdown on the landscape 
side of the business.

“Landscape shrubs are not where they should be 
for the beginning of April,” he said. “This should 
be the boom time for everyone getting out there 
and doing the landscaping of the yards. People 
are hunkering down for edibles.”

Van Klaveren said recovery would depend on 
people having money to shop.

“Having never experienced anything like this 
before, as with most people, we don’t know what 
to expect,” he said, “but we’re hopeful that, yes, 
they will get out in their yards and gardens and 
plant some plants. That kind of seems like a big 
unknown at this point.”

Nursery operators said they’ve been working to 
keep their crews safe. Forester’s employer has 
people working split shifts, wearing face masks 
and observing social distancing on the job.

Van Klaveren said he also has his crews working 
split shifts.

“There’s half the crew here at a time, to give them 
more room to operate,” he said.

Forester said she’s counting her blessings.

“We’re thankful to be open and operating, and 
thankful to our customers that they are continuing 
to buy and service their communities,” she said. 
“We’re just taking it day by day, and I think that’s 
all everyone can really do at this point.”

Julia Oldfield, co-owner of Big Oak Nursery in Elk Grove, tends to a display of tomato plants. Oldfield and other nursery operators 
report a jump in sales of vegetable plants and fruit trees. (Photo by Kevin Hecteman)
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we must remember that viruses may also mutate 
readily, and that can change its characteristics. If 
infected bats drop their feces onto forage or insects 
on the ground and are eaten by the pangolin 
then they can contract the disease. Researchers 
in China published that the genetics of the virus 
in the pangolin is 99% the same as that identified 
in humans. This information was reported in a 
Chinese newspaper and has yet to be published 
in a scientific journal.

Regardless, the virus has spread to humans through 
an intermediary thought (but not yet proven) to 
be the pangolin, who were previously not infected 
by it and certainly not on a worldwide scale as we 
are currently experiencing. Being an ecologist, I 
started wondering what it does to bats. Bats are so 
valuable and important to us. The virus being from 
Asia probably didn’t naturally occur here. What if 
the virus got into our bats here somehow and had 
dire effects because it’s “new” to our geographic 
area? It has now been documented in tigers, dogs 
and cats. However, there are no known cases of 
transmittal of the virus from those animals to 
humans. I also could find no documentation the 
virus causes a fatal disease in dogs, cats or other 
animals. But the reality is, we don’t know. 

So much anxiety exists because of the pandemic; 
assumptions about the disease, its cause and process 
are being publicized. Normally, these types of 
assumptions are not made public until a variety 
of research studies have been completed, the study 
and results evaluated by other scientists, and are 
fully vetted by doctors, virologists and research 
scientists. One piece of evidence that strongly 
points to the pangolin is that DNA tests of the 
COVID-19 virus in humans and pangolins are 

A pallid bat eating a grasshopper. (Photo by Merlin Tuttle)

documented at 99% the same. So, if it were like 
a paternity test, in all likelihood, congratulations, 
you’re the dad at 99%.

Bats are so marvelous and mysterious. One time 
I was down in the far south end of the valley floor 
doing some night spotlighting for counting San 
Joaquin kit foxes on a potential project site. The 
entire rangeland was swarming with grasshoppers 
and crickets. As I was driving, crickets and hoppers 
were colliding with my head as the truck window 
was open; it’s easier to spotlight wildlife with the 
window open. It was crazy! Then suddenly swarms 
of pallid bats appeared. They were moving in 
from the lower part of the foothills where they 
roost in rock outcrops. Swoop, swoop, and down 
to the ground. It took a couple minutes to figure 
out that they were catching and munching on 
the grasshoppers! A few times a large one would 
be caught, and the bat would land on a mound 
on the ground and munch on it. Sometimes I see 
bats in my neighborhood near the house, but not 
in the large numbers as out in the rangeland that 
night. That said, in a single night, a bat can scoop 
up and eat their entire body weight in mosquitoes. 
That is a LOT of mosquitoes. Bats are important 
to our human ecosystem by helping to reduce and 
control insect populations of all kinds, including 
mosquitoes. Imagine if they weren’t eating all 
those grasshoppers and mosquitoes!

This isn’t the first pandemic experienced in the 
United States. Until now, I can only talk about 
one, and that was the H3N2 Hong Kong flu in 
1968-69. It lasted over a period of a couple years. 
I lived in Washington state and picked it up on my 
job working at a ski resort. I got so sick I couldn’t 
work, lost my job, and they had to replace me. My 
doctor told me I was the only person in 1.5 million 
people in our county to have both the alpha and 
beta strains of H3N2 at the same time. Upon 
study, it was determined that the Hong Kong flu 
virus was a recombination of human and avian 
(bird) flu viruses. Note that the virus in bats was 
an intestinal infection, and now, in humans, it is 
a respiratory infection. The virus has changed 
since it infected bats.

As of April 15th, the death toll in the U.S. for 
the coronavirus was 28,442 people while the 

worldwide estimated death toll was about 134,000. 
But compare that to the worldwide death toll of 
the Hong Kong flu which was one million people! 
Even now, after all these years, scientists still could 
not figure out how the avian virus identified with 
the Hong Kong flu was able to infect humans. 
Even though the death rate is high, it is leveling 
off. Having counted since January, a quarter of 
a year, if we multiply the total fatalities we have 
now by 4 (which is a high estimate considering 
the rate is leveling off), the total is still far less 
than the million deaths of the Hong Kong flu in 
1968-69 for both our state and the world. So, for 
the record, we have had worse pandemics and 
there is still a lot we don’t know, including whether 
there may be a second “round.” We are ignorant, 
plain and simple.

So, be safe. Avoid close human contact. Don’t touch 
your face with your hands. Cover your coughs and 
sneezes. Throw your used tissues away, and clean 
used surfaces with disinfectant. Relax or meditate 
to help reduce anxiety, and last, but not least, be 
smart, and don’t eat any bat guano!

Marcia Wolfe 
Contributor, Valley 
Ag Voice

You know how I keep 
mentioning how we 
(humans) and everything 
else are all interdepen-
dent and interconnected 

to each other? Perhaps humans should be consid-
ered proportionately more responsible for taking 
care of the earth’s environments—as most would 
probably consider us smarter than many other 
animals. Although, to that point, it seems recently 
that assumption could easily be questioned.

I thought I’ll do my article, but I’m not going to 
write about the coronavirus! Well, here we are amid 
a pandemic with the coronavirus, an entity about 
which we know little but are learning something 
new every day.

We are told it came from Wuhan, China in a wet 
market with a vast variety of seafood and other 
animals up for sale—including bats and pangolins. 
Pangolins are a scaly mammal that can roll up in 
a ball, like our armadillo. Apparently, humans did 
not get the viral disease directly from the bats. First, 
in bats, the coronavirus is an intestinal disease, 
not a respiratory illness. So, it seems strange that 
it creates a respiratory illness in humans. However, 
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Don’t Blame 
the Bats!

Aerial view of Wuhan city, beside the Yangtze river. 
(Photo by sleepingpanda / Shutterstock.com)
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Farm, Ranch and Transitional Use Properties

When it is time to sell your farm there is only 1 decision!
Pearson Realty a Tradition in Trust Since 1919

ROBB M. STEWART, AFM |661.303.2930
4900 California Ave 210B, Bakersfi eld, CA 93309
 rstewart@pearsonrealty.com
www.pearsonrealty.com
661.334.2796 direct 
661.215-5417 fax
CalDRE Lic. #01158293

CalBRE Lic.#000020875

COLD OR DRY STORAGE PRICED REDUCED $550,000
1.83± acres, 37,090± square feet storage, Earlimart.

TABLE GRAPES   $31,000±/AC
37.91± acres, DEID & well water, grade 1 soils, Delano Area

TABLE GRAPES   $22,000±/AC
40± acres, Pixley ID & well water, grade 1 soils, Pixley Area

TABLE GRAPES   $31,000±/AC
60.14± acres, DEID & well water, grade 1 soils, Earlimart Area

TABLE GRAPES   $31,000±/AC
72.84± acres, DEID water, grade 1 soils, Earlimart Area

TABLE GRAPES   $11,513±/AC
94.90± acres, 47.57+- acres are fee owned, 47.33+- acres 
lease hold, Ducor Area

TABLE GRAPES   $31,000±/AC
101.814± acres, DEID & well water, Earlimart  Area

FARMLAND  $7,504±/AC
135+-ac, early land, good soils, 1 well, Arvin-Edison Area

LAND OPPORTUNITY  $16,635±/AC
150.29± acres, close to PGE sub-station, natural gas 
main line, high transmission power lines traverse the site. 
Buttonwillow, CA

ALMONDS & FARMLAND $22,589+-/AC
154.63+-ac, planted to 80+-ac Independence almonds & 
75.63+-ac open, Arvin-Edison WSD in-lieu & well, Arvin Area

DRYLAND  PRICED REDUCED $2,250±/AC
160 acres, mostly grade 1 soils, previously farmed to 
cotton, Near Valley Acres/SW Bakersfi eld

ALMONDS & PISTACHIOS $28,503±/AC
205.21± ac, Semi-Tropic WSD & well water, good soils, 
strong yields, Shafter Area.

PISTACHIOS & FARMLAND  $16,660±/AC
3,094.93± acres, planted to 420.8± acres Pistachios, with 
balance being row & fi eld crops, district & well water, Corcoran

By Sandy Mittelsteadt 
Contributor, Valley Ag Voice

Question:
Is the Coronavirus a sign that we are living in 
the end times?

Answer:
I don’t know, but in my lifetime (and I am 73 
years old), I have never lived in such a time as this. 
Even if this is not the end times, we all should be 
concerned how quickly this virus spreads. 

However, this could be the beginning of the “Birth 
Pains” as described in Matthew 24. These pains are 
like contractions experienced by a woman giving 
birth, which will intensify before Jesus comes again. 
Jesus called these wars, famines, pestilences, and 
earthquakes “sorrows.”

Question:
How did Christians in earlier times live when 
there was a plague?

Answer:
An excellent example is Martin Luther. You may 
think of Martin Luther nailing his 95 Theses to the 
Church Door in Germany, but Luther also lived 
through the Black Plague in 1527. The people of 
Wittenberg fled the city. However, Martin Luther 
and his wife, who was pregnant at the time, stayed 
in the city to treat the sick. Luther believed that it 
was not wrong for those weak in faith to leave the 
city, but those strong in faith should stay. In fact, 
Luther wrote a letter: “Whether One May Flee 
from a Deadly Plague.” Here is a paragraph of 
what he wrote to Rev. Dr. John Hess:

“I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then 
I shall fumigate, help purify the air, administer 
medicine and take it. I shall avoid places and 
persons where my presence is not needed in 
order not to become contaminated and thus 
perchance inflict and pollute others and so cause 
their death as a result of my negligence. If God 
should wish to take me, he will surely find me 
and I have done what he has expected of me and 
so I am not responsible for either my own death 
or the death of others. If my neighbor needs me 
however I shall not avoid place or person but 
will go freely as stated above. See this is such a 
God-fearing faith because it is neither brash nor 
fool hardy and does not tempt God.

Question:
What Bible verses should I pray in times of a 
crisis?

Answer:
Psalm 91 is a good place to start. In fact, verse 
three states, “For he will deliver you from the snare 

Staying in God’s Will in Times of Crisis Is the Safest Place to Be!

of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence.”

Other verses include:
Exodus 23:25: “And ye shall serve the Lord your 
God, and he shall bless thy bread, and thy water; 
and I will take sickness away from the midst of 
thee.”

Psalm 107:10-20: “Then they cry unto the LORD 
in their trouble, and he saveth them out of their 
distresses.”

Isaiah: 41:10: Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be 
not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen 
thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee 
with the tight hand of my righteousness.

In Matthew 11: 28 & 29, Jesus says, “Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and 
ye shall find rest unto your souls.”

Prayer:
May God keep us all safe in these perilous 
times and may He spread His wings over us 
to protect us.

Hands open palm up in worship. (Photo by Love You Stock / 
Shutterstock.com)
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