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It may be the 103rd year that our county gets 
to celebrate the Great Kern County Fair, but 
one tradition never seems to get old—the 

Birth of Baby Calf is a Great Way to 
Kick off the Kern County Fair

birth of calves at the fair.  This year was no 
different with the birth of the first baby calf 
coming in at 11:18 on Wednesday September 
18th, 2019.

Rachel Driskell a Bakersfield College FFA 
student brought her cow Gypsy down early, 
and she was waiting at the gate to get Gypsy in 
the fair.  For Gypsy to qualify for the Springer 
category, Rachel needed to ensure she gave 
birth while at the fair.  If the baby would have 
come early, Gypsy would have been disqual-
ified from showing in the Springer category.

Gypsy and her baby calf didn’t necessarily 
cooperate to make it an easy birth.“The calf 

By Valley Ag Voice Staff

By Valley Ag Voice Staff

Press Release Provided by The Kern County Farm 
Bureau
Kern County farmers and ranchers produced 
a value of nearly $7.5 billion in agricultural 
crops and commodities in 2018 – representing 
a three percent increase from the 2017 value, 
according to the annual crop report from the 
Kern County Agricultural Commissioner.

“It is always incredible to see what our farmers 
are able to produce with the various challenges 

Fair time is always a special occasion in Kern 
County.It marks the end of summer and the 
beginning of fall. Also, for many of us, it is a 
time to gather and run into old friends while 
enjoying the many exhibits, activities, shows, 
animals, rides and, of course, the amazing food!

This year’s fair has some new attractions like 
the Bug O logy exhibit. Will Warden with 
Bug Ology said their mission is to educate the 
community about the importance of insects in 
our world. “We bring the creepy crawlies to 
educate the public about the importance of 

Kern County Crop Output Up 
3% From the Prior Year, 
Tops $7.5 Billion

they continue to face,” stated Kern County 
Farm Bureau Executive Director Ariana Joven. 
“lack of water supply, weather fluctuations, and 
labor to name a few. A three-percent increase 
in production is something our agricultural 
industry and community should be proud of.”

Once again, grapes continue to be the top 
producing agricultural commodity in Kern 
County with a gross value of $1.51 billion. 

Grapes, Kern County's Top Crop. Photo: shutterstock

Kern County Fair Has Some New Attractions, 
But the Action is at the Livestock Arenas

conserving insects!”

However, it didn’t stop there. Bug Ology even 
had crickets of many flavors to eat! Blodgie 
Rodrigues, Chairwoman of the Kern County 
Fair Board of Directors, had multiple tastings 

of crickets and bugs. “It was good; I am glad 
I did it,” stated Rodriguez. She added she 
enjoyed the salty bugs more than the lemon 
meringue cricket.

To many, the tradition of showing animals is 
the true joy of the fair. The Hall family has 
two children showing animals this year. Hunter 
and Gretchen are eight and ten, respectively. 
They each are showing two pygmy goats, 
and this is the first year Gretchen is showing 
a steer. Terry Hall, Hunter’s and Gretchen’s 

father, showed steers for 11 years himself as a 
youth and said, “security measures have risen 
since I was a kid.” 

He and his wife Denise agreed that raising 
and showing animals is a positive experience 
for their kids. “It teaches responsibility and 
hardwork,” commented Denise. Gretchen 
added, “Iam nervous about saying goodbye 
to my steer.” But she likes the fact that buyer 

Krissy Barton and her 3-year-old Alpaca Kit Kat

Rachel Driskell with her cow Gypsy and newborn calf
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The general public is blissfully unaware of 
how much science is involved in agriculture 
and how science defines the industry. With 
the essential importance of agriculture in 
almost every economic system 
in the world, science began to 
drive the industry using genet-
ics and chemistry to increase 
productivity. With the Hatch 
Act of 1887, U.S. government 
investment in agricultural science 
soon was greater than privately 
funded research.

One of the most important agri-
cultural science initiatives in the 
United States was the develop-
ment of the Shafter Cotton Re-
search Station founded in 1922 
by the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture. The station was origi-
nally created to establish California’s cotton 
industry by creating specialized high-quality 
cotton varieties and then developing new 
markets. Nearly 100 years later the station 
is still in operation and providing important 
data and information to farmers in our region 
and all over the world.

The most important part of thecotton story 
in Kern County though,was the arrival of 
W. B. Camp to California. Originally from 
South Carolina, Camp attended Clemson 
University where he studied agronomy and 
worked in the USDA Cotton Breeding Office. 
As luck would have it, Camp transferred to 
California in 1917 with the USDA to develop 
a long-staple cotton supply for the wing cov-
erings of airplanes for the war effort. Soon 
Camp developed a reputation for hard work, 
determination and innovation. 

Camp’s initial work at the Shafter Cotton 
Research Station started with nearly 100 
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The Shafter Cotton Research Station in the 1920's

Mike McCoy, WB Camp Sr. Plaque at the Station Today

The Shafter Cotton Research Station: 97 Years of Innovation
By Mike McCoy, Kern County Museum different varieties of cotton from around the 

world. Camp initially settled on the long-sta-
ple Egyptian Pima Cotton and went into 
production actually creating successful crops 
during World War I. With the end of the war, 
Camp advocated for expanding the cotton 

industry in California with his leadership 
role within the USDA. 

Camp’s re-
s e a r c h  i n 
Shafter soon 
c r e a t e d  a 
switch from 
Pima cotton to 
the Acala #8 
variety. Camp 
also pushed 
for mecha-
nized ginning 
and brought 
in specialists 
from around 
the country to 
adapt ginning 
to the new cotton strain. Camp also advocated 
for “one variety” legislation that made Acala 
cotton the only cotton grown in California. 
He was fearful of cross contamination and 
felt that the single strain would boost the 
new industry. Under Camp’s leadership, 
the Shafter Station would dominant cotton 
research for years to come and created a 
successful cotton industry in the Western 

United States. 

In June of 2012, the USDA withdrew their 
support for the Shafter Cotton Research 
Station. Knowing the value of the ongoing 
research to the industry, the San 
Joaquin Valley Quality Cotton 
Growers Association took over 
the operation of the facility. This 
change helped move the station 
from single focused research to di-
versified research in several differ-
ent areas, including orchard crops. 

If you visit the Shafter Research 
Station today, you will find a 20 
acre highly organized campus with 
more than 20 buildings and 60 
acres of experimental plot land. 
The land is equipped with perma-
nent underground irrigation with 
a dedicated well and surface water 
from the Shafter-Wasco Irrigation 
District. The station is offering short 
term licenses and multi-year subleases includ-
ing green house space and laboratory space 
to universities and private ag corporations. 

 One other big 
plus that W. B. 
Camp would 
have appreci-
ated are the 
college interns 
from C.S.U. 
Bakersf ield 
and the Kern 
Community 
College Dis-
trict. These 
interns receive 
hands on field 
training and 

conduct important research that directly 
benefits international agriculture. The Cal-
ifornia FARMS Foundation is based at the 
Shafter Station and helps to connect the dots 
with major universities and major agricultural 
firms. The foundation does accept members 
who support the goals of the Shafter Station 
and the foundation’s mission. Visit www.cal-
farms.org/how-to-help for more information. 

If you would like to visit the Shafter Station, 
call 661-237-0900 in advance…it is a secure 
facility. And thank you to Station staff for all 
of the information on this critically important 
institution in our very own county! 

Upcoming Forum 
to Discuss 
Flood Water as 
Groundwater 
Recharge
Press Release provided by the California Department 
of Food and Agriculture Office of Public Affairs 

Projects that use floodwaters for recharg-
ing and storage of water into an aquifer 
play an important role in sustainable 
water management in California, and 
also provide many environmental benefits. 
Flood-MAR, which stands for Floodwa-
ter for Managed Aquifer Recharge, is a 
voluntary resource management strategy 
for using aquifer recharge on agricultural 
lands and working landscapes, such as 
refuges, floodplains and bypasses. 

At the upcoming 2019 Flood-MAR Public 
Forum at California State Sacramento 
on October 28-29, 2019, attendees will 
learn more about Flood-MAR and its 
impact on water supply reliability, flood 
risk reduction, drought preparedness, 
ecosystem advancement and climate 
change adaptation, to name a few. 

Attendees at the forum will explore 
innovative solutions, implementation 
considerations, priority actions, and best 
practices to develop a robust Flood-MAR 
network throughout the state. 

CDFA supports the sharing of innova-
tive technology for water management 
through its Office of Environmental 
Farming and Innovation (OEFI) and 
works closely with the organizers with 
the Flood-MAR Forum.
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“The Kern Coun-
ty Fair is one of the 
few times of the 
year that all of us, 
from the diversity 
of our individu-
al communities, 
across the Coun-
ty, get to see how 
“Kern” we really 
all are.  It is the 
best of us on dis-

play as we make room for each other in a County 
wide community event—and find out that we 
are all waiting in line for another baked potato!  
We can start from there, together.” 

SUPERVISOR LETICIA PEREZ

“The Kern Coun-
ty Fair is an amaz-
ing tradition where 
we can come to-
gether as a com-
munity for days 
of family-friendly 
fun. I always look 
forward to the 
Future Farmers 
of America show-
case (FFA) to see 

the incredible talent of our FFA students from 
the Valley. These events illustrate the culture 
of our community and the unique strengths of 
Kern County that makes the Valley a special 
place to live and grow.”

ASSEMBLYMAN RUDY SALAS

“I always look for-
ward to the Kern 
County Fair, a 
wonderful annual 
event that brings 
our community 
together, and I 
know this year’s 
fair will continue 
to live up to the 
high expectation 
of enjoyment and 

family fun. I always find it particularly heart-
warming to see how excited our youngest fair-
goers are with the games and attractions, and 
of course you can’t top the food!”

CONGRESSMAN KEVIN McCARTHY

“Born and raised 
in Bakersfield, the 
Kern County Fair 
has always been a 
highlight to kick 
off the fall season. 
I always find my-
self enjoying the 
delicious food- 
kettle corn, corn 
dogs and even 
deep fried Oreos. 

I encourage everyone to make the fair a part 
of their family traditions.”

ASSEMBLYMAN VINCE FONG

“My family and 
I always look for-
ward to this time 
of year.  The Kern 
County Fair is 
great fun with 
exciting rides, ex-
cellent music, en-
tertaining exhibits 
and delicious food.  
The Kern County 
Fair has something 

for everyone to enjoy.”

SUPERVISOR ZACK SCRIVNER

“Looking forward 
to enjoying a lot of 
good food, visiting 
with friends, and 
seeing lots of kids 
and families en-
joying this great 
event!”

SUPERVISOR MICK GLEASON

“I love the exhib-
its and the auc-
tion.  And I love 
the pickled tongue 
sandwiches, the 
corn dogs, and 
pretty much any-
thing that’s fried!

SUPERVISOR DAVID COUCH

Please turn to page  6

Our Leaders' Thoughts and Memories on the Kern County Fair

“Cinnamon rolls, 
the Smokin’ Ar-
madi l los, and 
checking out the 
rodeo stock ani-
mals—all some of 
my favorite mem-
ories at the Great 
Kern County 
Fair.”

SUPERVISOR MIKE MAGGARD

Last week, the California legislature finished 
session with a flurry of bills passing the House, 
Senate, and being signed into law. While you may 
have read about some of the last-minute bills, like 
the bill to reclassify workers in the gig economy 
or the bill that would allow college athletes to 
be paid, there was another piece of legislation 

California Finishes Session with Anti-Farm Worker Legislation
By Valley Ag Voice Staff that hasn’t received much attention and that is 

AB 1783, the Farmworker Housing Act of 2019. 

On its face, and given its name, the bill seems 
like it could only be a good thing for farm work-
ers, right? 

As is often the case, however, names and titles 
can be misleading. While this bill purports to 
address the housing shortage for farm workers, if 
enacted it could actually make it more difficult to 

provide housing for people who need it the most.

AB 1783 creates a program allegedly designed 
to streamline the permitting process, but in or-
der to qualify a farmer would have to enlist a 
nonprofit to manage the housing, even though 
the housing would be built on the farmers’ own 
land. Few, if any, farmers would be willing to go 
through this process, making this bill ineffective 
at addressing the housing shortage. In reality, this 
bill will reduce funding for farm worker housing 
and ultimately delay the construction of housing 
that is needed desperately

Sadly, high profile labor leaders like Dolores 
Huerta, co-founder of the United Farm Workers 

(UFW) union, and Rep. Lorena Gonzalez Fletch-
er have put their weight behind this legislation.

And this is not the first time Rep. Gonzalez 
Fletcher, and the UFW have been on the wrong 
side of what is good for farm workers. 

Last year, Gonzalez Fletcher opposed a legislative 
package that would have given farm workers more 
bargaining rights. These bills, introduced by Rep. 
Jim Patterson, would have made it so a labor union 
would be decertified if they abandoned the farm 
workers for a period longer than 3 years, and 
would also give workers the opportunity to ratify 
a union contract that results from the mediation 

Working in the fields of California. Photo: Adobe



4     Valley Ag Voice OCTOBER 2019 

 

SOIL AMENDMENTS

AmericanAgInc.com
Office@AmericanAgInc.com

844-299-8311

COMPOST - GYPSUM - SULFUR - LIME

CONVENTIONAL
& ORGANIC FERTILIZERS

CUSTOM BLENDS!
Ask us about

CUSTOM BLENDS!
Ask us about

Press Release Provided by the USDA

On September 19, 2019 all former U.S. Secre-
taries of Agriculture since President Reagan’s 
Administration announced support for the United 
States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA). 
In a letter to Congressional leaders, former 
Secretaries John Block (Reagan), Mike 
Espy (Clinton), Dan Glickman (Clinton), 
Ann Veneman (W. Bush), Mike Johanns 
(W. Bush), Ed Shafer (W. Bush), and Tom 
Vilsack (Obama) underscored the impor-
tance of passing USMCA saying, “We 
need a strong and reliable trade deal with 
our top two customers for U.S. agriculture 
products. USMCA will provide certainty 
in the North American market for the 
U.S. farm sector and rural economy. We 
strongly support ratification of USMCA.” 
Following the announcement, Secretary 
Perdue issued this statement:

“President Trump has fulfilled a prom-
ise, which many said couldn’t be done, to 
renegotiate NAFTA and improve the standing 
of the entire American economy, including 
the agriculture sector,” said Secretary Perdue. 
“Support for USMCA crosses all political par-
ties, specifically when it comes to the agriculture 
community, and I am proud to stand side by side 
with former agriculture secretaries who agree 
USMCA is good news for American farmers. I 
commend President Trump and Ambassador 
Lighthizer, for their perseverance, leadership, and 
hard work to get USMCA across the finish line.”

Former Secretaries Vilsack, Glickman, and Block 

Former Agriculture Secretaries Announce Support for USMCA
joined Secretary Perdue at USDA today for a 
press conference to reiterate their support for 
USMCA. You may watch the press conference 
by visiting the USDA Facebook page.

To see the letter from Secretaries John Block 

(Reagan), Mike Espy (Clinton), Dan Glickman 
(Clinton), Ann Veneman (W. Bush), Mike Johanns 
(W. Bush), Ed Shafer (W. Bush), and Tom Vilsack 
(Obama) to Congressional leadership, view the 
USDA Former Secretaries USMCA Letter.

Background:
USMCA will advance United States agricultural 
interests in two of the most important markets for 
American farmers, ranchers, and agribusinesses. 
This high-standard agreement builds upon our 
existing markets to expand United States food 

and agricultural exports and support food pro-
cessing and rural jobs.

Canada and Mexico are our first and second 
largest export markets for United States food 
and agricultural products, totaling more than 

$39.7 billion food and agricultural exports 
in 2018. These exports support more than 
325,000 American jobs.

All food and agricultural products that 
have zero tariffs under the North Ameri-
can Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) will 
remain at zero tariffs. Since the original 
NAFTA did not eliminate all tariffs on 
agricultural trade between the United 
States and Canada, the USMCA will 
create new market access opportunities 
for United States exports to Canada of 
dairy, poultry, and eggs, and in exchange 
the United States will provide new access 
to Canada for some dairy, peanut, and a 
limited amount of sugar and sugar-con-
taining products.

Key Provision: Increasing Dairy Market 
Access
•America’s dairy farmers will have expanded 
market opportunities in Canada for a wide variety 
of dairy products. Canada agreed to eliminate 
the unfair Class 6 and 7 milk pricing programs 
that allowed their farmers to undersell U.S. 
producers.

Key Provision: Biotechnology
•For the first time, the agreement specifically 
addresses agricultural biotechnology – including 
new technologies such as gene editing – to support 
innovation and reduce trade-distorting policies.

Key Provision: Geographical Indications
•The agreement institutes a more rigorous pro-
cess for establishing geographical indicators and 
lays out additional factors to be considered in 
determining whether a term is a common name.

Key Provision: Sanitary/Phytosanitary 
Measures
•The three countries agree to strengthen disci-
plines for science-based measures that protect 
human, animal, and plant health while improving 
the flow of trade.

Key Provision: Poultry and Eggs
•U.S. poultry producers will have expanded 
access to Canada for chicken, turkey, and eggs.

Key Provision: Wheat
•Canada agrees to terminate its discriminatory 
wheat grading system, enabling U.S. growers to 
be more competitive.

Key Provision: Wine and Spirits
•The three countries agree to avoid technical 
barriers to trade through non-discrimination 
and transparency regarding sale, distribution, 
labeling, and certification of wine and distilled 
spirits.

BIRTH OF BABY CALF IS A GREAT WAY TO KICK OFF 
THE KERN COUNTY FAIR FROM PAGE 1
was pullingback and didn’t want to come out,” 
commented Driskell. “I could tell it was a bull 
because his hoofs were big!  Making it even 
more difficult,Gypsy didn’t want to push until 
she sat down,” added Rachel.

Rachel was assisted by a few folks in the birth 
of the calf.  Her FFA advisor Emily Keverline 
quipped, “Rachel owes me a hamburger for 
helping with this birth.”  Keverline’s comments 
highlighted that this wasn’t necessarily an easy 
birth.  The size of the bull and the nature of 
mother and child made this birth a slow one.  
However, when it was all said and done, the calf 
and mother were in fine shape.

When asked what she would name the new 
calf, Driskell stated, “Maybe we will call him 
‘Stubborn’!”

This marked the 10th year Rachel Driskell 
showed dairy and the 3rd her cows have given 
birth at the fair.  Since this will be her last year 
showing she is eligible to apply for her American 
Degree from FFA.  Less than 1% of all FFA 
participants earn the American Degree award.  
According to the FFA website the American 
Degree is awarded to members who have demon-
strated the highest level of commitment to FFA 
and made significant accomplishments in their 
supervised agricultural experiences.

Gypsy and her calf Stubborn the first calf born at the 2019 Kern County Fair

USDA Secretary Perdue and USDA Former Secretaries at USMCA Press 
Conference
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Research Investments Will Help Farmers Help Climate
By John Newton, Chief Economist for the 
American Farm Bureau Federation

and energy has remained mostly unchanged. 
They’ve done so by developing new technologies 
that allow them to be more productive on the 
farm. At the same time farmers are growing 
their productivity, they’re shrinking their car-
bon footprint.

Data from the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency reveal that in 2017, agriculture rep-
resented only 9% of all U.S. greenhouse gas 
emissions—far less than the 57% of emissions 
generated by motor vehicles and electric power 
generation. Since 1990, per-unit greenhouse 
gas emissions related to beef production have 
declined by 9%. Milk-production-related GHG 
emissions have declined by 25%. Moreover, 
methane emissions from enteric fermentation 
(cows passing gas) represent less than 3% of all 

GHG emissions annually.

The successes of farmers, ranchers and foresters 
go well beyond a smaller carbon footprint.

Afforestation, the process of planting trees, has 
accelerated because we’re using less land to 
grow crops and raise livestock. These land use 
changes and forestry efforts consistently provide 
a net emission re-
duction larger than 
that of all emissions 
from agricultural 
production. Put an-
other way: Farmers, 
ranchers and for-
esters are leading 
the way to deliver 
solutions.

Then there’s renewable energy. For example, 
methane digesters have turned waste into a 
value-added product used on and off the farm. 
In the last five years, the use of methane digester 
technology has increased by nearly 30%, helping 
to turn waste into clean natural gas, fertilizers 
and other renewable products.

We’re also doing more to protect natural resourc-
es. Farmers planted 50% more cover crops in 
2017 than they did five years earlier, helping to 
conserve soil, nutrients and water in the ground. 
More than 15% of all U.S. farmland is enrolled 
in federal initiatives to implement conservation 
or wildlife preservation practices—that’s more 
than the land area of California and New York 
combined.

For decades, we’ve invested in agricultural re-
search and adopted practices to improve pro-
ductivity, provide clean and renewable energy, 
and enhance sustainability. But now we’ve fallen 
behind other countries, like China, which is 

devoting twice as much public funding to agri-
cultural research and development than the U.S.

Agriculture will continue to play an important 
role in helping the world adapt to and mitigate 
climate change, but U.S. farmers and ranchers 
need partners to help balance economic sus-
tainability with environmental sustainability.

Currently, much of 
the cost of sustain-
ability efforts falls 
on farmers; the rest 
of the supply chain 
bears little of the fi-
nancial load. With 
commodity prices 
at multi-year lows, 

farmers cannot afford to adopt many new cli-
mate-adaptive technologies without consumers 
and food companies stepping up as partners.

Taxpayers can be proud of the federal invest-
ment in conservation programs—they are an 
effective part of agriculture’s sustainability story. 
But additional public funding for agricultural 
research and development is needed to develop 
the new technologies that will empower farmers 
and ranchers to write the next chapter. Innova-
tion is key to advance the preservation of our 
natural resources.

Finally, while U.S. agriculture works toward a 
negative carbon footprint, similar production 
practices must be implemented globally. The 
U.S. is leaps and bounds ahead of some coun-
tries that rely heavily on emission-intensive 
manufacturing.

That said, American farmers and ranchers are 
neither bragging nor finger-pointing because 
they’re too busy finding new ways to do more 
with less.

Press Release provided by California 
Department of Food and Agriculture

The California Department of Food and Agri-
culture (CDFA) is currently accepting proposals 
for the 2019 California Agriculture Special In-
terest License Plate (CalAgPlate) grant program. 
This program provides an estimated $250,000 
in grant funding to promote agricultural educa-
tion and leadership 
activities for students 
at the K-12, post-sec-
ondary, and adult 
education levels. 
Proceeds generated 
through the sales of 
specialized, agricul-
ture-themed license 
plates through the 
California Department of Motor Vehicles 
(DMV) have made this opportunity available.

“We are very proud of this program and this 
marks its sixth year of providing agricultural 
education opportunities,” said CDFA Secretary 
Karen Ross. “The CalAgPlate Program raises 
awareness about our rich agricultural produc-
tion, as well as the stewardship practices of 
California’s farmers and ranchers in bringing 

CDFA Announces Funding for 
2019 Ag Plate Grant Program

these products to our tables.”

Purchasing a CalAgPlate funds educational 
opportunities statewide that include agricultural 
workshops, farm tours, and the state Future 
Farmers of America (FFA) Leadership Con-
ference. The CalAgPlate program has funded 
more than $1.2 million in youth educational 
activities since the program’s inception.

Funding is available 
on a competitive ba-
sis for eligible agri-
cultural education 
programs as well as 
government agencies 
and non-profit or-
ganizations that ad-
minister agricultural 
education programs. 

The application deadline is October 7, 2019.

For further information and grant application 
materials, please visit https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/
egov/calagplate/ 

You can help support agricultural education 
and the CalAgPlate program by purchasing a 
special interest license plate at your local DMV 
office or online today.

Ag Alert Issue Date September 18, 2019  reprinted with 
permission from the California Farm Bureau Federation

When the question arises of how we are going 
to feed the world’s 9 billion people in a climate 
that seems increasingly volatile and extreme, 
all eyes turn to U.S. agriculture, and rightfully 
so. Important lessons can be gleaned from the 
longtime efforts of farmers to promote soil health, 
conserve water and efficiently use nutrients.

U.S. Department of Agriculture data reveal 
that during the last 70 years, U.S. farmers have 
boosted agricultural output by 270% while the 
use of resources such as land, fertilizers, chemicals 

SUCCESSFULLY MANAGE YOUR 
FARM & CROP INSURANCE 

THE WAY YOU WANT

You manage your farm. Now manage your crop insurance!  
A captive policy can give you long-term control and protection against unforeseen events.

Contact us today and find out how our specialized services work for you.

BusbyStone.com
D: 661-412-9127   |   O: 661-665-9150
Gregory.Stone@BusbyStone.com

Agribusiness and Farm Risk Management and Insurance Services

CA Lic. # 0K07568

In the last five years, the use of 
methane digester technology has 
increased by nearly 30%, helping to turn 
waste into clean natural gas, fertilizers 
and other renewable products.
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Ag Alert September 18, 2019. Rreprinted with permission 
from the California Farm Bureau Federation

By Kevin Hecteman, Assistant Editor Ag Alert

A hectic week for the state Legislature ended 
with welcome news for California farmers and 
ranchers—Gov. Gavin Newsom announced he 
intends to veto Senate Bill 1, which sought to 
preserve existing California environmental and 
labor standards from federal changes initiated 
by the Trump administration.

Water-related provisions of the bill proved prob-
lematic for farmers, ranchers and water agencies. 
For example, SB 1 would apply the California 
Endangered Species Act to the federally op-
erated Central Valley Project. That provision 
threatened negotiations to establish voluntary 
settlement agreements concerning water flows 
from the Sacramento and San Joaquin river 
systems into the delta.

In a statement, Newsom said that though he 
supports the goals of SB 1, the bill does not 
“provide the state with any new authority to 
push back against the Trump administration’s 
environmental policies and it limits the state’s 
ability to rely upon the best available science to 
protect our environment.”

The bill—carried by Senate President Pro Tem 
Toni Atkins, D-San Diego—cleared both houses 
of the Legislature shortly before it adjourned for 
the year early Saturday.

California Farm Bureau Federation President 
Jamie Johansson praised the governor’s inten-
tion to veto.

“We appreciate Gov. Newsom’s decision on SB 
1,” Johansson said. “From the beginning, the 
governor has listened to the solutions offered by 
farmers, ranchers and their communities. Vetoing 

In response to Governor Newsom’s 
announcement that he will veto SB 1, 
Western Growers President and CEO Tom 
Nassif issued the following statement:
“On behalf of thousands of family farmers 
and rural residents in the San Joaquin Valley, 
and across the state, who rely on sensible en-
vironmental policies for their livelihoods, we 
applaud Governor Newsom for pumping the 
brakes on a bill that would have undermined 
the collaborative progress his administration 
and water users are making toward enhanced 
river flows and water quality in the Delta. 

“Our farmers strive to be good stewards of the 
environment and our natural resources, and we 
support a balanced approach to water resiliency 
that relies on the best available science. There 
is a better path forward, and we anticipate the 
opportunity to work with both the Newsom 
administration and legislators to craft water 
policy that protects both the environment and 
the economic viability of our family farms for 
future generations.”

ACWA President Brent Hastey is issuing 
the following statement in response to Gov. 
Gavin Newsom’s announcement that he 
plans to veto SB 1 (Atkins):
“ACWA applauds Governor Newsom for recog-
nizing that SB 1 would have derailed the ongoing 
Voluntary Agreement negotiations and led to 
unnecessary regulatory uncertainty for water 
agencies throughout California. His commit-
ment to the collaborative Voluntary Agreement 

Governor to Act on Key Legislation for Farms, Ranches
SB 1 allows those communities to continue on a 
collaborative path that will result in a long-term 
water future that facilitates economic growth and 
ecosystem protection and restoration.”

Earlier, the Legislature passed Assembly Bill 
5, which Newsom has indicated he supports. 
AB 5 would require employers to reclassify as 
employees many people now working as inde-
pendent contractors.

The bill, from Assemblywoman Lorena Gonza-
lez, D-San Diego, codifies a California Supreme 
Court decision last year. In that decision, in a 
case known as Dynamex v. Superior Court, the 
high court came up with a three-part “ABC” 
test for determining whether someone is a con-
tractor or employee.

An employer seeking to turn back a claim of 
misclassification has to prove that A) the worker 
is free from the employer’s control and direction 
in the course of work; B) the worker carries out 
duties outside the employer’s main line of busi-
ness; and C) the worker does the same or similar 
work for other people as well as the employer.

Bryan Little, CFBF employment policy director 
and chief operating officer of CFBF affiliate 
Farm Employers Labor Service, noted all three 
parts of the test must be met. He said the largest 
impact from AB 5 would likely be among busi-
nesses on which farmers depend to move crops 
to market, such as truckers, or other support 
professionals such as registered professional 
foresters, whom timber producers depend on 
during harvest activities.

“Our analysis of AB 5 indicates it does not impact 
the common agricultural practice of farmers 
hiring farm labor contractors to perform short-
term work on farms for cultivation, harvesting 
and other important activities,” Little said. 

“However, we are concerned about a variety of 
other support activities that may be impacted, 
like independent owners and operators of trucks 
who move harvested commodities. There is 
wide discussion of another cleanup bill in the 
2020 session, and we’ll be looking for another 
opportunity to solve those problems.”

The Legislature unanimously passed AB 417, 
a CFBF-sponsored measure creating a new 
position at the California Department of Food 
and Agriculture for a rural economic advi-
sor. The advisor would take on issues such as 
broadband connectivity, economic productivity, 
agricultural education, trade and quantifying 
economic impacts of state laws and policies, in-
cluding the localized impacts of the Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Act. The bill, from 
Assemblyman Joaquin Arambula, D-Delano, 
has moved to the governor, who has until Oct. 
13 to act on legislation sent to him.

CFBF Administrator Jim Houston said he’s 
excited about passage of AB 417.

“For the first time in recent memory, there’s 
going to be a person at the Department of Food 
and Agriculture who is looking at the economic 
implications of various policies on the rural and 
agricultural communities,” Houston said, adding 
that CFBF looks forward to working with the new 
advisor and others to see that legislators would 
have accurate data on which to base decisions.

“Agriculture is the primary economic engine 
of rural communities,” Houston said. “Under-
standing the impacts to agriculture is going to 
be first and foremost.”

On the broadband front, AB 488, which would 
add the CDFA secretary to the California Broad-
band Council, also reached the governor’s desk. 
Houston said CFBF supports the bill because of 

the importance of broadband access for rapidly 
emerging agricultural technology being deployed 
on farms and ranches. AB 488 is from Assem-
blywoman Cecilia Aguiar-Curry, D-Winters.

Another Gonzalez bill, AB 1066, didn’t clear the 
Legislature in time and became a two-year bill, 
meaning it could come back up next year. The 
bill sought to make striking employees eligible 
for unemployment insurance.

A pair of bills seeking to change plastics recycling 
in the state also landed on the two-year-bill list. 
AB 1080 and SB 54 would have required a 
certain percentage of plastics to be recyclable, 
expanded to encompass all packaging. Houston 
said CFBF wanted to ensure farmers were not 
affected, because the bills were aimed at peo-
ple with the resources and capacity to design 
packaging.

“If I’m just packaging to send to the processor, 
that’s not really single-use,” Houston said. “We 
wanted to make sure that was articulated as well.”

DIGEST:  What 
Industry Leaders 
are saying 
about Newsom’s 
announcement to 
veto SB 1

and conciliation process. As it stands, if a union 
contract goes through that process, workers are 
forced to accept the final results, even if that 
means for them less take-home pay and benefits. 

These common sense bills would give farm work-
ers more rights, something that Representatives 
like Gonzalez Fletcher say they are for, but when 
it comes time to take power away from the union 
bosses and give it back to the workers, she seems 
to always side with the union bosses. Her support 

CALIFORNIA FINISHES SESSION WITH ANTI-FARM WORKER LEGISLATION FROM PAGE 3
for AB 1783 is consistent with her desire to appear 
like she is on the side of workers, without actually 
doing what is best for them. 

The UFW’s anti-worker activities are even more 
egregious, as they have been caught trying to 
prevent workers from conducting a peaceful 
protest and in one instance disappeared for 22 
years before coming back to a farm and tried to 
force a contract on workers that would result in 
a decrease in their take-home pay. 

Even when a bill, legislator, or organization claims 
to be on the side of farm workers it is important 
to examine the facts to discover where their true 
allegiance lies. Often you will find they support 
big union bosses over the people the union is 
supposed to represent. It is disappointing that bills 
like AB 1783 don’t get more attention from the 
media because sunlight is the best disinfectant. 
Instead, it is dependent upon all of us to do our 
research and hold our elected officials accountable.
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Press Release Provided By Grimmway Farms

Recently United States Department of Agricul-
ture Deputy Secretary Stephen Censky, Dep-
uty Press Secretary Alec Varsamis and Senior 
Congressional Advisor Veronica Wong visited 
Grimmway Farms headquarters in Arvin, CA. 
Conducted under the leadership of Secretary 
of Agriculture Sonny Perdue, the visit to Grim-
mway signified one of many listening sessions 
the Deputy Secretary is pursuing to learn more 
about key issues facing California farmers. The 
topics discussed ranged from immigration to 
water rights. Company President Jeff Huckaby 
met with Deputy Secretary Censky to discuss 
concerns regarding guest worker programs, 
global trade and tariffs, and the impact water 
will have on farmers as well as the entire country.

After the listening session Huckaby led Cen-
sky on a tour of local farmland and facilities, 
highlighting carrot processing technology and 
organic vegetable harvest operations. At the 
fields Huckaby shared insights on the growth 

DIGEST:  WHAT INDUSTRY LEADERS ARE SAYING 
ABOUT NEWSOM’S ANNOUNCEMENT TO VETO SB 1 
FROM PAGE 6

Grimmway Farms Hosts USDA 
Deputy Secretary Censky

of organics in the produce industry and the 
production developments necessary to meet the 
demands of this growing category. Grimmway 
leadership representative Brandon Grimm also 
met with Deputy Secretary Censky to discuss 
how the Food Safety Modernization Act and 
the new FDA audits are being implemented at 
Grimmway and Cal-Organic Farmsfacilities.

“We were honored to host Deputy Secretary 
Censky to discuss the issues facing our operation 
and others in California,” said Huckaby. “We 
had productive discussions with the Deputy 
Secretary and were able to show him firsthand 
how current legislation impacts our industry 
and the regulatory pressures farms facetoday.”

Following the Grimmway Farms visit, Deputy 
Secretary Censky, Congressman Kevin McCar-
thy and legislative team members held roundtable 
discussions with other California farmers to 
continue conversations about the struggles and 
successes felt across the agriculture industry.For 
more information, visit www.grimmway.com.

Jeff Huckaby and USDA Deputy Secretary Stephen Censky

process reflects a belief in California and the 
people who are working hard, and working 
together, to truly benefit our communities, our 
economy and the environment.

“We regret that the coalition wasn’t able to reach 
an agreement with Senate President pro Tem 
Atkins over the concerns with the bill. However, 
we look forward to productively working with her 
and the Legislature on advancing California’s 
water future moving forward.”

In response to Governor Newsom’s 
announcement that he will veto SB 1, 
California Citrus Mutual President Casey 
Creamer issued the following statement:
“On behalf of the state’s citrus growers, we 
commend Governor Newsom for his com-
mitment to veto SB 1 and avoid unnecessary 
conflict.  SB 1 would have undermined the 
positive work by his administration and water 

users to create a reliable water management 
system and environmental protections based 
on the best available science.”

“While SB 1 would have had sweeping impacts 
to all water users south of the Delta, rural com-
munities and farmers would have been most 
impacted.  By vetoing SB 1, the Governor is 
sending a clear message that the people in our 
rural agricultural communities matter and that 
status quo is unacceptable. “

“We look forward to working with the Gov-
ernor and his administration to bring about 
meaningful, comprehensive solutions to our 
state’s water system.”

“California Citrus Mutual thanks the Governor 
and his Administration, members of the Assem-
bly and Senate, and our Federal representatives 
who actively worked to amend SB 1 to address 
concerns with the ESA provisions of the bill.”

STAY TUNED FOR ANY NEW OFFERINGS COMING TO THE MARKET SOON 
FOR MORE INFO, VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.TECHAGFINANCIAL.COM

1,385.18 +/- Gross Acres of Open Land in Kern County
Asking Price: US$3,462,950

590.94 +/- Acres of Almonds in Wheeler Ridge Maricopa Water Storage District (WRMWSD)
Asking Price: US$14,800,000

158.18+/- Acres of Open Farmland in Arvin Edison Water Storage District 
Asking Price: US$3,163,600

153.37 +/- Gross Acres of Almonds & Rural Estate Home in Semitropic Water Storage District 
Asking Price: US$4,200,000

261.38 +/- Gross Acres of Kings County Stone Fruit in People’s Ditch Company 
Asking Price: US$7,318,640

ACTIVE LISTINGS

MORGAN HOUCHIN
TechAg Financial Group, Inc.

3430 Unicorn Road, Bakersfield, CA 93308
CA Broker DRE No. 01865336

Mob: 661-477-3669 | Off: 661-695-6500 | eFax: 661-384-6168
MHouchin@TechAg.com | www.TechAgFinancial.com
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He may have stepped away from the 
national stage, but fiery for-
mer congressman Trey 
Gowdy is still a voice 
to be reckoned with 
on matters he be-
lieves are important 
to his fellow Amer-
icans. 

Now retired from Congress after four terms and 
happily practicing law back home in South Car-
olina, Gowdy will be in Bakersfield on Thursday, 
November 7 to headline Right to Life of Kern 
County’s seventh annual Champions for Life 
dinner and silent auction. 

Life News Spring 2019
“We are over-the-top thrilled to have Trey 
Gowdy as our keynote speaker,” RTLKC Di-
rector Marylee Shrider said. “Mr. Gowdy has 

a huge fan base in Bakersfield who admired 
his courage and tenacity in congressional 
investigations, particularly during the Beng-
hazi hearings.” 

Gowdy served on several committees while 
in Congress, including the Judiciary, Intelli-

gence and Oversight and Government Reform 
Committees, but is likely most remembered for 
his blistering prosecutorial style as chair of the 
Select Committee on the tragic events occurring 
in Libya in September of 2012. 

Those days are now done for Gowdy, who has 

Trey Gowdy,  Former Congressman,

spoken openly about his disillusionment with 
politics, saying he has no plans to return to the 
political arena. After leaving Congress,Gowdy 
joined the Greenville office of the law firm of 
Nelson, Mullins, Riley & Scarborough, where 
he heads the white-collar defense and govern-
ment team and will work in Greenville and 
Washington D.C.

When he’s not busy practicing law, teaching 
classes with his close friend Senator Tim Scott, 
or sharing insights on national issues as a Fox 
News contributor, Gowdy is in demand as a 
public speaker.When that window opened, 
RTLKC jumped at the chance to have Gowdy 
keynote Champions for Life.

“Mr. Gowdy is a spirited and eloquent defender 
of life,” Shrider said. “We’ve been blessed to 
have wonderful speakers keynote our dinners, 

but with Mr. Gowdy we’re bumping things up 
a whole new level.”

Tickets for this year’s Champions for Life event 
are $125 and may be ordered online at rtlkc.org 
(click on “donation”), by calling 661-864-7508 
or by sending a check made out to RTL Ed to 
Right to Life of Kern County, P.O. Box 11104, 
Bakersfield, 93308 .

Funds raised at the Champions for Life dinner 
support RTLKC’s ongoing advocacy efforts, 
including pro-life training and community out-
reach and lobbying against pro-choice legislation 
Sacramento. Champions for Life is RTLKC’s 
flagship fundraiser, the success of which relies 
on local sponsors and donors. 

For more information on the event or how to 
become a sponsor, call 661-864-7508 or email 
marylee@rtlkc.org. 

number 9 donates the meat to shelters and 
good causes.

Amelia Camou was fresh off receiving an 
award when she shared with Valley Ag Voice 
the good news. “I won first place in the Pre Jr. 
Pygmy Goat category.” Amelia added, “I was 

KERN COUNTY FAIR HAS SOME NEW ATTRACTIONS, 
BUT THE ACTION IS AT THE LIVESTOCK ARENAS 
FROM PAGE 1

surprised and happy when I won. Especially, 
with all of the close competition.” She proudly 
showed off her winning buckle.

When asked why he showed Pygmy Goats 
Wyatt Bender proudly commented, “They 
are easy to handle and calm. My goat Grace 
is going to have babies in January.”

Exotic animals were on display as Alpacas were 
being shown. Krissy Barton a Freedom Middle 
School student showed her 3-year-old Alpaca 
named Kit Kat. “I used to show bunnies but 
wanted to try something different. Alpacas are 
easy to raise and maintain,” stated Krissy. “The 
switch was harder at first but got easier over 
time. Alpacas are more cleanup than bunnies, 
but at least it is all in one spot,” addedBarton.

Stay tuned to the November edition of the 
Valley Ag Voice as we will cover additional 
Kern County Fair Livestock activities since 
they occur after our print deadline!

Kern County Fair Board Chairwoman Blodgie Rodriguez 
trys a cricket Jackson Stockton and his 7 month old pygmy goat Salt

Amelia Camou's Belt Buckle for winning first place

California Table 
Grape Commission 
Hires Marketing 
Director of Category 
Management

Press Release Provided by the California 
Table Grape Commission
David Dudley is the new marketing director of 
category management for the California Table 
Grape Commission. Dudley’s responsibilities 
include expanding the retail demand for Cal-
ifornia table grapes in the U.S. and Canada 
through enhanced category management.

“We are very excited to welcome David to 
the team,” said Kathleen Nave, president of 
the commission. “David’s nearly 10 years of 
experience in produce management and his 
experience in the retail sector will be key to 
the development of future retail programs.”

David Dudley 
Marketing Director, California 
Table Grape Commission

Dudley joins the commission after more than 
five years at Save Mart, most recently as a senior 
produce category manager. Dudley also worked 
for Markon Cooperative as a product manager. 
According to Nave, Dudley will primarily focus 
on developing a strategic marketing plan to 
drive California table grape sales. Dudley will 
be part of a four-member retail team and will 
manage numerous retail accounts.

Dudley is a California native, born and raised 
in the San Joaquin Valley. He is a graduate 
of California Polytechnic State University, 
San Luis Obispo, with a bachelor of science 
degree in agribusiness with a concentration 
in marketing.

Want to subscribe
to Valley Ag Voice?

Visit ValleyAgVoice.com
It's FREE!
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mosquitoes with its woody, citrus smell.  It is 
closely related to the species of lemongrass used 
in Asian cooking.  It is a pretty grass and would 
“fit” well into local landscaping similar to other 
perennial grasses now being used in flower beds.  
I can envision a border of lemongrass around the 

edge of my patio.  It 
would look great, 
and reportedly 
would smell lem-
ony.  In addition, 
there is citronella, 
a f lowering herb 
which also repels 
mosquitoes.  Lan-
tana, a colorful 
flowering herb, also 
repels mosquitoes.  
So we all need to 
get planting.

Tuesday, on the 
front page of the Californian, was an article 
about the increase in size of mosquito populations 
in Bakersfield?!!!  Unbelievable-—I am right!  
There are more mosquitoes!  I knew it, but they 
stole my thunder!!I’ve been working on this for 
several weeks!  Generally there are about 50 
species of mosquitoes in California.  Differing 
geographical regions are often dominated by 
populations of a particular species.  Apparently 
this is a different species than normally used 
to occur here, which started to show up about 
2014.  I had also been wondering if the increase 
in the mosquito population was related to the 
water that is now in the Kern River. The water 
increase is wonderful for so many reasons, as 
pointed out in my July article, Bakersfield’s Spe-
cial Treasure: The Kern River.  We haven’t had 
much water present in the past ten years,but the 
reasons for the increase in this particular species 
of mosquito are unknown.  Meanwhile, there are 
ways to manage weeds, pests and insects with 
vegetation; we simply have to figure it out and 
do it.  So get out there and start planting those 
mosquito repelling plants!

By: Marcia Wolfe 
Valley Ag Voice

Marcia Wolfe

Eeeeek... Musky 
Toes!!

You know, I wasn’t born and raised in Bakersfield, 
but I have lived here since 1985; so, it’s been a 
while I’ve been living here.  I have been in my 
current home for about 21 years.  That’s 
long enough to begin to recognize cer-
tain patterns of things, e.g. weather, at 
least in general, traffic going to work is 
always easier in the summer because 
of fewer vehicles on the road during 
office commute times because school 
is out, mourning doves cooing in the 
morning, and the scrub jay squawking 
in the afternoon.  There also have been 
a few longer-term patterns, such as 
less fog now over that period of time, 
cleaner air quality compared to when 
I arrived here, oh, and of course, more 
people?!?!Way more people, like there 
are almost 3 times more people now 
than in 1985.

Other patterns changed too.  Some of these 
things I notice is because I am an ecologist and 
biologist, so I spend a lot of my time outdoors.  
Further, when it’s hot, I also spend a lot of time 
on the patio in the shade, eating or reading, 
talking on the phone, and sometimes working 
from my laptop on the patio table.  It’s cool and 
relaxing, especially in the mornings and evenings.  
But sometimes it’s comfortable even during the 
day, though not when its 100 degrees and over.  
So,over time, one notices changes.  For example, 
nothing much ever bothered me out on the patio.  
One month a screech owl roosted on the support 
chain to the patio light at night.  That was really 
neat.  (Though it did leave pellets to clean up; I 
didn’t mind.) But suddenly one year, we got a lot 
of flies.  Now all the time I had been there, flies 
had never been an issue, regardless of whether 
or not I was eating and food was present, ever.  
Suddenly there wereflies all around.  The flies 
are still here now, albeit not seemingly as bad as 
before.  Doing a little research, we discovered 
that with the increases in property taxes around 
Riverside, the large dairies on the edge of town 
could no longer afford to persist there?!?  So, a 
number of them moved to Kern County.  So, now 
we have more flies than we used to.  Fortunately, 
we have a lot of insect eating birds too, so they 
help to balance those insect populations.

This year we are experiencing another change—
clouds of mosquitoes!!!  Being the outdoors girl, 
I was used to sitting outside a lot on the patio 
and working in the yard.  Today I can’t even sit 
outside on the patio, or the chairs under the trees 
to talk on the phone, read, or anything without 
being attacked by a whole flock.  Virtual clouds 
of mosquitoes swarm around me!  Now, my dad 
used to attract mosquitoes.  He would be the only 
one bitten at the lake on a family outing, and 
it didn’t matter where it was—in Washington, 
Wisconsin, no matter.  My dad always got bit 
the most.  No one else would be bothered.  He 
was the ultimate mosquito attractor, but not me.  

Lemongrass

My brother and I counted our bites one time.  He 
and I had 2-3 and Dad had 23.  It was amazing.

Well this summer, you would never know it!  I 
have bites around my ankles, my elbows, my 
arms.  I gave up on shorts and wear long pants 
or jeans.  That is why the bites are on my an-
kles. That height is about as far as they get up 

my pantlegs. There are so many; it’s crazy.  I 
peeked over the fence to see if my neighbors had 
green pools, fountains or spas, expecting to see 
something swarming with mosquito larvae and 
mosquitoes!!!???  But none are there, at least not 
nearby or that I could see.

I also noticed the black phoebes coming into 
the back yard and sitting on the tomato plant 
support cage, where my red skimmers sit and 
forage.  They are the ultimate insect catcher, 
and he is usually in the neighbors’ front yards, 

not my back yard. However, apparently they love 
to hunt insects in the air, and swoop out in the 
open spaces beneath my pine trees when there 
are a lot of mosquitoes.

These mosquitoes seem almost invisible.  I am 
not an entomologist, but in Washington 
State where I grew up, the mosquitoes 
were dark, black and large.  The mos-
quitoes here appear light grey with 
white bands on their legs.  Apparently, 
according to Kern Mosquito and Vector 
Control, this species started showing 
up here about five years ago and are 
spreading throughout the city.

Mosquitoes can carry diseases, such as 
the Zika virus, West Nile virus, Chi-
kungunya virus, dengue and malaria.  
There was a recent news blurb that on 

the east coast this year there 
have been a number of cases 
of eastern equine encephalitis 
spread by mosquitoes.You don’t want to 
get any of these diseases.  You know, it 
seems the world is getting smaller, and 
smaller.  Where we all travel, we take 
our diseases.

So what can we do so we can still enjoy 
our patios and the outdoors?  Long 
sleeves and pants, mosquito repellent.  
Burning a citronella candle seems to 
greatly reduce their numbers, at least 
at table height.  I think they move to 
the ankles then.  But I read a study that 

said the candles may reduce the number of bites 
by about 50%.  There is also a type of citronella 
diffuser which works even better, but I have yet 
to see it in the store. 

On the other hand, citrus smelling vegetation 
apparently also works well.  A study showed that 
citronella type plants can ward off a higher per-
centage of mosquitoes than candles.  Citronella 
grass (Cymbopogon nardus), more commonly 
called lemongrass, is very effective at repelling 

Lantana, one plant which helps dissuade mosquitoes from hanging out close by
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Press Release Provided By the California Department 
of Food and Agricluture

The California Department of Food and Ag-
riculture (CDFA) is pleased to announce the 
availability of the new Farmer Resource Portal 
designed to assist farmers and ranchers by in-
creasing access to information to help farming 
operations. The portal is available here: https://
www.cdfa.ca.gov/farmerresources/

This webpage is a “one-stop shop” for farmers 
and ranchers to find information about avail-
able grants and loans including programs that 

CDFA Introduces New Farmer Resource 
Webpage for Farmers and Ranchers
prioritize funding for socially disadvantaged 
farmers, beginning farmers, female farmers, 
veteran farmers, and urban farmers. Addition-
ally, there is a list of quick links to information 
to help farmers and ranchers better understand 
CDFA regulations and policies.

“It is my hope that this site will be utilized by 
farmers, ranchers and the groups that work with 
them,” said CDFA secretary Karen Ross. “Most 
of the information was already available, but this 
portal makes it simple and easy to navigate, and 
it keeps all of the key information in one place.”

The Farmer Resource portal was developed 
under the tenets of Assembly Bill 1348 (Agui-
lar-Curry), the Farmer Equity Act of 2017. This 
law requires CDFA to ensure the inclusion of 

socially-disadvantaged farmers and ranchers 
in the development, adoption, implementation, 
and enforcement of food and agriculture laws, 
regulations, policies, and programs.

The Farmer Equity Act defines a socially-disad-
vantaged group as one composed of individuals 
that have been subjected to racial, ethnic, or 
gender prejudice because of their identity as 
members of a group without regard to their 
individual qualities.

There are a growing number of socially-dis-
advantaged farmers and ranchers in rural 
and urban areas, and CDFA’s Farmer Equity 
Advisor is working to ensure that these farmers 
have a voice in policies and programs that 
affect their livelihoods, as well as increased 

access to information and resources for their 
farm operations.

The webpage includes links to new Spanish-lan-
guage CDFA social media handles, press releases 
in English and Spanish, and in the future will 
also have an interactive California map of tech-
nical assistance providers who can assist farmers, 
including assistance in various languages. This 
will be a valuable resource for farmers who need 
assistance in languages other than English.

This webpage is just one way that the Farmer 
Equity Act is being implemented at CDFA. In 
January 2020, CDFA will submit a report to 
the Governor and Legislature on efforts to serve 
socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers 
and female farmers and ranchers in California.

KERN COUNTY CROP OUTPUT UP 3% FROM THE 
PRIOR YEAR, TOPS $7.5 BILLION FROM PAGE 1
Although grapes remain the number one 
commodity, there was about a 2% decrease 
in value from 2017 to 2018. Last year, the 
market price per box was extremely low due 
to an increase in production.

The top five commodities for 2018 are grapes, 
almonds, pistachios, citrus, and milk, making 
up more than

$4.4 billion of the total 
value. While our top five 
commodities remained 
the same, Pistachios are 
now the number three crop in Kern County. 
Pistachios now have a value of $1.14 billion, 
a significant increase from $555 million in 
2017. This increase is due to 2018 being an 
“on” year for the alternate-bearing nut, which 
contributed to an all-time state record of 993.7 
million pounds of pistachios being harvested.

“This report is a testament to the diversity of 
crops produced in Kern County. To produce 

these type of gross dollar revenues, it takes 
the right land, water, labor, and other various 
resources, said Kern County Farm Bureau 
President Catalino Martinez. “Our agricul-
tural community in Kern are hard workers 
and continue to innovate despite restraints.”

It is always important to note the figures in the 
Crop Report represent 
only gross values and do 
not consider the costs of 
production, marketing, 
transportation, or other 

ancillary costs. These numbers do not reflect 
net income or loss to the producers of these 
commodities.

Kern County Farm Bureau is proud that 
our county remains one of the top producing 
agricultural regions throughout the nation 
and commends the Kern Agriculture and 
Measurement Standards staff for their hard 
work with the compilation and preparation 
of the 2018 crop report.

Press Release Provided by the USDA
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
announced a final rule to modernize swine 
slaughter inspection and bring it into the 21st 
century. For the first time in more than five 
decades, the USDA’s Food Safety and Inspec-
tion Service (FSIS) is modernizing inspection 
at market hog slaughter establishments with a 
goal of protecting public health while allowing 
for food safety innovations.

“This regulatory change allows us to ensure 
food safety while eliminating outdated rules 
and allowing for companies to innovate,” 

USDA Modernizes Swine Slaughter Inspection 
for the First Time in Over 50 Years

Secretary Sonny Perdue said. “The final rule 
is the culmination of a science-based and da-
ta-driven rule making process which builds on 
the food safety improvements made in 1997, 
when USDA introduced a system of preventive 
controls for industry. With this rule, FSIS 
will finally begin full implementation of that 
program in swine establishments.”

Background:
The final rule has new requirements for micro-
bial testing that apply to all swine slaughter-
houses to demonstrate that they are controlling 
for pathogens throughout the slaughter system. 
Additionally, FSIS is amending its meat inspec-

tion regulations to establish a new inspection 
system for market hog establishments called 
the New Swine Slaughter Inspection System 
(NSIS).

In the f inal rule, 
FSIS amends the 
regulations to require 
all swine slaughter 
establishments to de-
velop written sani-
tary dressing plans 
and implement microbial sampling to monitor 
process control for enteric pathogens that can 
cause foodborne illness. The final rule also 
allows market hog establishments to choose 
if they will operate under NSIS or continue to 

operate under traditional inspection.

FSIS will continue to conduct 100% inspec-
tion of animals before slaughter and 100% 

carcass-by-carcass 
inspection, as man-
dated by Congress. 
FSIS inspectors will 
also retain the au-
thority to stop or slow 
the line as necessary 
to ensure that food 

safety and inspection are achieved. Under 
the NSIS, FSIS offline inspectors will con-
duct more food safety and humane handling 
verification tasks to protect the food supply 
and animal welfare.

“This regulatory change allows 
us to ensure food safety while 
eliminating outdated rules and 
allowing for companies to innovate,”

Special District 
Compliant Websites
We get them. Done.
District Sites In Development:
Kern Delta Water District
Linsdey - Strathemore Irrigation District

Just A Few Of The Clients We Work With:
Rain For Rent  Four Star Fruit 
Tucker Ag  Delano Farms 
Casa Cristal  Hronis Inc.  
JSC Ag Supply North Kern Water Storage

Let’s Get Yours Started Now! · (661)489-4444
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YOUR SOURCE
FOR SEASONAL

EMPLOYEES

WAREHOUSE
COLD STORAGE
PACKING SHEDS
LOADERS • PACKERS • STACKERS

FORKLIFT OPERATORS

CALL TODAY
661-399-7000
MidCalLabor.com

Join Mt. Poso Cogeneration, DTE, MacPher-
son, & Independence High School on October 
23rd in recognition of the Seventh Annual 
Bioenergy Day.

Mt. Poso Cogeneration will be marking the 
occasion, along with dozens of other groups 
across the country, by hosting a lunch at Inde-
pendence High School.

“Bioenergy” refers to the generation of electricity 
and heat from wood and other organic materials. 
In addition to serv-
ing as a domestic 
energy source, these 
industries work 
closely together 
to keep American 
forests healthy, sup-
port forest product 
markets and put organic byproducts like forest 
trimmings, industry byproducts and agricultural 
residuals to good use. Bioenergy is a sustainable, 
renewable, and carbon-friendly energy source:

The organic materials used to produce heat 
and electricity at a biomass facility often have 

October 23rd to Mark the 7th 
Annual National Bioenergy Day 
in Kern County

no other use. If not used to produce bioenergy, 
these materials might be open burned, which 
releases methane into the air. Or, they might be 
left on a forest floor to decompose – a process 
that also releases methane and can contribute 
to catastrophic forest fires.

The use of organic materials to produce energy 
does not introduce new carbon into the atmo-
sphere, unlike the use of fossil fuels for energy. 

Bioenergy is a key part of sustainably managed 
forests and farms. It 
is necessary to re-
move organic resi-
dues and non-mer-
chantable wood in 
order to keep a 
forest healthy and 
growing. Rather 

than discarding or open burning the removed 
wood products, bioenergy provides a good, 
productive use for them. We hope you will be 
able to join us on October 23 to learn more 
about bioenergy.  You can register for the event 
by emailing mt.posobioenergyday@gmail.com
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USCA Commends President Donald 
J. Trump on “Ditching the Rule”

Press Release Provided By the United 
States Cattlemen’s Association
Recently, Acting Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, Andrew Wheeler, 
announced a repeal of the 2015 Waters of the 
United States (WOTUS) Rule. In an effort to 
re-establish consistency and repair a “patch-
work” of regulations brought on by judicial 
decisions, the 2015 rule was repealed and will 

be replaced by the pre-2015 regulations.

United States Cattlemen’s Association 
(USCA) President Kenny Graner issued the 
following statement:
“USCA applauds the Trump Administration for 
rectifying this gross regulatory overreach and 
rolling back the 2015 WOTUS Rule. America’s 
farming and ranching families produce the saf-
est, most bountiful food supply in the world, and 

we owe it to our careful stewardship of the land. 

“The 2015 WOTUS Rule would have reassigned 
jurisdiction of our nation’s ditches, puddles, and 
intermittent streams to the federal government, 
which would have effectively stymied our abil-
ity to produce food, fiber, and fuel. We look 
forward to working with the Administration 
to propose a commonsense and ecologically 
sound WOTUS definition.”

Press Release provided by the Berkeley Lab

The National Alliance for Water Innovation, 
which is led by the Department of Energy’s Law-
rence Berkeley National Laboratory (Berkeley 
Lab), has been awarded a five-year, $100-mil-
lion Energy-Water Desalination Hub by DOE 
(pending appropriations) to address water security 
issues in the United States. The Hub will focus 
on early-stage research and development for 
energy-efficient and cost-competitive desalina-
tion technologies and for treating nontraditional 
water sources for various end uses.

NAWI is a research alliance headquartered at 
Berkeley Lab and includes Oak Ridge National 

New $100M Innovation Hub to Accelerate R&D
 for a Secure Water Future

Laboratory, the National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory, the National Energy Technology 
Laboratory, and 19 founding university partners, 
and 10 founding industry partners. NAWI’s goal 
is to advance a portfolio of novel technologies 
that will secure a circular water economy in 
which 90% of nontraditional water sources – 
such as seawater, brackish water, and produced 
waters – can be cost-competitive with existing 
water sources within 10 years.

“We’re proud that the Department of Energy 
has entrusted us to lead a groundbreaking R&D 
opportunity in what could be the most important 
issue of our time, and that is access to clean and 

safe water,” said Berkeley Lab Director Mike 
Witherell. “Berkeley Lab and our national lab 
partners have a long history of successfully lead-
ing large, multi-organization research consortia, 
and we believe we have an exceptionally qualified 
team to develop resilient, energy-optimized 
solutions for a secure water future.”

As a DOE Energy Innovation Hub, NAWI will 
not only conduct research but also develop a 
roadmap to prioritize the highest impact tech-
nology options, then identify and solicit projects 
to support those priorities.

“Our national research program will enable 
scientists from industry, academia, and the 

national labs to work together to develop new 
technologies to make desalination and water 
treatment more efficient, more reliable, and lower 
cost,” said Peter Fiske, director of Berkeley Lab’s 
Water-Energy Resilience Research Institute and 
executive director of NAWI. “Our research 
program will invite broad participation using 
a series of research proposal calls, with the first 
anticipated in June of 2020.”

NAWI’s vision for creating a stable and resil-
ient water supply for agriculture, industry, and 
communities involves a circular water economy, 
where water is treated to fit-for-purpose standards 
and reused locally, rather than transporting 
freshwater long distances.

“EPRI is thrilled that DOE is leading the way 
in establishing an Energy-Water Desalination 
Hub, and we are honored to be a part of NAWI 
and this effort,” said Jeffery Preece, program 
manager at the Electric Power Research Institute, 
a NAWI partner. “We look forward to initiating 
the roadmapping process with the Alliance so 
that critical research across multiple areas can 
begin. This unique collaborative is well-posi-
tioned to help ensure technology development 
keeps pace with the needs of various industries 
and end users.”

“This is an exciting opportunity to focus the 
technical expertise of DOE national lab, aca-

Please turn to page  14
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Out and About at the

 Kern County Fair!

The Great Kern County Fair Entrance

Giant Bee on display in the Bug Ology Exhibit.
An interactive Honey Bee display in the Bug Ology Exhibit

Bakersfield College FFA student Rachel Driskell with her cow 
Gypsy and newborn calf.

An energetic line-up of this year’s Pygmy Goats on 
September 18th

Fun with Alpacas!

Fair-goers walk through the rows of delectable concession stands on a Sunny Sunday afternoon
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We specialize in helping our clients cut through it!

Land Use Consulting
Government Relations & Public Affairs

SGMA Monitoring & GSA Representation 

We will help you with all of your Government Affairs needs.
From violation notices to monitoring issues that impact your business.

SOUTHVALLEYSOLUTIONS.COM  •  661.203.1838

TIRED OF GOVERNMENT

RED TAPE?

Reprinted with Permission from the 
California Farm Water Coalition

Let’s be clear. One of the most significant ef-
forts for environmental protection to emerge in 
California will come with the completion of the 
Voluntary Agreements. However, if Senate Bill 
1 (SB 1) becomes law, it threatens the Voluntary 
Agreements and all the hope they bring for new 
environmental protections and water supply 
reliability.

SB 1 is legislation that proponents argue would 
protect California from potential changes in 
environmental and labor laws at the federal level. 
Opponents of the bill expressed concern that it 
would harm efforts to enact a set of Voluntary 
Agreements designed to improve both water 
supply reliability and ecosystem resources. The 
potential destruction of the Voluntary Agree-
ments is at the heart of Governor Newsom’s 
announced intention to veto SB 1.

These agreements, the result of cooperation 
between many large and small water users, 
includes an unprecedented level of environmen-
tal funding. For the first time, farms and other 
large water users are agreeing to tax themselves 
to provide hundreds of millions in funding to 
restore water flows and improve ecosystems.

And you don’t have to take our word for it. 
Senator Dianne Feinstein, Representative Josh 
Harder, Representative Jim Costa, Represen-
tative John Garamendi, and Representative TJ 

Voluntary Agreements are the Future of California’s Water and 
Environmental Management

Cox all expressed their support for the Voluntary 
Agreement approach to solving California’s 
perennial water battles. Their efforts and those 
of more than 180 state and local organizations 
support the Governor’s attempt to move Cali-
fornia water and environmental management 
into the future. It’s time we break away from old 
ways of doing things that have worked for no 
one and enter a new era of cooperation.

It is illuminating that the Voluntary Agreement 
approach received such wide support during the 
negotiations over the past several months of the 
legislative session, and indeed, over many years 
leading us to today.

Some people are saying that water users “threat-
ened” to walk away from the Voluntary Agree-
ments if SB1 passes. The truth is exactly the 
opposite. It is SB 1 that threatens the Voluntary 
Agreements. If this law goes into effect it takes 
away the very flexibility that made the compro-
mises possible. After decades of work, walking 
away from the VAs is the very last thing we, or 
many in the state want.

The list of groups opposing SB 1, and supporting 
the VAs, includes water suppliers that serve most 
Californians and many local and the statewide 
organizations, including the Los Angeles Cham-
ber of Commerce, Orange County Business 
Council, Construction Industry Coalition on 
Water Quality, the Valley Industry and Com-
merce Association (VICA), the Metropolitan 

Water District of Southern California, Santa 
Clara Valley Water District, the Turlock and 
Modesto Irrigation Districts, and many others. 
And there’s a reason for that. They believe there 
is a better way to solve water and environmental 
management challenges than following a path 
that will lead us to the courts.

That path is a dead end. What is needed is a 
generational change toward water and envi-

ronmental management in California. A new 
approach that focuses on new science, a dedicated 
block of water for stream flows, a funding plan, 
and the habitat restoration projects that will 
revive the ecosystem in many parts of the state. 
That is the new approach that Californians want 
and that is what we will get from the Voluntary 
Agreements. Let’s work together on a new era of 
cooperation and move into the future together.

NEW $100M INNOVATION HUB TO ACCELERATE R&D
 FOR A SECURE WATER FUTURE FROM PAGE 12
demic, and industry partners toward address-
ing the critical barriers to energy efficient and 
cost-effective water desalination,” said Meagan 
Mauter, research director of NAWI and Associate 
Professor of Civil & Environmental Engineer-
ing at Stanford University. “Our strategy is to 
advance a ‘circular’ water economy through a 
nationally coordinated program of early-stage 
applied research focused on next-generation 
autonomous, precise, resilient, process-inten-
sified, modular, and electrified (A-PRIME) 
desalination technologies.”

NAWI was formed two years ago to support 
DOE’s goal of establishing the desalination hub. 
It consists of two parts: the core research con-

sortium (which includes the three national labs 
along with the founding academic and industry 
partners) and the larger NAWI Alliance (which 
includes more than 100 U.S. organizations and 
whose membership is open).

“We are excited to launch a new era in de-
salination research, not only to lower the cost 
and energy of seawater desalination, but to 
enable low-cost desalination and reuse of other 
water sources that we have previously ignored 
or discarded because treatment costs were too 
high,” said Fiske.

The hub will be supported by the DOE Office 
of Energy Efficiency & Renewable Energy’s 
Advanced Manufacturing Office.
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By: Sandy Mittelsteadt, Valley Ag Voice

Seven Basic Steps Toward Christian Maturity

Organic approved
naturally 

mined Minerals

www.heartofnature.biz 1-800-884-5794
Ask your fertilizer dealer or call

Soil Acidifier - Ph Reduction
Sulfur -  Potassium 

and trace elements including 
Calcium and Iron

Soil Acidifier - Ph Reduction
Sulfur -  Potassium 

and trace elements including 
Calcium and Iron

Now available in Prills!Now available in Prills!

*Ask us for The Strawberry Study results*Ask us for The Strawberry Study results

Billy Graham once said, “Do you want to know 
what God’s will is for you? It is for you to become 
more and more like Christ. This is spiritual 
maturity, and if you make this your goal, it will 
change your life.” The problem is how to become 
more mature in Christ. This article provides 
seven steps that will help you become more 
mature in your faith.

Step One: Find a Christian mentor. Search for 
someone that knows more about the Lord than 
you do and is willing to share their wisdom and 
experiences. Sit with them and soak up as much 
history from their lives as you can. There is much 
richness in history and the wisdom that comes 
from experiences.

Step Two: Take time to dedicate yourself to 
study the word. I know a personwho has a great 
relationship with Christ. She inspires me to 
continually dig deeper into my faith and make 
the Lord a larger part of my life. I want a rela-
tionship to Christ that is so close that I thank 
Him and rely on Him in every situation, big or 
small.One day I realized that this lady really 
understands the Bible. This makes me to want 
to read a passage every day and think about each 
passage until it permeates my mind and heart.

Step Three: Invite the Holy Spirit into your life 
to empower you and your thinking. In the Bible, 
the Holy Spirit is referred to as the healer, the 
comforter, and the guide, and He loves you and 
cares for you. The Holy spirit will bless your 

creations and your thinking if you allow Him 
to do so. Allow the Holy Spirit to take control 
of your life. Don’t think that you are in control 
of your life and hope that God approves of your 
plan. Take a risk and trust God with your life. 

Step Four: Know what you believe, because what 
you believe about God will determine what you 
believe about your life. For example, we know 
that Noah, the man who built the Ark, thought 
that God was awesome and trustworthy, because 
he would never have started construction on the 
ark if he didn’t think that. Another example, 
Jonah, the man who was swallowed by a big fish 
and landed in the its belly, believed that God 
didn’t quite know what He was doing, and that 
is why ran away. He eventually found out that 
God knows exactly what He is doing and that 
running from God is not the answer.

Step Five: Accept that God’s Word is true and 
is life. Jesus gave His life for you and wants you 
to life as a reflection of His nature and character 
so that others see Him in you. Be a light for Him 
and that can only come as you develop a trust 
that His Word is true. 

Step Six: Purpose in your heart to pray more and 
worry less. Paul states in Philippians 4:6: “Be care-
ful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known unto God.” With the growing 
demands and challenges in our lives today, we 
can allow our concerns to become worries and 

steal our joy. The Bible says in Matthew 6:34: 
“Take therefore no thought for the morrow; for 
the morrow shall take thought for the things of 
itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof,” 
and Proverbs 20:24 states that “Man’s goings are 
of the LORD; how can a man then understand 
his own way?” 

My own prayer story is a marvelous testimony of 
the power of prayer. When I was a sophomore in 
high school, I was having trouble understanding 
chemistry. As a young teenager and thinking 
about my future, I knew I wanted to marry a 
smart man. One day I asked my chemistry teach-
er what kind of jobs required a keen knowledge 
of chemistry and he told me that a chemical 
engineering was such a profession. So, every day 
for a year, I prayed to marry a chemical engineer. 
Fast forward ten years, I am now engaged to 
be married to a wonderful Christian man and 
about a week before my wedding, my mother 
handed me all my diaries. Lo and behold, I am 

reading my diary for my sophomore year and 
am reminded of my prayer for that year. Now 
at the age of 27, I am getting to marry the only 
chemical engineer in Joplin, Missouri. I had 
completely forgotten my prayer, but God had 
not. Be careful of what you pray.

Step Seven: Allow you passion to serve to bloom. 
Be mindful to see more clearly what is calling 
to you from the many distractions in our lives. 
Passion does not just pop up fully formed; in-
stead, it emerges to lead us in what we want to 
do with time, energy, talents and abilities and 
our precious lives. Passion is like an arrow that 
points us to our life’s larger purpose. Don’t let 
passion be buried in your busy life. Ask the Holy 
Spirit to lead your passion.

These are seven steps that will lead you toward 
spiritual maturity. I don’t know about you, but I 
am looking around me right now for my Chris-
tian mentor. Don’t be surprised if I tap you on 
the shoulder.

Press Release Provided by the USDA

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue 
issued the following statement highlighting 
actions announced by the Department of Labor 
(DOL) which will modernize the burdensome 
H2A visa process. First, DOL published a com-
mon-sense rule that eliminates the requirement 
to advertise a job opening in print newspapers 
instead shifting to advertising on the DOL and 
State Workforce Agency websites, which are 
further reaching and more cost effective. Also, 
DOL’s Office of Foreign Labor Certification 
announced updates to the pertinent H-2A 
forms and online filing process for the H-2A 
temporary agricultural program. These two 
actions will ease regulatory burdens on our 
farmers and ranchers, making it easier for them 

Secretary Perdue Statement 
on Administrative Actions to 
Streamline H-2A Process

to follow the law and hire farm workers through 
the H-2A program.

“Both of these actions by DOL are critical 
changes the Administration is making to im-
prove the H-2A application process,” Secretary 
Perdue said. “President Trump is committed to 
ensuring our farmers and producers have access 
to a stable, legal agricultural workforce. By 
streamlining these processes, DOL is bringing 
the H-2A process into the 21st Century allowing 
farmers to be able to better and cost-effectively 
advertise for workers they need and fill out 
the required forms faster and more efficiently, 
because no one should have to hire a lawyer 
to hire a farm worker. I commend President 
Trump for his continued support of America’s 
farmers, ranchers and producers.”
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